chicago manual of style citation guide
examples

Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Citation Guide Examples

chicago manual of style citation guide examples are essential for academic and professional
writing, providing a standardized framework for acknowledging sources and avoiding plagiarism. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offering
detailed explanations and practical examples for various source types. We will explore the two
primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, highlighting
their distinct applications and how to implement them effectively. Furthermore, this article will
provide clear, step-by-step instructions and real-world examples for citing common sources such as
books, journal articles, websites, and more, ensuring clarity and accuracy in your academic
endeavors.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Two Citation Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date
Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations and Full Bibliographies
Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

Annotated Bibliographies

Examples of Notes-Bibliography Citations

Books

Journal Articles

Websites

Book Chapters

Newspaper Articles

Interviews

Legal Documents

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and Reference Lists
Parenthetical In-Text Citations

Reference List Construction

Examples of Author-Date Citations

Books

Journal Articles

Websites

Book Chapters

Newspaper Articles

Interviews

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions

Citing Secondary Sources

Handling Multiple Authors

Citing Unpublished Materials

Quoting and Paraphrasing

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style



Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide published by the University of
Chicago Press, serving as a definitive resource for writers, editors, and publishers. It offers extensive
guidance on grammar, usage, punctuation, and, most importantly, the conventions of scholarly
citation. The CMOS is particularly popular in the humanities and social sciences, providing a robust
system for ensuring academic integrity and facilitating reader access to original sources. Adhering to
CMOS not only demonstrates diligence but also enhances the credibility and readability of your work
by establishing a clear and consistent method for referencing information.

The Two Citation Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two distinct citation systems, each suited for different academic
disciplines and publication types. Understanding the nuances of both is crucial for selecting the
appropriate method for your specific needs. The choice between these systems often depends on the
conventions of the field in which you are writing or the requirements of your publisher or instructor.
Each system aims to provide readers with the necessary information to locate the sources you have
consulted.

Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations and Full
Bibliographies

The notes-bibliography system is prevalent in fields such as literature, history, and the arts. It
employs footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and culminates in a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. This system allows for detailed annotations and discursive notes, which can be
particularly useful for providing background information or commentary on sources without
interrupting the main text's flow.

Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

In the notes-bibliography system, superscript numbers are placed in the text immediately following
the material being cited. These numbers correspond to either footnotes, which appear at the bottom
of the page, or endnotes, which are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book. The first
citation of a source in a note is typically a full bibliographic reference, while subsequent citations of
the same source can be shortened. This method offers flexibility in presenting citation details.

Annotated Bibliographies

While not strictly an in-text citation method, an annotated bibliography is a common component of
the notes-bibliography system. It lists all sources consulted and provides a brief summary and



evaluation of each. This is particularly useful in research proposals or when demonstrating the
breadth of research undertaken.

Examples of Notes-Bibliography Citations

Here are some common examples using the notes-bibliography system, demonstrating how to format
various source types in both notes and bibliography entries.

¢ Books:

o Note: 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

o Bibliography: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals.
New York: Penguin Press, 2006.

e Journal Articles:

o Note: 2. Sarah F. McMahon, "The Myth of the 'American Dream' in the Post-War Suburbs,"
Journal of Urban History 42, no. 3 (2016): 452.

o Bibliography: McMahon, Sarah F. "The Myth of the 'American Dream' in the Post-War
Suburbs." Journal of Urban History 42, no. 3 (2016): 449-68.

« Websites:

o Note: 3. "The History of the Chicago River," Chicago Historical Society, accessed October
26, 2023, http://www.chicagohistoricalsociety.org/riverhistory.

o Bibliography: "The History of the Chicago River." Chicago Historical Society. Accessed
October 26, 2023. http://www.chicagohistoricalsociety.org/riverhistory.

e Book Chapters:

o Note: 4. David R. Colander, "The Future of Economic Education," in The Economics
Education Handbook, ed. Wendy L. Becker and David A. Figlio (Cheltenham, UK: Edward
Elgar Publishing, 2014), 301.

o Bibliography: Colander, David R. "The Future of Economic Education." In The Economics
Education Handbook, edited by Wendy L. Becker and David A. Figlio, 300-315.
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2014.



e Newspaper Articles:

o Note: 5. John Smith, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune, October
25, 2023, sec. Bl.

o Bibliography: Smith, John. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago Tribune,
October 25, 2023. sec. B1.

¢ Interviews:
o Note: 6. Interview with Jane Doe, conducted by author, Chicago, IL, October 24, 2023.

o Bibliography: Doe, Jane. Interview by author. Chicago, IL, October 24, 2023.

e Legal Documents:
o Note: 7. Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

o Bibliography: Miranda v. Arizona. 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and Reference Lists

The author-date system is more commonly found in the natural and social sciences. This system uses
parenthetical citations within the text, which include the author's last name and the year of
publication, and concludes with a reference list of all cited works. This approach emphasizes the
recency and relevance of research, making it ideal for fields where scientific progress is rapid.

Parenthetical In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, citations are embedded directly into the text, typically at the end of a
sentence or clause, enclosed in parentheses. The format is generally (Author Last Name Year, Page
Number). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and page number are needed in
the parentheses. This system provides immediate context for the reader about the source of
information.

Reference List Construction

The reference list, located at the end of the document, contains a complete alphabetical listing of all



sources cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, the author-date
reference list includes only those works that were actually cited. This streamlines the research
process for readers by presenting only directly relevant sources.

Examples of Author-Date Citations

Here are examples illustrating the author-date system for various source types.

¢ Books:
o In-text: (Pollan 2006, 99)

o Reference List: Pollan, Michael. 2006. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of
Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press.

e Journal Articles:
o In-text: (McMahon 2016, 452)

o Reference List: McMahon, Sarah F. 2016. "The Myth of the 'American Dream' in the
Post-War Suburbs." Journal of Urban History 42 (3): 449-68.

e Websites:
o In-text: (Chicago Historical Society n.d.)

o Reference List: Chicago Historical Society. n.d. "The History of the Chicago River."
Accessed October 26, 2023. http://www.chicagohistoricalsociety.org/riverhistory.

e Book Chapters:
o In-text: (Colander 2014, 301)
o Reference List: Colander, David R. 2014. "The Future of Economic Education." In The

Economics Education Handbook, edited by Wendy L. Becker and David A. Figlio, 300-315.
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing.

* Newspaper Articles:

o In-text: (Smith 2023)



o Reference List: Smith, John. 2023. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago
Tribune, October 25.

¢ Interviews:
o In-text: (Doe 2023)

o Reference List: Doe, Jane. 2023. Interview by author. Chicago, IL, October 24.

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions

Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style can present unique challenges, particularly when dealing with
less common source types or complex citation scenarios. Understanding how to address these
situations accurately is vital for maintaining the integrity of your research and adhering to stylistic
conventions.

Citing Secondary Sources

When you cite a source that itself is citing another source (a secondary source), you should ideally
consult the original work. However, if that's not possible, CMOS provides a method for acknowledging
this. In the notes-bibliography system, you would note the original author and work, followed by the
secondary source that contains it. In the author-date system, it is often handled similarly in the
parenthetical citation. Always strive to locate and cite the primary source directly whenever feasible.

Handling Multiple Authors

The treatment of multiple authors varies slightly between the two systems. For the notes-bibliography
system, the first note typically includes all authors' names as they appear on the title page.
Subsequent notes may use "et al." if there are more than three authors. For the author-date system,
the parenthetical citation will list the first author's last name followed by "et al." if there are more
than two authors.

Citing Unpublished Materials

Citing unpublished materials, such as manuscripts, dissertations, or personal correspondence,
requires careful attention to the available information. CMOS provides specific guidelines for these,



often including the nature of the material, its location (if applicable), and the date it was created or
accessed. Accuracy in describing the material and its context is paramount.

Quoting and Paraphrasing

Whether you are quoting directly or paraphrasing an idea, proper citation is mandatory. Direct quotes
must be enclosed in quotation marks and attributed with a page number. Paraphrasing, while not
requiring quotation marks, still demands clear attribution to the original source to avoid plagiarism.
The key is to ensure that every piece of information or idea not your own is clearly linked back to its
origin, giving credit where it is due.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style

Regardless of which Chicago style system you employ, consistency is paramount. Once you have
chosen a system, adhere to its rules throughout your entire document. Inconsistencies in formatting,
abbreviations, or punctuation can be distracting to readers and undermine the professionalism of your
work. Carefully review your citations against the guidelines to ensure uniformity and accuracy.
Mastering these citation details significantly contributes to the clarity and credibility of your scholarly
contributions.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are handled and the structure of the concluding
list of sources. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year)
and a reference list at the end.

Q: When is the notes-bibliography system generally
preferred?

A: The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in disciplines like literature, history, art, and
music. It allows for more detailed explanatory notes and is often used in books and long-form
academic articles.

Q: In the author-date system, what is included in a
parenthetical in-text citation?

A: A parenthetical in-text citation in the author-date system typically includes the author's last name,
the year of publication, and the page number(s) where the information can be found, formatted as



(Author Last Name Year, Page Number).

Q: How should a book with two authors be cited in the notes-
bibliography system?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, a book with two authors should list both authors' names in full in
the first note and in the bibliography, separated by "and." For example: John Smith and Jane Doe, Title
of Book (City: Publisher, Year), Page.

Q: What is the convention for citing a website with no clear
author in the author-date system?

A: When a website has no identifiable author, you can often use the organization or website name as
the author. If no date is available, use "n.d." (no date) in the citation. For example: (Organization
Name n.d.).

Q: How do | cite a quote in the middle of a sentence using the
notes-bibliography system?

A: When quoting material in the middle of a sentence, you would place the superscript note number
immediately after the closing quotation mark and before any punctuation that follows the quote. The
note itself would then provide the full citation details.

Q: Can the Chicago Manual of Style citation guide examples
be used for dissertations?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style is frequently used for dissertations and theses. The specific
system (notes-bibliography or author-date) often depends on the requirements of the university or
department.

Q: What is the purpose of an annotated bibliography in
Chicago style?

A: An annotated bibliography, often used with the notes-bibliography system, includes a list of
sources consulted, but each entry is followed by a brief summary and evaluation of the source's
content and relevance to the research topic.

Q: How do subsequent citations of the same source differ in
the notes-bibliography system?

A: After the first full citation of a source in a note, subsequent citations of that same source are
typically shortened. This often involves just the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to
distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number.



Q: What is the best way to ensure accuracy when creating
Chicago style citations?

A: The best way to ensure accuracy is to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a
reliable online resource that adheres strictly to its guidelines. Double-checking every element of each
citation against the official rules is crucial.
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