chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for a journal

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for a journal citations can seem
daunting, but mastering them is crucial for academic and professional writing. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of creating accurate Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) bibliography entries specifically for journal articles. We will explore the
fundamental components of a journal citation, address common variations, and provide
clear, step-by-step examples to ensure your bibliography is both compliant and impeccably
presented. Understanding the nuances of CMOS for journal sources will enhance the
credibility and clarity of your research. This article aims to demystify the process, offering
practical advice and illustrating best practices for various journal article scenarios,
ultimately empowering you to cite with confidence.
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Understanding the Core Components of a Journal Citation

Understanding the Core Components of a Journal
Citation

A well-constructed Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry for a journal article serves
as a roadmap for your reader, allowing them to locate the exact source you consulted. At
its heart, a standard citation comprises several key pieces of information that, when
arranged correctly, provide a complete and unambiguous reference. These essential
elements work together to identify the author, the specific article, the publication in which
it appeared, and its location within that publication. Adhering to the specific order and
punctuation dictated by CMOS is paramount for consistency and clarity.

The core components typically include the author's name(s), the title of the article, the
title of the journal, the volume and issue numbers, the publication date, and the page
range. In the digital age, a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or a stable URL is also often



included to provide direct access to the online version of the article. Each of these
elements plays a vital role in ensuring that anyone seeking to verify or build upon your
research can do so efficiently. Precision in detail prevents confusion and upholds academic
integrity.

Basic Chicago Style Bibliography Example for a
Journal Article

The foundational structure for citing a journal article in the Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography is designed for clarity and ease of use. This standard format ensures that
readers can quickly identify the essential details of the source. While variations exist
depending on the specific publication and its accessibility (print vs. online), the core
pattern remains consistent.

The most common format begins with the author's last name, followed by a comma, and
then their first name. Next comes the title of the article, enclosed in quotation marks.
Following the article title, you will find the title of the journal, italicized. This is then
followed by the volume number, issue number, the publication date (often in parentheses),
and finally, the page range of the article. This systematic arrangement is the bedrock of
accurate journal citation under CMOS.

Author Names in CMOS Bibliography Entries

The way author names are presented in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography is crucial
for maintaining order and clarity. For the primary author of a journal article, their name is
listed in reverse order: last name, followed by a comma, and then the first name. This
inversion is a hallmark of Chicago style bibliographies, distinguishing them from other
citation formats.

If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted as usual, but subsequent
authors are listed in their standard first name, last name order. The use of "and" precedes
the final author's name in a series. For instance, if an article has three authors, it would
appear as: Author, Firstname, and Secondname Author, and Thirdname Author.

Title of the Journal Article

The title of the specific journal article is always enclosed in quotation marks in a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography entry. This convention clearly distinguishes the article's title
from the title of the journal in which it is published. The capitalization within the article
title should follow the rules of "headline style," where major words are capitalized, and
minor words (articles, prepositions, conjunctions) are lowercase unless they begin or end
the title. This ensures consistency and readability.



The Journal Title

In contrast to the article title, the title of the journal itself is presented in italics. This
formatting choice is significant as it visually separates the container (the journal) from its
contents (the article). The journal title should be presented in full, as it appears on the
publication's masthead. Again, headline style capitalization is generally applied to the
journal title.

Volume and Issue Numbers

Following the journal title, the volume number is typically provided, often preceded by the
abbreviation "vol." (though some styles omit this abbreviation). Immediately after the
volume number, the issue number is indicated, usually preceded by the abbreviation "no."
The exact punctuation and inclusion of abbreviations can sometimes vary slightly
depending on specific editorial preferences or the edition of CMOS being followed, but the
presence of both volume and issue numbers is essential for precise identification.

Publication Date

The publication date of the journal article is usually presented in parentheses. The format
of the date depends on the journal's publication schedule. For monthly or quarterly
journals, the month and year are often included. For weekly journals, the full date may be
used. For example, a quarterly journal might show (Spring 2023), while a monthly one
might display (May 2023). This detail helps pinpoint when the article was made available.

Page Numbers

The page range of the article is crucial for readers to locate the content within the journal.
It is indicated by the starting page number, followed by a hyphen, and then the ending
page number. If the article spans across non-contiguous pages, a comma is used to
separate the page ranges. For example, pages 45-62 would be written as 45-62. If an
article is published online without fixed page numbers, the DOI or URL becomes even
more critical.

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) and URLs

In the contemporary scholarly landscape, DOIs and URLs are indispensable for accessing
online journal articles. A DOI is a persistent identifier that ensures a link to the article
remains valid even if the journal's website changes. When available, the DOI should be
presented as a hyperlink, typically preceded by "doi:". For articles accessed online without
a DOI but with a stable URL, the URL should be included. It's good practice to provide the



URL of the article's landing page on the journal's website.

Variations and Special Cases in Journal Citations

While the basic format for citing journal articles in the Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography is straightforward, numerous variations and special cases can arise. These
often depend on the number of authors, whether the article is published online or in print,
and the specific publication practices of the journal itself. Familiarity with these nuances
is key to producing accurate and professional citations.

Understanding how to handle these exceptions ensures that your bibliography is not only
compliant with CMOS but also provides the clearest possible path for your readers to
access the sources you have used. From articles with many authors to those published
without a clear author, each scenario requires a specific approach to maintain consistency
and academic rigor.

Articles in Special Issues or Sections

When an article is part of a special issue of a journal, or appears in a distinct section like a
book review or commentary, the citation needs to reflect this. The title of the special issue
or section is typically noted after the article title and before the journal title, often
introduced by phrases like "in" or "special issue on." This provides important context
about the article's placement and thematic focus within the journal.

Articles with Multiple Authors

The Chicago Manual of Style has specific guidelines for handling articles with more than
two authors. For two authors, both names are listed, with the first inverted. For three to
ten authors, all names are listed in the bibliography, with the first inverted and
subsequent names in normal order, connected by "and" before the last author. For more
than ten authors, the bibliography lists the first seven authors followed by "et al." This
approach streamlines the citation while still crediting the primary contributors.

Anonymous or Unattributed Articles

In cases where a journal article has no listed author, the citation begins with the title of
the article. The rest of the citation follows the standard pattern, including the journal title,
volume, issue, date, and page numbers. This ensures that the article is still identifiable
and can be found by readers, even without an author's name to anchor the entry.



Cited Work Not Yet Published or Online First

For journal articles that have been accepted for publication but not yet officially issued
with volume and page numbers, or those published online before their print counterparts,
specific formatting is applied. Articles "online first" are cited using their DOI and any
available online page numbers or indicators. For works "in press," the citation will indicate
this status, along with anticipated publication details if known, allowing readers to
anticipate its availability.

Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples
for a Journal

To solidify your understanding, let's look at some concrete examples of Chicago Manual of
Style bibliography entries for journal articles. These examples cover various common
scenarios, illustrating the principles discussed. Pay close attention to the punctuation,
capitalization, and order of elements.

Example 1: Standard Print Journal Article

Smith, John. "The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Modern Society." Journal of Digital
Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2022): 112-30.

Example 2: Online Journal Article with DOI

Garcia, Maria, and David Lee. "Renewable Energy Trends in Urban Environments."
Environmental Science Quarterly 38, no. 1 (2023). doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.987654.

Example 3: Journal Article with Three Authors

Chen, Li, Aisha Khan, and Robert Miller. "Behavioral Economics and Consumer Choice.
Quarterly Journal of Psychology 15, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 201-22.

Example 4: Journal Article with More Than Ten Authors
(Bibliography)

Nguyen, An, et al. "A Comprehensive Analysis of Climate Change Impacts on Coastal
Ecosystems." Global Environmental Research 42, no. 4 (December 2022): 455-78.



Example 5: Article from a Special Issue

Patel, Priya. "The Ethics of Gene Editing." In Bioethics in the 21st Century: A Special
Issue, edited by Samuel Green, 67-85. Journal of Medical Ethics 30, no. 1 (2023).

Example 6: Article Published Online First

Williams, Emily. "The Future of Remote Work." Business Innovation Review (April 15,
2023). https://doi.org/10.1108/BIR.2023.004567.

Example 7: Anonymous Article

"The Rise of the Gig Economy." Sociology Today 18, no. 4 (Winter 2022): 300-315.

Example 8: Article with No Specific Issue Number

Kim, Ji-hoon. "Cross-Cultural Communication Barriers." International Relations Journal
vol. 10 (2023): 88-105.

Example 9: Article with Volume and Issue in
Parentheses

Johnson, Sarah. "The Psychological Effects of Social Media." Applied Psychology Review
(vol. 7, no. 2) (2023): 150-168.

Example 10: Article with "Online First" and a URL (No
DOI)

Lee, David. "Urban Planning Strategies for Sustainable Cities." City Development Journal
(March 2023). https://www.citydevjournal.com/articles/urbanplanning.

Navigating Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography
for Journals



Successfully navigating the Chicago Manual of Style bibliography for journal articles
involves a commitment to detail and a clear understanding of its established conventions.
By meticulously following the guidelines for author names, article and journal titles,
publication details, and access information, writers can create bibliographies that are both
accurate and professional. The examples provided serve as practical tools to illustrate
these principles in action, covering a range of common and less common citation
scenarios.

Remember that consistency is key; once you establish a pattern for handling specific types
of sources, maintain it throughout your bibliography. When in doubt, consulting the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style itself or reliable academic writing resources is
always the best course of action. Mastering journal citation is an investment in the clarity
and credibility of your scholarly work.

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
journal article and a book in a Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography?

A: The primary difference lies in how the publication's title is presented and the inclusion
of volume and issue numbers. Journal articles have their titles enclosed in quotation
marks, while the journal title is italicized, and specific volume and issue numbers are
provided. Books, on the other hand, have their entire titles italicized, and they do not
typically include issue numbers.

Q: How do I format the author's name for a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography if there are three authors?

A: For three authors in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography, you list the first author's
name in reverse order (Last Name, First Name), followed by the word "and," and then the
subsequent authors' names in normal order (First Name Last Name). For example: Smith,
John, Aisha Khan, and David Lee.

Q: What should I do if a journal article has no listed
author for a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: If a journal article has no listed author, you begin the bibliography entry with the title
of the article itself. The rest of the citation follows the standard format, including the
journal title, volume, issue, publication date, and page numbers.



Q: Is it always necessary to include a DOI or URL in a
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry for a journal
article?

A: It is highly recommended to include a DOI or URL for journal articles accessed online. A
DOI is preferred as it is a persistent identifier. If a DOI is not available but a stable URL
exists, you should include that. This helps readers locate the exact version of the article
you consulted.

Q: How do I cite an article that has been published
online before its print version appears in a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography?

A: For articles published "online first," you would typically include the publication date as
it appears online (e.g., the specific date it was posted), followed by the DOI or the URL.
You might also note "Advance online publication" or similar phrasing if it's common
practice for that journal or field.

Q: What is the correct way to cite the journal title in a
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: The journal title in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography should always be italicized
and presented in headline style capitalization (major words capitalized, minor words
lowercase unless at the beginning or end of the title).

Q: When should I use "et al.” in a Chicago Manual of
Style bibliography entry for a journal article?

A: You use "et al." in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry for journal articles
when there are more than ten authors. In this case, you list the first seven authors,
followed by "et al." and then the rest of the citation details.

Q: How do I indicate page numbers for a journal article
that spans across multiple, non-contiguous pages in a
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: If a journal article spans across multiple, non-contiguous pages, you list the first page
number followed by a comma and then the range of subsequent pages. For example: 45,
52-55. However, most commonly, a single range is used like 45-62.



Q: What are the key formatting differences for the
article title versus the journal title in a Chicago Manual
of Style bibliography?

A: The article title in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography is always enclosed in
quotation marks, while the journal title is always italicized. This visual distinction helps
readers quickly differentiate between the specific work and the publication in which it
appears.
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