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Mastering Your Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for Books

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for books are essential for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to locate your sources. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of citing books according to the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS), covering various scenarios and providing clear, actionable examples. Whether you're a
student, researcher, or author, understanding how to construct accurate bibliography entries for
books is paramount to avoiding plagiarism and establishing credibility. We will explore the core
components of a book citation, differentiate between the two main note systems (notes-bibliography
and author-date), and dissect specific examples for different types of books, including those with
multiple authors, editors, and translations. Mastering these details will elevate the professionalism of
your work.
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Understanding the Core Components of a Book Citation

A well-formed bibliography entry for a book in the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) typically includes
several key pieces of information, presented in a specific order. These elements allow readers to
identify and retrieve the source with ease. Missing or incorrectly formatted information can render a
citation incomplete and, consequently, unhelpful. Therefore, meticulous attention to detail is crucial
when compiling your bibliography. Understanding these fundamental components is the first step
towards mastering CMOS book citations.

The essential elements generally include:

Author(s) name(s)



Title of the book

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year of publication)

Page numbers (especially for specific references within the notes)

While these are the core, the exact formatting and inclusion of additional details can vary depending
on the specific citation system used (notes-bibliography or author-date) and the type of book being
cited. For instance, information about editors, translators, or specific editions will require slight
adjustments to the standard format.

The Notes-Bibliography System: Crafting Detailed Book
Entries

The notes-bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines. In this system, full citations
appear in both footnotes or endnotes and in a concluding bibliography. The bibliography entries for
books are typically more detailed than those found in the notes, serving as a comprehensive list of all
sources consulted. The goal here is to provide a complete bibliographic record for each item.

Structure of a Bibliography Entry for a Book (Notes-
Bibliography System)

The standard format for a book in the notes-bibliography system is as follows:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

This foundational structure serves as the basis for more complex citations. Pay close attention to
punctuation, particularly the use of periods and colons. The title of the book is always italicized.

Variations in the Notes-Bibliography System

Even within the notes-bibliography system, variations exist to accommodate different types of
publications and authorship. These variations ensure that all relevant publication details are captured
accurately. Understanding these nuances is key to producing a polished and professional
bibliography.

Single-Author Books
For a book with a single author, the format is straightforward.

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.



For example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Books with Two or Three Authors
When a book has two or three authors, all names are typically included in the bibliography, with the
first author’s name inverted.

Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

For instance:

Jones, Alice, and Robert Davis. Urban Planning in the Midwest. New York: Oxford University Press,
2018.
Brown, Carol, David Evans, and Sarah Miller. Architectural Styles of Illinois. Boston: Harvard University
Press, 2022.

Books with Four or More Authors
For books with four or more authors, CMOS generally recommends listing the first author’s name
followed by "et al." (meaning "and others").

Last Name, First Name, et al. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

An example:

Garcia, Maria, et al. The Art of Storytelling. London: Penguin Books, 2019.

Edited Books
When citing an edited book, the editor’s name(s) are included. The format distinguishes between an
editor and an author.

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:



Chen, Li, ed. Contemporary Asian Literature. Singapore: National University of Singapore Press, 2021.

Translated Books
For translated works, both the original author and the translator are credited.

Original Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Translated by Translator First Name Last
Name. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Here’s an example:

Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Crime and Punishment. Translated by Constance Garnett. New York: Modern
Library, 2002.

Books with a Foreword, Preface, or Introduction by Someone Other Than the Author
If a specific section like a foreword is written by a different person, and you are citing that section,
you would format it accordingly. However, for a general book citation, the primary author takes
precedence. If the focus is on the foreword, the entry might look like:

Foreword author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Foreword." In Title of Book, by Book Author
First Name Last Name, page numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

A typical book citation would still focus on the main author.

Reprinted Books or Editions
When citing a reprinted book or a specific edition, you need to indicate this.

Original Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Original Publication Year. City of
Publication: Publisher, Reprint Year.

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Edition Number ed. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Examples:

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. 1813. New York: Penguin Classics, 2003.
King, Stephen. The Shining. 2nd ed. New York: Doubleday, 2011.

Books Published by Organizations or Institutions
When a book is published by an organization rather than a traditional publisher, or when the



organization acts as the author, the format reflects this.

Organization Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Organization Name, Year.

Example:

World Health Organization. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2023.

The Author-Date System: Concise Citations for Books

The author-date system, commonly used in social sciences and some natural sciences, provides a
more abbreviated citation in the bibliography, with full details provided only if necessary or in a
separate reference list. The primary citation in the text is typically an in-text citation (Author Year,
Page).

Structure of a Bibliography Entry for a Book (Author-Date
System)

The author-date bibliography format for books is generally structured as follows:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

This system prioritizes the author and year for quick identification within the text.

Variations in the Author-Date System

Similar to the notes-bibliography system, the author-date system also accommodates different
publication types, though the emphasis remains on conciseness and authorial/chronological
organization.

Single-Author Books
The basic format for a single-author book is quite direct.

Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

An example:

Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.



Books with Two or Three Authors
For books with multiple authors, all are listed.

Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Example:

Jones, Alice, and Robert Davis. 2018. Urban Planning in the Midwest. New York: Oxford University
Press.

Books with Four or More Authors
When there are four or more authors, the first author’s name is listed, followed by "et al."

Last Name, First Name, et al. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

An example:

Garcia, Maria, et al. 2019. The Art of Storytelling. London: Penguin Books.

Edited Books
Edited books are cited by the editor(s).

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Chen, Li, ed. 2021. Contemporary Asian Literature. Singapore: National University of Singapore Press.

Translated Books
Translator information is included for translated works.

Original Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Translated by Translator First Name
Last Name. City of Publication: Publisher.

Here’s how it looks:



Dostoevsky, Fyodor. 2002. Crime and Punishment. Translated by Constance Garnett. New York:
Modern Library.

Reprinted Books or Editions
When citing reprinted works or specific editions, the original publication year might be included,
followed by the reprint details.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Edition Number ed. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Example:

King, Stephen. 2011. The Shining. 2nd ed. New York: Doubleday.

Key Differences and When to Use Each System

The choice between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems often depends on the academic
discipline, the publication venue's requirements, or the author's preference. The notes-bibliography
system is more common in the humanities, offering detailed annotations and a comprehensive
bibliography. The author-date system is prevalent in the sciences and social sciences, prioritizing
author and year for rapid source identification within the text. Understanding these differences
ensures you adhere to the specific stylistic guidelines of your field or assignment.

The primary distinction lies in where the full source information is presented. In the notes-
bibliography system, detailed information appears in both the notes (footnotes or endnotes) and the
final bibliography. In the author-date system, the in-text citation is brief (e.g., Smith 2020), and the
bibliography (often called a reference list) provides the complete details. Both systems aim for clarity
and accuracy in source attribution, but they achieve this through different structural approaches.

Final Thoughts on Chicago Manual of Style
Bibliography Examples for Books

The ability to accurately cite books using the Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone of scholarly
and professional integrity. By understanding the fundamental components, the nuances of both the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and the specific examples for various book types, you
can confidently construct your bibliographies. Always remember to consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date guidance, as minor revisions can occur. Meticulous
citation not only upholds academic honesty but also enhances the credibility and accessibility of your
research for your readers.



FAQ

Q: What is the most common error people make when
creating Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples for
books?
A: A very common error is incorrect punctuation, such as omitting or misplacing periods, colons, or
commas, and inconsistent italicization of book titles. Another frequent mistake is not inverting the
author's last name for the first author listed in the bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a book with no author listed?
A: If a book has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the book. The title is then followed
by the publication information. The title is usually italicized, and if it's a work within a larger work (like
an article or chapter), it would be in quotation marks.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in CMOS?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, the concluding list is called a Bibliography and includes all
sources cited and consulted. In the author-date system, the concluding list is usually called a
Reference List and typically includes only the sources that were cited within the text.

Q: Should I include the full URL and access date for e-books in
my Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples for books?
A: For e-books, CMOS generally recommends including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available,
as it provides a stable link. If a DOI is not available, you may include the URL. Access dates are
typically not required for e-books unless the source is considered ephemeral or likely to change
significantly.

Q: How do I format a book with a subtitle in CMOS?
A: Subtitles are included after the main title, separated by a colon. For example: The History of
Chicago: A Comprehensive Study. The subtitle is also italicized along with the main title.

Q: What if a book has an edition number but no year of
publication listed?
A: If a book has an edition number but no publication year is evident, you should use "n.d." (no date)
in place of the year. For example: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Edition Number ed.
City of Publication: Publisher, n.d.



Q: When citing a classic work that has been reprinted, which
publication date should I use in my Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography examples for books?
A: CMOS generally advises citing the edition you are using. If you are using a specific modern edition
of a classic work, you would cite that edition's publication details. However, it is often helpful to also
note the original publication year for context, usually in parentheses after the main citation or as part
of the entry itself, depending on the specific circumstances and the preferred format.
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