
chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for a research paper

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for a research paper are a
crucial component of academic integrity and scholarly communication, ensuring
that all sources consulted are properly acknowledged. Navigating the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be challenging,
particularly when it comes to formatting bibliographies accurately. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process, providing clear and detailed
examples for various source types commonly found in research papers. We will
explore the fundamental principles of CMOS bibliography construction, the
specific formatting requirements for books, journal articles, websites, and
other digital resources, and offer practical tips for ensuring consistency
and correctness. Understanding these elements is vital for any student or
researcher aiming to adhere to scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Basics of a Chicago Style
Bibliography

The bibliography, often labeled "Works Cited" or "Bibliography" at the end of
a research paper, serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources you have
consulted and referenced within your work. The Chicago Manual of Style, a
widely respected citation style, emphasizes clarity and consistency in
presenting these sources. Unlike the author-date system sometimes used in
other disciplines, the most common Chicago style for humanities and many
social sciences is the notes-bibliography system. In this system, the
bibliography provides full publication details for each source, allowing
readers to locate and verify the information presented in your paper.

Key to any Chicago style bibliography is the precise order and formatting of
elements within each entry. While variations exist depending on the source
type, a general pattern often prevails: author, title, publication
information, and for articles or specific chapters, the title of the larger
work and pagination. The goal is to provide enough information for someone
else to find the exact source you used. Pay close attention to punctuation,
capitalization, and the use of italics or quotation marks, as these details
are critical for adherence to CMOS guidelines. The bibliography is
alphabetized by the author's last name, or by the title if no author is
listed.

Formatting Books in a Chicago Style



Bibliography

Books are fundamental sources in most research papers, and their accurate
citation in a Chicago style bibliography is paramount. The core elements for
a book citation include the author's name, the full title of the book
(italicized), and the place of publication, publisher, and year of
publication. The specific order and punctuation are crucial for correctness.

Single-Author Books

For a book written by a single author, the entry typically begins with the
author's last name, followed by a comma and their first name. The title is
then presented in italics, followed by the publication details. For instance,
if you cited a book by Jane Doe titled "The History of Art," the entry would
look something like this:

Doe, Jane. The History of Art. New York: Art Publishers, 2020.

Books with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all authors' names are included. The
first author's name is inverted (last name, first name), but subsequent
authors are listed in normal order (first name, last name). If there are more
than three authors, it is common practice in Chicago style to list only the
first author followed by "et al." in the bibliography, though the notes might
list all authors. However, for comprehensive bibliographies, listing all
authors is also acceptable. A common convention is to list all authors in the
bibliography if space allows or is preferred.

Smith, John, and Emily Carter. Modern Literature Trends. London: Literature
Press, 2019.

Adams, Robert, Sarah Lee, and David Kim. Urban Planning Theories. Chicago:
Cityscape Books, 2021.

Edited Books

For edited volumes, the editor's name(s) replaces the author's name, and
their role as editor is indicated by "ed." or "eds." after their name. The
title of the book remains italicized.

Johnson, Michael, ed. Essays on Environmental Policy. Boston: Greenleaf
Publications, 2018.

Chapters in an Edited Book

When citing a specific chapter or essay within an edited collection, you must
include the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter (in quotation
marks), and then the editor(s) of the book, the title of the book
(italicized), and the relevant page numbers for the chapter.



Williams, Olivia. "The Impact of Technology on Society." In Contemporary
Social Issues, edited by Paul Green, 45-67. Seattle: Insight Publishing,
2022.

Citing Journal Articles and Periodicals

Journal articles are another prevalent source type in research. The Chicago
Manual of Style requires specific formatting to clearly identify the article
and the journal it appeared in. This includes the author, article title,
journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page range.

Journal Articles with One Author

The format for a journal article closely resembles that of a chapter in an
edited book, but with the journal title in italics and the article title in
quotation marks. The volume and issue numbers are important identifiers.

Brown, David. "The Psychology of Decision Making." Journal of Cognitive
Science 15, no. 2 (2023): 112-135.

Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

Similar to books, if a journal article has multiple authors, all names are
listed for two or three authors. For more than three authors, the convention
is to list the first author followed by "et al." or to list all authors,
depending on the preference for the bibliography. CMOS generally prefers
listing all authors in the bibliography if possible.

Chen, Li, and Ben Zhou. "Renewable Energy Technologies and Their Future."
International Journal of Energy Studies 20, no. 4 (2022): 301-325.

Articles from Magazines or Newspapers

While often less formal than academic journals, articles from magazines and
newspapers can also be valuable. The format is similar, but the publication
date is often more specific (including the month and day for magazines and
newspapers), and the title of the magazine or newspaper is italicized.

Miller, Susan. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Time, October 26,
2023.

Davis, John. "Local Elections and Their Impact." The Daily Chronicle,
November 5, 2023.

Referencing Websites and Online Sources

The digital landscape has revolutionized research, and Chicago style provides
guidelines for citing online materials, including websites, online articles,



and databases. Accuracy and accessibility are key considerations.

General Websites

When citing an entire website, the entry typically includes the author (if
known, otherwise the organization), the title of the website (italicized),
and the URL. The date of access is also important, as web content can change.

National Museum of History. Explore American Artifacts. Accessed November 10,
2023. https://www.nationalhistorymuseum.org/artifacts.

Online Articles from Journals or Magazines

If you accessed a journal or magazine article online, you include the
publication details as you would for a print version, but also add the URL
and the date of access. If the article is only available online, it is
crucial to include the URL.

Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Cities."
Environmental Science Today, July 15, 2023.
https://www.envsciencetoday.com/climateimpact.

Online Books or E-books

For an e-book that is available online, you would typically include the
author, title, and publication information, followed by the URL or DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) if available. The date of access is also
recommended.

White, Elizabeth. Digital Humanities: An Introduction. E-book. University of
Chicago Press, 2021.
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/ebook/9780226794699.html. Accessed
November 10, 2023.

Citing Other Common Source Types

Beyond books and articles, research papers often draw upon a variety of other
sources, each with its own specific formatting requirements within the
Chicago style bibliography.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing a dissertation or thesis requires identifying the author, the title of
the work (italicized), and its nature (e.g., PhD dissertation, Master's
thesis), the institution that granted the degree, and the year of completion.
If it's published or accessible online, include that information.

Thompson, William. "The Economics of Small Businesses." PhD diss., Harvard
University, 2022.



Conference Papers and Proceedings

For papers presented at conferences, include the author, the title of the
paper (in quotation marks), the name of the conference, the location and date
of the conference, and if published, the title of the proceedings
(italicized) and the publisher.

Lee, Jin. "Advances in Machine Learning Algorithms." Paper presented at the
International Conference on Artificial Intelligence, Seoul, South Korea,
August 10-12, 2023. In Proceedings of the International Conference on
Artificial Intelligence, 55-62. Seoul: AI Society, 2023.

Government Documents

Government documents can be cited by the issuing agency, the title of the
document (italicized), and publication details. The specific format can vary
significantly based on the type of document and the issuing body.

United States. Department of Commerce. Statistical Abstract of the United
States: 2020. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2020.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style
Bibliographies

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations
within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date
system, more common in sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical
author-date citations in the text and a "References" list at the end. For a
research paper in the humanities, the notes-bibliography system is generally
preferred.

Q: How do I alphabetize entries in a Chicago style
bibliography when there are multiple works by the
same author?
A: When listing multiple works by the same author, alphabetize them by the
title of the work, ignoring any initial articles (a, an, the). If one of the
works is the author's own book and another is an edited collection, or if the
titles are identical, you would then alphabetize by the year of publication,
placing the earlier publication first.

Q: What is the significance of the date of access for



online sources in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: The date of access is crucial for online sources because web content can
be dynamic and change frequently or even disappear. Including the date you
accessed the information helps readers understand when the source was current
and provides a point of reference if the link becomes broken or the content
is updated.

Q: When should I use "et al." in my Chicago style
bibliography, and when should I list all authors?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends listing all authors for
works with up to three authors in both notes and the bibliography. For works
with four or more authors, it is acceptable to list the first author followed
by "et al." in the notes, but the bibliography should ideally list all
authors if space and clarity permit. Some instructors or publications may
have specific preferences.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a chapter
in an edited book if the book has no editor listed?
A: If an edited book has no listed editor, and you are citing a chapter
within it, you will generally omit the editor information. The entry would
start with the chapter author, followed by the chapter title in quotation
marks, then the italicized book title, publication details, and page numbers
for the chapter.

Q: What is a DOI, and when should I include it in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for
an electronic document. If a journal article, e-book, or other online
resource has a DOI, it is highly recommended to include it in your
bibliography entry instead of, or in addition to, a URL. DOIs are more stable
than URLs and ensure readers can reliably locate the source.
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