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The Chicago Manual of Style Footnote Example: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style footnote example is a crucial element for academic writers, researchers, and anyone
adhering to rigorous citation standards. This comprehensive guide delves deep into the intricacies of
crafting accurate and consistently formatted footnotes according to the widely respected Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS). We will explore the fundamental principles governing footnote construction, breaking
down the components of various citation types, from books and journal articles to websites and archival
materials. Understanding how to properly cite your sources not only lends credibility to your work but also
ensures intellectual honesty and avoids plagiarism. This article will provide clear, actionable examples and
detailed explanations to equip you with the confidence to master footnote formatting.
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Understanding the Purpose of Footnotes in CMOS

Footnotes, as dictated by the Chicago Manual of Style, serve a dual purpose. Primarily, they are the
mechanism by which authors attribute their sources, giving credit to the original creators of ideas, facts, and
data. This direct attribution is fundamental to academic integrity, allowing readers to trace the origins of
information and consult the original works for further study. Beyond simple attribution, footnotes can also
be used to provide supplementary information, explanations, or digressions that might interrupt the flow of
the main text. This allows for a more streamlined and focused narrative while still offering the reader
valuable additional context or detail when needed.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, where footnotes (or
endnotes) are the preferred method for citing sources. In this system, each piece of borrowed information is
accompanied by a superscript numeral in the text, which corresponds to a numbered note at the bottom of



the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). The consistency and accuracy of these notes
are paramount for scholarly communication.

Basic Footnote Structure and Components

Before diving into specific examples, it's essential to understand the general components that typically
appear in a Chicago Manual of Style footnote. While the exact order and punctuation can vary slightly
depending on the source type, most footnotes include the author's name, the title of the work, and
publication information. The crucial aspect of a footnote is that it provides enough detail for the reader to
locate the source, but it is generally more concise than a full bibliographic entry, especially in subsequent
citations.

Key elements you will commonly encounter include:

Author's first name and last name

Title of the work (italicized for books and standalone works, in quotation marks for articles and
chapters)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year of publication)

Page number(s) being cited

For articles, journal title, volume and issue numbers, and date

For online sources, URL and access date

The punctuation within a footnote is also quite specific. Commas typically separate different elements,
while periods often mark the end of an entry. However, mastering these nuances comes with practice and
by referring to reliable examples.

Citing Books: A Chicago Manual of Style Footnote Example

Citing a book is one of the most frequent citation tasks. The format for a book footnote in Chicago style
requires specific attention to detail regarding author, title, and publication data. For the first reference to a
book, the footnote will include the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of



publication, the publisher, and the year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s) being cited.

Here is a detailed chicago manual of style footnote example for a book's first citation:

First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.1.

Let's illustrate with a concrete example:

1. Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University Press, 2023), 45.

When citing a specific chapter within an edited volume, the format adjusts slightly to include the chapter
author and title, as well as the editor and the overall book title:

Chapter Author First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Title of Edited Book, ed. Editor First1.
Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

An example for a chapter:

2. John Smith, "Historical Context of Footnotes," in Academic Writing Essentials, ed. Emily White (New
York: Scholarly Books Inc., 2022), 112-115.

Citing Journal Articles: A Chicago Manual of Style Footnote
Example

Journal articles require a distinct format within footnotes to account for their periodical nature. This
includes the author's name, the article title, the journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the publication
date, and the specific page number(s). For the first mention of a journal article, all this information is
necessary to ensure the reader can easily locate the precise source.

The chicago manual of style footnote example for a journal article on its first citation follows this pattern:

Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Month/Season Year):1.
page number.

Here's a practical example:



3. Robert Johnson, "The Evolution of Academic Referencing," Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 3 (Fall
2021): 78.

When referring to a specific page or range of pages within the article, ensure those are clearly indicated at
the end of the footnote. If the article is found online through a database, you would include the database
name and a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL if available, along with an access date.

Citing Websites and Online Sources: A Chicago Manual of Style
Footnote Example

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation, and the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines
for citing websites and online content. When referencing a webpage, the footnote should include the
author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page, the name of the website, and the URL.
Crucially, include the date you accessed the material, as online content can change or disappear.

A typical chicago manual of style footnote example for a website:

Author or Organization Name, "Title of Webpage," Name of Website, accessed Month Day, Year,1.
URL.

Consider this example:

4. National Archives, "Declaration of Independence," Archives.gov, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration.

If an author is not clearly identified, use the name of the organization that published the content. For
articles or specific pieces within a larger website, you might include the title of the article in quotation
marks, followed by the website name.

Citing Archival Materials and Unpublished Sources

Citing archival materials and unpublished sources requires a different approach as they often lack the
standardized publication information of books or articles. The goal is to provide enough detail for a
researcher to locate the specific item within its collection. This typically involves the name of the
collection, the repository where it is housed, and specific identifiers for the document or item.



A general chicago manual of style footnote example for archival material:

Name of Collection, Record Group or Box Number, Document Title or Description, Name of1.
Archive, Location.

An example of citing an archival letter:

5. Letter from Eleanor Roosevelt to John Smith, June 15, 1945, Box 12, Eleanor Roosevelt Papers, Franklin
D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, Hyde Park, NY.

For unpublished manuscripts, you would provide the author, title, date of creation, and location of the
manuscript, similar to archival descriptions.

Subsequent Citations: Shortened Notes

Once a source has been cited in full for the first time, subsequent references to the same source can be
significantly shortened. This is a key feature of the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography system
that helps keep footnotes concise and the main text flowing smoothly. The shortened note typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's long), and the page number.

Here's how a shortened chicago manual of style footnote example looks:

Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page number.1.

Following our earlier book example, if we needed to cite Jane Doe's book again, the shortened note would
be:

6. Doe, Art of Citation, 78.

If the shortened note refers to a source by an author who has written multiple works in the bibliography,
it's essential to include a shortened title to avoid ambiguity. If only one work by an author is cited, the
shortened note might simply be the author's last name and page number, but using the shortened title is
generally preferred for clarity.



Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the nuances of footnote formatting can lead to common errors. One of the most frequent
mistakes is inconsistent punctuation. Whether it's missing commas, misplaced periods, or incorrect
italicization, inconsistency detracts from the professionalism of your work. Always double-check the
punctuation against a reliable CMOS guide or example.

Another common pitfall is the incorrect inclusion or omission of publication details. For first-time citations,
ensure all necessary information—author, title, place, publisher, year—is present and accurate. For
subsequent citations, ensure you are using the correct shortened format. Over-reliance on online citation
generators without verification can also lead to errors, as they may not always adhere strictly to CMOS
guidelines.

Finally, failing to cite adequately is a critical error that can lead to accusations of plagiarism. Ensure every
piece of information, idea, or quotation that is not your own is properly attributed with a footnote. When in
doubt, it is always better to err on the side of caution and cite.

The Importance of Consistency in Footnote Formatting

The cardinal rule of the Chicago Manual of Style, and indeed any citation style, is consistency. Once you
establish a format for a particular type of source, you must adhere to it throughout your entire document.
This applies to punctuation, capitalization, italicization, and the order of information within your footnotes
and bibliography.

Consistency not only demonstrates meticulous attention to detail but also makes your work easier for
readers to navigate and understand. A document filled with varied footnote styles can appear disorganized
and unprofessional. Therefore, it is highly recommended to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual
of Style or a trusted online resource for definitive examples and guidelines.

Mastering the chicago manual of style footnote example requires practice and a commitment to accuracy.
By understanding the underlying principles and carefully following established formats, you can ensure
your citations are both effective and impeccable.









FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style Footnote Example

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an endnote in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made in the text, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. Both serve the
same citation purpose in the notes-bibliography system, but footnotes are generally preferred for their
immediate accessibility to the reader.

Q: How do I cite a source for the second or subsequent time using the
Chicago Manual of Style footnote example?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source, you use a shortened note format. This typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's a long title), and the specific page number(s). For
example: Doe, Art of Citation, 78.

Q: What are the essential components of a Chicago Manual of Style
footnote for a book?
A: For the first citation of a book, the essential components are: Author's full name, Title of Book (italicized),
City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication, and the specific page number(s) cited.

Q: How should I format a Chicago Manual of Style footnote for a website?
A: A footnote for a website should include: Author or Organization Name, "Title of Webpage" (in quotation
marks), Name of Website, date accessed (e.g., accessed Month Day, Year), and the URL.

Q: What if the source I am citing has no author listed?
A: If a source has no listed author, you typically begin the footnote with the title of the work. For books,
the title would be italicized. For articles or web pages, the title would be in quotation marks.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a DOI instead of a URL for online journal articles



in a Chicago Manual of Style footnote example?
A: Yes, it is not only acceptable but often preferred to use a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for online journal
articles. A DOI provides a stable and persistent link to the article, making it more reliable than a URL. The
format would generally be: Author Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year):
page(s), doi:XX.XXXX/YYYY.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a Chicago Manual of Style
footnote example?
A: For two authors, list both names with an "and" between them (e.g., John Smith and Jane Doe). For three
or more authors, list the first author's full name followed by "and others" (e.g., John Smith and others).

Q: Can a footnote be used for explanatory notes in Chicago style, not just
for citations?
A: Absolutely. The Chicago Manual of Style allows for explanatory notes, which are used to provide
supplementary information, digressions, or elaborations that might disrupt the flow of the main text. These
are formatted just like citation footnotes, but the content is explanatory rather than a source reference.
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