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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style
Footnotes: Formatting Examples for Clarity
chicago manual of style footnotes for formatting examples are crucial for academic writers,
researchers, and anyone aiming for impeccable citation practices. Adhering to the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) for footnotes ensures that your work is credible, your sources are properly
attributed, and your readers can easily access the information you've referenced. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of CMOS footnote formatting, providing clear
examples for various source types, from books and articles to websites and other digital resources.
We will explore the fundamental principles of footnote construction, including the use of both note
and bibliography styles, and highlight common pitfalls to avoid. Understanding these formatting
nuances is essential for producing polished, professional prose that meets the rigorous standards of
academic and scholarly publishing.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which
utilizes either full footnotes or endnotes for the first citation and subsequently shortened forms for



subsequent citations. The purpose of footnotes is twofold: to provide source attribution for direct
quotations, paraphrased ideas, and factual information, and to offer supplementary information or
commentary without disrupting the flow of the main text. Understanding the structure of a footnote
is the first step toward mastering this system.

A typical first-instance footnote in Chicago style includes the author's first name, author's last name,
title of the work (italicized for books and articles in periodicals, or enclosed in quotation marks for
shorter works), publication details such as place of publication, publisher, and year of publication for
books, and volume and page numbers. Subsequent citations of the same source are significantly
shortened, typically including only the author's last name, a shortened title, and the relevant page
number. This streamlined approach helps maintain readability while still providing essential
sourcing information.

Formatting Footnotes for Books

Citing books using Chicago style footnotes requires careful attention to detail, especially for the
initial citation. The structure of a book footnote aims to provide all necessary information for a
reader to locate the specific edition and passage being referenced. This includes the author's full
name, the complete title of the book, and the publication details. Page numbers are critical for
pinpointing the exact source of the information.

First Instance Footnote for a Book
When you cite a book for the first time in your paper, the footnote should be comprehensive. This
format allows readers to identify the source unequivocally.

Example:

1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Instance Footnote for a Book
After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same book are abbreviated. This prevents
redundancy and keeps the footnotes concise.

Example:

2. Smith, History of Chicago, 112.

Book with Multiple Authors
When a book has two or three authors, all names are listed in the first footnote. For four or more
authors, only the first author's name is given, followed by "et al."

Example (Two Authors):

3. Jane Doe and Richard Roe, Urban Planning in the Midwest (New York: Gotham Books, 2018), 78.

Example (Multiple Authors):



4. Michael Brown et al., Architectural Marvels of Illinois (Springfield: Illinois State Historical
Society, 2021), 201.

Edited Book
For an edited book where you are citing the editor rather than an author of a specific chapter, the
editor's role is indicated.

Example:

5. Sarah Lee, ed., Essays on Midwestern Literature (London: Oxford University Press, 2019), 99.

Formatting Footnotes for Articles

Journal articles, magazine articles, and newspaper articles all have specific formatting requirements
for Chicago style footnotes. The key distinction often lies in whether the article is part of a periodical
(like a journal or magazine) or a standalone piece. For articles appearing in periodicals, the title is
typically enclosed in quotation marks, and the periodical's name is italicized.

Journal Article Footnote
Journal articles are a common source in academic writing. The footnote should include the author's
name, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, and publication date, along with the
specific page number(s).

Example:

6. Emily Clark, "The Evolution of Chicago's Skyline," Journal of Urban History 35, no. 2 (2019): 150.

Magazine Article Footnote
Magazine articles are generally less formal than journal articles, and their citation format reflects
this. The publication date is usually more specific.

Example:

7. David Green, "Windy City Blues: A Look at Chicago's Music Scene," Chicago Magazine, April
2022, 34.

Newspaper Article Footnote
Citing newspaper articles involves similar elements to magazine articles but often includes the
specific date of publication rather than just the month and year.

Example:

8. Maria Rodriguez, "New Developments in Millennium Park," Chicago Tribune, October 27, 2021,
B3.



Formatting Footnotes for Websites and Online
Resources

The digital age has introduced a myriad of online resources, and Chicago style provides guidelines
for citing them. The primary challenge with online sources is their potential for impermanence or
change. Therefore, including a stable retrieval date or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is often
recommended where available.

Website Page Footnote
When citing a specific page on a website, include the author or organization, title of the page,
website name, and the URL. A retrieval date is crucial for online sources.

Example:

9. The Field Museum, "Dinosaurs of North America," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.fieldmuseum.org/dinosaurs/north-america.

Online Article with DOI
If an online article, especially a journal article, has a DOI, it should be included as it provides a
persistent link to the content.

Example:

10. Sarah Chen, "Chicago's Public Art Renaissance," Art Today, November 2020,
https://doi.org/10.1000/art.2020.001.

Blog Post Footnote
Blog posts, while often less formal, can still be valuable sources and require proper citation.

Example:

11. Alex Johnson, "My Favorite Cafes in Lincoln Park," Chicago Coffee Lover, June 15, 2022,
https://chicagocoffeelover.com/lincoln-park-cafes.

Formatting Footnotes for Other Source Types

Beyond books and articles, Chicago style offers guidance for a wide array of other sources, including
dissertations, government documents, and even interviews. Each type has specific elements that
must be included to ensure accurate referencing.



Dissertation or Thesis Footnote
Citing academic dissertations or theses requires specific information about the institution and
degree level.

Example:

12. Robert Williams, "Urban Development Patterns in Post-War Chicago" (PhD diss., Northwestern
University, 2018), 120.

Government Document Footnote
Government documents can vary greatly in format, but generally, they include the issuing agency,
title, and publication details.

Example:

13. U.S. Census Bureau, Demographic Trends of Metropolitan Chicago (Washington, DC:
Government Printing Office, 2022), 55.

Interview Footnote
Personal interviews are cited by identifying the interviewee, the nature of the interview, and the
date it occurred.

Example:

14. Maria Garcia, personal interview by author, March 10, 2023.

Special Considerations in Chicago Style Footnote
Formatting

Certain situations call for specific adaptations to the standard footnote formatting. These include
citing sources that are part of a larger work, such as a chapter in an edited book, or dealing with
electronic resources that lack traditional publication information. Understanding these nuances
ensures comprehensive and accurate citation across all types of materials.

Chapter in an Edited Book
When citing a specific chapter within an edited volume, you need to include the chapter author,
chapter title, the book's editor(s), the book title, and the book's publication details, along with the
page range of the chapter.

Example:

15. William Brown, "The Architecture of the Loop," in Chicago's Built Environment, ed. Susan White
(New York: Architectural Press, 2017), 88-105.



Electronic Book Footnote
Citing an e-book generally follows the print book format but may include a DOI or URL if available. If
the e-book differs from its print counterpart, it's good practice to note that.

Example:

16. Emily Davis, Modern Chicago Stories (Boston: E-Publisher Inc., 2019), chap. 5,
https://www.exampleebooks.com/modern-chicago-stories.

Audiovisual Material
For sources like films, documentaries, or podcasts, the citation includes the creator, title, and
relevant distribution information or access details.

Example:

17. "The Making of a Metropolis" (documentary), directed by John Adams, produced by Emily Carter,
Chicago Productions, 2021, stream via Vimeo.

Common Mistakes in Chicago Manual of Style
Footnotes

Despite diligent effort, writers often make recurring errors when formatting Chicago style footnotes.
Awareness of these common pitfalls can significantly improve the accuracy and professionalism of
your citations. These errors often stem from overlooking small but significant details in punctuation,
capitalization, or the inclusion of essential bibliographic elements.

One frequent mistake is incorrect placement of commas and periods. In Chicago style, commas and
periods are placed after the closing quotation mark for titles of shorter works and before the closing
parenthesis for publication information in parentheses.

Incorrect: 1. "Article Title," Periodical Name, Date.

Correct: 1. "Article Title," Periodical Name, Date.

Another common error is the inconsistent use of italics and quotation marks. Book titles, journal
titles, and website names should be italicized, while titles of articles, chapters, and shorter works
should be enclosed in quotation marks. Omitting the publication city or publisher for books is also a
common oversight.

Furthermore, failing to use shortened citations for subsequent references is a stylistic error that can
make footnotes unnecessarily lengthy and cumbersome. Lastly, incorrect formatting of URLs or
missing retrieval dates for online sources can hinder a reader's ability to access the information.

Mastering Chicago manual of style footnotes for formatting examples is an ongoing process of



learning and careful application. By understanding the fundamental structures for different source
types and being mindful of common errors, writers can produce work that is not only well-
researched but also impeccably presented, lending credibility and authority to their scholarly
endeavors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes?
A: The primary purpose of using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes is to provide clear and specific
attribution for all borrowed material, whether it's direct quotation, paraphrased ideas, or factual
data. They also serve to offer supplementary information or commentary that would disrupt the flow
of the main text.

Q: How does the first footnote citation for a book differ from
subsequent citations in Chicago style?
A: The first footnote citation for a book is a full citation, including the author's full name, the
complete title of the book (italicized), publication city, publisher, and year of publication, followed by
the specific page number. Subsequent citations are shortened to include only the author's last name,
a shortened title of the book, and the page number.

Q: Should I use italics or quotation marks for the title of a
journal article in a Chicago style footnote?
A: In a Chicago style footnote, the title of a journal article should be enclosed in quotation marks,
while the title of the journal itself should be italicized.

Q: What information is essential when citing a website in a
Chicago style footnote?
A: When citing a website in a Chicago style footnote, it is essential to include the author or
organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific page, the name of the website, and
the URL. Crucially, you should also include the date you accessed the page, as website content can
change or be removed.

Q: How do I format a footnote for a chapter written by one
author in an edited book?
A: For a chapter in an edited book, the footnote should include the chapter author's full name, the
chapter title in quotation marks, the word "in," the book editor(s)' names and role (e.g., "ed."), the
book title italicized, the publication information (city, publisher, year), and the page range of the



chapter.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for citing online
articles in Chicago style?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital object, such
as an online journal article. It's important because it provides a persistent and stable link to the
content, even if the URL changes. When available, a DOI should be included in Chicago style
footnotes for online articles.

Q: Can I use the same shortened format for all subsequent
citations of a source, regardless of the source type?
A: Generally, yes, for most common source types like books and articles, a consistent shortened
format is used for subsequent citations after the first full mention. However, specific variations
might exist for less common source types, and it's always best to consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.

Q: What is the significance of the retrieval date when citing
online sources in Chicago style footnotes?
A: The retrieval date is significant because online content can be dynamic and may change or be
removed without notice. Including the retrieval date indicates when the information was accessed,
allowing readers to understand the state of the source at that specific time and helping them if the
original link becomes broken.
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