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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style
Figure Numbering Examples for
Publication
chicago manual of style figure numbering examples for publication are a
critical component of academic and professional writing, ensuring clarity,
consistency, and reader comprehension. This article delves into the nuances
of how the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) guides the numbering and
referencing of figures, tables, and other illustrative elements in a
publication. We will explore the fundamental principles, provide detailed
examples of figure numbering schemes, discuss placement and captioning, and
address common scenarios encountered during the publication process.
Understanding these guidelines is essential for authors aiming to adhere to
scholarly standards and present their work effectively, whether for books,
journals, or dissertations.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Visual Elements

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidance on the
presentation of visual elements within a manuscript. These elements, often
referred to as figures, encompass a broad range of items including
photographs, illustrations, charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams. The primary
goal of CMOS guidelines regarding these visual aids is to ensure that they
are clearly identifiable, easily understood, and seamlessly integrated with
the textual content of the publication. Proper formatting and numbering
contribute significantly to the overall professionalism and readability of
the work.



Adherence to CMOS for figures is not merely about aesthetics; it is
fundamental to scholarly communication. Clear numbering and consistent
labeling prevent ambiguity and allow readers to locate and interpret visual
information efficiently. This is particularly important in disciplines where
visual data plays a crucial role in supporting arguments and presenting
findings. The manual’s recommendations aim to create a standardized approach,
making it easier for editors, designers, and readers to navigate complex
documents.

Principles of Chicago Manual of Style Figure
Numbering

The core principle of figure numbering in Chicago style is sequential
progression. Figures are typically numbered consecutively throughout the
entire work, regardless of their chapter or section placement. This
consistent numbering system aids in cross-referencing and ensures that each
figure has a unique identifier. The manual advocates for a clear and
unambiguous approach to labeling all types of illustrative material.

Another key principle is the distinction between figures and tables. While
both are visual elements, they are treated separately in terms of numbering
and formatting. Figures are generally numbered independently from tables,
using Arabic numerals. This separation helps to categorize and organize the
visual content of a publication, allowing readers to quickly distinguish
between different types of information.

Consistency is paramount. Once a numbering scheme is chosen, it should be
applied uniformly across the entire manuscript. Inconsistent numbering can
lead to confusion for both the author and the reader, and it suggests a lack
of attention to detail in the preparation of the work. editors will often
flag inconsistencies in numbering as a significant issue.

Common Chicago Manual of Style Figure Numbering
Examples

When it comes to practical application, the Chicago Manual of Style offers
straightforward guidance for figure numbering. The most common and
recommended method is to number figures sequentially throughout the entire
document. This means the first figure encountered in the manuscript,
regardless of its chapter, will be Figure 1, the second will be Figure 2, and
so on.

Here are some typical scenarios and how they are handled according to CMOS:



Single Document, Sequential Numbering: If a book or a long article
contains multiple figures, they are numbered consecutively from
beginning to end. For instance, if the first figure appears in chapter
1, it will be Figure 1. If the next figure is in chapter 3, it will be
Figure 2, and so forth.

Figures within Chapters (Less Common for main text, more for appendices
or specific journal styles): While not the primary recommendation for
the main body of a publication, some journal styles or specific
organizational requirements might necessitate numbering figures within
each chapter or section. In such cases, the numbering might follow a
chapter-specific sequence, such as Figure 1.1 for the first figure in
chapter 1, Figure 1.2 for the second, and Figure 2.1 for the first
figure in chapter 2. However, CMOS generally prefers the simpler,
overarching sequential numbering for the primary text.

Appendices: Figures appearing in an appendix are typically numbered
separately from the main body of the text. They might be numbered
consecutively within the appendix (e.g., Figure A1, Figure A2) or use a
system that indicates the appendix, such as Appendix Figure 1. CMOS
advises clarity and consistency, so the chosen method should be clearly
defined and applied.

The intention behind sequential numbering is to provide a singular, easy-to-
follow sequence for all figures within the publication. This avoids the
complexity of multiple numbering systems and simplifies cross-referencing
within the text.

Advanced Figure Numbering Scenarios

While basic sequential numbering covers most situations, complex publications
or specific editorial requirements might introduce more advanced scenarios.
It is crucial to consult specific publication guidelines or style sheets if
they differ from the general CMOS recommendations, as many academic journals
and publishers have their own supplementary rules.

One advanced consideration is the handling of supplementary figures or
multimedia components that are not integral to the main flow of the text but
are provided online or as separate materials. CMOS acknowledges that such
components might require their own numbering or indexing systems, often
distinct from the print figures.

Another scenario involves multi-part figures. If a single conceptual
illustration is broken into several parts (e.g., Figure 3a, Figure 3b, Figure
3c), CMOS recommends that these parts be clearly labeled and referred to in
the text. The main figure number should still be sequential, and the parts
are sub-designations of that main figure.



Consider a situation where figures are introduced into a manuscript that has
already been partially typeset or is part of a larger collaborative work. In
such cases, careful coordination and a review of existing numbering are
essential to avoid duplication or gaps in the sequence. Communication with
the editorial team is key to resolving these complexities.

Placement and Captioning of Figures

The placement and captioning of figures are as important as their numbering
for effective communication. CMOS specifies that figures should generally be
placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text. This
proximity ensures that readers can easily refer to the illustration while
reading the relevant discussion.

Each figure must have a clear and descriptive caption. The caption typically
includes the figure number, followed by a title or brief description that
explains the content of the illustration. For more complex figures, the
caption might include additional explanatory text, legends, or source
information.

The format for captions is generally as follows:

Figure Number: This should be in Arabic numerals (e.g., Figure 1, Figure
2).

Title/Description: A concise title or description of the figure's
content.

Additional Notes: If necessary, provide further explanation, definitions
of abbreviations, or source attribution.

For example, a caption might look like this:

Figure 1. Global average temperature anomaly from 1880 to 2020. Data source:
NASA GISS.

The clarity of the caption directly impacts the reader's ability to
understand the figure without needing to refer back to the main text
extensively. Authors should ensure their captions are informative and
accurately reflect the visual data presented.

Referencing Figures in Text

Properly referencing figures within the text is crucial for guiding readers



and supporting your arguments. Chicago style dictates that figures should be
referred to by their numbers. The reference is typically made parenthetically
or as part of the sentence structure.

Examples of in-text referencing include:

As shown in Figure 3, the trend indicates a significant increase.

The data supports this hypothesis (see Figure 5).

Figure 1 illustrates the experimental setup.

Subsequent analysis (Figure 2; Table 1) further confirmed these results.

When referring to specific parts of a figure, such as in a multi-part figure,
you would refer to the individual parts as well:

The results presented in Figure 7a and 7b demonstrate the compound's
efficacy.

It is important to ensure that every figure included in the publication is
referenced in the text at least once. Conversely, any figure referenced in
the text must be present in the manuscript. This creates a clear and logical
connection between the narrative and the visual aids.

Conclusion

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines for figure numbering and
presentation is a fundamental skill for any academic or professional writer.
By adhering to principles of sequential numbering, clear captioning, and
accurate in-text referencing, authors can significantly enhance the clarity,
coherence, and impact of their publications. The examples and principles
discussed in this article provide a solid foundation for effectively
integrating visual elements into scholarly work, ensuring that they serve
their intended purpose of illuminating and supporting the written content.
Diligent attention to these details reflects a commitment to quality and
professionalism in research dissemination.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary method for numbering figures
in Chicago style?
A: The primary and most common method for numbering figures in the Chicago
Manual of Style is sequential numbering throughout the entire publication,
regardless of chapter or section. Each figure is assigned a unique Arabic
numeral in the order it appears.

Q: Should figures be numbered per chapter in Chicago
style?
A: Generally, Chicago style prefers sequential numbering for the entire
document rather than numbering figures on a per-chapter basis for the main
body of a publication. However, some specific journals or publishers might
have variations, and appendices often have their own numbering schemes.

Q: How should multi-part figures be numbered
according to Chicago style?
A: For multi-part figures (e.g., Figure 3a, Figure 3b, Figure 3c), the main
figure retains its sequential number (e.g., Figure 3), and the individual
parts are designated with lowercase letters (a, b, c) following the figure
number. These parts should be clearly labeled within the figure itself.

Q: What information should be included in a figure
caption according to Chicago style?
A: A figure caption in Chicago style should always include the figure number,
followed by a clear and concise title or description of the figure's content.
Additional explanatory notes, definitions, or source attribution can also be
included if necessary.

Q: How do I reference a figure in the text when
using Chicago style?
A: Figures are referenced in the text using their assigned number. This can
be done parenthetically (e.g., "see Figure 7") or as part of a sentence
(e.g., "Figure 4 illustrates the process"). Always refer to figures by their
numbers, not by phrases like "the figure above" or "the illustration below."

Q: Should figures and tables be numbered together?
A: No, figures and tables are numbered separately in Chicago style. Figures
are typically numbered sequentially as "Figure 1, Figure 2," while tables are
numbered sequentially as "Table 1, Table 2," etc.



Q: What is the recommended placement for figures in
a Chicago-style document?
A: Figures should be placed as close as possible to their first mention in
the text. This proximity allows readers to easily consult the illustration
while engaging with the corresponding discussion.

Q: Are there any exceptions to sequential figure
numbering in Chicago style?
A: While sequential numbering is the standard, exceptions might arise for
appendices, which may have their own separate numbering (e.g., Figure A1), or
for specific journal or publisher guidelines that dictate a different system.
It's always best to check the specific style guide of the publication.

Q: What if I need to insert a new figure into an
already numbered sequence?
A: If a new figure needs to be inserted into an existing sequence, the most
straightforward approach is to renumber all subsequent figures.
Alternatively, some style guides allow for numbering like "Figure 5a, Figure
5b," but this can become cumbersome. It is advisable to consult with the
editor on the best course of action to maintain consistency.
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