
chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for chapters
chicago manual of style bibliography examples for chapters, understanding how
to properly format bibliographic entries for individual chapters within
larger works is crucial for academic integrity and clear scholarly
communication. Whether you are citing a chapter from an edited collection, a
multi-author book, or even a standalone essay within a larger publication,
adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is paramount. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of creating accurate and
consistent Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples for chapters,
ensuring your research is presented with the highest degree of
professionalism. We will explore various scenarios, from citing a chapter in
a book with one author to handling contributions in anthologies and edited
volumes.
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Understanding the Core Components of a Chapter
Citation

When constructing a bibliography entry for a chapter, the Chicago Manual of
Style generally requires several key pieces of information to be present,
regardless of the specific source type. These components work together to
provide readers with all the necessary details to locate the cited material.
Precision in each element is vital for maintaining the credibility of your
research and for ensuring ease of access for your audience. The fundamental
goal is to give credit where it is due and allow for easy verification of
your sources.

The essential elements typically include the author of the chapter, the title
of the chapter itself, the title of the larger work (book or collection) in
which the chapter appears, the editor(s) or compiler(s) of the larger work
(if applicable), the publication information for the larger work (including
place of publication, publisher, and year), and crucially, the page numbers
on which the chapter can be found. Each of these pieces of information plays
a distinct role in fully identifying and locating the source material,



especially when dealing with contributions embedded within a broader
publication.

Author of the Chapter
The primary identifier in any citation is the author of the specific piece
you are referencing. For a chapter, this is the individual who wrote that
particular section, which may be different from the editor or compiler of the
entire book. In your bibliography, the chapter author's name will typically
be listed first. The format generally follows the pattern of Last Name, First
Name. If there are multiple authors for a single chapter, their names are
usually listed in the order they appear in the source, with subsequent
authors in First Name Last Name format after the first author.

Title of the Chapter
Following the author's name, the title of the chapter is presented. This
should be enclosed in quotation marks. Proper capitalization rules for
titles, as outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style, should be meticulously
followed. This means capitalizing the first word, the last word, and all
significant words in the title and subtitle. Minor words like articles,
prepositions, and conjunctions are generally not capitalized unless they are
the first or last word of the title or subtitle.

Title of the Larger Work
The title of the book or collection that contains the chapter is the next
crucial piece of information. This title is typically italicized,
distinguishing it from the chapter title, which is in quotation marks.
Similar to chapter titles, the title of the larger work requires careful
capitalization according to CMOS guidelines. This italicization helps readers
quickly differentiate between the individual contribution and the
encompassing volume.

Editor(s) or Compiler(s) and Publication Details
If the chapter appears in an edited collection or a work compiled by someone
other than the chapter author, the names of the editor(s) or compiler(s) must
be included. They are usually preceded by the abbreviation "ed." or "eds."
(for editor or editors) or "comp." or "comps." (for compiler or compilers).
Following this, the publication details, including the city of publication,
the name of the publisher, and the year of publication, are provided. This
suite of information is critical for pinpointing the exact edition and
printing of the source.



Page Numbers
Finally, the range of pages on which the chapter appears is essential. This
is usually indicated by "pp." followed by the page numbers. For example, "pp.
123–45." This allows the reader to quickly navigate to the relevant section
of the book. Without this information, even if the reader finds the correct
book, locating the specific chapter can be a time-consuming and frustrating
task.

Citing a Chapter in an Edited Collection

One of the most common scenarios requiring Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography examples for chapters involves citing a contribution to an
edited collection, often referred to as an anthology. These collections
feature works by various authors, brought together under the guidance of one
or more editors. Properly attributing each chapter to its author and
acknowledging the editor(s) of the collection is paramount.

The standard format for a chapter in an edited collection in the bibliography
follows a specific structure to ensure clarity and completeness. The author
of the chapter comes first, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks.
Then, the word "in," followed by the title of the edited collection
(italicized), and then the editor(s) name(s) with the appropriate
abbreviation (ed., eds.). Finally, the publication information and page
numbers for the chapter are provided.

Example Format for an Edited Collection
Here is a general template that illustrates the correct Chicago Manual of
Style format for a chapter within an edited collection:

Author of Chapter, First Name Last Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of
Edited Collection, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page numbers.
City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Variations with Multiple Editors
When an edited collection has two or three editors, all their names should be
listed. For collections with four or more editors, it is acceptable to list
only the first editor followed by "et al." (meaning "and others"). However,
consistency is key, so if you choose to list all editors for collections with
four or more, do so for all such entries in your bibliography.



Example with Multiple Editors
Consider a situation where a chapter is part of a collection edited by two
individuals:

Smith, John. "The Future of Digital Archives." In Archival Science: New
Frontiers, edited by Eleanor Vance and David Chen, 45–72. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2021.

Example with More Than Three Editors
If a chapter appears in a volume with many editors, the abbreviated format is
often preferred:

Garcia, Maria. "AI in Historical Research." In Digital Humanities: A
Comprehensive Guide, edited by Robert Lee et al., 188–210. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2023.

Citing a Chapter in a Book with Multiple
Authors or Editors

The complexity of sourcing material can increase when dealing with books that
have multiple authors contributing to different sections or when a single
author's work is compiled and edited by others. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides clear guidelines to navigate these situations, ensuring that credit
is given appropriately and that the source can be easily identified by your
readers.

When a book has multiple authors who have each written distinct chapters or
sections that you are citing, the citation will focus on the author of the
specific chapter you used. The overall structure remains similar to citing a
chapter in a single-authored book, but the inclusion of other authors in the
main work is implicitly handled by the editors or the overall structure of
the book's bibliographic record. The key is to always prioritize the author
of the specific content you are referencing.

Chapter in a Book with a Single Author (Reprinted or
Different Edition)
While this might seem straightforward, when citing a chapter from a book that
itself has a single author, but you are referencing a specific edition or a



reprinted version, you still need to clearly indicate the chapter and its
page numbers. The main difference from citing the entire book is the focus on
the specific part you've consulted.

Example:

Adams, Henry. "The Education of Henry Adams." In The Education of Henry
Adams, 112–135. New York: Modern Library, 1930.

In this example, "The Education of Henry Adams" is both the title of the
chapter and the title of the book, a common occurrence. The key is the page
range indicating the specific portion being cited.

Chapter from a Multi-Author Monograph
If you are citing a specific chapter from a book that is a monograph (a
scholarly work on a single subject), but it's structured into distinct,
individually authored chapters (less common for true monographs but can occur
in specialized encyclopedic works), you would still cite the author of that
chapter. However, typically, a monograph has one primary author, and if
you're citing their work, you're usually citing them as the author of the
entire book, with chapter references in your notes.

For the bibliography, if you've drawn significantly from one chapter, you
would cite the author of the book, and then within your text or notes, you
would specify the chapter. For the bibliography entry itself, the primary
focus is on the book as a whole, attributed to its author(s).

Example of a standard book citation (which would be used if you're
referencing the whole book or primarily the main author):

Lee, Sarah. The History of Ancient Rome. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2018.

If you are specifically referencing a chapter written by a different,
credited author within a larger edited work that is not strictly a collection
but has distinct authorial segments, follow the guidelines for edited
collections. The distinction lies in whether the work is presented as a
unified monograph with sections or as a compilation of separate essays.

Citing a Chapter from a Work with a Single
Author



When citing a chapter that comes from a book authored by a single individual,
the process is generally more streamlined than with edited collections. The
primary focus remains on clearly identifying the author of the chapter, the
chapter's title, and the larger work it belongs to, along with its
publication details. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes accuracy and
clarity, ensuring that readers can easily find the specific information you
have referenced.

In the bibliography, the entry begins with the author of the book. Then, the
title of the chapter is presented in quotation marks, followed by the
italicized title of the book. The publication details, including the city,
publisher, and year, are then provided. Crucially, if you are citing a
specific chapter and not the entire book, the page numbers for that chapter
are essential to include.

Standard Format for a Single-Authored Chapter
The Chicago Manual of Style provides a clear structure for these types of
entries. This format ensures that all necessary information is present and
logically organized, facilitating easy reference for your readers.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, Page
numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example of a Single-Authored Chapter Citation
Let's consider an example to illustrate this format effectively. Suppose you
are citing a chapter from a historical text written by a renowned scholar:

Johnson, Emily. "The Industrial Revolution's Impact on Urbanization." In
A History of Modern Europe, 215–240. New York: Penguin Books, 2019.

In this example, "Johnson, Emily" is the author of the entire book, and "The
Industrial Revolution's Impact on Urbanization" is the specific chapter you
are referencing. The page range "215–240" indicates where this chapter can be
found within "A History of Modern Europe."

Citing a Chapter from a Republished Work
When citing a chapter from a work that has been republished, it is important
to provide the publication details of the edition you consulted. This means
including the original publication year if it's relevant and clearly
indicating the year of the edition you used. The Chicago Manual of Style



generally prioritizes the edition you have in hand.

Example:

Davis, Robert. "Early American Political Thought." In Foundations of
Democracy, 55–88. New York: Vintage Books, 2005. (Originally published
1988)

Here, the primary entry reflects the Vintage Books edition from 2005, which
is the version consulted. The parenthetical note indicates the original
publication year, providing historical context for the work's genesis.

Citing a Chapter in a Multi-Volume Work

Multi-volume works present a unique challenge for citation, as they are
essentially a series of interconnected books. When you are citing a specific
chapter within a multi-volume set, you need to provide enough information for
the reader to locate not only the correct book within the set but also the
specific chapter and page range. The Chicago Manual of Style offers precise
ways to handle this to ensure absolute clarity.

The key is to identify the volume number in conjunction with the chapter and
the overall work. This ensures that there is no ambiguity about which part of
the larger series you are referencing. Proper formatting helps distinguish
the volume from other elements of the citation, making the source easily
retrievable.

Format for a Chapter in a Multi-Volume Work
The structure for citing a chapter within a multi-volume work typically
includes the author of the chapter, the chapter title, the title of the
overall work, the specific volume number, and then the publication details
for that volume. Editors, if any, also need to be noted.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Multi-
Volume Work, vol. X, Page numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example with a Multi-Volume Encyclopedia
Encyclopedias are often multi-volume works. When citing an article (which
functions like a chapter) from such a resource, follow the standard format,



ensuring the volume number is prominent.

Lee, Sarah. "Renaissance Art." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of Art
History, vol. 5, 301–315. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016.

Here, "vol. 5" clearly indicates that the information on Renaissance Art is
found in the fifth volume of the encyclopedia.

Example with an Edited Multi-Volume Series
If the multi-volume work is an edited series, you would include the editor(s)
in the citation as you would for any other edited collection, specifying the
volume.

Chen, David. "The Sociology of Globalization." In Global
Transformations: A Series of Studies, edited by Eleanor Vance, vol. 2,
150–185. London: Routledge, 2020.

This example shows how to incorporate editor information and the volume
number for a chapter within an edited multi-volume series. Consistency in how
you format "vol." (e.g., always using "vol." or always using "volume") is
also a good practice for Chicago style.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago
Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for
Chapters

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style for chapter
citations can lead to occasional errors. Awareness of common pitfalls and the
adoption of sound best practices will ensure your bibliography is accurate,
consistent, and professional. Precision in formatting, especially with
quotation marks and italics, is a hallmark of scholarly work.

One of the most frequent mistakes is the incorrect application of quotation
marks and italics. Chapter titles should always be enclosed in quotation
marks, while the titles of the larger works (books, collections) should be
italicized. Confusing these can lead to a less professional appearance and
potential ambiguity for the reader. Another common issue is omitting crucial
publication details or page numbers, which hinders source retrieval.



Avoiding Common Errors
To mitigate these issues, always double-check your entries against a reliable
guide or a current edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. Pay close
attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements in each
citation. Ensure that you are consistently using the author of the chapter,
not the editor of the entire volume, as the primary subject of the citation,
unless you are referencing the editor's introductory material.

Key Best Practices
Here are some best practices to follow:

Consistency is Key: Maintain a uniform style throughout your
bibliography. If you choose to abbreviate certain terms (like
"university" to "Univ."), do so consistently.

Accuracy of Information: Always verify the author's name, chapter title,
book title, publisher, and publication year. Errors in these details can
make sources unfindable.

Page Number Precision: Ensure you are providing the exact page range for
the chapter or section you are citing. This is critical for direct
access to your evidence.

Proper Punctuation and Formatting: Meticulously follow CMOS guidelines
for commas, periods, quotation marks, and italics.

Use of Abbreviations: Employ standard abbreviations for publishers
(e.g., "UP" for University Press) and states (e.g., "NY" for New York)
where appropriate and consistently.

Consult the Manual: When in doubt, always refer to the latest edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style.

Handling Different Editions
When citing a chapter from a book that has multiple editions, always indicate
the edition you used. This is typically done by including the edition number
or year in the publication information. For example, "2nd ed." or "Revised
edition." This ensures your readers are looking at the same version of the
text.

Example:

Williams, David. "The Impact of Technology on Education." In Learning in



the Digital Age, 78–105. 3rd ed. Boston: Pearson, 2022.

This specifies that the citation is from the third edition of "Learning in
the Digital Age," providing crucial context for the information presented.

Special Cases and Advanced Formatting

While the fundamental rules for citing chapters are clear, certain situations
demand more specific attention. These can include citing chapters from very
old texts, translated works, or online resources where the print publication
details might be less straightforward. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
guidance for these less common, yet important, scenarios.

One such special case is citing translated works. When a chapter is from a
translated book, you must acknowledge the translator. This is typically done
by including the translator's name after the title of the larger work. The
primary author of the chapter is still listed first, followed by the chapter
title. The details of the translation are then integrated into the entry.

Citing Translated Chapters
When referencing a chapter from a work that has been translated, it is
essential to credit the translator. This provides important context about the
version of the text being used.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book,
translated by Translator First Name Last Name, Page numbers. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Plato. "The Allegory of the Cave." In The Republic, translated by
Benjamin Jowett, 215–230. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

In this example, the translation by Benjamin Jowett is clearly indicated,
alongside the specific chapter and its page range within the translated
edition.



Chapters from Online Sources
Citing chapters from online sources requires careful consideration of whether
the online version mirrors a print edition or is exclusively digital. If it
is a digital version of a print source, you typically include the URL or DOI
and access date. If it's an online-only publication, the citation may differ
slightly, focusing more on the digital access points.

Example of a chapter from a website that mimics a print edition:

Anderson, Michael. "The Evolution of Cybersecurity." In Digital Threats
and Solutions, 112–135. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.example.com/cybersecurity/evolution.

For online-only chapters where there isn't a clear print equivalent, the
structure might be more direct, focusing on the author, chapter title,
website title, and the URL. Always prioritize the most stable and
authoritative version of the source available.

Adhering to these detailed guidelines for Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography examples for chapters will not only enhance the scholarly rigor
of your work but also demonstrate a deep respect for the sources you have
consulted. Mastering these citation practices is a fundamental skill for any
researcher or writer aiming for excellence in academic and professional
publishing.

This approach to citing chapters within larger works is vital for academic
honesty and for enabling your readers to trace your research journey. By
meticulously following the Chicago Manual of Style, you contribute to the
clarity and integrity of scholarly discourse.

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples
for Chapters

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an anthology or
edited collection where I'm using multiple chapters
from the same book?
A: When citing multiple chapters from the same edited collection, you will
create a separate bibliography entry for each chapter you cite, following the
standard format for a chapter in an edited collection. However, for
subsequent citations of chapters from that same book within your notes, you
can use a shortened form once the full citation has appeared.



Q: What is the difference between citing a chapter
and citing an entire book in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the focus. When citing a chapter, you
highlight the author of that specific chapter, the chapter title (in
quotation marks), and the page range of that chapter. The entire book's title
is still included (italicized), along with its publication details. When
citing an entire book, you focus on the author of the book and the book's
title as a whole, without specifying individual chapter titles or page ranges
unless you are referencing a specific section within your notes.

Q: Should I include the page numbers for the entire
book or just the chapter in my bibliography entry
for a chapter?
A: For a bibliography entry specifically for a chapter, you should only
include the page numbers that the chapter itself spans. The full page range
of the entire book is not necessary for this type of entry, as the goal is to
pinpoint the exact location of the specific chapter being cited.

Q: How do I format the editor's name when citing a
chapter from an edited collection in Chicago style?
A: The editor's name is typically listed after the title of the edited
collection, preceded by "edited by" (or "ed." for a single editor). For
example: Title of Edited Collection, edited by Editor First Name Last Name.
If there are multiple editors, list them all if there are two or three; for
four or more, you can list the first editor followed by "et al."

Q: What if the chapter I am citing is from a book
with no editor and a single author?
A: If the book has a single author and no editor, you cite the author of the
book, the chapter title in quotation marks, and then the book title in
italics, followed by the publication information and the page numbers for the
chapter. The "In" and editor information are omitted in this case.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from a translated work
according to Chicago Manual of Style?
A: When citing a chapter from a translated work, you include the original
author, the chapter title in quotation marks, the book title in italics, the
translator's name (preceded by "translated by"), the publication details of
the translation, and the page numbers for the chapter. For example: Author
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, translated by



Translator First Name Last Name, Page numbers. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Q: What is the best practice for capitalizing titles
in Chicago Manual of Style chapter citations?
A: Chicago style uses title case for titles. This means capitalizing the
first word, the last word, and all principal words (nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, adverbs, and some conjunctions and prepositions). Minor words
like articles (a, an, the) and short prepositions (of, in, on, to, for, with)
are not capitalized unless they are the first or last word of a title or
subtitle.
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