chicago manual of style 17th edition in-
text citation

chicago manual of style 17th edition in-text citation is a fundamental aspect of
academic and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism.
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) 17th edition's in-text citation system, exploring its two primary approaches: the
author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. We will break down the essential
components of each method, providing clear instructions on how to cite various source
types accurately. Understanding these citation styles is crucial for maintaining academic
integrity and lending credibility to your research. This article will cover the core
principles, specific formatting rules, and common scenarios encountered when
implementing Chicago style in-text citations, empowering you to cite your sources with
confidence and precision.
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The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition In-Text
Citation Landscape

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style presents a nuanced yet systematic
approach to in-text citations, designed to guide writers in acknowledging their sources
effectively. Adherence to these guidelines is not merely a matter of convention but a
cornerstone of scholarly integrity. The primary goal of any in-text citation system,
including Chicago's, is to provide readers with immediate access to the source material



being referenced, allowing them to verify information or explore topics further. This
article aims to demystify the process, offering practical advice and detailed explanations
for implementing both major citation styles within the Chicago framework.

Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, offers writers two distinct and widely
recognized systems for acknowledging sources within the text of their work: the author-
date system and the notes-bibliography system. While both systems serve the overarching
purpose of attribution, they differ significantly in their presentation and application.
Choosing the appropriate system often depends on the specific academic discipline, the
publication venue, or the preferences of an instructor or editor. Familiarity with both is
therefore essential for any writer engaging with Chicago style.

The Author-Date System in Detail

The author-date system, prevalent in the social sciences and some scientific fields, uses
brief parenthetical citations directly within the text of your writing. These parenthetical
notes typically include the author's last name and the year of publication. In many cases, a
page number is also included, particularly when quoting directly or referencing specific
passages. This system is designed for quick reference, allowing readers to locate the full
bibliographic information for each source in a corresponding reference list at the end of
the document. The brevity of these in-text citations ensures that the flow of the prose is
minimally interrupted.

Crafting Author-Date In-Text Citations

Creating accurate author-date in-text citations involves a few core principles. The most
common format places the author's last name and the publication year in parentheses,
separated by a comma, immediately after the quoted material or paraphrased idea. For
example, (Smith 2020). When citing a direct quotation, a page number is essential and
follows the year, preceded by a comma and the abbreviation "p." for a single page or "pp."
for multiple pages. Thus, a direct quote might appear as (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's
name is mentioned in the narrative of the sentence, it does not need to be repeated in the
parenthetical citation, only the year and page number are necessary, such as: As Smith
notes, the results were significant (2020, 45).

Common Author-Date Citation Scenarios

Several common scenarios require specific attention within the author-date system. When
citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, Chicago style advises adding
lowercase letters (a, b, c) to the publication year both in the parenthetical citation and the
reference list to distinguish them (e.g., Jones 2019a; Jones 2019b). For works with



multiple authors, the guidelines vary: for two authors, both names are included (e.qg.,
Green and White 2018); for three or more authors, the first author's last name is followed
by "et al." (e.g., Miller et al. 2021). Citing an entire work rather than a specific passage
typically omits the page number, focusing solely on the author and year.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system, favored in the humanities and many historical disciplines,
employs numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. Each number in the text
corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document
(endnote). These notes contain full bibliographic details for the first citation of a source,
and subsequently, shortened versions for subsequent references to the same work. This
system allows for more detailed commentary or explanations within the notes themselves,
without disrupting the main text's flow.

Formatting Notes for the Notes-Bibliography System

Formatting notes in the notes-bibliography system requires meticulous attention to detail,
mirroring the structure of a bibliography but adapted for inline or end-of-document
placement. The first time a source is cited, the note includes all relevant publication
information: author's name (first name first), full title, publication details (city, publisher,
year), and page number(s). For example: 1. Eleanor Vance, The Art of Persuasion (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 78. Subsequent citations of the same source are
shortened to include the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number(s), for
instance: 2. Vance, Art of Persuasion, 92. If only one source by an author is cited, the
author's last name and page number are sufficient: 3. Vance, 115.

Common Notes-Bibliography Citation Scenarios

Similar to the author-date system, the notes-bibliography system has specific conventions
for various source types. For works with two or three authors, all names are listed in the
note. For four or more authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al."
(e.g., 4. Mark Johnson et al., Modern Research Methods (London: Oxford University Press,
2022), 150). Citing electronic resources, such as websites or articles with DOIs, requires
including URLs or DOIs in the notes and, if applicable, access dates for sources that may
change over time. When citing a work where the author is an organization or an editor
instead of an individual, that entity is substituted for the author's name.

When to Use Which Chicago Citation System

The choice between the author-date and notes-bibliography systems is often dictated by
the conventions of a particular field or publication. The author-date system is generally
preferred in disciplines where rapid access to specific data points and empirical evidence



is paramount, such as in many social sciences and natural sciences. The notes-
bibliography system, conversely, is more common in the humanities, where extensive
quotation, nuanced argumentation, and opportunities for tangential discussion within
footnotes are valued. Always confirm the preferred citation style with your instructor,
editor, or publisher to ensure compliance.

Key Takeaways for Accurate Chicago In-Text
Citations

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition in-text citation requires a commitment
to detail and consistent application of its rules. Whether employing the author-date system
with its parenthetical shorthand or the notes-bibliography system with its comprehensive
footnotes and endnotes, accuracy is paramount. Key takeaways include meticulously
recording all necessary bibliographic information for each source as you gather it,
understanding the specific formatting requirements for different source types (books,
journal articles, websites), and always double-checking your citations against the official
CMOS guidelines and the specific requirements of your writing project. Consistent
application ensures that your work is credible and ethically sound.

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition In-Text
Citation

Q: What is the primary difference between the author-
date and notes-bibliography systems in CMOS 17th
edition?

A: The author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations within the text (e.g., Smith
2020, 45), directing readers to a reference list at the end. The notes-bibliography system
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations, providing more detailed information
within the notes themselves.

Q: When should I include a page number in an author-
date in-text citation?

A: You should always include a page number in an author-date in-text citation when
quoting directly from a source or when paraphrasing or summarizing a specific idea or
passage that can be pinpointed to a particular page.

Q: How do I cite a source with three or more authors in



the author-date system?

A: For works with three or more authors in the author-date system, you cite the first
author's last name followed by "et al." and the year (e.g., Miller et al. 2021). This format is
used in both the in-text citation and the corresponding reference list entry.

Q: What is the format for a subsequent note in the
notes-bibliography system?

A: For subsequent notes in the notes-bibliography system, you typically use a shortened
format that includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number (e.g., Vance, Art of Persuasion, 92). If you have only cited one work by a particular
author, you can sometimes just use the author's last name and page number (e.g., Vance,
115).

Q: Can I use a combination of both the author-date and
notes-bibliography systems in one document?

A: No, it is highly recommended that you choose one system and use it consistently
throughout your entire document. Mixing citation styles can lead to confusion for readers
and may be considered unprofessional.

Q: How do I cite a website in the Chicago Manual of
Style 17th edition?

A: For websites, you will need to provide the author (if available), the title of the specific
page or article, the name of the website, and the URL. In the notes-bibliography system,
an access date is often included for content that may change. For the author-date system,
the citation will include the author and year, with the URL provided in the reference list.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system?

A: The bibliography in the notes-bibliography system provides a complete alphabetical list
of all the sources cited in your work, allowing readers to easily find and consult the
original materials. It serves a similar purpose to the reference list in the author-date
system.

Q: How should I handle citing an edited volume with
multiple contributors in Chicago style?

A: When citing an edited volume in the notes-bibliography system, the note will usually
begin with the contributor's name, followed by the title of the contribution, and then
information about the edited volume (editor's name, title of the volume, publication



details, and page number). In the author-date system, you would cite the contributor and
year if referencing their specific chapter, or the editor if referencing the volume as a
whole, with full details in the reference list.
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