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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style Citing Graphics Format

chicago manual of style citing graphics format requires careful attention to detail to ensure academic
integrity and proper attribution. Whether you are incorporating photographs, illustrations, charts, or other
visual elements into your academic paper, book, or thesis, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
guidelines is paramount. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the essential elements of citing
graphics, including understanding the purpose of citations, identifying key components, and applying the
correct formatting for both notes and bibliographies. We will explore the nuances of citing various types of
visual media and address common challenges, empowering you to present your research with clarity and
credibility.
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Understanding the Importance of Citing Graphics
Properly citing graphics within the framework of the Chicago Manual of Style is not merely an academic
formality; it is a cornerstone of ethical scholarly practice. When you include any visual material that is not
your own original creation, you are obligated to acknowledge the original creator and the source from
which you obtained it. This act of attribution not only respects intellectual property rights but also allows
your readers to locate the original source for further exploration or verification of the information
presented.

Failure to cite graphics can lead to accusations of plagiarism, which can have severe academic and
professional repercussions. The Chicago Manual of Style, widely adopted in humanities and social sciences,
provides a clear and consistent system for managing these citations. By understanding and applying its
guidelines for graphics, you demonstrate a commitment to scholarly rigor and contribute to the transparent
dissemination of knowledge. This commitment builds trust with your audience and strengthens the
credibility of your own work.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Graphic Citation
A comprehensive Chicago style citation for a graphic, whether in notes or the bibliography, typically



includes several essential pieces of information. The precise order and specific details may vary slightly
depending on the type of graphic and its source, but the core elements remain consistent. These elements
are designed to provide enough information for a reader to identify the graphic and locate its original
source.

The fundamental components of a Chicago style graphic citation include:

The creator's name (artist, photographer, illustrator, cartographer, etc.), if known.

The title of the graphic, if it has one.

The year the graphic was created or published.

The source from which the graphic was obtained (e.g., a book, journal article, website, museum
collection).

Publisher information for published works.

Page number or figure number where the graphic appears in the source.

Access information for online graphics, including a URL and date of access.

Any relevant copyright or permission information, if applicable.

Gathering all these details accurately is crucial for creating effective citations that adhere to the Chicago
manual of style citing graphics format.

Citing Graphics in Footnotes and Endnotes
When using the notes-bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, citations for graphics appear in
footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide immediate attribution to the reader at the point where the
graphic is referenced in the text. The format for notes is generally more condensed than for bibliography
entries, but it must still contain sufficient information to identify the source.

The structure of a note citation for a graphic typically begins with the creator's name (often first name first
in notes), followed by the title of the graphic in quotation marks or italics depending on its nature. Next,
you will include publication information for the source, such as the book title, journal name, or website
name, followed by the publisher and year for books, or the journal volume, issue, and year for articles.
Crucially, you must include the specific location of the graphic within its source, such as a figure number or
page number.

For online graphics, the note will include the website name, the specific URL, and the date of access. It's
important to remember that the first note citation for a particular source is typically more detailed than



subsequent notes for the same source, which can be shortened to include just the author's last name and a
truncated title or figure number.

Identifying the Creator and Title
The first step in constructing a note citation is to accurately identify the creator of the graphic. This might
be an individual artist, a photographer, an illustrator, or an organization. If a creator is not readily apparent,
you may need to consult the source material or conduct additional research. Similarly, determining the title
of the graphic is important. If the graphic is part of a larger work, its own title should be clearly indicated.
If the graphic does not have a formal title, you may need to provide a brief descriptive phrase, enclosed in
quotation marks.

Specifying the Source and Location
Following the creator and title information, you must precisely identify the source from which the graphic
was taken. This involves naming the book, journal, website, or other publication. For print sources, this
includes publisher details and the year of publication. For online sources, the website name and URL are
essential. The final piece of information in the note citation is the specific location of the graphic within that
source. This is often indicated by a figure number (e.g., "fig. 3") or a page number. Ensuring this locational
detail is accurate is vital for Chicago manual of style citing graphics format adherence.

Citing Graphics in the Bibliography
The bibliography, appearing at the end of your work, provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited,
including graphics. Unlike notes, bibliography entries are arranged alphabetically by the creator's last name
(or by title if no author is listed). The format for bibliography entries is generally more complete than for
notes, offering a fuller description of the source.

The structure of a bibliography entry for a graphic will mirror the components of a note citation but will
be presented in a slightly different order and with different punctuation. The creator's last name typically
comes first, followed by their first name. The title of the graphic is then presented, followed by the source
information. For books, this includes the publisher and year; for journal articles, it includes the journal title,
volume, issue, and year. For online sources, the website name, URL, and date of access are crucial.

The bibliography serves as a definitive reference for your readers, allowing them to easily find and consult
the original sources of all the visual material you have incorporated into your research. Adherence to the
Chicago manual of style citing graphics format in the bibliography ensures a polished and professional
presentation of your work.



Formatting Author and Title in the Bibliography
In the bibliography, the creator's name is listed in reverse alphabetical order (last name, first name). The
title of the graphic itself is then presented. If the graphic is a standalone piece, like a photograph with a
title, it is usually placed in quotation marks. If the graphic is part of a larger work, such as a figure within a
book, the graphic might not have its own distinct title, and a descriptive phrase might be used instead. This
distinction in titling is a key aspect of the Chicago manual of style citing graphics format.

Including Publication and Access Information
Following the graphic's title, the bibliography entry details the publication information of the source. For
books, this includes the place of publication, publisher, and year. For journal articles, it's the journal title,
volume, issue number, and publication year. If the graphic is accessed online, the website name, the full
URL, and the date you accessed the material are mandatory. This comprehensive approach to the Chicago
manual of style citing graphics format ensures full transparency for your readers.

Specific Examples for Different Graphic Types
The application of the Chicago manual of style citing graphics format can vary depending on the nature of
the graphic itself. Different types of visual materials, such as photographs, paintings, charts, maps, and
digital images, may require slight adjustments in how their sources and creators are identified.

Here are some examples illustrating the nuances:

Photograph from a Book: John Smith, "Sunset Over the City," in Urban Landscapes (New York: City
Press, 2020), plate 15.

Painting from a Museum Collection: Vincent van Gogh, Starry Night, 1889, oil on canvas, Museum of
Modern Art, New York.

Chart from a Journal Article: Sarah Lee, "Global Temperature Trends," Journal of Environmental
Science 45, no. 2 (2022): 210, fig. 3.

Map from a Website: National Geographic, "World Political Map," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/maps/world-political.

Illustration from an Online Publication: Maria Garcia, "The Life Cycle of a Butterfly," Nature Today,
March 15, 2021, https://www.naturetoday.com/butterfly-cycle.

These examples demonstrate how the Chicago manual of style citing graphics format is adapted to suit the
specific context of each graphic and its origin.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Citing Graphics
Navigating the Chicago manual of style citing graphics format can present several challenges for
researchers. One common issue is the absence of clear attribution for the creator of a graphic, especially
when dealing with older or less formally published materials. In such cases, it is best practice to state "artist
unknown" or "photographer unknown" if no creator can be definitively identified after diligent searching.

Another frequent difficulty arises with online graphics, where URLs can become defunct, or content may
be updated or removed. To mitigate this, always record the date of access for any online material. If a
graphic is embedded within a complex website structure, try to provide the most direct and stable URL
possible. When citing a graphic that has been reproduced from a secondary source, it is essential to cite both
the original creator and the secondary source from which you obtained the graphic, making the Chicago
manual of style citing graphics format more intricate but also more complete.

Sometimes, the distinction between a graphic that requires formal citation and one that is common
knowledge or generic (like a basic diagram illustrating a universally understood concept) can be blurry.
When in doubt, it is always safer to err on the side of caution and provide a citation. Consulting the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or seeking guidance from a librarian or academic advisor can provide
further clarification on these complex scenarios.

---

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style Citing Graphics Format

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing graphics according to the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary purpose of citing graphics according to the Chicago Manual of Style is to give credit to the
original creator, respect intellectual property rights, and allow readers to locate the original source for
further information or verification. This upholds academic integrity and avoids plagiarism.

Q: Do I need to cite every graphic I use, even if it's a simple chart?
A: Yes, generally, you need to cite any graphic that is not your own original creation or is not considered
common knowledge. Even simple charts or diagrams that convey specific data or information should be
cited if they originate from another source.

Q: How do I cite a photograph found on a website for my paper using
Chicago style?
A: For a photograph found on a website, you will need to cite the photographer's name (if known), the title



of the photograph (if any), the website name, the full URL, and the date you accessed the photograph. In a
note, you would typically include these details, and in the bibliography, the photographer's name would be
listed first.

Q: What information should I include if the creator of a graphic is
unknown?
A: If the creator of a graphic is unknown after a reasonable effort to identify them, you should state "artist
unknown" or "photographer unknown" in your citation. You would then proceed with the other available
information about the graphic and its source.

Q: How does the Chicago manual of style citing graphics format differ
between footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography?
A: In notes, citations are generally more condensed and appear at the point of reference in the text. In the
bibliography, entries are more detailed, alphabetized by the author's last name, and provide a
comprehensive list of all cited sources at the end of the work. The order of elements can also vary slightly.

Q: Should I cite a graphic if I modified it slightly?
A: Yes, even if you modify a graphic, you are still using the original work as a basis. You should cite the
original source and may note that the graphic has been adapted or modified, providing details of your
alterations.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a painting from an art museum?
A: When citing a painting from an art museum, include the artist's name, the title of the painting (in
italics), the year it was created, the medium (e.g., oil on canvas), the name of the museum, and its location.

Q: How do I cite a graphic that is part of a larger work, like a figure in a
book?
A: For a graphic that is a figure within a book, your citation should include the creator's name, the title of
the graphic (or a description if it has no title), the title of the book, the publisher, the year of publication,
and the specific figure or page number where the graphic appears.
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