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Understanding the Chicago Manual Indirect Reference
chicago manual indirect reference, also known as paraphrasing or summarizing, is a fundamental
skill in academic and professional writing, essential for acknowledging the ideas and work of others
without directly quoting them. Mastering this technique ensures you accurately represent source
material while maintaining the integrity of your own argument and avoiding plagiarism. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of properly citing indirect references according to the
Chicago Manual of Style, exploring its importance, various methods, and common pitfalls to avoid. We
will cover the distinction between paraphrasing and summarizing, the correct formatting for notes and
bibliographies, and best practices for integrating indirect references seamlessly into your writing.
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What is an Indirect Reference in Chicago Style?
An indirect reference, within the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, occurs when you convey the
substance of another author's ideas, arguments, or information in your own words. Unlike a direct
quotation, which uses the exact wording from the source, an indirect reference requires you to
rephrase the original material. This is crucial for demonstrating your understanding of the source and
for integrating its insights smoothly into your own discourse. The Chicago Manual of Style, in its
various editions, provides clear guidelines on how to attribute these paraphrased or summarized
ideas correctly, typically through footnotes, endnotes, or author-date citations, depending on the
chosen system.



The core principle behind the indirect reference is attribution. Even when you've thoroughly
rephrased a passage, the original thought or data belongs to its creator. Failing to acknowledge this
intellectual ownership constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Chicago style, therefore,
mandates that every instance of borrowing another's ideas, whether through paraphrasing or
summarizing, must be accompanied by a clear citation. This ensures transparency and allows your
readers to locate the original source if they wish to delve deeper into the subject matter.

Paraphrasing vs. Summarizing
While both paraphrasing and summarizing fall under the umbrella of indirect reference, they serve
distinct purposes and differ in their scope. Understanding this distinction is key to using each
technique appropriately within your writing.

Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing involves restating a specific passage from a source in your own words and sentence
structure, while retaining its original meaning. A paraphrase is typically about the same length as the
original passage, or sometimes slightly longer, as you might need to explain certain concepts more
thoroughly in your own style. The goal is to integrate the source's ideas into your text as if they were
your own thoughts, but with proper attribution. This is useful when you want to use a specific idea or
piece of evidence from a source but do not need to preserve the original author's precise phrasing.

Summarizing
Summarizing, on the other hand, involves condensing the main points or arguments of a larger
section of a source—which could be a paragraph, an article, or even an entire book—into a much
shorter statement. A summary is significantly briefer than the original material. Its purpose is to
provide an overview of the source's central ideas without going into the same level of detail.
Summaries are excellent for introducing a source's general argument or for providing context for your
own discussion.

When to Use an Indirect Reference
Indirect references are indispensable tools for any writer aiming for sophisticated and well-supported
prose. They allow you to weave the insights of others into your narrative seamlessly, enriching your
arguments and demonstrating a broad engagement with existing scholarship. Knowing when to
employ paraphrasing or summarizing can significantly enhance the clarity and flow of your work.

Supporting Your Claims
One of the most frequent uses of indirect references is to provide evidence and support for your own
claims. When you encounter a source that offers data, statistics, expert opinions, or compelling
arguments that align with your thesis, paraphrasing or summarizing these points allows you to
integrate them into your text to bolster your assertions. This shows that your ideas are grounded in



existing research and that you are engaging with relevant scholarly discourse.

Explaining Complex Concepts
Sometimes, a source might present a complex idea or theory in a particularly clear or insightful way.
Instead of using a direct quote that might disrupt the flow of your prose, you can paraphrase the
explanation in your own words. This demonstrates your comprehension of the material and integrates
it more smoothly into your own writing style, making it more accessible to your audience. Similarly,
summarizing a dense theoretical framework can provide your readers with a concise understanding
before you delve into your own analysis.

Providing Background Information
Indirect references are also valuable for setting the stage for your discussion. By summarizing or
paraphrasing key historical context, previous research, or foundational theories, you can equip your
readers with the necessary background knowledge to understand your argument fully. This proactive
approach ensures that your audience is well-informed and can follow the logical progression of your
ideas.

Avoiding Overuse of Direct Quotations
While direct quotations have their place, relying on them too heavily can make your writing feel
choppy and disconnected. An overabundance of quoted material can also suggest that you are merely
compiling sources rather than developing your own voice and analysis. Indirect references offer a way
to present source material that respects the original ideas while allowing your own prose to dominate
and dictate the flow of the argument.

Methods for Effective Paraphrasing
Successful paraphrasing involves more than just swapping out a few words. It requires a deep
understanding of the source material and the ability to articulate those ideas using your own
vocabulary and sentence structure. Employing these methods will ensure your paraphrases are
accurate, clear, and ethically sound.

Understand the Source Material Thoroughly
Before you can effectively paraphrase, you must comprehend the original text completely. Read the
passage multiple times, identify the main points, and grasp the author's intent and underlying
assumptions. If any part is unclear, consult other sources or consult the original author's other works.

Put the Source Away
Once you feel you understand the passage, set the original text aside. This is a crucial step to prevent



accidental copying. Try to explain the idea aloud or write it down from memory in your own words.
This forces you to process the information and express it uniquely.

Rewrite in Your Own Words and Sentence Structure
Begin drafting your paraphrase. Focus on conveying the core meaning using different vocabulary and
grammatical constructions. Change the order of ideas if it makes sense in your context, but ensure
the logical flow of the original idea is maintained. Avoid simply rearranging words or using synonyms
without significantly altering the sentence structure.

Compare Your Paraphrase to the Original
After drafting your paraphrase, compare it meticulously to the original text. Check for accuracy in
meaning and ensure you haven't inadvertently used too much of the original phrasing or structure. If
you find yourself relying too heavily on the source's wording, revise it further. Remember, a good
paraphrase is one that is indistinguishable from the original in terms of wording and sentence
structure, yet clearly articulated in your own voice.

Attribute the Source
Crucially, every paraphrase must be followed by a citation according to the Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines. This indicates the origin of the idea and prevents plagiarism.

Methods for Effective Summarizing
Summarizing is a skill that requires the ability to distill complex information into its most essential
components. By focusing on the core message and omitting extraneous details, you can create
concise and informative summaries that effectively introduce or contextualize source material.

Identify the Main Idea(s)
Begin by reading the entire passage, chapter, or article to grasp its overall argument or purpose.
What is the author trying to convey? Identify the central thesis or the most significant points being
made. Ignore minor details, examples, and elaborations that do not directly contribute to the main
argument.

Extract Key Supporting Points
Once you have identified the main idea, locate the primary evidence or arguments the author uses to
support it. These are the crucial components that form the backbone of the original work. List these
key points concisely.



Synthesize and Condense
In your own words, combine the main idea and the key supporting points into a coherent and brief
statement. The goal is to capture the essence of the original material without delving into the
specifics. Use concise language and avoid jargon where possible, unless it is essential to the meaning.

Maintain Objectivity
A summary should present the author's ideas as faithfully as possible, without injecting your own
opinions, interpretations, or critiques. Your role is to report what the original source says, not to
evaluate it. If you wish to offer your own analysis, that should be done in a separate section of your
writing.

Cite the Source
As with paraphrasing, every summary requires a corresponding citation in your footnotes, endnotes,
or bibliography, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style's requirements.

Notes and Bibliography: Citing Indirect References
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes and bibliography system
and the author-date system. For indirect references, both systems require clear attribution. This
section will focus on the notes and bibliography system, which is common in humanities disciplines.

Footnotes and Endnotes
In the notes and bibliography system, indirect references are typically cited using footnotes or
endnotes. When you paraphrase or summarize an idea, you should insert a superscript number into
your text immediately following the information derived from the source. This number corresponds to
a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote).

The first time you cite a particular source in a note, you will provide full bibliographical information for
that source. Subsequent citations for the same source can be shortened. For an indirect reference,
the note would generally include:

The author's name

The title of the work

Relevant page numbers (even for paraphrases or summaries, it's good practice to indicate the
pages from which the information was drawn, though this is not always mandatory for very
general summaries)

Publication information (if it's the first citation of the work)



For example, a first-time note for an indirect reference might look like this:

John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.1.

A subsequent note for the same source would be:

Smith, History of Ideas, 62.1.

Or even shorter, if the context is clear:

Smith, 62.1.

The Bibliography
In addition to notes, the Chicago Manual of Style requires a bibliography at the end of the work. This
is an alphabetical list of all the sources you consulted and cited. For indirect references, the
bibliography entry should provide complete publication details for the source, formatted according to
Chicago style. This allows readers to easily locate the full source for further consultation.

A typical bibliography entry for a book would include:

Author's last name, first name.

Title of the book (italicized).

Place of publication: Publisher, Year of publication.

For example:

Smith, John. The History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.1.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Navigating indirect references can be tricky, and several common errors can undermine the quality
and credibility of your work. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your
writing is both accurate and ethical.



Patchwriting
One of the most insidious forms of plagiarism is patchwriting, which occurs when you change only a
few words or rearrange sentence structures slightly while keeping the original phrasing largely intact.
This is not true paraphrasing and is considered a violation of academic integrity. True paraphrasing
requires a significant rephrasing of the source material.

Inaccurate Representation
When paraphrasing or summarizing, you have a responsibility to accurately represent the author's
original meaning. Misinterpreting a source or distorting its argument, even unintentionally, can lead to
misleading information and weaken your own credibility. Always double-check that your rendition of
the source material faithfully reflects its intended message.

Missing Citations
The most critical mistake is failing to cite an indirect reference altogether. This is plagiarism,
regardless of whether the omission was intentional or accidental. Every time you use someone else's
idea, even if you've put it into your own words, you must provide a clear citation to give credit to the
original author.

Over-reliance on Synonyms
Simply replacing keywords in a sentence with synonyms without altering the sentence structure or
genuinely rephrasing the idea is another common error. This superficial change does not constitute
original work and can still be identified as too closely tied to the source material.

Summarizing Without Attributing
Even if your summary is concise and in your own words, if it captures the essence of another author's
main argument, it still requires a citation. The core idea, not just the specific wording, belongs to the
original author and must be attributed.

The Importance of Originality
While academic and professional writing heavily relies on engaging with existing scholarship, the
ultimate goal is to contribute your own unique insights and analysis. Indirect references are tools to
build upon the work of others, not to replace your own thinking. They allow you to frame your
arguments, provide context, and substantiate your claims, but the interpretive work, the synthesis of
ideas, and the development of your thesis should always be distinctly your own.

The careful and ethical use of indirect references demonstrates your command of the subject matter
and your respect for intellectual property. It allows you to enter into a scholarly conversation,
acknowledging the contributions of those who came before you while forging your own path. By



mastering the art of paraphrasing and summarizing, you enhance your ability to articulate complex
ideas clearly and persuasively, strengthening both your argument and your academic integrity.

Conclusion
Effectively employing Chicago Manual indirect references—both paraphrases and summaries—is a
cornerstone of credible academic and professional writing. By understanding the distinction between
these techniques, mastering the methods for their creation, and adhering meticulously to the citation
requirements of the Chicago Manual of Style, writers can integrate source material ethically and
effectively. Avoiding common pitfalls such as patchwriting and inaccurate representation is
paramount. Ultimately, the skillful use of indirect references empowers writers to build upon existing
knowledge, support their arguments with robust evidence, and contribute meaningfully to their fields,
all while upholding the principles of originality and intellectual honesty.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a paraphrase and a
summary in Chicago style?
A: A paraphrase restates a specific passage from a source in your own words and sentence structure,
aiming for roughly the same length as the original, while a summary condenses the main points of a
larger section of a source into a much shorter statement.

Q: Do I need to cite an indirect reference if I've changed most
of the words?
A: Yes, absolutely. Even if you've rephrased extensively, if the idea, argument, or information
originates from another source, you must provide a citation according to Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines to avoid plagiarism.

Q: When is the author-date system preferred over notes and
bibliography for indirect references in Chicago style?
A: The author-date system is often preferred in scientific and social science fields, where frequent
citations are common. It uses parenthetical citations in the text (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)) followed by a
reference list at the end, rather than footnotes or endnotes.

Q: What does the Chicago Manual of Style consider
"patchwriting"?
A: Patchwriting is when a writer changes only a few words or slightly rearranges the sentence
structure of a source while retaining its original phrasing and core structure. It is considered a form of



plagiarism because it's too close to the original without proper attribution or significant rephrasing.

Q: Should I include page numbers for indirect references in
my Chicago style notes?
A: While not always strictly required for broad summaries, it is strongly recommended by the Chicago
Manual of Style to include page numbers for paraphrases and specific summaries. This helps readers
locate the precise source of the information you are referencing.

Q: How do I ensure my paraphrase accurately reflects the
original source's meaning?
A: To ensure accuracy, first thoroughly understand the original passage. Then, put the source away
and try to explain the idea in your own words. Finally, compare your paraphrase meticulously to the
original to confirm that the meaning has been preserved without unintended distortion.
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