
chicago manual of style bibliography examples for
websites

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for websites, navigating the ever-evolving landscape of online
sources can present unique challenges when adhering to the strict citation guidelines of the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS). This comprehensive guide will demystify the process of citing websites, offering clear, detailed
examples for your bibliography. We will explore the fundamental principles of CMOS website citation,
differentiate between different types of online content, and provide specific formats for various scenarios,
including articles, blog posts, and pages without authors or publication dates. Mastering these examples will
ensure your academic work, professional documents, and any writing project requiring precise referencing is
impeccably formatted and credible, thereby avoiding common pitfalls and enhancing the authority of your
research.
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Understanding the Core Principles of CMOS Website Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style's approach to citing digital sources, including websites, is rooted in providing
readers with enough information to locate the original material. While the specific format has evolved to
accommodate the dynamic nature of the internet, the core objective remains consistent: clarity and
retrievability. CMOS emphasizes accuracy and completeness, ensuring that every element of the citation is as
precise as possible. This means paying close attention to details like authors, titles, publication dates (or
their absence), website names, and URLs.

When encountering websites, it’s crucial to remember that not all online content is created equal. The citation
style will vary depending on the nature of the source. For instance, a peer-reviewed journal article accessed
online will be cited differently than a personal blog post or an official organizational webpage. The key is to
identify the most relevant information available on the page and fit it into the appropriate CMOS template.

Key Components of a CMOS Website Citation

Regardless of the specific type of website content you are citing, several core components will typically be
present in a Chicago-style bibliography entry. Identifying these elements is the first step in constructing an
accurate citation. These components, when arranged correctly, allow a reader to not only understand the
source of your information but also to find it themselves if they wish to verify or explore it further.

The essential elements for most website citations in CMOS include:

Author(s) or Editor(s): The name of the individual or organization responsible for the content.

Title of the Specific Page or Article: The exact title as it appears on the website.



Title of the Overall Website: The name of the larger website or platform.

Publication Date: The date the content was published or last updated.

URL: The complete web address of the source.

Access Date (Optional but Recommended): The date you accessed the website, especially if the content is
likely to change.

Author(s) or Editor(s)

Identifying the author is paramount in academic citation. For websites, this can be an individual’s name, the name
of an organization, or sometimes no author is listed. If an individual author is credited, their name should
appear in the format Last Name, First Name. For organizational authors, the full name of the organization
should be used. If no individual author is apparent, look for an organizational author. If neither is readily
available, you may proceed without an author entry, typically starting with the title of the page.

Title of the Specific Page or Article

This refers to the title of the individual piece of content you are referencing. It could be the title of an article,
a specific webpage, a product description, or a news report. It should be enclosed in quotation marks.
Accuracy here is vital; use the title exactly as it appears on the webpage, including any capitalization or
punctuation. This helps readers pinpoint the exact content you consulted.

Title of the Overall Website

This is the name of the parent website or platform where the specific page or article resides. It should be
italicized. For example, if you are citing an article from The New York Times website, "The New York Times"
would be the title of the overall website. This distinguishes the source publication from the specific piece within
it.

Publication Date

The publication date, or the date of the most recent update, is crucial for establishing the timeliness of the
information. CMOS prefers the most specific date available, typically year, month, and day. If only a year is
available, use that. If no date is provided, you will need to indicate its absence, as discussed later.

URL

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is the direct web address of the source. It should be included in its
entirety. It’s good practice to test the URL before finalizing your bibliography to ensure it is active and leads
to the correct page. While URLs can be long, CMOS generally prefers them to be presented as found, without
truncation unless absolutely necessary.

Access Date

While not always mandatory, including the date you accessed the website is highly recommended by CMOS,
particularly for online sources that are subject to change or removal. This provides a snapshot of the
content at a specific point in time, which is helpful if the page is updated or deleted after your research. It is



typically formatted as Month Day, Year.

Citing Online Articles and Journal Pages

Citing online articles, especially those that were originally published in print or are from academic journals,
requires a format that acknowledges both the original publication and its online accessibility. The goal is to
provide the most complete information possible, allowing readers to locate the source in its most
authoritative form, whether online or in print.

When citing an article from a journal or magazine published online, the format generally includes the author,
the article title, the journal/magazine title, volume and issue numbers (if applicable), the publication date, and
the URL. If the article is from a journal that also has a print version, you would cite it as if it were a print
journal and then add the URL and access date.

Example: Citing a Journal Article Accessed Online

Smith, John. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital Communication 15, no. 3
(Fall 2022): 45-62. https://doi.org/10.1080/xxxxxxx.2022.1234567.

In this example:

"Smith, John" is the author.

"The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse" is the article title in quotation marks.

Journal of Digital Communication is the italicized title of the journal.

15, no. 3 indicates the volume and issue number.

(Fall 2022) is the publication date.

The URL (or DOI, which is preferred) is provided.

For articles from online magazines or newspapers, the format is similar but may omit volume and issue numbers.

Example: Citing a Magazine Article Accessed Online

Jones, Emily. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Time Magazine, October 25, 2023.
https://time.com/future-of-renewable-energy/.

Here, "Time Magazine" is the title of the publication, and the date is presented as Month Day, Year. The URL is
essential for direct access.

Citing Websites Without a Specified Author

It's common to encounter webpages where a specific individual author is not readily apparent. In such cases,
CMOS directs you to look for an organizational author. If an organization is responsible for the content, its
name should be used as the author. If no organizational author is clearly identified, the citation will begin with
the title of the specific page or article.



Example: Citing a Page with an Organizational Author

World Health Organization. "Global Health Statistics 2023." Last modified November 15, 2023.
https://www.who.int/data/gho/global-health-statistics-2023.

In this instance, "World Health Organization" serves as the author. "Last modified" is used when a specific
publication date is not available, but an update date is. The title of the page is "Global Health Statistics
2023," and the URL is provided.

Example: Citing a Page Without Any Author Identified

"Understanding Climate Change Impacts." National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Accessed December
1, 2023. https://www.noaa.gov/climate/understanding-climate-change.

When no author, individual or organizational, can be identified, the citation begins with the title of the page in
quotation marks. The name of the overall website ("National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration")
follows, and the access date is crucial because there’s no publication date to anchor the content. Note that
"Accessed" is used when no publication or modification date is available.

Citing Websites Without a Publication Date

The absence of a publication date on a website can be a challenge, but CMOS provides clear guidelines for
handling this. If no publication date or last modified date is available, it is imperative to indicate this by using
the date you accessed the information. This access date becomes a critical piece of information for your
readers to understand when the content was viewed.

Example: Citing a Page with No Publication Date

Davis, Sarah. "The Art of Digital Photography." ArtHub Blog. Accessed November 20, 2023.
https://www.arthubblog.com/digital-photography-tips.

Here, even though "ArtHub Blog" is the website title and "Davis, Sarah" is the author, the lack of a
publication date necessitates the inclusion of the "Accessed" date. This highlights the importance of the access
date when other temporal markers are missing.

If a website provides a copyright date but no specific publication date for a particular page, you can use the
copyright date. However, if only a general copyright date for the entire site is available and not for the
specific page, it's best to use the access date.

Example: Citing a Page with a Copyright Date

Global News Network. "Breaking: New Economic Policy Announced." Last updated January 5, 2023.
https://www.globalnews.com/breaking-economic-policy.

When a "last updated" date is provided, as in this example, it functions similarly to a publication date and
should be used. If only a copyright notice is present (e.g., © 2023), and no specific update or publication date
for the content itself, use the access date and indicate "Updated" or "Copyright" if you choose to include
that information. CMOS generally prioritizes the most specific date available for the content itself.

Citing Online Books and Ebooks

When citing online books or ebooks, the approach blends traditional book citation with the specifics of digital



access. The goal is to provide enough information for the reader to find the text, whether it's through a direct
URL, a database, or a specific ebook platform.

For a book found online with a stable URL or as a direct download, the format typically includes the author,
the book title, publication information (publisher and year), and the URL. If the book is part of a larger
collection or database, you might include the name of the database.

Example: Citing an Ebook with a Direct URL

Miller, David. The Complete Guide to Gardening. Green Thumb Publishing, 2021.
https://www.gardeningguide.com/ebooks/complete-guide.pdf.

In this example, "Miller, David" is the author, "The Complete Guide to Gardening" is the italicized book title,
"Green Thumb Publishing" is the publisher, "2021" is the publication year, and the PDF URL is provided.

Example: Citing a Book Accessed Through a Database

Chen, Li. Chinese Philosophy Today. Oxford University Press, 2019. ProQuest Ebook Central.

When a book is accessed through a database like ProQuest Ebook Central, you generally do not need to
provide a URL. The name of the database is sufficient to indicate where it can be found. The citation includes
author, italicized title, publisher, and publication year.

Citing Blog Posts and Social Media

Blog posts and social media updates represent some of the most dynamic and often less formally structured
online content. CMOS provides guidelines for these as well, emphasizing clear identification of the author, the
specific post or tweet, the platform, and the date.

For blog posts, the citation generally includes the author, the title of the post in quotation marks, the name
of the blog (italicized), the publication date, and the URL. If the blog is part of a larger website, you might
include the website title as well.

Example: Citing a Blog Post

Rodriguez, Maria. "My Favorite Local Coffee Shops." The Urban Explorer, October 18, 2023.
https://www.urbanexplorertips.com/favorite-coffee-shops.

Here, "Rodriguez, Maria" is the author, "My Favorite Local Coffee Shops" is the post title, "The Urban
Explorer" is the italicized blog name, and the date and URL are included.

Citing social media posts requires attention to the specific platform and the nature of the post (e.g., a tweet,
a Facebook post). For platforms like Twitter, the author's Twitter handle might be used.

Example: Citing a Tweet

@SpaceAgency. "Exciting news: we’ve successfully launched our new satellite!" Twitter, November 10, 2023,
9:15 AM EST. https://twitter.com/SpaceAgency/status/1234567890.

This example uses the Twitter handle "@SpaceAgency" as the author, the content of the tweet as the title in
quotation marks, "Twitter" as the platform, and the date, time, and URL. For more permanent posts on
platforms like Facebook, you might cite the author, the title of the post (if it has one, or a description), the
platform, the date, and the URL.



Footnote vs. Bibliography: A Brief Distinction

It is important to briefly distinguish between footnotes and bibliography entries when citing sources in Chicago
style. While both are essential for academic integrity, they serve different purposes and have slightly different
formats. The bibliography, which we have been focusing on, provides a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted and cited in your work, appearing at the end of the document. Bibliography entries tend to be more
complete and include all necessary publication details.

Footnotes, on the other hand, appear at the bottom of the page or at the end of the chapter and provide
immediate citation information for a specific passage or idea. The first time a source is cited in a footnote, it
typically includes more detail, similar to a bibliography entry but often without quotation marks around the
article title and with the author's first name preceding their last name. Subsequent citations of the same
source in footnotes are usually shortened.

Understanding this distinction is key to applying CMOS correctly. While this article has focused on
bibliography examples for websites, the principles of identifying authors, titles, dates, and URLs are
transferable to footnote citations, with slight formatting adjustments.

Mastering the nuances of citing online sources according to the Chicago Manual of Style is an essential skill
for any writer. By diligently applying these principles and examples for website citations, you ensure the
credibility and accuracy of your work. The clarity and consistency of your bibliography reflect the
thoroughness of your research and respect for academic conventions. Continued practice and reference to the
official CMOS guide will further refine your citation abilities, making you a more confident and proficient
communicator of your research findings.

Q: What is the most crucial piece of information to include when citing a
website in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?
A: The most crucial piece of information to include when citing a website in a Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography is the URL, as it allows readers to directly access the source. However, all components (author,
title, website name, date) are vital for complete citation.

Q: How do I cite a website if there is no clear author listed?
A: If there is no clear individual author listed, you should look for an organizational author (e.g., a company
or institution). If no organizational author is apparent either, begin the citation with the title of the specific
page or article.

Q: What is the difference between an access date and a publication date in
CMOS website citations?
A: A publication date is the date the content was originally published or last updated by the author or
website. An access date is the date you viewed the website. CMOS recommends including the access date for
online sources, especially if the publication date is absent or the content is subject to change.

Q: Should I include "http://" or "https://" in the URL for website citations
in my bibliography?
A: Yes, you should generally include "http://" or "https://" in the URL for website citations in your
bibliography, as it ensures the URL is functional and complete.



Q: How do I cite a website that has been updated frequently?
A: If a website indicates a "last modified" or "updated" date, use that date in your citation, formatted as it
appears on the site. If no specific date is available, use the access date.

Q: Are DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) preferred over URLs for online
articles in CMOS?
A: Yes, CMOS strongly prefers DOIs over URLs when available for online journal articles, as DOIs are stable
identifiers that are less likely to change than URLs.

Q: What if a blog post does not have a specific author listed?
A: If a blog post lacks an individual author, look for an organizational author. If none is available, begin the
citation with the title of the blog post.

Q: How should I format the title of a website in a CMOS bibliography?
A: The title of the overall website should be italicized in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry.

Q: Do I need to cite every single page of a website I consulted?
A: You only need to cite the specific pages, articles, or posts from a website that you have referenced or
quoted in your work. A general citation for the homepage is usually not sufficient unless you are referring to
the website as a whole.

Q: What is the purpose of including an access date in a CMOS bibliography
entry for a website?
A: The purpose of including an access date is to provide a fixed point in time for the source, acknowledging that
online content can be altered or removed. This helps readers understand when the information was available to
you.
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