chicago manual of style artwork citation
style

chicago manual of style artwork citation style provides a structured and comprehensive
approach to acknowledging the sources of visual materials in academic and scholarly works. Whether
you are referencing a painting, sculpture, photograph, digital image, or any other form of visual art,
understanding the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS) artwork citation is crucial for
academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism. This guide delves deep into the intricacies of citing
artwork, covering the essential elements required for both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.
We will explore the specific requirements for various types of visual media, the importance of access
dates for online images, and the distinctions between citing original artworks and reproductions.
Mastering the chicago manual of style artwork citation style ensures your work is credible and your
sources are properly attributed, enhancing the overall quality and professionalism of your research.
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Understanding the Basics of Artwork Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) emphasizes clarity and completeness when citing sources, and
this principle extends robustly to artwork. A properly formatted citation allows readers to locate the
original artwork or its reproduction with ease, thus verifying your research and giving due credit to
the creator. The core components of an artwork citation generally include the artist's name, the title
of the artwork, the date of creation, the medium, the dimensions (often optional but good practice),
and the location or source of the artwork.

The specific order and punctuation of these elements can vary slightly depending on whether the
citation appears in a footnote/endnote or in the bibliography. However, the fundamental information
required remains consistent. The goal is to provide enough detail so that someone else could find the
exact same image or object. Understanding these foundational elements is the first step toward
mastering the chicago manual of style artwork citation style.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Artwork



In the Chicago Manual of Style, footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for citing
sources within the text. When referencing artwork, these notes provide the initial, detailed citation.
The format can differ slightly based on whether the artwork is an original, a reproduction in a book, or
an online image.

Citing Original Artworks in Footnotes/Endnotes

For original artworks, such as those viewed in person at a gallery or museum, the footnote or endnote
should include the artist's name, the artwork’s title (italicized), the year of creation, the medium, and
the dimensions (optional). Crucially, it must also specify the institution where the artwork is housed
and its location within that institution, if applicable. For example:

Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. Dimensions
(optional). Name of Institution, City, State/Country.

This level of detail ensures that the reader knows precisely which artwork is being referenced and
where it can be found if they wish to see it themselves.

Citing Reproductions of Artwork in Footnotes/Endnotes

When citing a reproduction of artwork found within a book or journal article, the footnote/endnote will
include information about the reproduction itself. This typically starts with the artist, title, and date of
creation of the original artwork, followed by details of the publication where the reproduction is found.
This includes the author of the accompanying text (if different from the artist), the title of the book or
article (italicized), the publication details (publisher, year), and the specific page or plate number
where the artwork appears. An example would be:

Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. In Title of
Book/Article, by Author of Text, page number/plate number. Publisher, Year.

Citing Digital Images in Footnotes/Endnotes

Citing digital images, particularly those accessed online, requires a specific approach. The
footnote/endnote should include the artist, title, and date of creation of the artwork. This is followed
by the name of the website or online repository where the image is hosted, a description of the image
as it appears on the site (if necessary for clarity), and the URL. Most importantly, an access date is
essential for online sources, as digital content can change or disappear. The format often looks like
this:



Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. Accessed Month
Day, Year. URL.

For images from museum websites or digital archives, the name of the institution hosting the digital
image should also be included.

Bibliography Entries for Artwork

The bibliography, appearing at the end of a paper or book, provides a consolidated list of all sources
cited. While similar to footnotes/endnotes, bibliography entries for artwork often follow slightly
different formatting conventions, primarily in punctuation and the initial presentation of names. The
goal remains to provide a clear and complete reference for each artwork discussed.

Bibliography Format for Original Artworks

For original artworks, the bibliography entry typically begins with the artist's last name, followed by
their first name. Then comes the italicized title of the artwork, the year of creation, the medium, and
the location (institution and city). The primary distinction from footnotes is the inversion of the artist's
name and the use of periods to separate elements rather than commas in some instances. An
example:

Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. Name of Institution,
City.

Bibliography Format for Reproductions of Artwork

When citing a reproduction in a bibliography, the entry mirrors the footnote format but adheres to
bibliography conventions. It will start with the artist and original artwork details, followed by the
publication details. The author of the text accompanying the reproduction is listed conventionally, and
the page or plate number is included. The structure is designed for easy scanning and identification of
the source publication.

Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. In Title of Book/Article,
by Author of Text, page number/plate number. Publisher, Year.



Bibliography Format for Digital Images

Digital image citations in the bibliography maintain the essential elements of the footnote version but
with bibliography formatting. This includes the artist, title, date, medium, access date, and URL. The
artist's name is inverted, and punctuation follows standard bibliography practices. Ensuring all
necessary components are present is key to a successful chicago manual of style artwork citation
style bibliography.

Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. Accessed Month Day,
Year. URL.

Citing Different Types of Artwork

The Chicago Manual of Style recognizes that visual art encompasses a wide array of mediums and
forms. Therefore, the citation style adapts to accommodate these differences, ensuring that the
specific nature of the artwork is accurately represented and that the citation provides relevant
information for the reader's retrieval. This adaptability is a hallmark of the CMOS system.

Sculpture and Three-Dimensional Art

Citing sculptures and other three-dimensional works generally follows the same principles as citing
paintings. Key information includes the artist, title, date of creation, medium, and dimensions. The
location of the artwork (museum, gallery, private collection) is also critical. If dimensions are
significant for understanding the work, they should be included. The chicago manual of style artwork
citation style for sculpture prioritizes its physical presence and context.

Photography and Prints

For photographs and prints, the artist's name, title, date of creation, and medium (e.qg., gelatin silver
print, lithograph) are essential. If the print is a specific edition (e.g., "edition 3 of 50"), this information
should be included, as it affects the uniqueness and value of the work. The publisher or printer, if
known and relevant, can also be part of the citation, especially for historical prints. The origin of the
photograph or print is also crucial.

Performance Art and Ephemeral Works

Citing performance art and other ephemeral works presents unique challenges due to their transient
nature. Citations may focus on documentation such as video recordings, photographic stills, or written



descriptions of the performance. The artist, title of the performance, date and location of the
performance, and the form of documentation are all important. For recorded performances, the
creator of the recording and its format (e.qg., video file, transcript) are also necessary components of
the citation. The chicago manual of style artwork citation style strives to document even the most
fleeting artistic expressions.

Artwork in Collections and Galleries

When an artwork is part of a larger collection or displayed in a gallery, this context is vital for
accurate citation. The specific gallery or museum where the work is currently housed or permanently
resides becomes a key piece of information. This helps differentiate between the original creation and
its current custodianship.

Identifying the Current Location

It is essential to identify the most accurate and current location of the artwork. This usually means the
museum, university collection, or public institution where it is held in perpetuity. If the artwork is on
loan or temporarily exhibited, the original location should still be noted, along with the details of the
temporary exhibition. For private collections, if the owner permits citation, their name and location
are used, though this is less common in academic works due to privacy.

Institutional Provenance

Understanding the provenance, or history of ownership and exhibition, can sometimes be relevant,
especially in art historical research. While not always required in a standard CMOS citation, if the
provenance is particularly significant to the interpretation or study of the artwork, it might be
discussed in the text and referenced in a note. The basic citation, however, focuses on the current
repository.

Digital Images and Online Artwork

The proliferation of digital art and online repositories has significantly impacted how artwork is
accessed and cited. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines to ensure that these digital
sources are treated with the same rigor as physical ones, acknowledging the dynamic nature of the
internet.

Accessing Art Online

Many artworks are now accessible through museum websites, online art databases, and digital



archives. When citing these, the primary goal is to provide a direct link that is likely to remain stable.
As mentioned earlier, the inclusion of an access date is paramount because web pages can be
updated or removed without notice. This allows readers to revisit the source at a specific point in
time.

Website Specifics

If the digital image is from a specific museum's website, the citation should name the museum. If it's
from a broader online collection or database, the name of that database should be used. For instance,
if you found an image on the Metropolitan Museum of Art's website, that would be part of your
citation. The chicago manual of style artwork citation style for online materials prioritizes
discoverability.

Artwork in Exhibition Catalogs

Exhibition catalogs are crucial resources for art historians and researchers. They often contain high-
quality reproductions of artworks, along with scholarly essays and detailed entries about each piece.
Citing artwork from an exhibition catalog requires careful attention to both the artwork itself and the
publication.

Treating Catalogs as Books

An exhibition catalog is generally treated as a book for citation purposes. The citation would include
the artist, title, and date of the original artwork. This is followed by the title of the exhibition catalog
(italicized), the name of the curator or editor (if applicable), the exhibition venue and dates, the
publisher, and the year of publication. The specific page number or plate number where the artwork
appears is also essential.

Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Year of creation. Medium. In Exhibition Catalog
Title, edited by Curator Name, page number or plate number. Exhibition Venue, Dates of
Exhibition. Publisher, Year.

This comprehensive approach ensures that both the artwork and the scholarly apparatus surrounding
its exhibition are properly acknowledged.

Original Artworks vs. Reproductions

A fundamental distinction in citing artwork lies between referencing an original, physical artwork and
referencing a reproduction of that artwork found in a book, journal, or online. The former allows for



direct engagement with the object, while the latter relies on a mediated representation.

Directly Viewing the Original

When your research involves directly viewing and analyzing an original artwork (e.g., at a museum),
your citation should reflect this. You would cite the artwork as an object within its institutional
context. Your notes and bibliography would focus on the artist, title, date, medium, and the physical
location of the artwork. This signifies that your observations are based on direct encounter.

Citing a Visual Reproduction

Conversely, if your analysis or reference is based on a photographic reproduction, your citation must
acknowledge the source of that reproduction. This means including the publication details (book title,
journal, website) and the specific page or URL where the image is found. The chicago manual of style
artwork citation style ensures that readers understand whether you are engaging with the original or
a representation.

The Importance of Accuracy in CMOS Artwork Citation

Accuracy in citing artwork, as with any source, is paramount for academic integrity. Inaccurate
citations can mislead readers, obscure sources, and undermine the credibility of your research. The
detailed nature of CMOS artwork citation helps prevent such issues.

Verifying Details

It is crucial to double-check every detail in your citation: the spelling of the artist's name, the exact
title of the artwork, the year of creation, the medium, and the location. For reproductions, verify the
publisher, publication year, and page numbers. For online sources, confirm the URL and access date.

Consistency in Formatting

Adhering strictly to the formatting guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style, including punctuation
and capitalization, is also essential for accuracy and professionalism. Inconsistent formatting can
detract from the clarity and readability of your work. Consistent application of the chicago manual of
style artwork citation style builds trust with your audience.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid

While the guidelines for citing artwork in CMOS are comprehensive, certain common mistakes can
arise. Awareness of these pitfalls can help researchers produce more accurate and polished citations.

Neglecting Essential Information

A frequent error is omitting key pieces of information, such as the artist's name, the artwork's title, or
the source of a reproduction. Even seemingly minor details can be crucial for retrieval. Always review
your citations against the CMOS guidelines to ensure all necessary components are present.

Incorrectly Formatting Names and Titles

Inconsistent formatting of artist names (e.qg., failing to invert last names in bibliographies) or artwork
titles (e.g., not italicizing) is a common oversight. Pay close attention to the specific rules for these
elements in both notes and bibliographies.

Inadequate Online Citations

For digital images, failing to include an access date or an incorrect URL are significant errors that
render the citation useless over time. Always check that your links work and that the access date is
current.

Confusing Original Artworks with Reproductions

Not clearly distinguishing between citing an original artwork and a reproduction in a publication can
lead to confusion about the basis of your analysis. Ensure your citation accurately reflects how you
encountered the artwork. Following the chicago manual of style artwork citation style diligently helps
avoid these common issues.

FAQ

Q: What is the most critical element to include when citing an
artwork in a Chicago-style footnote?

A: The most critical elements for a Chicago-style footnote citation of an artwork are the artist's name,
the artwork's title (italicized), the year of creation, and its location (museum, gallery, or specific



publication where it is reproduced).

Q: How does the citation for a digital image of artwork differ
from a print reproduction in a book?

A: The primary difference is the inclusion of an access date and a URL for digital images. Print
reproductions require citation of the book's title, publisher, and page number.

Q: Should | include the dimensions of an artwork in my
citation?

A: Including dimensions is often optional but recommended, especially if they are significant to the
artwork's impact or interpretation. It is more commonly included for original artworks than for
reproductions.

Q: What if | cannot find the exact year the artwork was
created?

A: If the exact year is unknown, use "n.d." (no date) in place of the year. However, try to find the most
accurate approximation or the period of creation if possible.

Q: How do I cite an artwork that is part of a larger exhibition
catalog?

A: You would cite it as you would a reproduction in a book, including the artist, title, and date of the
artwork, followed by the exhibition catalog's title (italicized), editor, publication details, and the
specific page number or plate number.

Q: What is the purpose of an "access date" for online artwork
citations in CMOS?

A: The access date is crucial for online sources because web content can change or disappear. It tells
the reader the specific date on which you viewed the online material, allowing them to understand
your reference point.

Q: Do | need to cite the artist's full name or just their last
name in a Chicago-style bibliography entry for artwork?

A: In a bibliography, the artist's last name is typically listed first, followed by their first name. In
footnotes/endnotes, the full name is usually presented in its conventional order (First Name Last
Name).



Q: How should | format the title of an artwork in a Chicago-
style citation?

A: Artwork titles should always be italicized in both footnotes/endnotes and bibliography entries.

Q: What information is needed if I'm citing an artwork
currently on loan from one museum to another?

A: You should cite the artwork's permanent collection location and then note the current exhibition
venue and dates of the loan, if that context is relevant to your analysis.
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