chicago manual journal articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely recognized and highly
respected style guide, particularly in academic and scholarly publishing.
When engaging with academic research and scholarly communication,
understanding how to correctly cite and format sources according to the
Chicago Manual of Style is paramount. This comprehensive article delves deep
into the intricacies of referencing journal articles using the Chicago Manual
of Style, covering both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system. We will explore the essential components of a Chicago-style journal
article citation, provide detailed examples, and discuss common pitfalls to
avoid, ensuring you can confidently navigate the requirements for your own
academic writing and research endeavors.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Journal
Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two distinct systems for bibliographic
citation: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both are
widely accepted in academic circles, but their application can differ
depending on the specific discipline or publisher’s requirements.
Understanding these differences is the first crucial step to correctly
formatting your research and academic papers.

The Notes-Bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines, such
as literature, history, and art history. It uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding bibliography
at the end of the work that lists all cited sources in alphabetical order.
This system allows for more detailed commentary and explanation within the
notes themselves, while keeping the main text uncluttered. Conversely, the
Author-Date system, often preferred in the social sciences and natural
sciences, embeds citations directly within the text using the author’s last
name and the publication year, followed by a reference list at the end. This
system offers a more concise in-text citation, making it easier for readers
to quickly identify the source.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Journal
Articles

In the Notes-Bibliography system, Jjournal articles are cited in two places:
as a footnote or endnote within the text, and as an entry in the final
bibliography. The in-text note provides the primary citation information,
while the bibliography offers a more complete and alphabetized record of all
sources consulted. This dual approach ensures both immediate source
attribution and a comprehensive overview of the research materials.



First Reference Note for a Journal Article

The initial citation of a journal article in a footnote or endnote is
typically the most detailed. It includes the author's full name, the title of
the article in quotation marks, the title of the journal in italics, the
volume number, the issue number (if applicable), the year of publication, and
the page number(s) on which the article appears. The order and punctuation
are critical for adherence to CMOS guidelines.

For example, a first reference note might look like this:

e Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).

Subsequent Reference Notes for a Journal Article

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same journal
article can be significantly abbreviated. This is done to avoid redundancy
and improve readability. Typically, a shortened note includes the author's
last name, a shortened version of the article title (if necessary to
distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the specific page
number being referenced. If only the page number is needed and the article
has already been cited, Jjust the page number may suffice.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

The bibliography entry for a journal article in the Notes-Bibliography system
is similar to the first reference note but follows a slightly different
format, particularly in the order of names and punctuation. The author's last
name comes first, followed by their first name. The article title remains in
quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The volume, issue,
year, and page range of the entire article are included. Crucially, the
bibliography is alphabetized by the author’s last name.

A typical bibliography entry would be:

e Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.

The Author-Date System for Journal Articles

The Author-Date system, popular in scientific and social science research,
relies on in-text citations that directly reference the author and
publication year. A corresponding reference list at the end of the paper
provides full bibliographic details for all sources cited. This method
prioritizes brevity within the main text, allowing for a quick identification
of the source’s origin.



In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

In-text citations in the Author-Date system are enclosed in parentheses and
typically include the author’s last name and the year of publication. If you
are referencing a specific part of the article, the page number should also
be included. These citations are placed within the sentence at a natural
pause, often before a period or comma. For works with multiple authors,
specific rules apply regarding the use of “et al.”

An example of an in-text citation:

e (Smith 2020)

e (Smith 2020, 15)

Reference List Entry for a Journal Article (Author-
Date)

The reference list entry in the Author-Date system is similar in content to
the bibliography entry in the Notes-Bibliography system, but the arrangement
and punctuation differ slightly. The author’s last name precedes their first
name, followed by the publication year in parentheses. The article title is
in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized, along with the
volume, issue, and page range. The entire reference list is alphabetized by
author’s last name.

A standard reference list entry:

e Author’s Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Article.” Title of
Journal Volume (Issue): Page range.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Journal Article
Citation

Regardless of the chosen citation system, certain core elements are essential
for accurately identifying a journal article. These components ensure that
readers can locate the original source with minimal difficulty. Missing any
of these key pieces can render a citation incomplete and, therefore, less
useful.

Author (s)

The author’s name is the primary identifier of a journal article. In the
Notes-Bibliography system, the first and last names are given in the initial
note, with the last name appearing first in the bibliography. For the Author-
Date system, the last name is consistently used in both in-text citations and
the reference list. For multiple authors, CMOS provides specific guidelines
on how to list them, often using “and” before the last author’s name in
bibliographies and reference lists, and potentially “et al.” for works with
many authors in text.



Article Title

The title of the journal article should be presented accurately, including
any subtitles. In both Chicago systems, the article title is enclosed in
quotation marks. This distinguishes it from the title of the journal itself,
which is always italicized.

Journal Title

The full, official title of the journal in which the article was published 1is
crucial for identification. It is always presented in italics in Chicago
style. Ensure you use the correct and complete title of the journal.

Publication Details (Volume, Issue, Year, Page
Numbers)

These details provide the specific location of the article within the
journal. The volume number indicates a complete set of issues published over
a period, often a year. The issue number further refines this, indicating a
specific publication within that volume. The year of publication is essential
for temporal context, and the page numbers specify the exact location of the
article. For bibliographies and reference lists, the page range of the entire
article is typically provided, while notes or in-text citations will specify
the exact page being referenced.

Common Issues and Solutions in Chicago Style
Journal Article Referencing

Navigating the nuances of any style guide can present challenges. When it
comes to citing journal articles in Chicago style, several common errors
frequently arise. Recognizing these issues and understanding their correct
resolution can significantly improve the accuracy and professionalism of your
work.

Missing or Incorrect Punctuation

One of the most frequent errors involves incorrect punctuation, such as
misplaced commas, periods, or quotation marks. For instance, failing to place
quotation marks around the article title or italicizing the journal title
incorrectly can lead to formatting errors. Always refer to a style manual or
a reliable online resource for precise punctuation rules specific to each
element of the citation.

Inconsistent Formatting Between Notes/In-Text
Citations and Bibliographies/Reference Lists

Another common pitfall is the inconsistency in how an article is cited in the
text (as a note or parenthetical citation) versus its full entry in the
bibliography or reference list. The order of names, the use of commas versus
periods, and the inclusion of specific details can vary. Maintaining strict



adherence to the chosen system (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date) for both
parts of the citation is vital.

Handling Articles with Multiple Authors

Chicago style has specific rules for citing works with more than two or three
authors. Typically, for the first mention in notes and for the
bibliography/reference list, all authors are listed. However, in subsequent
notes or for Author-Date in-text citations, the first author's name is
followed by "et al." (and others). It is essential to check the current
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the exact threshold and formatting
for multiple authors.

Online Journal Articles and DOIs

With the prevalence of online journals, citing articles accessed digitally is
a frequent requirement. Chicago style typically includes a DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) when available, as it provides a persistent link to the
article. The formatting of URLs and the inclusion of access dates may also be
necessary depending on the specific circumstances and the publisher’s
guidelines.

Formatting Considerations for Journal Articles
in Chicago Style

Beyond the bibliographic details, the actual presentation of your citations
within your document also matters. Adhering to Chicago’s formatting
guidelines for notes, bibliographies, and reference lists ensures a
professional and consistent look for your academic work. These formatting
rules are not merely aesthetic; they contribute to the clarity and usability
of your research.

Indentation and Spacing

In the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes are typically placed at the
bottom of the page, and endnotes are grouped at the end of the text. Both are
numbered sequentially. The bibliography, and the reference list in the
Author-Date system, are usually presented as separate sections at the end of
the paper. Bibliographic entries often use a "hanging indent," where the
first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines
are indented. This formatting convention aids in quickly scanning and
locating individual entries.

Numbering of Notes and Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, notes are numbered consecutively throughout
the text, starting with 1. The corresponding note at the bottom of the page
or at the end of the document will correspond to the superscript number in
the text. For the Author-Date system, in-text citations are embedded within
the text and do not involve sequential numbering of notes. The reference list
is simply alphabetized.



Consistency is Key

Perhaps the most overarching formatting consideration is consistency.
Whichever system you employ, and whatever specific formatting choices you
make within that system, ensure they are applied uniformly throughout your
entire document. Inconsistent formatting can distract readers and undermine
the credibility of your work. If you are unsure about a particular detail,
consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a trusted
academic writing resource.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style
for journal articles?

A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a bibliography at the end. It is common in humanities. The
Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year) and a
reference list at the end, prevalent in sciences and social sciences.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with three authors
in Chicago style?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all three authors.
Subsequent notes use the first author’s last name followed by "et al." The
bibliography lists all three authors with the last name of the first author
appearing first. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation uses the
first author's last name followed by "et al." (e.g., Smith et al. 2020). The
reference list will also list all three authors.

Q: What is a DOI, and should I include it when citing
Chicago manual journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that
identifies a digital object, such as an online journal article. It provides a
stable and persistent link to the article. Chicago style generally recommends
including the DOI if one is available, usually at the end of the citation,
preceded by "doi:".

Q: How do I format the title of a journal article in
Chicago style?

A: The title of a journal article in Chicago style is always enclosed in
quotation marks. For example: "The Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity."
The title of the journal itself is italicized, like this: Journal of
Environmental Science.



Q: What information is essential for a Chicago style
bibliography entry for a journal article?

A: Essential information includes the author's full name, the article title
in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume number, the
issue number (if applicable), the year of publication, and the page range of
the entire article.

Q: Can I use et al. for two authors in Chicago style?

A: No, the use of "et al." in Chicago style is generally reserved for works
with three or more authors. For works with two authors, both authors' names
should be listed in the notes and bibliography or reference list.

Q: How do I cite a journal article that I found
online but does not have a DOI?

A: If an online journal article lacks a DOI, you should generally include the
journal title, volume, issue, year, and page numbers as usual. If the article
is only available online and has no specific publication date or is part of
an electronic-only journal, you may need to include an access date and a URL,
depending on specific circumstances and publisher guidelines.

Q: What is the difference in author name formatting
between a note and a bibliography entry in the Notes-
Bibliography system?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note uses the author's full
name in First Name Last Name order. The corresponding bibliography entry
reverses this to Last Name, First Name. Subsequent notes often use a
shortened format.
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