
chicago manual of style citations in text

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide that governs writing
and citation practices across many academic disciplines and publishing fields. Mastering its intricacies,
particularly for in-text citations, is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This article will
delve deep into the principles and practices of utilizing Chicago Manual of Style citations in text, covering
both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore the fundamental components of each
system, the nuances of citing various source types, and essential tips for ensuring accuracy and avoiding
common pitfalls. Understanding these elements will empower you to properly attribute sources, enhance your
credibility, and navigate the complexities of scholarly writing with confidence.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for presenting citations: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. While both aim to provide clear attribution for borrowed material, they
differ significantly in their approach to in-text referencing and the accompanying bibliography or reference list.
Understanding which system is appropriate for your work is the first critical step in correctly applying
Chicago Manual of Style citations in text.

The notes-bibliography system is commonly used in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. It
relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes that appear within the text, and a corresponding bibliography at the
end of the work that lists all sources cited. The author-date system, on the other hand, is more prevalent in
the social sciences and natural sciences. This system uses parenthetical author-date citations directly within
the text, and a reference list at the end that mirrors the in-text citations.

The Notes-Bibliography System for In-Text Citations

The notes-bibliography system for Chicago Manual of Style citations in text is characterized by the use of
superscript numbers placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately after the punctuation mark, or within
a quote. These superscript numbers correspond to either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote
at the end of the document. Each note provides the full citation information for the source at its first mention,
and subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened.

Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, offering immediate context to the
reader. Endnotes are collected at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both serve the same purpose: to
provide detailed source information without interrupting the flow of the main text. When a reader encounters a
superscript number, they can refer to the corresponding note to identify the source of the information and
locate it in the bibliography.



First Reference vs. Subsequent References

The first time a source is cited in the notes-bibliography system, the note will contain complete bibliographic
information, including author’s full name, title of the work, publication details (city, publisher, year), and page
number(s). For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form is used. This usually includes the
author’s last name, a shortened title of the work, and the relevant page number. If the author has only one
work cited, subsequent notes may simply include the author’s last name and the page number.

Idem and Locum Citations

To further condense subsequent citations within the notes-bibliography system, the Latin abbreviations "idem"
(id.) and "locum" (loc. cit.) were historically used, though their use has declined in favor of shortened author-
title-page citations. "Idem" is used when referring to the same author as in the immediately preceding note, and
"locum" refers to the same work and page as in the immediately preceding note. However, most modern guides
recommend using the shortened author-title-page format for clarity and consistency.

The Author-Date System for In-Text Citations

The author-date system for Chicago Manual of Style citations in text is designed for efficiency, particularly
in fields where frequent citations are common. This system integrates brief parenthetical citations directly into
the narrative of your text. These in-text citations typically include the author’s last name and the year of
publication, along with specific page numbers when quoting or referencing a particular passage.

Parenthetical Citation Structure

The basic structure of an author-date parenthetical citation is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For
example, a direct quote from a book might be cited as (Smith 2023, 45). If the author’s name is already
mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed within the parentheses, such as: According to
Smith, the findings were significant (2023, 45).

Corresponding Reference List

Every source cited in the text using the author-date system must have a corresponding entry in a reference list
at the end of the document. This reference list, alphabetized by author’s last name, provides the full
bibliographic details for each source, allowing readers to locate the original works. The format of the
reference list entries is similar to that of the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, but tailored to the
author-date structure.

Citing Multiple Authors and Works

When citing works with multiple authors, follow specific conventions. For two authors, list both last names
connected by "and" (e.g., Jones and Miller 2022). For three or more authors, cite only the first author’s last
name followed by "et al." (e.g., Davis et al. 2021). If you have multiple works by the same author published in
the same year, distinguish them by adding lowercase letters (e.g., Brown 2020a, 2020b).



Citing Specific Source Types in Text

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system, the fundamental principles
of Chicago Manual of Style citations in text remain consistent: accurately identify the source of information.
However, the specific format for citing different types of sources, whether in a note or parenthetically,
requires attention to detail.

Books

For books, the core elements include the author’s name, the title of the book (italicized), the publication city,
publisher, and year. When citing a specific passage, include the page number. For example, in notes: 1. Jane Austen,
Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 112. In author-date: (Austen 2003, 112).

Journal Articles

Journal article citations typically include the author’s name, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, year of publication, and page numbers. In notes: 2. Michael
Pollan, "The Omnivore's Dilemma," Gastronomica 11, no. 3 (2011): 55. In author-date: (Pollan 2011, 55).

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to accessibility. Include the author (if known), title of the
specific page or article, the name of the website (italicized), the date of publication or last update, and the
URL. For Chicago Manual of Style citations in text, it’s also recommended to include an access date if the
content is likely to change. In notes: 3. "The History of the Internet," Wikipedia, last modified November 15,
2023, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Internet. In author-date: (Wikipedia 2023).

Handling Common In-Text Citation Scenarios

Navigating the complexities of academic writing often involves encountering unique citation challenges.
Understanding how to handle these scenarios within the framework of Chicago Manual of Style citations in
text will ensure accuracy and prevent inadvertent plagiarism.

Quoting Directly

When directly quoting material, the citation must be precise. Ensure the quotation is enclosed in quotation
marks, and the in-text citation immediately follows, including the page number(s) where the quote appears. For
indirect quotations or paraphrases, page numbers are not strictly required by CMOS but are strongly
recommended for clarity and to help readers locate the information.

Citing Secondary Sources



Occasionally, you may need to cite a source that is itself referencing another source. This is known as citing a
secondary source. The Chicago Manual of Style generally advises against this practice whenever possible,
encouraging you to locate and cite the original source. However, if it is unavoidable, you should cite both the
original work and the secondary source that provides it. In notes, you would typically state "as cited in" or
"quoted in."

Anonymous Works

For works where no author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the work. In the notes-bibliography
system, the title appears in the note and the bibliography. In the author-date system, the title takes the place
of the author’s name in the parenthetical citation and the reference list entry.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual of Style Citations in Text

Consistently applying Chicago Manual of Style citations in text is paramount for scholarly integrity.
Adhering to a few key best practices will not only ensure compliance with the style guide but also enhance the
clarity and credibility of your work.

Consistency is Key: Whichever system you choose (notes-bibliography or author-date), apply it
consistently throughout your document. Do not mix and match citation styles.

Accuracy Above All: Double-check all names, dates, titles, and page numbers for accuracy. Even minor
errors can undermine your credibility.

Clarity for the Reader: Ensure your citations are clear and unambiguous, allowing readers to easily
locate the sources you have used.

Consult the Manual: When in doubt, always refer to the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style. It is the definitive authority on its own guidelines.

Use Citation Management Tools Wisely: While tools can assist in generating citations, always review
and verify their output against the official style guide.

Properly formatted Chicago Manual of Style citations in text are more than just a stylistic requirement; they
are a fundamental aspect of academic honesty and responsible scholarship. By understanding the nuances of
both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and by diligently applying the rules to all your
sources, you contribute to a more transparent and credible exchange of knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Manual of Style Citations in
Text

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes that correspond to a bibliography, while the author-date system uses parenthetical
citations (Author Year, Page) directly within the text, linked to a reference list.



Q: When should I use Chicago style, and which system is preferred?
A: Chicago style is widely used in history, literature, arts, and some social sciences. The notes-bibliography
system is typically favored in the humanities, while the author-date system is more common in the social and
natural sciences. Always check with your instructor or publisher for their specific requirements.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for paraphrased information in Chicago
style?
A: While not strictly mandatory for paraphrases in the notes-bibliography system, it is highly recommended by
the Chicago Manual of Style for clarity and reader assistance. For the author-date system, page numbers are
generally included for all in-text citations, whether direct quotes or paraphrases.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style in text?
A: For websites, include the author (if known), title of the page or article, name of the website (italicized),
publication or last updated date, and URL. In notes, you would provide this information, and in author-date,
you would use the author or title in the parenthetical citation. An access date is also recommended.

Q: What is the correct way to cite multiple works by the same author in
Chicago style?
A: In the author-date system, if you have multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you
distinguish them by adding lowercase letters after the year (e.g., Smith 2023a, 2023b). In the notes-
bibliography system, the full citation details will differentiate the works, and shortened notes will include
distinct titles.

Q: Can I use shortened titles for subsequent notes in the notes-bibliography
system?
A: Yes, for subsequent citations of the same source in the notes-bibliography system, you should use a
shortened form that includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number(s). If
only one work by an author is cited, the title may be omitted.
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