chicago manual of style footnotes
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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes
Examples

chicago manual of style footnotes examples are crucial for academic writers,
researchers, and anyone adhering to scholarly citation standards. Mastering
these examples ensures clarity, credibility, and proper attribution of
sources within your work. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
intricacies of Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnotes, offering clear
explanations and practical examples for various source types. We will cover
the fundamental principles of footnote formatting, explore specific examples
for books, journal articles, websites, and other common resources, and
address common challenges and nuances in creating accurate and effective
footnotes. Understanding these examples is not just about following a style
guide; it’'s about contributing to the integrity of scholarly discourse.
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The Importance of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. Its footnote system
allows for detailed citation of sources directly within the text, providing
readers with immediate access to the origin of information. This not only
strengthens the author's argument by demonstrating thorough research but also
prevents plagiarism and acknowledges the intellectual contributions of
others. Properly formatted footnotes also enhance the readability of a
document by keeping extensive bibliographic information separate from the
main narrative, yet readily available.

When meticulously following CMOS guidelines for footnotes, writers can ensure
a professional and credible presentation of their research. The system is
designed to be flexible yet precise, accommodating a vast array of source
materials. Understanding the nuances of these examples is paramount for
anyone seeking to publish academic work or create any document that demands
rigorous citation practices.

Basic Principles of Chicago Manual of Style
Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses
exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes superscript
numbers in the text to refer to corresponding notes at the bottom of the page
(footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). The key principle is
that each citation within the footnotes should provide enough information for
a reader to locate the original source. Consistency is paramount; once a
source is cited in full, subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened.

Footnotes appear in numerical order, starting with 1 and continuing
sequentially throughout the document. The first time a source is cited, a
full note is generally required. Subsequent references to the same source use
a shortened form, typically including the author’s last name, a shortened
title, and a page number. The goal is to balance completeness with
conciseness, ensuring easy navigation for the reader.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Core
Components

Regardless of the source type, most Chicago style footnotes share fundamental



components. These include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication details (such as place of publication, publisher, and year), and
specific locational information like page numbers. Understanding the order
and formatting of these elements is the first step in mastering footnote
creation. Commas, periods, and italics are used precisely to delineate these
components and enhance clarity.

The structure typically begins with the author's name in the standard order
(first name, then last name) in the first note. For subsequent notes, the
author's last name often appears first. Titles of standalone works, such as
books, are italicized. Titles of shorter works, like articles or essays, are
enclosed in quotation marks. The publication information generally follows
the title, and the page number(s) cited come last.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Specific
Source Types

The complexity of Chicago style footnotes lies in their adaptation to various
types of sources. While the core principles remain, the specific details
required for each source differ significantly. This section will break down
examples for the most commonly encountered sources, providing clear,
actionable models for writers to follow. From foundational academic texts to
ephemeral online content, mastering these variations is key to comprehensive
citation.

It is crucial to remember that these examples are guides. Always consult the
latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive rules and for

less common source types. Attention to detail in these examples will prevent
common errors and ensure your citations are both accurate and authoritative.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Books

Citing books in Chicago style footnotes requires careful attention to author
names, titles, and publication details. The first full note for a book
generally includes the author's full name, the title of the book in italics,
followed by the publication information (city: publisher, year), and then the
specific page number(s) being referenced. Subsequent shortened notes will
omit some of this detail.

First Footnote Citation for a Book

When you cite a book for the first time, you provide all the necessary
bibliographical information. This allows readers to identify the exact



edition and publication details of the source you are using. The format is
designed for maximum clarity and completeness.

e 1. Sarah V. Smith, The Art of Citation: A Guide for Writers (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2021), 45.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for a Book

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same book are
typically shortened. This reduces redundancy in your footnotes and improves
readability. The shortened form usually includes the author's last name, a

condensed version of the title (if necessary for clarity), and the relevant
page number.

e 2. Smith, Art of Citation, 112.

Book with Multiple Authors

For books with two or three authors, all names are typically listed in the
first footnote. For works with more than three authors, only the first
author's name is listed, followed by "et al." (and others).

¢ 3. John K. Doe and Jane R. Roe, Collaborative Research Methods (New
York: Academic Press, 2019), 78.

e 4. Michael P. Johnson et al., Advanced Statistical Analysis (London:
Routledge, 2020), 150.

Edited Book

When citing an entire edited book, you list the editor(s) followed by "ed."
or "eds." instead of the author.

e 5. Eleanor Vance, ed., Perspectives on Modern Literature (Boston: Beacon
Press, 2018), 201.

Chapter in an Edited Book

Citing a specific chapter requires naming the chapter author, the chapter



title (in quotation marks), the book editor(s), the book title (in italics),
and the book's publication details, along with the chapter's page range.

e 6. David Lee, "The Evolution of Narrative" in Perspectives on Modern
Literature, ed. Eleanor Vance (Boston: Beacon Press, 2018), 201-225.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Journal
Articles

Journal articles are another common source type in academic writing. The
citation for a journal article in CMOS footnotes includes the author's name,
the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (in italics), the
volume and issue number, and the publication year, followed by the page
numbers. Including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is also increasingly
important for online journal access.

First Footnote Citation for a Journal Article

The first mention of a journal article provides complete information,
allowing the reader to find it easily. This includes all the standard
bibliographic elements and specific page numbers.

e 7. Emily Carter, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse,"”
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 150.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations of a journal article are shortened.
This usually involves the author's last name, a shortened article title if
needed for clarity, and the page number.

e 8. Carter, "Social Media," 165.

Journal Article with a DOI

When citing online journal articles, including the DOI is highly recommended
as it provides a stable and direct link to the article.

¢ 9. Benjamin Ross, "Quantum Computing Breakthroughs," Physical Review



Letters 128, no. 7 (2023): 070401,
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.128.070401.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Websites and
Online Sources

Citing online sources can be complex due to the variability in website
structure and content. The general format for a website includes the author
or organization name (if available), the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), the website name (in italics), the publication
date (if available), and the URL. It is also crucial to include the date you
accessed the page, as online content can change or be removed.

Website Page with Author and Date

When an author and publication date are clearly indicated, the citation
follows a more standard format.

e 10. Alice Chen, "Understanding Climate Change Models," National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, last modified October 26, 2023,
https://www.noaa.gov/climate-models. Accessed November 15, 2023.

Website with Organization as Author

If no individual author is listed, the name of the organization responsible
for the website serves as the author.

e 11. World Health Organization, "Global Health Statistics 2022,"
https://www.who.int/data/gho/publications/global-health-statistics.
Accessed November 15, 2023.

Online News Article

News articles online are often cited similarly to journal articles, but with
the website name and URL taking precedence over traditional publication
details.

e 12. Mark Johnson, "New Renewable Energy Policies Announced," The Daily
Chronicle, November 10, 2023,



https://www.dailychronicle.com/news/renewable-energy. Accessed November
15, 2023.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Other Common
Sources

Beyond books and articles, writers frequently cite other materials like
newspapers, magazines, interviews, and dissertations. Each of these requires
specific formatting to accurately represent the source.

Newspaper Article

For newspaper articles, include the author (if known), article title,
newspaper name (in italics), date of publication, and page numbers. Online
newspaper articles follow similar conventions to other online news sources.

e 13. Sarah Lee, "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune,
November 14, 2023, sec. B, 1.

Magazine Article

Magazine article citations include the author, article title, magazine title
(in italics), date, and page numbers. For online magazine articles, provide
the URL and access date.

e 14. David Kim, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Wired, December
2023, 55-60.

Personal Interview

When citing an interview you conducted, provide the interviewee's name, the
type of interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email interview"), and the
date it occurred. If the interview is recorded or transcribed, note that as
well.

e 15. Interview with Dr. Anya Sharma, personal interview, October 10,
2023.



Dissertation or Thesis

For dissertations or theses, include the author's name, dissertation title
(in italics), the degree sought, the university, and the year of completion.
If accessed online, provide the database or archive information and URL.

e 16. Robert Green, A Study of Urban Development Patterns (PhD diss.,
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 2022), 120.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Variations
and Special Cases

The Chicago Manual of Style is comprehensive, and it addresses numerous less
common scenarios. These can include citing government documents, legal
materials, films, or musical works. While not as frequently encountered,
knowing how to approach these can be essential for specialized research.

Government Document

Government documents often have specific citation requirements. For a report
from a government agency, you might cite the agency as the author, the title
of the report, and the publication details, including report numbers if
applicable.

e 17. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional
Economic Activity in the United States (Washington, DC: Government
Publishing Office, 2022), 34.

Film or Video

When citing a film, you typically include the title of the film (in italics),
director, producer (optional but often helpful), studio or distributor, and
year of release. For specific scenes or quotes, include the timestamp.

e 18. Parasite, directed by Bong Joon-ho, produced by Kwak Sin-ae and Moon
Yang-kwon, distributed by Neon, 2019.



Work of Art

Citing a work of art involves the artist's name, the title of the work (in
italics), the date of creation, and its current location (museum, gallery,
private collection).

¢ 19. Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night, 1889, Museum of Modern Art, New
York.

Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Footnote
Creation

Creating accurate Chicago style footnotes requires diligence and attention to
detail. Here are some practical tips to ensure your citations are correct and
professional. Consistent application of the rules is as important as
understanding them.

e Use a Style Guide: Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for definitive guidance. Online resources and style
guides can offer summaries, but the official manual is the ultimate
authority.

e Be Consistent: Once you establish a format for a specific source type,
stick to it throughout your document. Inconsistencies can confuse
readers and detract from your credibility.

e Double-Check Details: Verify all names, titles, dates, publishers, and
page numbers. Even small errors can make a source difficult to locate.

e Keep Track of Sources: As you conduct research, maintain a running list
of all sources you intend to cite. This will make footnote creation much
smoother later on.

e Use Software Wisely: Citation management software can be helpful, but
always review its output for accuracy. These tools are aids, not
replacements for understanding the rules.

e Format Carefully: Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization,
and the use of italics and quotation marks as prescribed by CMOS.

e Understand Shortened Notes: Master the transition from full notes to
shortened notes for subsequent citations to avoid unnecessary

repetition.

e Include DOIs and URLs: For online sources, always include DOIs or stable



URLs and the date of access.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a
footnote and an endnote in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, both footnotes and endnotes serve the purpose of
providing source citations. The primary difference is their location:
footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the document, chapter, or book. The
content of the notes themselves (the citation information) is typically
identical for both systems.

Q: When do I use a full citation versus a shortened
citation for a source in Chicago style footnotes?

A: You use a full citation for a source the first time it appears in your
footnotes. For all subsequent citations of the same source, you use a
shortened version. The shortened note generally includes the author's last
name, a brief title of the work (if needed to distinguish it from other works
by the same author), and the specific page number(s).

Q: How do I cite a website that doesn't have a clear
author or publication date?

A: If a website lacks an individual author, use the name of the organization
or corporate author responsible for the site. If no publication or last
modified date is available, omit it and focus on providing the website name,
URL, and the date you accessed the page.

Q: What is the correct way to format a book title in
Chicago style footnotes?

A: In Chicago style, the titles of standalone works, such as books, are
always italicized. For example, The Great Gatsby.

Q: How do I cite multiple works by the same author
in my footnotes?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author, it's essential to use
shortened titles in subsequent notes to distinguish them. If the author has



written many works, the shortened title is crucial. For example, if an author
has written Book A and Book B, subsequent notes might be Smith, Book A, 55
and Smith, Book B, 112.

Q: Is it necessary to include page numbers in all
Chicago style footnotes?

A: Page numbers are required for any Chicago style footnote that refers to
specific information, arguments, or direct quotations from a source. If you
are citing an entire work without referencing a particular section, you may
omit page numbers, but this is less common for footnotes which usually point
to specific evidence.

Q: How should I handle citing a source that is
available in both print and online formats?

A: For sources like journal articles that exist in both print and online
versions, it's best practice to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier)
if available, or the URL. The DOI is preferred as it is a stable identifier.
Always include the access date for online sources.

Q: What is the purpose of the "et al." in Chicago
style citations?

A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In Chicago style,
it is used in footnotes when citing a work with more than three authors. You
list the first author's name followed by "et al." in both full and shortened
notes.
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