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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for a Film

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for a film are crucial for academic
papers, film analysis essays, and any scholarly work that references cinematic productions.
Properly formatting these citations ensures academic integrity, allows readers to locate
your sources, and demonstrates a thorough understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOQOS). This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of citing films, including
feature films, documentaries, short films, and even specific scenes, adhering strictly to
CMOS guidelines. We will explore how to handle various elements such as directors,
producers, actors, screenwriters, production companies, and release dates, providing clear,
actionable examples. Understanding these nuances is key to creating a polished and
professional bibliography that meets academic standards.
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Understanding Core Principles for Film Citations

When constructing your bibliography in the Chicago Manual of Style, the overarching goal is
clarity and consistency. For films, this means providing enough information for a reader to



identify and locate the specific work you are referencing. Unlike books or articles, films are
collaborative efforts with numerous contributors and often exist in various versions or
releases. Therefore, CMOS provides specific guidelines to navigate these complexities. The
key is to prioritize the most relevant information for your specific analysis while adhering to
the established citation patterns.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes a "note and bibliography" system, though it also
offers a "author-date" system. For a bibliography, the focus is on presenting a complete list
of all sources consulted. When citing a film, the entry should generally include the title,
director, and production company, along with the year of release. The specific order and
inclusion of other elements, like actors or writers, can vary depending on what aspects of
the film are most pertinent to your research and the edition of CMOS you are following
(typically the 17th edition for current academic work).

Citing Feature Films in Your Bibliography

Feature films, the most common form of cinematic reference, have a well-established
citation format within the Chicago Manual of Style. This format aims to capture the
essential information for identification and retrieval. It's important to note that while the
core structure remains consistent, slight variations might arise based on the edition of
CMOS or specific journal requirements.

Standard Feature Film Citation Format

The standard format for a feature film in a Chicago-style bibliography typically begins with
the film’s title in italics. This is followed by the director, often introduced with "directed by."
Production company information, usually enclosed in parentheses, and the year of release
are also crucial components. If you are referencing a specific screening or version (e.g., a
particular DVD release or streaming platform), that information may also be included.

Key Components of a Feature Film Entry

e Title: The full title of the film, italicized.
e Director: The name of the primary director, preceded by "directed by."

* Production Company: The name(s) of the company or companies that produced the
film, often enclosed in parentheses.

* Year of Release: The year the film was originally released.

e Distributor/Platform (Optional but Recommended): For clarity, especially with
modern media, including the distributor or streaming service can be helpful.



e Medium (Optional): Specifying if it's a DVD, Blu-ray, or streaming version can be
relevant.

Examples of Feature Film Citations

Here are a few examples to illustrate the standard practice for citing feature films:

e Citizen Kane. Directed by Orson Welles. Produced by Mercury Theatre. 1941.
e Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. Produced by Barunson E&A. 2019.

e The Godfather. Directed by Francis Ford Coppola. Produced by Paramount Pictures.
1972.

e Moonlight. Directed by Barry Jenkins. Produced by Plan B Entertainment. 2016.

Documentaries and Their Citation Styles

Documentaries, while a type of film, often require specific attention in citations due to their
unique production and informational context. They might focus on specific subjects,
individuals, or historical events, making the filmmaker's approach and the source material
particularly important.

Documentary Citation Structure

The citation structure for a documentary closely mirrors that of a feature film, with the title
italicized and director information included. However, given the nature of documentaries, it
may be beneficial to include the subject matter or key individuals featured if they are
central to your argument, though this is not a strict CMOS requirement for the bibliography
itself but might be for in-text citations or specific notes.

Distinguishing Documentaries from Feature Films

The primary distinction lies in the film's content and purpose: feature films are typically
narrative fiction, while documentaries aim to present factual accounts, explore real-life
subjects, or document events. In citation, this distinction usually doesn't alter the core
formatting but influences the importance of certain details you might choose to include in
your notes or analysis.



Documentary Citation Example

A typical citation for a documentary might look like this:

* RBG. Directed by Julie Cohen and Betsy West. Produced by CNN Films. 2018.

Citing Short Films and Experimental Cinema

Short films and experimental cinema often present unique challenges for citation due to
their varied distribution methods and less standardized production contexts compared to
major feature films. The key is to provide enough detail for clear identification.

Unique Considerations for Short Films

Short films are rarely distributed as standalone entities in the same way as features. They
might appear in anthologies, film festivals, online platforms, or as accompanying material
on DVD/Blu-ray releases. Your citation should reflect the context in which you viewed the
short film.

Short Film Citation Format

The format for a short film follows the general pattern: italicized title, director, production
information, and year. If the short film is part of a larger collection, you would cite the
collection and then specify the short film within it, similar to citing a chapter in an edited
book.

Short Film Example
Here's an example of how to cite a short film:

e La Jetée. Directed by Chris Marker. Produced by Argos Films. 1962.

If viewed as part of a collection, it might be listed under the collection's title, with the short
film specified in a note or within the collection's bibliographic entry itself, depending on the
overall structure of your bibliography.



Referencing Specific Film Elements

Sometimes, your analysis may focus on a particular scene, dialogue, or visual element
within a film, rather than the entire work. CMOS provides guidance on how to reference
these granular details, often within your notes rather than the main bibliography, but
understanding the principles is key.

Citing Individual Scenes or Segments

When referencing a specific scene, the general approach is to cite the entire film and then
indicate the scene or timestamp in your note or in-text citation. For a bibliography, you
would still list the full film. However, if a specific scene is the sole focus and is
independently released or identifiable, it might be treated more like a short film.

Referencing Dialogue or Specific Shots

Direct quotations from dialogue or descriptions of specific shots are typically handled
through in-text citations or footnotes/endnotes, referencing the full film citation and
including the timestamp. The bibliography will list the full film, acting as the anchor for all
specific references to its content.

Citing Film Stills and Visual Materials

If you are using film stills or other visual materials from a film, your citation in the
bibliography will still focus on the film itself. However, your notes should clearly indicate the
source of the still (e.g., "Image courtesy of [Distributor/Archive]"). If the still is from a
published collection of images, that collection would be cited as a book or other appropriate
source.

Handling Variations and Special Cases

The world of filmmaking is diverse, and so are the ways films are produced and credited.
The Chicago Manual of Style offers flexibility to accommodate these variations.

Films with Multiple Directors or Writers

When a film has multiple directors or writers credited, list them all in the order they appear
on the film's credits. Use "and" before the last name. For example:



e Zodiac. Directed by David Fincher and James Vanderbilt. Produced by Paramount
Pictures. 2007.

The same principle applies to screenwriters or other key creative roles if you choose to
include them.

Uncredited Contributions

If a significant contributor is uncredited, and this fact is central to your analysis, you might
note this in your in-text citation or endnote. However, the bibliography entry would typically
reflect the credited information. CMOS discourages speculation about uncredited work in
formal citations unless it's a well-documented historical point.

Archival and Older Films

For very old films, or those accessed through archives, additional information such as the
archive's name, collection number, or restoration details might be relevant and can be
included, often within parentheses after the primary production details. Always aim for the
most complete identification possible.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Film Bibliographies

Ensuring accuracy in film citations involves being aware of common mistakes. One frequent
error is omitting crucial details like the production company or year, which hinders source
identification. Another pitfall is inconsistent formatting, such as varying the capitalization of
"directed by" or the placement of parentheses.

Confusing the release year with a copyright year or a specific home video release date can
also lead to inaccuracies. Furthermore, failing to italicize film titles is a recurring oversight.
Always double-check your entries against the specific guidelines of the edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style you are using, and if available, consult your instructor or editor for
any specific departmental or journal requirements.

The Importance of Consistency in Film Citations

Ultimately, the most critical aspect of any bibliography, including those featuring film
examples, is consistency. Whichever format you choose to employ for a particular element
(e.g., whether to include actors, specific distributors), maintain that format throughout your



entire bibliography. This uniformity not only adheres to CMOS principles but also enhances
the professionalism and readability of your work. A consistent bibliography demonstrates
meticulous attention to detail and strengthens the credibility of your research by making all
sources equally accessible and clearly presented.

FAQ

Q: How do | cite a film that | watched on a streaming
service like Netflix or Hulu?

A: When citing a film viewed on a streaming service, you should include the service's hame
and, if available, the specific URL or access date. The format typically looks like this: Film
Title. Directed by Director's Name. Production Company, Year. Streamed by Streaming
Service Name.

Q: What if a film has multiple directors or writers? How
do I list them in the bibliography?

A: If a film has multiple directors or writers, list them in the order they appear in the credits.
Use "and" before the last name of the final credited individual. For example: Film Title.
Directed by Director One and Director Two. Production Company, Year.

Q: Should I include the main actors in my film
bibliography entry?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally prioritizes the director and production company
for film citations in the bibliography. Including main actors is typically not required unless
they are particularly central to your research argument and you feel it adds significant
clarity, or if your specific disciplinary guidelines call for it. If you do include them, they are
usually listed after the director.

Q: How do | cite a specific scene or segment from a film
in my bibliography?

A: In the bibliography, you will cite the entire film as usual. Specific scenes or segments are
then referenced in your in-text citations or footnotes/endnotes, typically with a timestamp
to pinpoint the exact moment. For example, a note might refer to the film Film Title and
then provide the timestamp for the scene in question.

Q: What if the film is a documentary? Does its citation



differ significantly from a feature film?

A: The citation format for documentaries is very similar to feature films. You will list the title
(italicized), director, production company, and year of release. The key difference is often in
the analytical focus; while the bibliographic entry remains consistent, your discussion
around the documentary might emphasize its factual basis or subject matter more
prominently.

Q: How do | cite an older film for which | can't find much
production information?

A: For older films where production details are scarce, provide as much information as you
can accurately ascertain. This might include the director, year, and any known production
studio or distributor. If accessing the film through an archive, mention the archive if
relevant to your source. The goal is to provide the best possible identifier.

Q: Is it acceptable to use the "author-date" system for
citing films in my bibliography?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style offers both a "note and bibliography" system and an
"author-date" system. If you are using the author-date system, your citations will be
formatted differently, typically including the director's last name and the year in
parentheses. However, for a bibliography, the note and bibliography system is more
common, listing full details. Always confirm which system your institution or publication
requires.

Q: What is the correct way to format the production
company in a film citation?

A: Production companies are typically listed after the director and year, often enclosed in
parentheses. If there are multiple production companies, list them separated by commas or
semicolons, depending on the complexity and CMOS edition guidelines. For example: Film
Title. Directed by Director's Name. Production Company One, Production Company Two,
Year.
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