
chicago manual of style footnotes for
same source examples
The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for same source examples can be a point
of confusion for many writers, especially when dealing with repeated
citations. Understanding how to efficiently and accurately reference the same
source multiple times is crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of citing
recurring sources within the Chicago Manual of Style's footnote system,
offering practical solutions and detailed explanations. We will explore the
core principles behind ibid., shortened notes, and the effective management
of note sequences, ensuring you can confidently navigate these common
citation challenges. Mastery of these techniques will not only enhance the
professionalism of your work but also streamline the citation process itself.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This article
focuses specifically on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes
footnotes or endnotes to provide source information. In this system, a
superscript Arabic numeral is placed in the text immediately following the
passage being cited, and a corresponding note appears at the bottom of the
page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). The initial citation
for any source typically includes all necessary bibliographic information:
author's full name, title of the work, publication details, and page
number(s). This comprehensive first note allows readers to locate the source
easily.

The purpose of footnotes is to attribute information to its original source,
preventing plagiarism and enabling readers to verify the information
presented. They also serve to provide additional commentary or tangential
information without disrupting the flow of the main text. When a source is
cited repeatedly, however, the Chicago Manual of Style provides methods to
avoid redundant lengthy citations, making the document more readable and



concise. These methods are designed to efficiently manage the citation trail
without sacrificing clarity or completeness.

The "Ibid." Rule: When and How to Use It

The Latin term "ibid." is an abbreviation for "ibidem," meaning "in the same
place." In Chicago style footnotes, "ibid." is used to refer to the
immediately preceding footnote. This is the most concise method for citing a
source that has been referenced in the very last note. It signifies that the
citation refers to the same author and the same work as the previous note. If
the page number is also the same, simply "ibid." is sufficient. However, if
the page number differs, you must include the new page number after "ibid."

For example, if note 10 cites a book and note 11 is for the same book but a
different page, note 11 would read "Ibid., 45." If note 11 was for the same
book and the same page, it would simply be "Ibid." It is crucial to ensure
that the preceding note is indeed the exact same source. Using "ibid."
incorrectly can lead to confusion for the reader and misattribution of
sources.

Shortened Notes: A More Detailed Approach

While "ibid." is ideal for immediate repetitions, shortened notes become
essential when you need to cite a source that has appeared previously but not
in the immediately preceding note. Shortened notes provide enough information
for the reader to identify the source without repeating the full
bibliographic details. Typically, a shortened note includes the author's last
name and a shortened version of the title, followed by the specific page
number(s).

The format for a shortened note is generally: Author Last Name, Shortened
Title, Page Number(s). For instance, if note 5 cited a book fully, and note
12 needs to cite the same book again, note 12 might read: Smith, The Art of
Writing, 112. The shortened title should be italicized, just as the full
title would be in the initial citation. It is important to choose a shortened
title that is distinctive enough to avoid ambiguity, especially if you are
citing multiple works by the same author.

Managing Repeated Citations from Different
Pages

When citing the same source multiple times but referencing different pages
within that source, the application of "ibid." and shortened notes becomes
particularly important for clarity. As mentioned, if you cite a source in



note 10 and then cite the same page of that source in note 11, you would use
"Ibid." in note 11. If note 11 requires referencing a different page of that
same source, you would use "Ibid., 78." This clearly indicates that the
source remains the same, but the specific location within the source has
changed.

If, however, another source is cited in note 12, and then you need to cite
the original source again in note 13, you can no longer use "ibid." In this
scenario, you would revert to using a shortened note. For example: Johnson,
Historical Perspectives, 205. This system ensures that the reader can easily
track the progression of citations and understand when a new source is being
introduced or when a previously cited source is being revisited.

Footnotes for Multiple Works by the Same Author

Citing multiple works by the same author requires careful attention to
distinguish between them, especially in shortened notes. When using shortened
notes for several books or articles by the same author, it is crucial that
the shortened titles are distinct enough to prevent confusion. If the author
has multiple works that might share similar short titles, you may need to
include a slightly longer or more specific shortened title.

Consider an author like Jane Doe who has written A History of Chicago and
Chicago Architecture: A Survey. If both are cited, a shortened note for the
first might be Doe, History of Chicago, 50, and for the second, Doe, Chicago
Architecture, 150. The initial full citation for each work would establish
the complete title, and the subsequent shortened notes would rely on these
distinct identifiers. In your bibliography, the full titles would also be
listed, providing a complete reference.

When to Revert to a Full Note

There are specific situations where it is advisable, or even necessary, to
revert to a full note, even if you have previously cited the source. One
primary instance is when a significant amount of material intervenes between
citations of the same source. If a dozen or more distinct sources have been
cited since the last mention of a particular work, it may be clearer to
provide the full bibliographic information again. This helps the reader
reorient themselves and locate the relevant source without having to trace
back through numerous intervening notes.

Another reason to use a full note is when clarity is paramount and a
shortened note might be ambiguous. If the shortened title is very similar to
another work you have cited, or if the author has a very extensive
bibliography, a full note can prevent misinterpretation. The guiding
principle is always clarity for the reader. When in doubt, providing a little



more information is often better than risking confusion.

The Importance of Consistency in Footnoting
Same Sources

Consistency is perhaps the most critical element when dealing with Chicago
manual of style footnotes for same source examples. Whichever method you
choose for repeated citations—"ibid.," shortened notes, or occasional full
notes—you must apply it consistently throughout your document. Inconsistent
application of these rules can create a confusing and unprofessional
impression, undermining the credibility of your work.

Before beginning your writing, it is highly recommended to establish a clear
citation strategy. Decide how frequently you will use "ibid." versus
shortened notes. If you anticipate citing a source many times, you might opt
for shorter intervals before reverting to a full note. Whatever your
strategy, document it for your own reference and adhere to it rigorously.
This attention to detail in citation practice is a hallmark of scholarly
writing.

Crafting Clear and Concise Footnotes for
Recurring Sources

Mastering the art of citing recurring sources in Chicago style footnotes is a
skill that significantly enhances the quality of academic and professional
writing. By understanding and correctly applying "ibid.," shortened notes,
and knowing when to provide full citations, writers can ensure their work is
both accurate and accessible. The goal is to provide readers with all the
necessary information to locate the original source efficiently, without
burdening them with repetitive and unnecessary details.

Effective use of these citation tools not only demonstrates adherence to
scholarly conventions but also contributes to a more polished and readable
document. Remember that the primary objective of any citation system is to
facilitate clear attribution and enable further research, and the Chicago
Manual of Style's approach to repeated sources effectively achieves this.

FAQ

Q: When should I use "ibid." versus a shortened



note?
A: You should use "ibid." when the source cited in the current footnote is
the immediately preceding footnote. If the current footnote and the
immediately preceding footnote refer to the same source and the same page,
simply use "Ibid." If they refer to the same source but different pages, use
"Ibid." followed by the new page number. For any subsequent citations of that
same source that are not immediately preceded by a citation to that source,
you should use a shortened note.

Q: What constitutes a "shortened title" in Chicago
style footnotes?
A: A shortened title typically consists of the author's last name and a
concise, recognizable portion of the original title, usually italicized. For
example, if the full title is The Cambridge History of English Literature, a
shortened note might cite it as Cambridge, History of English Literature,
345. The key is to choose a shortened title that is distinctive and easily
identifiable, especially if you are citing multiple works by the same author.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same
author?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author, it is crucial that your
shortened notes clearly differentiate between them. The shortened title used
in the note should be distinct enough to avoid confusion. For instance, if an
author has written The American Revolution and The Civil War Era, your
shortened notes should reflect these distinct titles, such as: Davis,
American Revolution, 78, and Davis, Civil War Era, 123.

Q: Is there a specific number of intervening notes
before I must use a full citation again?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style does not prescribe a strict number of
intervening notes. However, the general guideline is to revert to a full note
when a significant amount of material has passed since the last citation of
that source, typically if there are ten or more intervening notes. The
guiding principle is clarity for the reader; if you believe a full citation
would be more helpful for your reader to locate the source, then use it.

Q: Can I use "ibid." to refer to a source cited
several footnotes back if it's still the same page?
A: No, "ibid." can only be used to refer to the immediately preceding
footnote. If you need to refer to a source that was cited several footnotes
ago, you must use a shortened note, even if the page number is the same as a



previous citation. The "ibid." shortcut is exclusively for consecutive
citations of the same source.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style, and does it affect citing
the same source?
A: The difference between footnotes and endnotes is solely their placement:
footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while
endnotes appear at the end of the document. The rules for citing the same
source, including the use of "ibid." and shortened notes, are identical
regardless of whether you use footnotes or endnotes.

Q: Should the shortened title in a footnote match
the title used in the bibliography?
A: The shortened title in a footnote is a condensed version of the full
title. In the bibliography, you will list the full title of the work. The
shortened title in the footnote should be italicized and clearly correspond
to the full title listed in the bibliography, allowing the reader to cross-
reference the information.
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