
chicago manual of style footnotes for
ibid examples
The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for ibid examples are a crucial element
for academic and professional writers to ensure proper citation and avoid
plagiarism. Understanding how to use "ibid." and its variations correctly is
essential for maintaining clarity and credibility in scholarly work. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of implementing Chicago style
footnotes, with a particular focus on providing detailed examples of "ibid."
usage, its different scenarios, and common pitfalls to avoid. We will explore
the foundational principles of Chicago style, the purpose of footnotes, and
the specific rules governing the use of abbreviations like "ibid." to
streamline citations while remaining accurate.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic
citation, offering two primary systems: notes and bibliography, and author-
date. The notes and bibliography system, which relies heavily on footnotes or
endnotes, is particularly common in the humanities. Footnotes are appended to
the bottom of the page, while endnotes are collected at the end of the
document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide detailed source information
without interrupting the flow of the main text.

In the notes and bibliography system, the first citation of a source is
typically a full citation, providing all necessary bibliographical details.
Subsequent citations to the same source can then be shortened for brevity.
This is where abbreviations like "ibid." come into play. The Chicago Manual
of Style emphasizes accuracy and clarity, ensuring that readers can easily
locate the original source material. Mastering these conventions is vital for
any writer working within a discipline that adheres to Chicago style.



The Purpose of Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes and endnotes serve multiple critical functions in academic writing.
Primarily, they attribute ideas, facts, and direct quotations to their
original sources. This attribution is the bedrock of academic integrity,
acknowledging the intellectual contributions of others and preventing
plagiarism. Beyond simple attribution, footnotes can also be used to offer
supplementary information that would disrupt the main narrative if included
in the body text. This might include tangential discussions, definitions of
specialized terms, or further commentary on a point being made.

Furthermore, footnotes contribute to the reader's ability to verify
information and explore sources further. By providing precise locational data
for each citation, readers can easily trace the origin of an argument or a
piece of evidence. This transparency is essential for scholarly discourse and
allows for a deeper engagement with the research presented. The careful
construction of footnotes, therefore, is not merely a stylistic requirement
but a fundamental aspect of rigorous scholarship.

Introducing "Ibid.": The Power of Brevity

The term "ibid." is an abbreviation derived from the Latin word ibidem,
meaning "in the same place." In the context of Chicago style footnotes,
"ibid." is used to refer to a source that has just been cited in the
immediately preceding footnote. Its primary function is to create a more
concise and less repetitive citation when multiple consecutive footnotes
refer to the same work. This significantly streamlines the citation process
and improves the readability of footnotes that might otherwise become
cumbersome with repeated full citations.

The use of "ibid." is strictly governed by specific rules to ensure that its
meaning remains unambiguous. It signifies a direct continuation of the
citation from the immediately preceding note. If any other source is cited in
between, the use of "ibid." becomes incorrect. Therefore, careful attention
to the sequence of citations is paramount when employing this abbreviation.
Understanding these nuances is key to leveraging "ibid." effectively in your
academic writing.

Basic "Ibid." Examples

The most straightforward application of "ibid." occurs when two consecutive
footnotes refer to the exact same source and the same page. In this scenario,
the second footnote simply uses "ibid." to indicate that the source is
identical to the one cited in the note directly above it.



Consider the following example:

Footnote 1: John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Footnote 2: Ibid.

In this instance, Footnote 2 clearly refers to John Smith's The History of
Chicago, specifically to page 45, because it immediately follows Footnote 1,
which cited the same work and page. This conciseness is the primary benefit
of using "ibid."

"Ibid." with Page Numbers

Often, even when referring to the same work, a subsequent citation might need
to point to a different page. In such cases, "ibid." is still used, but it is
followed by the new page number. This clearly indicates that the source is
the same as the preceding footnote, but the specific location within that
source has changed.

Here is an illustration:

Footnote 1: Jane Doe, Urban Planning in the Midwest (New York: Academic
Publishers, 2018), 112.

Footnote 2: Ibid., 120.

In this example, Footnote 2 refers to Jane Doe's Urban Planning in the
Midwest but directs the reader to page 120, which is different from the page
cited in Footnote 1. The "ibid." efficiently conveys that the work remains
consistent, while the accompanying page number provides the updated reference
point.

"Ibid." with Different Page Numbers

The application of "ibid." with different page numbers is a common and
crucial aspect of streamlined Chicago style citations. It allows writers to
efficiently cite multiple passages from the same source within a short span
of footnotes. The key is that "ibid." signifies the identical source as the
immediately preceding note, and the subsequent page number specifies the new
reference point.

Let's examine a scenario with multiple page references:



Footnote 1: Robert Johnson, Architectural Marvels of the Windy City
(Chicago: Cityscape Press, 2022), 78.

Footnote 2: Ibid., 82.

Footnote 3: Ibid., 90.

In this sequence, Footnote 1 cites Robert Johnson's book on page 78. Footnote
2, because it immediately follows, uses "ibid." and then specifies page 82.
Similarly, Footnote 3, following Footnote 2, uses "ibid." again to refer to
the same work but indicates page 90. This method avoids redundant full
citations, making the notes more compact.

"Ibid." Across Different Works

It is critically important to understand that "ibid." can only be used when
the source in the current footnote is identical to the source in the
immediately preceding footnote. If there is any intervening citation, even of
another work by the same author, "ibid." cannot be used. In such cases, a
shortened citation format must be employed.

Consider this incorrect usage:

Footnote 1: John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Footnote 2: John Smith, A Pictorial History (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2021), 10.

Footnote 3: Ibid., 50.

In this example, Footnote 3 incorrectly uses "ibid." to refer to page 50 of A
Pictorial History. Because Footnote 2 cited a different work by John Smith,
"ibid." cannot be used to refer back to the second footnote's source.
Footnote 3 should instead use a shortened citation, such as: Smith, A
Pictorial History, 50.

When Not to Use "Ibid."

The rule of thumb for using "ibid." is simple but absolute: it must refer to
the source cited in the note directly above it. If even one footnote
separates the current note from the previous citation of the same source,
"ibid." is inappropriate. This also extends to situations where multiple
sources are cited within a single footnote. If a footnote contains citations



to two different works, the next footnote cannot use "ibid." to refer to
either of those works if it does not directly follow the specific citation
within the previous note.

Furthermore, if a footnote cites the same work multiple times without
intervening citations, "ibid." can be used consecutively. However, the moment
a different source is introduced, the chain for "ibid." is broken. It is also
generally discouraged to use "ibid." too frequently, as it can sometimes
hinder clarity if overused, though this is more a matter of stylistic
judgment than strict rule.

Common Mistakes in "Ibid." Usage

One of the most frequent errors in applying "ibid." is its use when the
immediately preceding footnote cites a different source. This often occurs
when writers intend to refer back to a source cited several notes prior and
mistakenly believe "ibid." can bridge that gap. Another common mistake is
omitting the page number when the intended reference is to a different page
than the one in the preceding footnote.

Other pitfalls include:

Using "ibid." after a bibliography entry or a note that doesn't contain
a source citation.

Applying "ibid." when citing different editions of the same work without
clear indication.

Over-reliance on "ibid." in complex citation structures, which can lead
to confusion about the precise source being referenced.

Incorrectly abbreviating "ibid." (e.g., using "ib." or "id.").

Careful review of footnote sequences is essential to prevent these errors and
maintain the accuracy of citations.

Alternatives to "Ibid."

When "ibid." cannot be used because the preceding footnote cites a different
source, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends using shortened citations.
These shortened citations typically include the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other
works by the same author), and the page number.



The structure for a shortened citation is generally:

Author’s Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number.

For example, if Footnote 1 cited Smith's The History of Chicago and Footnote
2 cited Doe's Urban Planning, and Footnote 3 wanted to refer back to Smith's
book, it would be written as: Smith, The History of Chicago, 75.

If an author has written multiple works that might cause confusion with
similar titles, the shortened title becomes particularly important. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for determining when a shortened
title is necessary and how to format it (usually italicized and no longer
than a few words).

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnotes

To ensure accuracy and clarity in your Chicago style footnotes, especially
when using "ibid." and its alternatives, several best practices should be
followed. First and foremost, maintain meticulous records of your sources as
you research. This will prevent confusion later on.

Key best practices include:

Consistency is Key: Adhere strictly to the Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines throughout your document.

Prioritize Clarity: If there's any doubt about whether "ibid." will be
understood, opt for a shortened citation.

Double-Check Sequences: Always verify that "ibid." is used only for the
immediately preceding footnote's source.

Use the Latest Edition: Refer to the most current edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for the most up-to-date rules and examples.

Proofread Carefully: Thoroughly review all footnotes for accuracy in
names, titles, page numbers, and abbreviations.

Utilize Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can greatly assist in managing citations and generating
footnotes, though manual review is still essential.

By integrating these practices, writers can confidently and effectively
employ Chicago style footnotes, including the efficient use of "ibid.," to
produce polished and credible academic work.



FAQ

Q: When is the exact rule for using "ibid." in
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?
A: "Ibid." (from the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used in
Chicago style footnotes to refer to the source cited in the immediately
preceding footnote. It signifies that both the work and the page number are
the same as the note directly above it. If the page number differs, "ibid."
is followed by the new page number.

Q: Can I use "ibid." if there is an intervening
footnote between the current citation and the
previous one?
A: No, you cannot use "ibid." if there is any intervening footnote between
the current citation and the previous one, even if that intervening footnote
cites the same author or a different work by the same author. The rule is
strict: it must refer to the immediately preceding footnote's source.

Q: What should I do if I need to cite a source that
was mentioned a few footnotes ago, and "ibid." is no
longer applicable?
A: When "ibid." is no longer applicable because the preceding footnote cites
a different source, you should use a shortened citation. This typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the
page number. For example: Smith, History of Chicago, 95.

Q: How do I use "ibid." when the source is the same
but the page number is different from the preceding
footnote?
A: If the source is the same as the immediately preceding footnote but you
need to cite a different page, you use "ibid." followed by the new page
number. For instance, if footnote 5 cited Smith, History of Chicago, 75, and
footnote 6 needed to cite the same work but on page 82, footnote 6 would
read: Ibid., 82.

Q: Is there a limit to how many times I can use
"ibid." consecutively?
A: There is no strict numerical limit to consecutive uses of "ibid." as long



as the source remains the same as the immediately preceding footnote.
However, excessive use, even if technically correct, might sometimes detract
from clarity. It's always good practice to ensure readability.

Q: What is the difference between "ibid." and "op.
cit." or "loc. cit." in Chicago style?
A: In the current Chicago Manual of Style (17th edition), "op. cit." (from
opere citato, "in the work cited") and "loc. cit." (from loco citato, "in the
place cited") are generally discouraged and replaced by shortened citations.
"Ibid." remains the primary abbreviation for referring to the immediately
preceding source.

Q: What if a footnote cites multiple sources? Can I
use "ibid." for one of them?
A: Generally, no. If a footnote contains multiple citations, and the next
footnote needs to refer to one of those sources, "ibid." is usually not
appropriate unless the preceding footnote contained only a single citation to
that specific source. In most cases involving multiple citations within a
single note, subsequent references will require shortened citations.

Q: Should I always italicize the title when using a
shortened citation after "ibid." is no longer
applicable?
A: Yes, according to Chicago style, shortened titles of books and other major
works should be italicized. If the work is a part of a larger work (like an
article in a journal), the title would be in quotation marks.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style have specific
rules about using "ibid." for different editions of
the same book?
A: Yes. If you are citing different editions of the same work, you must
specify the edition in the first full citation and in any subsequent
shortened citations or when the edition changes. You cannot rely on "ibid."
to implicitly carry over edition information if the editions differ between
consecutive notes.

Q: Can I use "ibid." in a bibliography?
A: No, "ibid." is exclusively used in footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations. Bibliographies require full bibliographic entries for every source



listed, without any abbreviations like "ibid."
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