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chicago manual of style bibliography examples for a thesis are crucial for
academic integrity and demonstrating thorough research. Properly formatting
your bibliography, often called "Works Cited" or "References" in other
styles, according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures that your
readers can easily locate the sources you've consulted. This comprehensive
guide will walk you through the essential elements and provide clear,
detailed examples for various source types commonly found in thesis work. We
will cover the foundational principles of CMOS citation, delve into specific
formats for books, journal articles, websites, and other critical resources,
and offer practical tips for maintaining consistency and accuracy. Mastering
these bibliography examples is a vital step in producing a polished and
credible academic document.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citations

Chicago style, also known as the Turabian style in some contexts due to Kate
L. Turabian's adaptation for students, offers two distinct citation systems:
the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For most theses and
dissertations, the Notes-Bibliography system is preferred. This system uses
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography
at the end of the work. Understanding which system your institution or
department requires is the first critical step. The bibliography in Chicago
style is an alphabetical list of all sources cited within the text, providing
complete publication details.



Core Principles of a CMOS Bibliography

The fundamental goal of any bibliography is to provide sufficient information
for a reader to find and verify your sources. In Chicago style, this means
meticulous attention to detail regarding authors, titles, publication
information, and dates. Consistency is paramount; once you choose a format
for a particular source type, you must adhere to it throughout your
bibliography. The bibliography should be alphabetized by the author's last
name or by the title if no author is listed. Each entry is typically single-
spaced, with a double space between entries, and often uses a hanging indent
(the first line of each entry is flush left, and subsequent lines are
indented).

Common Source Types and Their Examples

The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific formatting guidelines for a
wide array of source materials. Mastering these variations is essential for
creating an accurate and professional bibliography for your thesis. Below are
detailed examples for the most frequently encountered sources.

Books

Books are a cornerstone of academic research, and their citation in Chicago
style requires specific elements. For a single-author book, the format
typically includes the author's full name (last name first), the full title
of the book in italics, and the place of publication, publisher, and year of
publication. Multiple authors are handled by listing the first author with
their last name first, followed by subsequent authors in their first-name-
last-name order. Edited volumes and books with more than three authors also
have unique formatting conventions.

Single Author Book Example:
Smith, John. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Book with Two Authors Example:
Jones, Mary, and Robert Green. Studies in Ancient Civilizations. London:
Cambridge University Press, 2018.

Edited Book Example:

Brown, Sarah, ed. Perspectives on Modern Literature. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2019.

Journal Articles



Citing journal articles requires including the author(s), the article title
in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and page numbers. If the article was
accessed online, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a stable URL is also
included. Pay close attention to the punctuation, as commas and periods play
a critical role in distinguishing these elements.

Journal Article Example (Print):
Davis, Emily. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational
Research 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-135.

Journal Article Example (Online with DOI):
Wilson, David. "Quantum Mechanics and the Universe." Physical Review Letters
126, no. 4 (2023): 040401. https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.126.040401.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources can be particularly varied due to the nature of the
web. The key is to provide as much identifying information as possible. This
includes the author (if available), the title of the specific page or
document, the name of the website, and the publication or last updated date
if discernible. Crucially, include the URL and the date you accessed the
material.

Website Example:
National Archives. "Declaration of Independence." Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript.

Online Report Example:

World Health Organization. "Global Health Statistics 2022." Last modified
October 20, 2022.
https://www.who.int/gho/publications/global health statistics/en/.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing dissertations or theses, especially if you've accessed them
through a database or repository, you'll need to include the author, the
title of the dissertation (in italics), the degree sought (e.g., PhD
dissertation, MA thesis), the university that granted the degree, and the
year of completion. If accessed online, provide the database name and
accession number or URL.

Dissertation Example (Online Database):
Clark, Benjamin. "Victorian Literature and the Concept of Progress." PhD
diss., University of Oxford, 2017. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses.



Other Common Sources

Academic research often involves a broader range of materials. This can
include government documents, newspaper articles, conference proceedings, and
even interviews. Each of these has its specific formatting requirements
within the Chicago style. For instance, government documents often cite the
issuing agency and the title, while newspaper articles require the
newspaper's name and date of publication.

Newspaper Article Example:
Johnson, Maria. "Local Economy Shows Signs of Recovery." The Chicago Tribune,
October 25, 2023.

Interview Example:
Lee, Samuel. Personal interview with author. November 10, 2023.

Formatting Your Bibliography Page

The physical presentation of your bibliography page is as important as the
accuracy of its entries. The title "Bibliography" should be centered at the
top of the page. The entries are listed alphabetically. As previously
mentioned, a common formatting style involves single-spacing within each
entry and double-spacing between entries, with a hanging indent for all lines
after the first line of each entry. This structure enhances readability and
helps distinguish individual citations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What 1is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in
Chicago style?

A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses
parenthetical citations in the text (author's last name and year) and a
reference list at the end. For most theses, the Notes-Bibliography system is
standard.

Q: How do I alphabetize entries when a source has no
author?

A: If a source lacks an author, you alphabetize the entry by the first
significant word of the title, ignoring articles such as "A," "An," and
"The."



Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for online
journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that
identifies a digital object, such as a journal article. It's important
because it provides a persistent link to the article, ensuring that readers
can access it even if the original URL changes.

Q: How do I format book titles and journal titles in
my bibliography?

A: In Chicago style, book titles are italicized. Journal titles are also
italicized. Article titles within a journal are enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: What is a hanging indent, and how is it applied
to bibliography entries?

A: A hanging indent means that the first line of each bibliography entry is
flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are
indented. This formatting helps distinguish individual entries and improves
readability.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for
all books?

A: Yes, in the Notes-Bibliography system, the place of publication,
publisher, and year are generally required for books. If multiple publication
locations are listed, the first one provided is typically used.

Q: How should I cite a source that I accessed
through a paywalled database like JSTOR or ProQuest?

A: For sources accessed through academic databases, you typically include the
database name and, if available, the accession number or URL. The core
citation information for the source itself (author, title, publication
details) remains the same.
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