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Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style bibliography examples are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper citation and attribution of sources.
Navigating the intricacies of creating a bibliography can be daunting, but
with clear guidance and accurate examples, writers can effectively compile
their lists of works cited. This article will delve into the fundamental
principles of Chicago style bibliographies, providing detailed examples for
various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and
multimedia. Understanding these examples will empower you to create polished
and compliant bibliographies for your research papers, theses, dissertations,
and any scholarly work. We will explore the essential components of a
bibliography entry and demonstrate how to format them correctly according to
the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Bibliography in
Chicago Style

The bibliography, often referred to as "Works Cited" in other styles, serves
as a comprehensive list of all the sources a writer has consulted and
referenced in their work when using the Chicago Manual of Style's Notes-



Bibliography system. Its primary purpose is to provide readers with the
necessary information to locate and verify the sources used, thereby lending
credibility to the author's research and arguments. A well-crafted
bibliography demonstrates thorough research and respects intellectual
property by giving due credit to original authors.

In academic and scholarly contexts, a bibliography is not merely an appendix;
it is an integral part of the research process and the final document. It
allows for transparency, enabling readers to explore the foundational
materials and further engage with the subject matter. Adhering to the
specific formatting guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style ensures
consistency and professionalism across different disciplines and
publications.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry

Regardless of the source type, most Chicago style bibliography entries share
fundamental components. These elements are crucial for identifying the source
accurately and providing enough information for a reader to find it. While
the order and specific punctuation might vary, these core pieces of
information are consistently present.

Author(s) or Editor(s): The name(s) of the person or people responsible
for creating the work.

Title of the Work: The full title and subtitle of the item being cited.

Publication Information: Details about where and when the work was
published, including the city of publication, publisher, and year. For
articles or chapters, this includes the journal or book title, volume,
issue, and date.

Page Numbers (if applicable): Specific page ranges for articles,
chapters, or quoted material.

Retrieved Information (for online sources): The URL and the date the
source was accessed.

Formatting Examples for Common Source Types

The Chicago Manual of Style offers specific guidelines for formatting



different types of sources. While the principles remain consistent, the
details can differ significantly. Below are detailed examples for frequently
encountered source materials.

Books

Citing a book in Chicago style requires careful attention to author names,
titles, and publication details. The basic format for a book by a single
author is as follows:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication.

For example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020.

When citing a book with two or three authors, list all authors in the
bibliography. For four or more authors, list the first author followed by "et
al."

For example, with two authors:

Adams, Jane, and Robert Green. Urban Planning in the 21st Century. New York:
Metropolis Books, 2019.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source in academic research. The format
includes author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, and publication
date, along with page numbers.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page range.

Here's an example:

Davis, Sarah. "The Impact of Technology on Modern Education." Journal of
Educational Research 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-130.

If the journal article is accessed online, you will also need to include the
DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the URL and access date.



Example with DOI:

Davis, Sarah. "The Impact of Technology on Modern Education." Journal of
Educational Research 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-130.
doi:10.1000/jer.2021.45.2.112.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources requires information about the author (if available),
the title of the specific page or article, the website's name, and the URL,
along with the date of access.

Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Page or Article." Name
of Website. Last modified Month Day, Year (if available). Accessed Month Day,
Year. URL.

Here's a practical example:

National Park Service. "About Us." National Park Service. Accessed October
26, 2023. https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/index.htm.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the specific page or article.

Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a chapter from an edited book, you need to include the author of
the chapter, the chapter title, the editor(s) of the book, the book title,
and the publication details, including the page range of the chapter.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by
Editor First Name Editor Last Name, Page range of chapter. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Consider this example:

Miller, Robert. "Early American Settlements." In Foundations of a Nation,
edited by Emily Carter, 45-78. Boston: Colonial Press, 2018.

Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses have a specific format that includes the author,



title, degree obtained, university, and year. If available, the accession
number or database information is also included.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University
Name, Year.

A sample entry:

Brown, William. "A Study of Renewable Energy Policies." PhD diss., Stanford
University, 2022.

Audiovisual Materials

This category includes films, television episodes, and musical recordings.
The format varies slightly depending on the medium.

For a film:

Title of Film. Directed by Director First Name Director Last Name. Starring
Actor First Name Actor Last Name et al. City of Distribution: Distributor,
Year of Release.

Example:

Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. Starring Song Kang-ho, Choi Woo-shik,
Park So-dam, and Cho Yeo-jeong. Distributed by Neon, 2019.

For a television episode:

Title of Episode. Directed by Director First Name Director Last Name. Written
by Writer First Name Writer Last Name. Title of Series, Season and episode
number. Network, Year.

Example:

The One Where Monica Gets a Roommate. Directed by James Burrows. Written by
David Crane and Marta Kauffman. Friends, Season 1, episode 1. NBC, 1994.

Government Documents

Government documents can be complex to cite. The format typically includes
the issuing agency, the title of the document, and publication details. If an



author is listed, start with the author.

Issuing Agency. Title of Document. City of Publication: Publisher (if
different from agency), Year of Publication.

An example of a report from an agency:

United States. Department of Health and Human Services. National Health
Statistics Reports. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics,
2023.

Newspapers and Magazines

Similar to journal articles, newspaper and magazine citations require author
(if known), article title, publication name, date, and page numbers or URL.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper or
Magazine, Month Day, Year.

Example for a newspaper:

Johnson, Emily. "Local Businesses Adapt to Economic Changes." Chicago
Tribune, October 25, 2023.

For online articles, include the URL and access date.

Advanced Formatting Considerations

Beyond the basic structure, several advanced considerations can refine your
Chicago style bibliography. These include how to handle multiple authors, the
use of et al., and the presentation of titles.

Author Names

In the bibliography, author names are listed with the last name first,
followed by the first name. For multiple authors, the first author is
reversed, but subsequent authors are listed in normal order (First Name Last
Name).



Titles

Titles of standalone works, such as books and journals, are italicized.
Titles of shorter works within larger works, like articles or chapters, are
placed in quotation marks. This distinction is crucial for clarity and
adheres to Chicago style conventions.

Publication Information

The city of publication, publisher, and year are essential for books. For
journals, it's the title, volume, issue, and year. Accuracy here ensures the
reader can pinpoint the exact source.

Page Numbers

When citing specific sections or quotations from a source, the page numbers
are vital. In the bibliography, this is usually a range for articles or
chapters. For direct quotes in the text, the corresponding note will cite the
specific page.

The Notes-Bibliography System vs. Author-Date
System

It's important to distinguish between the two citation systems within the
Chicago Manual of Style: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system. This article primarily focuses on the Notes-Bibliography system,
which uses numbered notes in the text and a bibliography at the end. The
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year,
Page) and a reference list at the end, which is similar in content but
slightly different in formatting to a bibliography.

Understanding which system your instructor or publisher requires is the first
step in correctly formatting your citations. Both systems aim for clarity and
attribution, but their presentation differs.

Finalizing Your Chicago Style Bibliography

Creating a bibliography in Chicago style is a meticulous process that
requires attention to detail. By understanding the core components,



familiarizing yourself with examples for various source types, and paying
attention to advanced formatting rules, you can construct a professional and
accurate bibliography. Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for definitive guidance and consult style guides specific to
your discipline or publisher if necessary.

A well-formatted bibliography not only fulfills academic requirements but
also enhances the credibility and usability of your work. It is a testament
to your scholarly diligence and respect for the intellectual contributions of
others.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a
bibliography and a reference list in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, the term "bibliography" is typically used with the
Notes-Bibliography system, serving as a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted, whether or not they were directly cited in the text. A "reference
list" is used with the Author-Date system and includes only the sources cited
within the text.

Q: How do I format author names in a Chicago style
bibliography when there are more than three authors?
A: For a bibliography entry in Chicago style with four or more authors, you
list the first author's name (Last Name, First Name) followed by "et al." for
all subsequent authors.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, the titles of standalone publications like books,
journals, magazines, and newspapers are italicized in the bibliography. The
titles of articles or chapters within these publications are enclosed in
quotation marks.

Q: What is the role of the DOI in Chicago style
online source citations?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent identifier for
online articles. When available, it is preferred over a URL in Chicago style
bibliography entries for online journal articles, as it provides a more



stable link to the source.

Q: How do I cite a website with no author and no
specific publication date in Chicago style?
A: For a website with no author and no publication date, begin the
bibliography entry with the title of the specific page or article, followed
by the name of the website, the access date, and the URL. For instance: "The
Future of AI." Wikipedia. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_intelligence.

Q: Is the punctuation in a Chicago style
bibliography entry consistent across all source
types?
A: While the core components are similar, the punctuation in Chicago style
bibliography entries can vary slightly depending on the source type. For
example, periods, commas, and colons are used in specific ways to separate
elements like author, title, and publication information. It's crucial to
consult the Chicago Manual of Style for precise punctuation rules for each
source.

Q: When using the Chicago Manual of Style Notes-
Bibliography system, do I need to include sources
that I consulted but did not directly cite in my
paper?
A: Yes, with the Notes-Bibliography system, the bibliography is intended to
be a list of all sources the author consulted during the research process,
not just those directly quoted or paraphrased. This provides a comprehensive
overview of the research undertaken.

Q: How do I format the title of a book with a
subtitle in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: When a book has a subtitle, you include it after the main title, separated
by a colon. For example: The History of Chicago: A Comprehensive Study. The
entire title, including the subtitle, should be italicized.
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