
chicago manual indirect quotation citation

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected authority on academic and professional writing, offering
comprehensive guidelines for various citation styles. Understanding how to properly attribute sources is
crucial for academic integrity and clarity, and this article delves into the specifics of the Chicago manual
indirect quotation citation. We will explore the nuances of paraphrasing, summarizing, and the essential
elements required for accurate in-text and bibliographic entries when you're not using direct quotes. This guide
will equip you with the knowledge to confidently incorporate information from other sources into your work,
ensuring adherence to Chicago style's rigorous standards. We will cover the fundamental principles, the
differences between paraphrasing and summarizing, and the precise formatting necessary for both notes and the
bibliography.
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Understanding Indirect Quotations in Chicago Style

In academic writing, acknowledging the source of information is paramount. An indirect quotation, often
referred to as paraphrasing or summarizing, involves restating someone else's ideas, arguments, or findings in
your own words. Unlike direct quotations, which use the exact wording from the original source enclosed in
quotation marks, indirect quotations allow for greater integration of source material into your own prose.
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides clear directives on how to handle these instances to avoid
plagiarism and give credit where it is due. Properly executed indirect quotations demonstrate your
understanding of the source material and how it supports your own thesis or argument.

The core principle behind citing indirect quotations is to ensure that your reader can easily locate the original
source of the information. This is achieved through a consistent citation system. Whether you are using the
notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, the goal remains the same: to provide sufficient
information for attribution. Failing to cite an indirect quotation is equivalent to plagiarism, as you are
presenting another's work as your own. Therefore, mastering the art of indirect quotation citation in Chicago
style is an essential skill for any writer adhering to these guidelines.

Paraphrasing vs. Summarizing in Chicago Style

While both paraphrasing and summarizing involve using your own words to convey information from a source,
they differ in scope and purpose. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for accurate citation and effective
writing.

Paraphrasing

Paraphrasing involves restating a specific passage or idea from a source in your own words, typically



maintaining a similar length to the original. The primary goal of paraphrasing is to integrate the source's
specific point into your own writing while making it more accessible or fitting it seamlessly into your
argument's flow. It requires a deep understanding of the original text, not just a simple rearranging of words.
When paraphrasing, you are essentially reinterpreting the author's meaning and expressing it through your
unique linguistic style.

Summarizing

Summarizing, on the other hand, involves condensing the main points or the entirety of a longer text into a much
shorter form. A summary captures the essence of the original work without necessarily adhering to its original
structure or detail. This is useful when you need to convey the overall gist of a source without getting
bogged down in specific examples or elaborate explanations. The focus here is on the breadth of the original
material rather than the detailed exposition of a single point.

Key Components of a Chicago Manual Indirect Quotation Citation

Regardless of the specific citation system employed, certain fundamental pieces of information are always
necessary for a complete and accurate citation of an indirect quotation in Chicago style. These components
enable readers to trace the information back to its origin.

Author or Editor

The name of the author or editor is the most critical piece of identifying information. For a book, this is
typically the author's full name. For edited collections, it might be the editor's name. If the source is an
organization or a government agency, the name of that entity serves as the author.

Title of the Work

The title of the source from which the information is drawn is essential. This includes the full title and
subtitle of books, articles, or chapters. Proper capitalization and italicization (for book titles) or
quotation marks (for article titles) are important according to Chicago style conventions.

Publication Information

This category encompasses details that help pinpoint the exact location of the source. For books, it includes
the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication. For journal articles, it involves the journal title,
volume, issue number, and publication date. For online sources, it may include the website name and URL.

Page Numbers (Where Applicable)

Even when paraphrasing or summarizing, Chicago style often recommends including page numbers in your in-text
citation, especially if you are referring to a specific point or argument made within a larger work. This helps
readers find the precise location of the idea, even if it's not a direct quote. The manual advises this for clarity
and precision.



In-Text Citations for Indirect Quotations (Notes System)

The notes-bibliography system in Chicago style uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. For indirect
quotations, these notes serve to direct the reader to the original source without interrupting the flow of the
text with parenthetical citations.

First Reference Footnote/Endnote

The first time you refer to a particular source in your text, your footnote or endnote will contain full
bibliographic information, similar to a bibliography entry but often with slightly different punctuation and
ordering. For an indirect quotation, you still need to provide enough detail for the reader to locate the
source. The specific format will depend on the type of source (book, article, website, etc.).

A typical first reference footnote for a paraphrased idea from a book might look like this:

1. Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

If the idea spans multiple pages or you're summarizing a broader concept, you might indicate a range of pages, or
if it's a general idea from the entire work, you might omit specific page numbers, though it is generally best
practice to include them when possible for indirect citations.

Subsequent Reference Footnotes/Endnotes

For subsequent references to the same source within your paper, you will use a shortened note format. This
keeps your notes concise and prevents redundancy. The shortened note typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and
the page number(s) where the paraphrased information can be found.

A subsequent reference footnote might appear as:

2. Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s).

If you have only one work by a particular author, the shortened title may be omitted, leaving just the
author's last name and the page number.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Core of Chicago Notes Style

The notes system, whether employing footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected
at the end of the chapter or document), is the hallmark of the Chicago Manual of Style for many disciplines.
These notes are where the detailed attribution for both direct and indirect quotations resides.

Detailed Bibliographic Information

The initial note for any source provides a robust set of details. For indirect quotations, this means more than
just the author and title. It includes the publication details that allow for precise identification. The Chicago
Manual of Style is meticulous about these details, ensuring that every piece of information is presented in a
standardized and recognizable format. This comprehensive approach is what makes Chicago style so effective



for academic rigor.

Linking to the Bibliography

While footnotes and endnotes provide immediate citation information, they also serve a crucial function in
conjunction with the bibliography. Each note, even for an indirect quotation, corresponds to a full entry in the
bibliography at the end of the work. This dual system allows readers to either find the source information
directly in the notes or consult the bibliography for a complete list of all sources consulted and cited.

Author-Page Style (Author-Date) for Indirect Quotations

An alternative to the notes-bibliography system is the author-date system, often preferred in the social
sciences and natural sciences. In this system, in-text citations are brief and enclosed in parentheses, including the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s) from which the paraphrased or summarized
information was drawn.

Parenthetical Citations

When using the author-date system for indirect quotations, the parenthetical citation appears within the
text, typically at the end of the sentence or clause containing the paraphrased material. This provides
immediate attribution without being overly intrusive.

An example of an in-text citation for an indirect quotation using the author-date system:

(Smith 2020, 45)

If you are referring to a general concept or idea from a work that isn't tied to a specific page, you might still
include the year of publication. However, for indirect quotations, the page number is highly recommended by
Chicago style to guide the reader to the specific location of the idea, even if it's paraphrased. This is
particularly true when the idea is specific or nuanced.

Corresponding Reference List

Just as the notes system has a bibliography, the author-date system has a reference list. This list appears at
the end of the document and contains full bibliographic information for all sources cited in the text. The entries
in the reference list are alphabetized by author's last name and include the publication year prominently.

Crafting the Bibliography Entry for Indirect Quotations

The bibliography is a comprehensive list of all sources cited in your work, providing full publication details
for each entry. Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, the
bibliography entry for a source from which you derived an indirect quotation must be complete and accurate.



Essential Elements of a Bibliography Entry

The specific format of a bibliography entry varies depending on the type of source. However, common elements
include:

Author's Last Name, First Name.

Title of Work.

Publication Information (Place: Publisher, Year).

For articles: Article Title. Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers.

For online sources: Website Name. "Page Title." Last modified Date (if available). URL.

Even if you have only paraphrased a small section or a general idea, the source must be listed in your
bibliography. The goal is to give credit for all borrowed ideas and information, not just direct quotes.

Formatting Variations for Different Source Types

The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines for formatting bibliography entries for a vast array
of source types, including books, journal articles, magazines, newspapers, websites, interviews, and more. It is
essential to consult the most recent edition of the manual to ensure you are adhering to the precise
punctuation and ordering conventions for each specific type of source you cite.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid with Indirect Quotations

Writers often make mistakes when incorporating indirect quotations into their work. Being aware of these
common pitfalls can help you avoid plagiarism and maintain academic integrity.

Inadequate Paraphrasing

One of the most frequent errors is failing to adequately rephrase the original text. This can involve changing
only a few words or altering the sentence structure slightly while retaining too much of the original phrasing.
This is still considered plagiarism, even if you've attempted to change the wording. True paraphrasing requires a
thorough understanding of the source material and the ability to express its meaning in an entirely new way.

Omitting Citations

Another significant mistake is simply forgetting to cite an indirect quotation. If you present someone else's idea,
research, or data as your own, even unintentionally, it constitutes plagiarism. Always err on the side of
caution; if you're unsure whether to cite something, it's best to do so. This also applies to summarizing broad
ideas or conclusions drawn from a source.

Incorrectly Formatted Citations

Even when citations are included, incorrect formatting can be a problem. Inconsistent use of punctuation,
incorrect order of information, or improper capitalization in notes or the bibliography can detract from the
professionalism of your work and, in some cases, obscure the source. Diligent adherence to Chicago style's



specific rules is therefore crucial.

When to Cite Indirectly: Ethical and Academic Considerations

The decision of when to use an indirect quotation versus a direct quotation, and the absolute necessity of
citing either, is rooted in principles of academic honesty and intellectual respect.

Presenting Others' Ideas

Whenever you incorporate any idea, theory, finding, statistic, or argument that originated with another person
or source, you must cite it. This applies universally, whether you are paraphrasing, summarizing, or directly
quoting. The intellectual property of others deserves clear attribution.

Demonstrating Research and Support

Indirect quotations are powerful tools for demonstrating that you have engaged with relevant scholarship
and that your arguments are supported by existing research. They allow you to weave the insights of others
into your own narrative, showing how your work builds upon or contributes to the broader conversation in
your field. However, this integration must always be transparent.

Avoiding Plagiarism

The most critical reason to cite indirectly is to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is not only an academic offense
but also an ethical breach. It undermines the trust between author and reader and devalues original
scholarship. By citing indirect quotations meticulously, you uphold academic integrity and demonstrate your
own scholarly integrity.

Advanced Scenarios and Edge Cases

While the general principles of Chicago manual indirect quotation citation are straightforward, certain
situations present unique challenges that require careful consideration and adherence to the manual's detailed
instructions.

Works Without Page Numbers

For online sources, or older texts that lack traditional pagination, citing can be more complex. In such cases,
you may need to use other identifying markers like chapter numbers, section headings, or paragraph numbers, if
available. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on how to adapt citation formats for sources that
do not conform to standard print conventions.

Multiple Authors or Editors

When a source has multiple authors or editors, the citation format in both notes and the bibliography changes.
The Chicago style dictates how to list these contributors, whether there are two authors, three, or many.
Understanding these variations is essential for accuracy, especially in the notes-bibliography system where
names are presented differently in notes versus the bibliography.



Corporate Authorship and No Author

For sources where there is no individual author, such as reports from organizations or government agencies,
the name of the organization itself is used as the author. If a source truly has no author listed, the title of
the work then moves to the author position in the citation. These specific circumstances have defined rules
within the Chicago Manual of Style to ensure clarity and consistency.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between a direct quotation and an indirect
quotation in Chicago style?
A: The main difference lies in the presentation of the source material. A direct quotation uses the exact words
from the original source, enclosed in quotation marks, and requires specific page numbers. An indirect
quotation, or paraphrase, rephrases the source's ideas in your own words and typically still requires page
numbers for precision, along with a clear citation in the notes or in-text.

Q: Do I need to cite an indirect quotation if I'm only using a general idea from
a source?
A: Yes, absolutely. Even if you're not quoting directly or paraphrasing a specific sentence, any idea, concept,
theory, or conclusion that is not your own original thought must be cited. This includes summarizing larger
arguments or findings from a source. Failing to do so is considered plagiarism.

Q: How do I format an in-text citation for an indirect quotation in the
Chicago author-date style?
A: In the author-date style, an in-text citation for an indirect quotation typically appears in parentheses at
the end of the sentence or clause containing the paraphrased material. It includes the author's last name, the
year of publication, and the page number(s) from which the information was drawn. For example: (Smith 2020,
123).

Q: What information should be included in a footnote for an indirect
quotation in Chicago notes-bibliography style?
A: For the first reference of a source used for an indirect quotation in the notes-bibliography system, the
footnote should include the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication information (place,
publisher, year), and the page number(s) where the paraphrased idea can be found. Subsequent references will use
a shortened note format.

Q: Is it necessary to include page numbers when paraphrasing in Chicago
style?
A: While it's not always strictly mandatory for every single paraphrase, the Chicago Manual of Style
strongly recommends including page numbers for indirect quotations whenever possible. This provides the
greatest clarity for your reader, allowing them to easily locate the specific point being referenced, even if it's
not a word-for-word quote.



Q: How does the bibliography entry for an indirect quotation differ from a
direct quotation?
A: The bibliography entry itself does not fundamentally differ based on whether you used a direct or indirect
quotation. The bibliographic information for the source remains the same. The distinction lies in how that
source is referenced within your text (via notes or parenthetical citations) and the inclusion of page numbers
where the specific information was found.

Q: What if I am summarizing a whole chapter or book in my own words? Do I
still need to cite it?
A: Yes, absolutely. Even when summarizing a substantial portion or an entire work, you must cite the source.
The summary represents the author's ideas and findings, and proper attribution is required. The page numbers in
this case might refer to the overall work or the beginning and end pages of the section you are summarizing.
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