CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS

TITLE: MASTERING CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE CoMMAS: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS, OFTEN PERCEIVED AS A NUANCED ASPECT OF ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING, ARE
INDISPENSABLE TOOLS FOR CLARITY, PRECISION, AND READABILITY. THE CHICAGO MANUAL oF STyLE (CMOS), A WIDELY
RESPECTED AUTHORITY ON WRITING AND CITATION, PROVIDES A ROBUST FRAMEWORK FOR COMMA USAGE THAT CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF ANY WRITTEN WORK. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO THE INTRICACIES OF
CMOS COMMA RULES, OFFERING DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND PRACTICAL EXAMPLES TO HELP WRITERS NAVIGATE COMMON
PITFALLS AND ELEVATE THEIR PROSE. WE WILL EXPLORE ESSENTIAL COMMA APPLICATIONS, INCLUDING THEIR USE IN LISTS, WITH
INTRODUCTORY ELEMENTS, TO SEPARATE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES, AND IN VARIOUS OTHER PUNCTUATION SCENARIOS AS
DICTATED BY CMOS. UNDERSTANDING THESE GUIDELINES IS PARAMOUNT FOR ANYONE SEEKING TO PRODUCE POLISHED, ERROR-
FREE CONTENT THAT ADHERES TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF EDITORIAL PRACTICE.
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UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO MANUAL ofF STYLE CoMMAS: THE FOUNDATION OF
CLARITY

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS REVERED FOR ITS THOROUGHNESS, AND ITS GUIDANCE ON COMMA USAGE IS NO EXCEPTION.
COMMAS SERVE A CRITICAL FUNCTION IN BREAKING UP SENTENCES, INDICATING PAUSES, AND DISTINGUISHING BET WEEN
GRAMMATICAL ELEMENTS THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE CREATE AMBIGUITY. MASTERING THESE RULES ENSURES THAT YOUR WRITING IS
NOT ONLY GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT BUT ALSO EASILY UNDERSTOOD BY YOUR AUDIENCE. IMPROPER COMMA PLACEMENT CAN
LEAD TO MISINTERPRETATIONS, AWKWARD PHRASING, AND A DIMINISHED PROFESSIONAL IMAGE. THIS SECTION WILL LAY THE
GROUNDWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING WHY CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS ARE SO IMPORTANT.

AT ITS CORE, THE PURPOSE OF A COMMA IS TO AID COMPREHENSION. IT ACTS AS A SIGNPOST, GUIDING THE READER THROUGH
THE STRUCTURE OF A SENTENCE. W/ ITHOUT PROPER COMMA USAGE, SENTENCES CAN BECOME RUN-ON, CHOPPY, OR CONFUSING.
THE CMOS PROVIDES A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH, MOVING BEYOND SIMPLE, OFTEN OVERSIMPLIFIED, GRAMMAR RULES TO
ADDRESS THE PRACTICALITIES OF SOPHISTICATED PROSE. BY INTERNALIZING THESE PRINCIPLES, WRITERS CAN DEVELOP A MORE
NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF SENTENCE FLOW AND EMPHASIS.

CoMMAS IN SEries: NAVIGATING THE OxForD COMMA

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENTLY DISCUSSED ASPECTS OF COMMA USAGE IN ANY STYLE GUIDE, INCLUDING THE CHICAGO MANUAL
OF STYLE, IS THE COMMA IN A SERIES. THIS REFERS TO THE PUNCTUATION USED WHEN LISTING THREE OR MORE ITEMS. CMOS
GENERALLY ADVOCATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERIAL COMMA, ALSO KNOWN AS THE OXFORD COMMA, WHICH IS PLACED BEFORE
THE CONJUNCTION (SUCH AS ‘AND’ OR “OR’) IN A LIST OF THREE OR MORE ITEMS.



THe SeriAL CoMMA: A RECOMMENDATION FOR CLARITY

THE SERIAL COMMA IS NOT MERELY A STYLISTIC PREFERENCE; IT IS A TOOL THAT CAN PREVENT AMBIGUITY. CONSIDER THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “| LOVE MY PARENTS, LADY GAGA AND THE Pope” AND “| LOVE MY PARENTS, LADY GAGA, AND THE
PoPE.” IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, IT COULD BE INTERPRETED THAT LADY GAGA AND THE POPE ARE THE WRITER'S PARENTS. THE
ADDITION OF THE SERIAL COMMA IN THE SECOND EXAMPLE CLEARLY SEPARATES THE ITEMS, INDICATING THREE DISTINCT ENTITIES:
PARENTS, LADY GAGA, AND THE PoPe. CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS IN SERIES, THEREFORE, CONTRIBUTE
SIGNIFICANTLY TO PRECISION.

\¥/HEN THE SERIAL CoMMA MIGHT BE OMITTED

WHILE CMOS STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THE SERIAL COMMA, THERE ARE RARE INSTANCES WHERE ITS OMISSION MIGHT BE
CONSIDERED, TYPICALLY WHEN THE INCLUSION OF THE COMMA CREATES AMBIGUITY OR WHEN THE ITEMS IN THE SERIES ARE VERY
SHORT AND CLOSELY RELATED. HO\X/EVER, FOR THE VAST MAJORITY OF CASES, ADHERING TO THE SERIAL COMMA RULE WILL
LEAD TO CLEARER WRITING. \W/HEN IN DOUBT, ERR ON THE SIDE OF USING THE SERIAL COMMA, AS IT IS THE DEFAULT AND
PREFERRED PRACTICE.

CoMMAS WITH INTRODUCTORY ELEMENTS

SENTENCES OFTEN BEGIN WITH INTRODUCTORY PHRASES OR CLAUSES THAT SET THE STAGE FOR THE MAIN PART OF THE
SENTENCE. CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SEPARATING THESE INTRODUCTORY ELEMENTS FROM THE
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE THAT FOLLOWS. THIS SEPARATION HELPS READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE SUBJECT AND VERB OF THE
MAIN CLAUSE, PREVENTING CONFUSION.

INTRODUCTORY PHRASES AND CLAUSES

INTRODUCTORY ELEMENTS CAN BE VARIOUS GRAMMATICAL CONSTRUCTIONS. THESE INCLUDE PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES,
PARTICIPIAL PHRASES, INFINITIVE PHRASES, AND SUBORDINATE CLAUSES. FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE SENTENCE “AFTER THE LONG
MEETING, WE WENT OUT FOR DINNER,” THE PHRASE “AFTER THE LONG MEETING” IS INTRODUCTORY. A COMMA IS PLACED AFTER
IT TO SEPARATE IT FROM THE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE “WE WENT OUT FOR DINNER.” THIS USAGE oF CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
COMMAS IS STANDARD.

SHORT INTRODUCTORY PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

SHORT, COMMON INTRODUCTORY PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES ARE SOMETIMES NOT FOLLOWED BY A COMMA, ESPECIALLY IF
OMITTING THE COMMA DOES NOT CREATE AMBIGUITY. HOWEVER, FOR LONGER PHRASES OR WHEN THERE'S ANY POTENTIAL FOR
CONFUSION, A COMMA IS ADVISABLE. FOR INSTANCE, “IN THE MORNING, | DRINK COFFEE” IS GENERALLY CLEAR. BUT “IN THE
EARLY MORNING HOURS BEFORE DAWN, THE CITY WAS REMARKABLY QUIET” CLEARLY BENEFITS FROM A COMMA AFTER “DAWN.”

CoMMAS SEPARATING INDEPENDENT CLAUSES

INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE COMPLETE THOUGHTS THAT CAN STAND ALONE AS SENTENCES. W/HEN TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES
ARE JOINED BY A COORDINATING CONJUNCTION (FOR, AND, NOR, BUT, OR, YET, SO — OFTEN REMEMBERED BY THE ACRONYM
FANBOYS), A COMMA IS TYPICALLY PLACED BEFORE THE CONJUNCTION. THIS IS A FUNDAMENTAL RULE IN UNDERSTANDING
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS.



CooRDINATING CONJUNCTIONS AND INDEPENDENT CLAUSES

CONSIDER THE SENTENCE: “THE PROJECT DEADLINE WAS APPROACHING, BUT THE TEAM HAD MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS.” HERE,
“The PROJECT DEADLINE WAS APPROACHING” IS AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE, AND “THE TEAM HAD MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS” IS
ALSO AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE. THEY ARE JOINED BY THE COORDINATING CONJUNCTION ”BUT/” AND A COMMA PRECEDES IT. THIS
PREVENTS A COMMA SPLICE, WHICH OCCURS WHEN T\WO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE JOINED ONLY BY A COMMA.

WHEN NoT To Use A CoMMA

IF THE SECOND INDEPENDENT CLAUSE IS VERY SHORT AND CLOSELY RELATED TO THE FIRST, A COMMA MAY SOMETIMES BE
OMITTED, THOUGH THIS IS LESS COMMON IN FORMAL WRITING AND OFTEN DISCOURAGED BY STYLE GUIDES. HO\X/EVER/ THE RULE
OF THUMB REMAINS: TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES JOINED BY A COORDINATING CONJUNCTION GENERALLY REQUIRE A COMMA BEFORE
THE CONJUNCTION. THIS IS A CRUCIAL APPLICATION OF CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS FOR SENTENCE STRUCTURE.

CoMMAS WITH NONRESTRICTIVE ELEMENTS

NONRESTRICTIVE ELEMENTS ARE CLAUSES OR PHRASES THAT PROVIDE ADDITIONAL, BUT NOT ESSENTIAL, INFORMATION ABOUT A
NOUN OR PRONOUN. THEY ADD DESCRIPTIVE DETAIL BUT ARE NOT NECESSARY TO IDENTIFY THE NOUN THEY MODIFY. CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS ARE USED TO SET OFF THESE NONRESTRICTIVE ELEMENTS, ENCLOSING THEM IN A PAIR OF COMMAS.

IDENTIFYING NONRESTRICTIVE VS. RESTRICTIVE ELEMENTS

A KEY DISTINCTION IS BETWEEN RESTRICTIVE AND NONRESTRICTIVE ELEMENTS. RESTRICTIVE ELEMENTS ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE
MEANING OF THE SENTENCE AND ARE NOT SET OFF BY COMMAS. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE STUDENT WHO CHEATED WAS EXPELLED.”
HERE, “WHO CHEATED” IS RESTRICTIVE; IT IDENTIFIES WHICH STUDENT WAS EXPELLED. CONVERSELY, “MY BROTHER, WHO LIVES
IN CALIFORNIA, IS VISITING NEXT WEEK.” HERE, “WHO LIVES IN CALIFORNIA” IS NONRESTRICTIVE; IT PROVIDES EXTRA
INFORMATION ABOUT THE BROTHER, BUT IT'S ASSUMED THE WRITER HAS ONLY ONE BROTHER, OR THAT THE IDENTITY OF THE
BROTHER IS ALREADY CLEAR.

APPOSITIVES AND OTHER NONRESTRICTIVE PHRASES

APPOSITIVES, WHICH RENAME OR EXPLAIN A NOUN OR PRONOUN, ARE OFTEN NONRESTRICTIVE. FOR INSTANCE, “Ms. ANYA
SHARMA, THE LEAD ARCHITECT, PRESENTED THE FINAL DESIGNS.” THE PHRASE “THE LEAD ARCHITECT” IS AN APPOSITIVE THAT
RENAMES Ms. ANYA SHARMA AND IS SET OFF BY COMMAS. THIS APPLICATION OF CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS
ENHANCES CLARITY BY PROVIDING PARENTHETICAL INFORMATION.

CoMMAS IN DIRECT ADDRESS AND QUOTATIONS

THE USE OF COMMAS IN DIRECT ADDRESS AND IN SETTING OFF QUOTATIONS IS ANOTHER AREA WHERE CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE COMMAS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN ENSURING PROPER SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND ATTRIBUTION.



DIRECT ADDRESS

\W/HEN A SPEAKER DIRECTLY ADDRESSES A PERSON OR GROUP BY NAME OR TITLE, THAT NAME OR TITLE IS SET OFF BY COMMAS.
FOR EXAMPLE, “ THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP, SARAH.” OR, “LLADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WELCOME TO OUR EVENT.” IF THE NAME
OR TITLE APPEARS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SENTENCE, IT IS SET OFF BY TWO COMMAS: “| BELIEVE, PROFESSOR DAVIES, THAT YOU
HAVE MADE A COMPELLING ARGUMENT."”

SETTING OFF QUOTATIONS

COMMAS ARE USED TO INTRODUCE OR SEPARATE QUOTED MATERIAL FROM THE REST OF THE SENTENCE. W/HEN A QUOTATION IS
INTRODUCED BY A PHRASE LIKE “HE SAID,” “SHE ASKED,” OR “ACCORDING TO THE REPORT,” A COMMA USUALLY FOLLOWS THE
INTRODUCTORY PHRASE AND PRECEDES THE OPENING QUOTATION MARK. FOR EXAMPLE, “SHE REMARKED, ‘I TS A BEAUTIFUL
DAY.”” IF THE QUOTATION IS INTEGRATED INTO THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE, THE COMMA MIGHT APPEAR WITHIN THE QUOTATION
MARKS IF IT WOULD NORMALLY BE THERE: “HE EXCLAIMED, "YES!"” HOWEVER, IF THE QUOTATION IS SHORT AND FLOWS

SEAMLESSLY, A COMMA MIGHT NOT BE NEEDED.

CoMMas wITH DATES, ADDRESSES, AND NUMBERS

SPECIFIC FORMATS FOR DATES, ADDRESSES, AND LARGE NUMBERS HAVE ESTABLISHED RULES FOR COMMA USAGE WITHIN THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND READABILITY.

DATES

IN DATES WRITTEN IN THE MONTH-DAY-YEAR FORMAT, COMMAS ARE USED TO SEPARATE THE DAY FROM THE YEAR. FOR
EXAMPLE, “JuLy 4, 1776, WAS A PIVOTAL MOMENT.” |F ONLY THE MONTH AND YEAR ARE GIVEN, NO COMMA IS NEEDED: " THE
CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD IN JuLy 2024.” \WHEN THE DATE APPEARS IN THE MIDDLE OF A SENTENCE, A COMMA FOLLOWS THE
YEAR: “THE TREATY, SIGNED ON DECEMBER 15, 1991, WAS A LANDMARK AGREEMENT.” THESE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
COMMAS ARE CRITICAL FOR CHRONOLOGICAL CLARITY.

ADDRESSES AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGNATIONS

\W/HEN LISTING AN ADDRESS, A COMMA SEPARATES THE CITY FROM THE STATE OR PROVINCE, AND ANOTHER COMMA SEPARATES
THE STATE OR PROVINCE FROM THE COUNTRY IF APPLICABLE. FOR EXAMPLE, “CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, IS A MAJOR HUB.” W/HEN A
GEOGRAPHIC DESIGNATION APPEARS IN THE MIDDLE OF A SENTENCE, A COMMA FOLLOWS THE STATE OR PROVINCE: “HE TRAVELED
FrRoM DenVER, CoLorADO, TO NEw York CITY.”

NUMBERS

COMMAS ARE USED AS THOUSANDS SEPARATORS IN NUMBERS WITH FOUR OR MORE DIGITS TO IMPROVE READABILITY. FOR
exAMPLE, “ 1,000,000 Is EASIER TO READ THAN “1000000.” HOWEVER, IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS, SUCH AS IN
MEASUREMENTS OR IN TABLES WHERE PRECISION IS PARAMOUNT AND THE NUMBERS ARE CONSISTENTLY LARGE, COMMAS MIGHT BE
OMITTED. ALWAYS CHECK THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR PUBLICATION OR FIELD.



SpeciAL CASES AND EXCeEPTIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE

W/HILE THE GENERAL RULES FOR CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE COMMAS PROVIDE A SOLID FOUNDATION, THERE ARE SEVERAL
SPECIAL CASES AND EXCEPTIONS THAT WRITERS SHOULD BE AWARE OF TO ACHIEVE PERFECT PUNCTUATION.

ComMAs IN COMPOUND PREDICATES

\WHEN A COMPOUND PREDICATE SHARES A SUBJECT AND IS NOT SEPARATED BY A CONJUNCTION, A COMMA IS GENERALLY NOT
USED. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE DOG BARKED AND WAGGED ITS TAIL.” HERE, “BARKED” AND “WAGGED” ARE PART OF A COMPOUND
PREDICATE LINKED BY “AND” AND SHARE THE SUBJECT “D0G.” NO COMMA IS NEEDED. HOWEVER, IF THE PREDICATES ARE
SIGNIFICANTLY LONG OR COMPLEX, A COMMA MIGHT BE USED FOR CLARITY, BUT THIS IS LESS COMMON.

PARENTHETICAL ELEMENTS

BESIDES NONRESTRICTIVE CLAUSES, OTHER PARENTHETICAL ELEMENTS, SUCH AS TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES (E.G.,
HOWEVER, THEREFORE, MOREOVER) OR BRIEF ASIDES, ARE OFTEN SET OFF BY COMMAS. For EXAMPLE, “THe RESEARCH, HOWEVER,
DID NOT YIELD THE EXPECTED RESULTS.” THE PLACEMENT OF THESE COMMAS IS KEY TO MAINTAINING THE FLOW OF THOUGHT.

WITH INTERJECTIONS AND EXCLAMATIONS

SINGLE-WORD INTERJECTIONS LIKE “OH” or “"WELL” AT THE BEGINNING OF A SENTENCE ARE USUALLY FOLLOWED BY A COMMA!
“OH, | DIDN'T REALIZE YOU WERE HERE.” IF AN INTERJECTION IS PART OF A LARGER SENTENCE, IT MIGHT BE ENCLOSED IN COMMAS
OR SET OFF BY AN EXCLAMATION POINT, DEPENDING ON ITS EMPHASIS.

WHeEN To OMIT CoMMAS ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE

JUST AS IMPORTANT AS KNOWING WHEN TO USE COMMAS IS UNDERSTANDING WHEN TO OMIT THEM. OVERUSE OF COMMAS CAN
BE JUST AS DETRIMENTAL TO CLARITY AS UNDERUSE. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE EMPHASIZES CONCISENESS AND AIMS TO
AVOID UNNECESSARY PUNCTUATION.

SHORT INTRODUCTORY PHRASES

AS MENTIONED EARLIER, VERY SHORT AND COMMON INTRODUCTORY PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES MAY NOT REQUIRE A COMMA IF
CLARITY IS MAINTAINED. FOR INSTANCE, “IN 2023, THE COMPANY SAW RECORD PROFITS.” HEre, “IN 2023" IS A SHORT
INTRODUCTORY PHRASE THAT IS EASILY UNDERSTOOD WITHOUT A COMMA FOLLOWING IT, ALTHOUGH ITS INCLUSION IS NOT
INCORRECT.

CoMPouUND SUBJECTS AND VERBS W ITHOUT CONJUNCTIONS

SENTENCES WITH COMPOUND SUBJECTS OR COMPOUND VERBS THAT ARE NOT JOINED BY A COORDINATING CONJUNCTION
TYPICALLY DO NOT REQUIRE COMMAS. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE CAT AND THE DOG SLEPT SOUNDLY.” THE SUBJECTS ARE JOINED BY
“AND.” |F THERE WERE NO CONJUNCTION, A COMMA MIGHT BE USED TO SEPARATE DISTINCT ELEMENTS, BUT THIS SCENARIO IS



LESS COMMON WITH SIMPLE SUBJECTS.

ResTrICTIVE CLAUSES

THE MOST IMPORTANT RULE REGARDING COMMA OMISSION RELATES TO RESTRICTIVE CLAUSES. THESE CLAUSES ARE ESSENTIAL
FOR IDENTIFYING THE NOUN THEY MODIFY AND ARE NEVER SET OFF BY COMMAS. FOR EXAMPLE, “| WANT THE BOOK THAT HAS THE
BLUE COVER.” THE CLAUSE “THAT HAS THE BLUE COVER” IS RESTRICTIVE, DISTINGUISHING THIS SPECIFIC BOOK FROM OTHERS.

THE DELIBERATE AND CORRECT OMISSION OF COMMAS, GUIDED BY THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, IS A
HALLMARK OF SOPHISTICATED WRITING. |T DEMONSTRATES AN UNDERSTANDING OF SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND A COMMITMENT TO
CLEAR, UNCLUTTERED PROSE. BY APPLYING THESE RULES JUDICIOUSLY, WRITERS CAN ENSURE THEIR WORK IS NOT ONLY
GRAMMATICALLY SOUND BUT ALSO AESTHETICALLY PLEASING AND EFFORTLESSLY READABLE, MAKING THE INTENDED MESSAGE
RESONATE POWERFULLY WITH THE AUDIENCE.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF COMMAS IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF COMMAS IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS TO ENHANCE CLARITY, INDICATE PAUSES, AND
SEPARATE GRAMMATICAL ELEMENTS WITHIN A SENTENCE TO PREVENT MISINTERPRETATION AND ENSURE SMOOTH READABILITY.

Q: Does THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ALWAYS REQUIRE THE SERIAL COMMA
(OxForD COMMA)?

A: THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THE SERIAL COMMA (THE COMMA BEFORE THE CONJUNCTION IN A
LIST OF THREE OR MORE ITEMS) FOR CLARITY, ALTHOUGH THERE CAN BE RARE EXCEPTIONS WHEN ITS INCLUSION MIGHT CREATE
AMBIGUITY OR FOR VERY SHORT, CLOSELY RELATED ITEMS.

Q: How poes CHICAGO STYLE HANDLE COMMAS WITH INTRODUCTORY CLAUSES?

A: CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES THAT INTRODUCTORY PHRASES AND CLAUSES, ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT ARE LONGER OR COULD
POTENTIALLY CAUSE CONFUSION, SHOULD BE FOLLOWED BY A COMMA TO SEPARATE THEM FROM THE MAIN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE.

Q: WHEN SHOULD | USE COMMAS TO SEPARATE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES IN CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: YOU SHOULD USE A COMMA BEFORE A COORDINATING CONJUNCTION (AND, BUT, OR, NOR, FOR, YET, SO) WHEN IT JOINS TWO
INDEPENDENT CLAUSES IN CHICAGO STYLE.

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A RESTRICTIVE AND A NONRESTRICTIVE CLAUSE IN
CHICAGO STYLE, AND HOW DO COMMAS APPLY?

A: RESTRICTIVE CLAUSES ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE MEANING OF THE SENTENCE AND ARE NOT SET OFF BY COMMAS.
NONRESTRICTIVE CLAUSES PROVIDE ADDITIONAL, NON-ESSENTIAL INFORMATION AND ARE ENCLOSED BY COMMAS.



Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC COMMA RULES FOR DATES AND ADDRESSES IN THE CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE?

A: YEs, CHICAGO STYLE USES COMMAS TO SEPARATE THE DAY FROM THE YEAR IN DATES (E.G., JuLY 4, 1776) AND TO
SEPARATE CITY FROM STATE/PROVINCE IN ADDRESSES (E.G., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS). COMMAS ALSO FOLLOW THE YEAR WHEN A
DATE APPEARS MID-SENTENCE.

Q: CAN | OMIT COMMAS IN COMPOUND PREDICATES ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE?

A: GENERALLY, COMMAS ARE OMITTED IN COMPOUND PREDICATES IF THEY SHARE A SUBJECT AND ARE JOINED BY A CONJUNCTION.
/
For EXAMPLE, “HE RAN ANDJUMPED.” HoOWEVER, FOR CLARITY WITH VERY LONG OR COMPLEX PREDICATES, A COMMA MIGHT BE
1 1 /7
CONSIDERED.

QI \WHEN DOES CHICAGO STYLE SUGGEST OMITTING COMMAS IN GENERAL?

A: CHICAGO STYLE SUGGESTS OMITTING COMMAS WHERE THEY ARE NOT NECESSARY FOR CLARITY, SUCH AS WITH VERY SHORT
INTRODUCTORY PHRASES WHERE NO AMBIGUITY EXISTS, OR IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS WITH COMPOUND SUBJECTS OR VERBS THAT
ARE NOT JOINED BY COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS.
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