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Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition New Rules: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition new rules herald a significant evolution in scholarly and
professional writing, offering updated guidance on a myriad of stylistic, grammatical, and citation
practices. This comprehensive article delves deep into the most impactful revisions, providing writers,
editors, and publishers with clear, actionable insights. We will explore key changes concerning digital
media, inclusive language, hyphenation, and the ever-evolving landscape of citation, particularly for
electronic sources. Understanding these updates is crucial for maintaining accuracy, clarity, and
adherence to contemporary academic and publishing standards. This guide aims to demystify the
nuances of the 17th edition, empowering you to produce polished, professional prose that meets the
demands of today's written communication.
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Key Revisions in the 17th Edition

The 17th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) represents a significant update, reflecting the
dynamic nature of language, technology, and academic discourse. Far from being a mere superficial
revision, this edition introduces substantial changes across several critical areas, aiming to provide
writers with more relevant and comprehensive guidance. Authors and editors will find updated
recommendations that address contemporary writing challenges, ensuring their work remains current
and authoritative. The manual's commitment to clarity, consistency, and precision remains at its core,
but its application has been refined to encompass the complexities of modern communication,
especially in digital environments.

One of the most notable shifts is the increased emphasis on digital media and online content. As the
internet has become an integral part of research and publication, CMOS 17th edition offers more
detailed advice on citing and referencing online materials, including web pages, social media, and
other digital formats. This reflects a recognition that the traditional boundaries of scholarly work have
blurred, and stylistic guidelines must adapt to this new reality. Furthermore, the manual has
broadened its scope on issues of inclusivity, providing more robust and nuanced recommendations for
using language that is sensitive and respectful to all audiences.



Changes in Punctuation and Grammar

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style introduces several nuanced changes and clarifications
in punctuation and grammar, designed to enhance clarity and conciseness in writing. While many
core principles remain, specific guidelines have been refined to align with contemporary usage and
evolving linguistic norms. These updates are not radical departures but rather thoughtful adjustments
that reflect a deeper understanding of how language functions in modern contexts. Writers and
editors should pay close attention to these details to ensure their work adheres to the latest
standards.

Serial Comma Usage

The serial comma, also known as the Oxford comma, remains a subject of discussion, and the 17th
edition reiterates Chicago’s long-standing preference for its use. However, it offers more detailed
explanations and examples for its application, particularly in complex sentences where omitting it
could lead to ambiguity. The manual emphasizes that while the serial comma is generally
recommended, clarity should always be the paramount consideration. In cases where its omission
does not create confusion, it may be omitted, but consistency in application is key.

Apostrophes in Possessives

Regarding possessives, the 17th edition continues to advocate for the standard rules, but it provides
clearer examples for irregular plurals and proper nouns ending in s. For instance, the correct
possessive for a name like "James" remains "James's." The manual offers more extensive guidance on
possessives involving joint ownership versus individual ownership, ensuring writers can accurately
represent relationships between entities and individuals.

Hyphenation and Compound Modifiers

The guidance on hyphenation, particularly for compound modifiers, has seen notable updates. The
17th edition provides more specific examples and clarifies the conditions under which two or more
words functioning as a single adjective before a noun should be hyphenated. The general principle
remains that they are hyphenated when they precede the noun they modify and are not hyphenated
when they follow it. However, the manual delves into exceptions and edge cases to help writers make
informed decisions, especially with common word pairings and adverbs.

Modernizing Citation Practices

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style significantly updates its citation practices, reflecting
the profound impact of digital and multimedia sources on scholarly research and publication. These
revisions are crucial for ensuring accuracy, consistency, and completeness in documenting all types
of sources encountered by today's writers. The manual offers more detailed guidance on citing a
wider array of electronic materials, recognizing the evolving nature of information dissemination.



Citation of Digital and Multimedia Sources

A major focus of the 17th edition is the expanded treatment of digital and multimedia sources. This
includes more robust guidelines for citing websites, blog posts, social media content, podcasts,
videos, and other online materials. The manual provides specific examples for various platforms and
formats, emphasizing the need to include sufficient information for readers to locate the original
source. This often involves elements like URLs, access dates, and descriptions of the content,
acknowledging that these sources can be ephemeral.

The guidance on citing social media, for example, now includes recommendations for platforms like
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, detailing how to present usernames, dates, and content excerpts
appropriately. Similarly, for video and audio content, the manual advises on citing platforms like
YouTube or Vimeo, specifying the inclusion of titles, creators, and relevant timestamps if a particular
segment is being referenced.

Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date Systems

The 17th edition continues to support both the Notes-Bibliography and the Author-Date systems of
citation, offering updated examples and clarifying their appropriate use in different academic
disciplines and publication contexts. While the fundamental structures of these systems remain, the
examples provided for both have been expanded to incorporate the newer source types discussed
above. This ensures that writers using either system have comprehensive models for citing
everything from traditional books and journal articles to digital archives and online databases.

For the Notes-Bibliography system, the emphasis is on providing detailed information in footnotes or
endnotes, with subsequent citations becoming abbreviated. The manual offers refined examples for
the initial note, ensuring all necessary bibliographic elements are present. For the Author-Date
system, the focus is on brevity in text with full details in a reference list, and the updated examples
reflect current best practices for incorporating a wider range of sources.

Inclusive Language and Sensitivity

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style places a greater emphasis on the use of inclusive
language, reflecting a growing awareness of the importance of sensitivity and respect in written
communication. This section of the manual has been significantly expanded to provide writers with
more comprehensive and nuanced guidance on how to use language that avoids bias and embraces
diversity. The goal is to empower writers to communicate clearly and effectively while being mindful
of their audience and the potential impact of their word choices.

Avoiding Gendered Language

A key area of focus is the recommendation for avoiding gendered language where possible. The
manual offers practical strategies for achieving this, such as using gender-neutral pronouns like
"they/them" when referring to an individual whose gender is unknown or nonbinary, or when referring
to individuals in general. It also advises on alternatives to gender-specific job titles and roles,



promoting the use of terms that are equitable and inclusive for all genders.

Examples include suggesting "police officer" instead of "policeman" or "firefighter" instead of
"fireman." The manual also discusses the use of "person" or "individual" as alternatives to gendered
terms when appropriate. The emphasis is on making conscious choices to reflect a more inclusive
worldview through language.

Respectful Terminology for Identity Groups

Furthermore, the 17th edition provides updated guidance on using respectful terminology when
referring to various identity groups. This includes recommendations for terms related to race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability, and age. The manual stresses the importance of staying
current with evolving language preferences within these communities, acknowledging that
terminology can change over time. It encourages writers to prioritize self-identification and to err on
the side of caution and respect.

The advice is not prescriptive in a rigid sense but rather aims to educate writers on the principles of
respectful language. It encourages authors to consider their audience and context carefully, and to
research current best practices when in doubt about the most appropriate terminology. This
commitment to inclusivity ensures that scholarly and professional writing remains accessible and
considerate to a diverse readership.

Digital Media and Online Content

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style significantly expands its coverage of digital media
and online content, acknowledging its pervasive role in modern research, communication, and
publication. This reflects a necessary adaptation of stylistic guidelines to the rapidly evolving digital
landscape, offering practical advice for citing and referencing a broad spectrum of online materials.
Writers who engage with digital platforms will find this section particularly valuable for ensuring their
work is both accurate and compliant with current standards.

Citing Online Publications and Databases

The manual provides detailed instructions for citing online publications, including articles from online
journals, newspapers, and magazines, as well as content from institutional repositories and digital
archives. It elaborates on the components necessary for a complete citation, such as DOIs (Digital
Object Identifiers), URLs, and access dates, especially for content that might be subject to change or
removal. The emphasis is on providing enough information for a reader to retrieve the exact source
being referenced, even if it is a dynamic online entity.

For databases, the 17th edition offers guidance on how to cite the database itself and, where
appropriate, specific entries or documents within it. This is crucial for academic research that relies
heavily on specialized online resources. The manual helps writers navigate the complexities of citing
proprietary databases versus freely accessible ones.



Social Media and Informal Online Content

A notable area of expansion is the guidance on citing social media and other informal online content.
This includes platforms like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, blogs, and forums. The 17th edition
provides specific examples for citing posts, comments, and profiles, acknowledging the unique
challenges these formats present. For instance, it advises on how to handle character limits on
platforms like Twitter and how to accurately represent the content and context of a social media post.

The manual emphasizes that even informal online content can be a valid source for citation, provided
it is treated with appropriate methodological rigor. It offers recommendations on when and how to
cite such materials, stressing the importance of capturing essential information like usernames, dates
of posting, and the exact text or description of the content. This updated guidance reflects the
growing acceptance of social media as a source for scholarly and journalistic inquiry.

Hyphenation and Compound Modifiers

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style offers refined and more explicit guidance on
hyphenation, particularly concerning compound modifiers. While the core principles remain
consistent, the manual provides a wealth of examples and clarifies common points of confusion,
aiming to promote greater consistency and accuracy in writers' usage. Understanding these rules is
essential for creating clear and grammatically sound prose, especially in academic and professional
writing.

When to Hyphenate Compound Modifiers

The general rule, which the 17th edition reinforces, is that two or more words that function as a single
descriptive unit (a compound modifier) should be hyphenated when they precede the noun they
modify. For example, "a well-written essay" versus "the essay was well written." The manual
emphasizes that this rule applies when the compound modifier acts as an adjective and would be
unclear if not joined.

The 17th edition provides numerous examples to illustrate this principle, covering a wide range of
word combinations. It also clarifies when not to hyphenate, such as when the first word is an adverb
ending in -ly (e.g., "a highly effective strategy") or when the meaning is clear without a hyphen. The
manual encourages writers to consider how the words function together to create a single idea.

Common Exceptions and Nuances

The manual delves into common exceptions and nuances in hyphenation, offering specific guidance
for frequently encountered situations. This includes advice on hyphenating compound nouns used as
adjectives (e.g., "a state-of-the-art system"), phrasal adjectives, and numerical and chronological
modifiers. For instance, it clarifies how to hyphenate expressions involving dates and time periods,
such as "a twentieth-century novel."

Furthermore, the 17th edition addresses the evolving nature of compound words, noting that some



phrases that were once hyphenated are now commonly written as one word or as two separate
words. The manual advises consulting a dictionary or maintaining consistency within a publication if
there is ambiguity. The overarching principle remains that clarity and readability are the ultimate
goals, and hyphenation serves to achieve these by preventing misinterpretation.

Editorial Considerations and Best Practices

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style not only provides updated guidelines for writers but
also offers valuable insights for editors and publishers regarding best practices in manuscript
preparation and style consistency. This section focuses on the editorial process and how to effectively
implement the manual's recommendations to ensure a polished and professional final product.
Adhering to these principles is paramount for maintaining the integrity and clarity of written works.

Ensuring Consistency in Style

A cornerstone of good editorial practice, as highlighted by the 17th edition, is the meticulous effort to
ensure consistency in style throughout a document. This applies to everything from punctuation and
capitalization to the treatment of numbers and the formatting of citations. Editors are encouraged to
establish a style sheet for each project, which serves as a reference point for all stylistic decisions,
particularly when multiple writers or editors are involved.

The manual stresses that while it provides a comprehensive framework, individual publishers and
authors may have specific house styles that deviate from CMOS. The editor's role is to ensure that
whichever style is adopted is applied uniformly. This includes consistent use of the serial comma,
consistent treatment of hyphenated words, and uniform formatting of bibliographic entries.

Handling Complex Manuscript Types

The 17th edition offers enhanced guidance on handling complex manuscript types, including scholarly
works with extensive notes and bibliographies, digital publications, and multidisciplinary texts. Editors
will find updated advice on structuring these documents, managing cross-references, and ensuring
the effective integration of various media formats. The manual acknowledges the challenges posed by
digital supplements and multimedia content, providing strategies for their seamless inclusion.

For instance, when dealing with scholarly articles or books that include extensive endnotes or
footnotes, the 17th edition offers refined methods for their formatting and numbering to maintain
clarity and ease of navigation for the reader. Similarly, for publications intended for online
distribution, the manual provides considerations for adapting print-based styles to digital formats,
ensuring accessibility and optimal presentation across different devices and platforms.

The Role of Dictionaries and Style Guides

The 17th edition reiterates the importance of using authoritative dictionaries and other style guides
as valuable resources during the editorial process. When questions of spelling, definition, or usage



arise that are not explicitly covered by CMOS, consulting resources like Merriam-Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary or the Oxford English Dictionary is recommended. The manual emphasizes that while
CMOS provides a comprehensive set of rules, it is not exhaustive, and good editorial judgment,
informed by reliable references, is crucial.

Editors are encouraged to maintain a library of essential reference materials and to use them
judiciously. The 17th edition also suggests that in cases of ambiguity or where CMOS might not offer a
definitive answer, authors and editors should make a reasoned decision and apply it consistently. This
proactive approach to resolving stylistic uncertainties contributes significantly to the overall quality
and professionalism of the final publication.

FAQ

Q: What are the most significant new rules in the 17th edition
of The Chicago Manual of Style regarding digital content?

A: The 17th edition significantly expands its coverage of digital content, offering detailed guidance on
citing social media platforms, blogs, podcasts, videos, and online databases. It emphasizes including
elements like URLs, access dates, and specific content descriptors to ensure retrievability of these
often-ephemeral sources.

Q: How does the 17th edition address the use of inclusive
language?

A: The 17th edition provides more extensive recommendations for using gender-neutral language,
such as the singular "they/them," and offers updated advice on respectful terminology for various
identity groups, including race, ethnicity, and sexual orientation. The focus is on promoting sensitivity
and avoiding bias.

Q: Are there any major changes to the rules for hyphenating
compound modifiers in the 17th edition?

A: The 17th edition refines its guidance on hyphenating compound modifiers by providing a wealth of
new examples and clarifying common ambiguities. While the core principle of hyphenating before a
noun when words function as a single unit remains, the manual offers more specific scenarios and
exceptions to aid writers in making consistent decisions.

Q: Has the 17th edition of CMOS changed its stance on the
serial comma?

A: No, the 17th edition maintains Chicago's long-standing preference for using the serial comma
(Oxford comma). However, it offers more detailed explanations and examples for its application,
particularly in complex sentences where its omission could lead to ambiguity, emphasizing that clarity



should always be the primary consideration.

Q: What are the updated citation practices for online journals
and articles in the 17th edition?

A: The 17th edition provides more detailed instructions for citing online journal articles and other
electronic publications, stressing the importance of including DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) when
available, along with URLs and access dates, especially for content that may be updated or removed.

Q: Does the 17th edition offer new advice on citing data from
online databases?

A: Yes, the 17th edition includes updated guidance on citing data from online databases. It advises on
how to cite the database itself and specific entries or documents within it, acknowledging the critical
role of these resources in contemporary research.

Q: How does the 17th edition advise on the use of "they" as a
singular pronoun?

A: The 17th edition fully supports the use of "they" as a singular pronoun when referring to an
individual whose gender is unknown, unspecified, or nonbinary. It provides examples and rationale for
its inclusive application in various contexts.

Q: What is the updated guidance on referencing social media
content, such as tweets or Facebook posts?

A: The 17th edition offers specific examples for citing social media content, including tweets,
Facebook posts, and Instagram captions. It recommends including usernames, dates, and the exact
text or description of the content to ensure the source is identifiable.
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