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The Chicago Manual of Style Author-Date Journal Article Example: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style author date journal article example is a critical component
for academic and professional writers navigating the complexities of citation. This guide
provides an in-depth look at how to correctly format journal articles using the author-date
citation system, a popular alternative to the notes-bibliography system. We will explore the
fundamental principles, delve into specific formatting requirements for both in-text citations
and the reference list, and offer practical examples to ensure your scholarly work adheres
to the highest standards of academic integrity. Understanding these nuances is essential
for clear communication and avoiding plagiarism in your research papers and publications.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS) offers two primary systems for citation: notes-
bibliography and author-date. The author-date system, as its name suggests, places the
author's last name and the publication year directly within the text of the writing, with a
corresponding, more detailed entry in a reference list at the end of the document. This
method is often favored in the social sciences and natural sciences for its directness and
ease of reference, allowing readers to quickly identify the source of information without
needing to consult footnotes or endnotes.

The author-date system aims to provide a clear and efficient way for readers to locate the
full bibliographic information for any source cited within the text. Unlike the notes-
bibliography system, which uses numbered notes to refer to sources, the author-date
system relies on parenthetical citations that directly link to the full entry in the reference
list. This makes it particularly useful for longer works or for disciplines where frequent
citation is common, streamlining the process for both the writer and the reader.



Key Components of an Author-Date Citation

A complete author-date citation, whether in-text or in the reference list, fundamentally
relies on two crucial pieces of information: the author's name and the publication date. For
journal articles, this typically translates to the last name of the author(s) and the year the
article was published. These elements are the backbone of the system, providing the
primary identifiers for each source.

Beyond these core components, a full reference list entry for a journal article will also
include essential details such as the article title, the title of the journal, the volume and
issue numbers, and the page range. When available and relevant, information like DOls
(Digital Object Identifiers) or URLs should also be included to facilitate easier retrieval of the
article online. The precise order and formatting of these elements are governed by specific
rules within the Chicago Manual of Style.

Formatting In-Text Citations for Journal Articles

In-text citations in the author-date system are typically enclosed in parentheses and appear
within the sentence or at the end of a sentence, immediately before the punctuation mark.
The most basic form includes the author's last name and the year of publication, separated
by a comma. For instance, if citing a work by Smith published in 2021, the in-text citation
would appear as (Smith 2021).

When quoting directly from a source, it is also necessary to include the page number. This
is added after the year, preceded by a colon. For example, a direct quote might be cited as
(Smith 2021, 45). If citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, the works
are distinguished by adding lowercase letters (a, b, ¢, etc.) to the year, both in the in-text
citation and the reference list entry. For example, (Smith 2021a).

When the author's name is mentioned in the text, the year of publication can be placed in
parentheses immediately after the name. For instance, "According to Smith (2021), the
findings were significant." In this case, no additional parentheses are needed for the year. If
citing a work with two authors, both last names are included, connected by "and" (e.g.,
(Smith and Jones 2022)). For works with three or more authors, only the first author's last
name is listed, followed by "et al." (e.g., (Davis et al. 2023)).

Crafting the Reference List for Journal Articles

The reference list, appearing at the end of your document, provides the full bibliographic
details for every source cited in the text. Entries are alphabetized by the author's last
name. Each entry for a journal article follows a specific format to ensure clarity and
completeness. The general structure includes the author(s), the year of publication, the
article title, the journal title, the volume and issue numbers, and the page range.



The author's name is listed with the last name first, followed by the first name or initials.
For multiple authors, subsequent authors are listed in standard first-name-last-name order.
The year of publication is placed in parentheses immediately after the author's name. The
article title is presented in sentence case, meaning only the first word of the title, the first
word of a subtitle, and proper nouns are capitalized. The journal title is italicized and
presented in title case, with all significant words capitalized.

Following the journal title, the volume number is given, often followed by the issue number
in parentheses. The page range for the article is then provided. If a DOI is available, it
should be included at the end of the entry, formatted as a URL (e.qg.,
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2020.1831045). If no DOI is available and the article was
accessed online, a URL can be provided, along with the date of access if the content is
likely to change.

Detailed Examples of Chicago Manual of Style
Author-Date Journal Article Citations

To illustrate the principles discussed, let's examine a few concrete examples of how to cite
journal articles using the Chicago Manual of Style author-date system. These examples
cover common scenarios, including single authors, multiple authors, and the inclusion of
DOls.

Single Author Journal Article

For a journal article authored by a single individual:

e In-text citation: (Johnson 2020)
e Reference list entry: Johnson, Emily. 2020. "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent

Self-Esteem." Journal of Psychology and Social Sciences 15, no. 3: 215-230.
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0038921.

Two Authors Journal Article

When citing a journal article with two authors:

¢ |n-text citation: (Chen and Lee 2019)

e Reference list entry: Chen, Wei, and Sung-Hyun Lee. 2019. "Renewable Energy
Adoption in Developing Nations." International Journal of Energy Research 43, no. 10:
5401-5418.



Three or More Authors Journal Article

For articles with three or more authors:

¢ |n-text citation: (Rodriguez et al. 2021)

e Reference list entry: Rodriguez, Maria, David Kim, and Anya Sharma. 2021. "Urban
Planning and Sustainable Development." Urban Studies Review 22, no. 1: 55-72.

Journal Article with a DOI

Including a DOl is crucial for online accessibility:

¢ In-text citation: (Garcia 2022)
e Reference list entry: Garcia, Javier. 2022. "Climate Change Adaptation Strategies."

Environmental Science Journal 30, no. 4: 678-695.
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.abc1234.

Common Variations and Special Cases

While the standard format covers most situations, the Chicago Manual of Style author-date
system accounts for several variations and special cases to ensure comprehensive citation
accuracy. These can include citing works with no author, citing corporate authors, or
handling articles that have been published online ahead of print.

Works with No Author

If a journal article lacks an author, the citation typically begins with the title of the article,
which is then treated as the author for alphabetization purposes. The year follows the title.

¢ |n-text citation: ("The Future of Al" 2023)

e Reference list entry: "The Future of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare." 2023. Journal
of Medical Technology 18, no. 2: 112-128.



Corporate Authors

When an organization or institution is the author, its name is used in place of an individual's
name.

¢ In-text citation: (World Health Organization 2021)

e Reference list entry: World Health Organization. 2021. "Global Health Trends Report."
WHO Bulletin 99, no. 1: 1-50.

Articles Published Online Ahead of Print

For articles published online before their official print publication, the author-date system
allows for the inclusion of the online publication date if it differs from the print date or if the
print date is not yet established. The page numbers might not be available until print
publication.

¢ |n-text citation: (Lee 2024)

e Reference list entry: Lee, Sarah. 2024. "Digital Literacy in Education." Educational
Research Quarterly, published online January 15, 2024.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131881.2023.2298765.

Best Practices for Using the Author-Date System

Adhering to best practices ensures consistency and professionalism in your academic
writing when using the Chicago Manual of Style author-date system. Consistency is
paramount; once you choose a citation style, apply it uniformly throughout your document.
Double-check all details, including spelling, dates, volume, and page numbers, as even
minor errors can detract from the credibility of your work.

Utilize citation management software if you are working with a large number of sources.
These tools can help automate the formatting process and reduce the likelihood of errors.
Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or its online companion for
the most current guidelines, as citation standards can evolve. When in doubt, err on the
side of providing more information rather than less, especially when including DOIs or URLs
for easy source retrieval.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago
Manual of Style author-date system and the notes-
bibliography system?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations within the text (e.g., (Author Year)) that correspond to a reference
list at the end, while the notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes
in the text.

Q: How do | cite a journal article with no author using
the author-date system in Chicago?

A: If a journal article has no author, you start the reference list entry with the title of the
article. For in-text citations, you would use a shortened version of the title, enclosed in
quotation marks, followed by the year (e.g., ("Article Title" Year)).

Q: When do | need to include page numbers in author-
date in-text citations?

A: Page numbers are required for direct quotations. For paraphrased information or
summaries, only the author's name and the year are typically needed.

Q: What is a DOl and why is it important in Chicago
author-date citations for journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent string of characters used to
identify electronic documents. It's important because it provides a stable and reliable link to
the journal article, making it easier for readers to find the source, even if the original URL
changes.

Q: How do | format the journal title in the reference list
for Chicago author-date?

A: The journal title should be italicized and use title case, meaning all significant words are
capitalized (e.q., Journal of Applied Psychology).

Q: What is the rule for citing three or more authors in
the author-date system?

A: For works with three or more authors, you list only the first author's last name in the in-
text citation, followed by "et al." and the year (e.g., (Smith et al. 2023)). In the reference
list, all authors are typically listed, up to a certain number specified by the manual, or the
first author followed by "et al." if there are many authors.



Q: Can | use URLs instead of DOIs for journal articles?

A: Yes, if a DOI is not available, you can provide a URL. However, it's generally
recommended to include the date of access if the content might change over time. DOls
are preferred due to their permanence.

Q: How should | alphabetize entries in my reference list
when using the author-date system?

A: Entries in the reference list are alphabetized by the author's last name. If an entry has no
author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title.
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