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Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Books Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style footnotes for books examples are crucial for academic and scholarly
writing, ensuring proper citation and giving credit to sources. This guide delves deep into the
intricacies of Chicago style footnotes for books, providing clear examples for various scenarios.
Understanding how to format these citations correctly is essential for maintaining academic integrity
and allowing readers to easily locate your sources. We will explore the fundamental elements of a
Chicago footnote for a book, cover common variations like citing specific chapters or edited
collections, and offer practical advice to avoid common pitfalls. Whether you are a student,
researcher, or author, mastering Chicago style footnotes will enhance the credibility and
professionalism of your work.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Footnotes
for Books

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system,
which uses footnotes or endnotes for citations. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
citation is referenced, offering immediate context to the reader. The goal of a Chicago footnote is to
provide enough information for the reader to identify and locate the source without ambiguity. This
system is widely used in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Footnote for a
Book

A Chicago style footnote for a book generally includes several key pieces of information, presented in
a specific order and with particular punctuation. While the exact format can vary slightly depending
on whether it's the first mention of a source or a subsequent one, the core elements remain
consistent. These components are designed to be comprehensive yet concise.



First Footnote Citation for a Book

When you cite a book for the first time in your footnotes, you need to provide a full citation. This
includes the author's first and last name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, and the year of publication. You also include the specific page number(s) from which you
are quoting or referencing information. The author's name is given in first name, last name order for
the initial citation in a footnote.

For example, a first footnote citation for a book might look like this:

e 1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for a Book

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same book can be shortened. This is done to
avoid unnecessary repetition and to keep the footnotes from becoming overly cumbersome. The
shortened note typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's long
and complex), and the relevant page number. The use of "ibid." is also common for consecutive
citations of the same source.

A subsequent footnote citation for the same book would be formatted as follows:

e 2. Smith, History of Chicago, 112.
e 3. Ibid., 130.

* 4. 1bid., 45-46.

Note that "lIbid." (Latin for "in the same place") is used when the immediately preceding footnote
refers to the exact same source and page number. If the page number differs, you include the new
page number after "Ibid."

Common Scenarios and Examples for Book Citations

Beyond the basic book citation, Chicago style offers specific formats for various types of book-related
sources. Understanding these nuances ensures accuracy and consistency in your citations. These
examples cover frequently encountered situations in scholarly research.

Citing a Book by Two or Three Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all authors' names are included in the footnote. The first



author's name is given in standard order (first name, last name), but subsequent authors' names are
listed in reverse order (last name, first name). For books with more than three authors, only the first
author's name is listed, followed by "et al."

Here is an example of citing a book with two authors:

e 5. Jane Doe and Robert Johnson, Literary Theory: An Introduction (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2018), 78.

And for a book with three authors:

e 6. Emily White, Paul Green, and Sarah Brown, Urban Planning in the 21st Century (London:
Routledge, 2019), 215.

Citing a Book by More Than Three Authors

For books with four or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends listing only the first
author's name followed by "et al." This simplifies the citation and prevents it from becoming
excessively long, especially if you are referencing the work multiple times.

Example of citing a book with four authors:

e 7. Mark Davis et al., Global Economic Trends (Singapore: World Scientific Publishing, 2021), 50.

Citing a Book with No Author (Anonymous or Editor as Author)

If a book has no identifiable author, you typically use the title of the book as the first element in your
citation. If the book is edited and the editor is credited as the primary authority, you would use the
editor's name in place of the author.

Example of a book with no author:

e 8. The Encyclopedia of World Religions (New York: Paragon House, 1991), 345.

Example of a book with an editor:

¢ 9. Mary Adams, ed., Essays on Modern Poetry (Boston: Beacon Press, 2017), 102.



Citing Specific Chapters in an Edited Book

Citing a specific chapter within an edited book requires providing details about both the chapter and
the overall book. This is common when you are drawing information from a single contribution within
a larger collection. You will need the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter, the title of the
book, the editor(s), and the publication details of the book.

When citing a chapter from an edited book for the first time, the format is:

¢ 10. Michael Lee, "The Impact of Technology on Education," in Future of Learning, ed. Susan
Clark, 25-45 (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2022), 30.

Subsequent citations for this chapter would follow the shortened note format, typically including the
chapter author's last name, the chapter title, and the page number.

e 11. Lee, "Impact of Technology," 32.

Citing Multiple Editions or Printings

When citing a book that has gone through multiple editions or printings, it is important to specify
which edition you are using. This helps your reader find the exact same information you consulted.
The edition number is typically placed after the title.

Example of citing a second edition:

e 12. David Miller, A Brief History of Ancient Rome, 2nd ed. (New York: Vintage Books, 2015), 88.

If there is no edition number but you are aware of a later printing that is significantly different, you
might refer to the year of the specific printing you used if it differs from the copyright year. However,
if you are referencing the most recent edition, simply noting "2nd ed." is usually sufficient.

Citing Electronic Books

Citing electronic books, or e-books, has become increasingly important. The format generally follows
that of print books but includes additional information to help the reader access the electronic
version. This may include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL.

When citing an e-book, the general format is:

e 13. Sarah Davis, Digital Humanities Methods (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019), chap. 3,
doi:10.1057/978-1-137-56701-4.



If a DOI is not available, you would typically include the URL. It is also good practice to include the
date you accessed the electronic resource, especially if the content is likely to change over time.

e 14, John Adams, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2020),
https://www.academicpress.com/citationbook. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Other Considerations for Chicago Style Footnotes

Several other less common but important scenarios can arise when citing books using Chicago style
footnotes. These include citing books published in series, citing translations, and handling
introductions or forewords written by someone other than the main author.

Citing a Book in a Series

If a book is part of a numbered series, you should include the series title and number in your citation.
This provides further context about the publication.

Example of a book in a series:

¢ 15. Eleanor Vance, The Evolution of Printing Technology, Studies in the History of Printing, no.
12 (New York: Garland Publishing, 1995), 75.

Citing a Translated Book

When you are citing a book that has been translated, you should include the translator's name. The
translator's name is typically placed after the book title and before the publication information.

Example of a translated book:

e 16. Victor Hugo, Les Misérables, trans. Christine de Villiers (New York: Modern Library, 2001),
210.

Citing an Introduction, Foreword, or Afterword

If you are referencing material from an introduction, foreword, or afterword that was written by
someone other than the main author of the book, you need to indicate this in your citation. The
format will resemble that of citing a chapter in an edited book.



Example of citing a foreword:

e 17. Mary Jones, Foreword to A History of Local Governance, by Peter Smith, ix-xv (London:
Cambridge University Press, 2018).

Note that the page numbers for prefatory material are typically in lowercase Roman numerals.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes and endnotes?

A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document. Both serve the same citation purpose in the notes-bibliography
system, but footnotes offer immediate reader convenience.

Q: When should I use "ibid." in my Chicago style footnotes?

A: You should use "ibid." (short for "in the same place") when your immediately preceding footnote
refers to the exact same source and page number. If the source is the same but the page number is
different, you would still use "ibid." followed by the new page number.

Q: How do | cite a book | found on a website like Google
Books?

A: You would cite it as you would a standard print book if the content is identical, including the author,
title, publisher, and year. If you are accessing a specific digital version that might differ from a print
edition, you would also include information about the electronic access, such as a URL or DOI, and
potentially the date of access.

Q: Do | need to include the publisher's location in a Chicago
style footnote?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the place of publication for books. If a book has
multiple publication locations listed, you typically use the first one shown.

Q: How do | cite a very long book title in my Chicago style
footnotes?

A: For subsequent citations, you can use a shortened version of the title. This shortened title should
be italicized and typically includes the main part of the title, making it easily identifiable without being



overly long.

Q: What if a book has no publication date?

A: If a book has no publication date, you can use "n.d." (no date) in place of the publication year. This
indicates that the information regarding the publication date is unavailable.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle citing a book
with a corporate author?

A: For a corporate author (e.g., an organization, government agency), you would list the name of the
organization as the author in the footnote, followed by the rest of the citation details as you would for
an individual author.

Q: Is it necessary to include the full title of the book in every
subsequent footnote?

A: No, for subsequent footnotes to the same book, you can use a shortened title. This is a common
practice to make the footnotes more concise and readable, especially when dealing with multiple
sources.
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