chicago manual of style citing geographic
reports

chicago manual of style citing geographic reports presents a unique challenge for academic writers
and researchers. Ensuring proper attribution for data derived from maps, spatial analyses, and
governmental or private geographic surveys is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and allowing
readers to verify sources. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) as it applies to these specific types of documents, offering clear instructions and
examples. We will explore how to cite various geographic reports, from official government
publications to privately authored spatial analyses, and discuss the nuances of referencing digital
geospatial data. Understanding these citation conventions is essential for anyone working with
geographical information systems (GIS), urban planning documents, environmental impact
statements, or any research heavily reliant on geographic data.
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Understanding Geographic Reports

Geographic reports encompass a broad spectrum of documents, each with its own characteristics and
citation requirements. At their core, these reports provide information about places, landscapes, and
spatial relationships, often incorporating data derived from fieldwork, remote sensing, statistical
analysis, and cartographic representations. They can range from detailed environmental assessments
of a specific region to broader analyses of demographic trends across a continent. The complexity
arises from the diverse formats in which this information is presented, including textual narratives,
statistical tables, and, crucially, maps and geospatial datasets.

For the purpose of citation, it's helpful to categorize geographic reports into several key types. These
include official government publications from agencies like the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) or the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), academic research papers that utilize
geographic data, reports from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) focusing on environmental or
social geography, and privately produced market research or consulting reports that feature
extensive geographic analysis. Each category may have specific information available or omitted,
influencing how they are cited according to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Core Principles of Chicago Manual of Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes and bibliography, and



author-date. For most academic papers and research, the notes and bibliography system is preferred,
especially when dealing with detailed source information common in geographic reports. The
fundamental principle is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the original source
without unnecessary redundancy. This means clearly identifying the author(s), title, publisher,
publication date, and any specific location information, such as page numbers or report numbers.

When citing any source, including geographic reports, clarity and consistency are paramount. CMOS
emphasizes providing the full bibliographic details in the bibliography, while concise notes offer
immediate context within the text. For geographic reports, key elements to identify include the
issuing agency or author, the full title of the report, the date of publication or release, and any series
or report numbers that help distinguish it from other similar publications. The specific nature of the
report—whether it's a printed document, an online PDF, or a digital dataset—will influence the precise
formatting of the citation elements.

Citing Government Geographic Reports

Governmental agencies are prolific producers of geographic reports, often serving as primary sources
for data on land use, natural resources, demographics, and environmental conditions. Citing these
reports requires careful attention to the issuing agency, which typically functions as the author. The
Chicago Manual of Style dictates that when a government agency or a committee within an agency is
responsible for a publication, it is listed as the author.

Identifying the Authoring Agency

The first step in citing a government geographic report is to accurately identify the primary authoring
agency. This is usually found on the title page. For instance, a report from the U.S. Geological Survey
would list "United States Geological Survey" as the author. If a specific bureau or office within a larger
agency produced the report, that more specific entity might be listed. If the report is published by a
specific commission or committee, the name of that commission or committee should be used as the
author.

Formatting Report Titles and Publication Details

The title of the geographic report should be italicized in the bibliography and in notes, following
standard CMOS practice for book-length works or substantial reports. If the report has a specific series
name or report number, this information should be included to aid in retrieval. For example, a USGS
topographic map series would cite the series name and individual map title. The publisher is typically
the government printing office or the agency itself, and the date of publication is essential. When
citing a specific section or map within a larger report, page numbers or map coordinates should be
provided in the note.

Consider an example of a USGS report. A note might look like this:



e United States Geological Survey, "Geology of the Yosemite Valley Quadrangle, California,"
Professional Paper 375 (Reston, VA: U.S. Geological Survey, 1975), 15.

This structure clearly identifies the author, title, publication series, publisher, location, and date, along
with a specific page number. The bibliography entry would be similar, omitting the page number
unless citing a specific passage.

Citing Private and Institutional Geographic Reports

Beyond government entities, numerous private organizations, research institutions, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) produce valuable geographic reports. These can include studies
by environmental advocacy groups, economic analyses by think tanks, or market research reports
from private firms. The principles of citation remain similar, focusing on accurate attribution and
providing sufficient detail for retrieval.

Identifying Authorship for Non-Governmental Reports

For reports authored by private companies or research institutions, the organization itself is often
listed as the author if no individual author is clearly credited. If specific individuals are named as
authors, they should be listed in the citation according to CMOS guidelines for books or articles, with
their names inverted in the bibliography. For reports published by NGOs, the name of the organization
serves as the author, unless individual researchers are prominently featured as the principal authors.

Structuring Citations for Institutional Publications

The structure for citing these reports generally follows the same pattern as government publications.
The author (individual or organization), title (italicized), publisher, and date are the key components.
If the report is part of a specific series published by the institution, this information should be
included. For online reports, the URL and access date are crucial additions. For example, a report from
an environmental research institute might be cited as:

e World Wildlife Fund, "The State of the World's Forests 2022" (Gland, Switzerland: World Wildlife
Fund, 2022), 45.

This format ensures that the origin, content, and accessibility of the information are clearly
communicated to the reader.

Citing Geospatial Data and Maps

Geospatial data, including digital maps, satellite imagery, and geographic information system (GIS)



datasets, represent a significant portion of modern geographic research. Citing these sources requires
adapting traditional citation methods to account for the unique nature of digital and visual
information.

Citing Digital Maps and GIS Datasets

When citing digital maps or GIS datasets, it's essential to treat them as unique entities. The author is
often the creator of the dataset or map, which could be a government agency, a university research
group, or a private company. The title should clearly describe the dataset or map, often including its
scale or projection if relevant. The publisher or distributor is the entity from which the data was
obtained. Crucially, you must include the format of the data (e.qg., shapefile, GeoTIFF, web service)
and the date it was accessed or downloaded, along with a stable URL if available.

A sample citation for a GIS dataset might look like this:

e Esri, "WorldStreetMap" (Redlands, CA: Esri, 2023), accessed October 26, 2023,
http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.htm|?id=757c65b1d7124542b6€692127b8c70f7.

For static maps, whether printed or digital, the citation would include the cartographer (if known) or
the issuing agency, the title of the map, and publication details. If it's a specific map within a larger
report or atlas, it should be cited accordingly.

Referencing Printed Maps

Citing printed maps follows a similar logic to other print resources. The author (often the surveying or
mapping agency), title (italicized), publisher, place of publication, and year are key. For a specific
geological map from the USGS, the citation might be:

¢ United States Geological Survey, Geologic Map of the San Francisco Bay Region (Reston, VA:
U.S. Geological Survey, 1994).

If the map is part of a larger collection or publication, such as an atlas, that context must be provided.
The level of detail required in the citation will depend on how central the map is to your argument and
how easily it can be located by the reader.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How do I cite a geographic report if no individual author is



listed, only an agency?

A: When no individual author is credited, the agency responsible for producing the report is listed as
the author in Chicago Manual of Style citations. This is common for government publications and
reports from larger organizations.

Q: What is the difference in citing a physical geographic
report versus an online PDF version?

A: The core elements (author, title, publisher, date) remain the same. However, for online versions,
you must include the URL and the date of access to ensure the reader can retrieve the specific digital
document.

Q: Do | need to italicize the title of every geographic report |
cite?

A: Yes, generally, the full title of a geographic report, like a book, should be italicized in both notes
and the bibliography according to Chicago Manual of Style guidelines.

Q: How do | cite a map series from a government agency?

A: You would typically cite the agency as the author, followed by the title of the map series
(italicized), and then the specific map title, publisher, place, and date.

Q: What if the geographic report has been updated or revised
multiple times?

A: When citing a revised or updated report, you should include the year of the specific edition or
revision you are using in your citation. If there's a specific revision number, that can also be helpful to
include.

Q: Is it necessary to cite every piece of geographic data used,
even if it's commonly available?

A: Yes, according to academic integrity standards, all sources, including commonly available
geographic data, must be cited to give credit to the creators and allow verification by readers.

Q: How do I cite a geographic report that is part of a larger
ongoing project or series?

A: Include the series title and number, if applicable, in your citation. This helps readers understand
the context of the specific report within the larger body of work.
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