
chicago manual indirect citation
paraphrase
The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected guide for academic and professional
writing, and understanding its nuances is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and properly
attributing sources. Specifically, mastering the art of the Chicago Manual indirect citation
paraphrase is a fundamental skill for any writer. This article will delve deep into the
principles and practices of paraphrasing according to the Chicago Manual, explaining how
to effectively rephrase source material while giving due credit. We will cover the essential
differences between direct quotes and paraphrases, the mechanics of in-text citations, and
the critical role of the bibliography. By the end, you will be equipped to confidently
integrate summarized and rephrased information from your sources into your own work,
adhering strictly to Chicago's style guidelines for indirect citations.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Chicago Style

Paraphrasing is the process of restating someone else's ideas or information in your own
words and sentence structure. It's not simply a matter of swapping out a few words.
Effective paraphrasing demonstrates your comprehension of the source material and your
ability to synthesize it into your own argument or narrative. The Chicago Manual of Style,
while detailed in its approach to citation, emphasizes clarity and accuracy when it comes
to incorporating paraphrased content. This means not only rewording the original text but
also understanding its core meaning and presenting it in a way that aligns with your own
writing voice and purpose.

The goal of paraphrasing, according to Chicago style principles, is to integrate external
information smoothly and ethically into your own writing. It allows you to avoid over-
reliance on direct quotations, which can sometimes disrupt the flow of an essay or paper.
Furthermore, paraphrasing often leads to a deeper engagement with the source material,
as you must fully grasp the author's argument before you can effectively rephrase it.



The Difference Between Direct Quotes and
Paraphrases

It is essential to distinguish between a direct quotation and a paraphrase. A direct
quotation involves using the exact wording of the original source, enclosed in quotation
marks. The Chicago Manual of Style requires precise punctuation and attribution for all
direct quotes. For example, if you are quoting a sentence, it must be reproduced verbatim.

A paraphrase, on the other hand, is a significant restatement of the original author's ideas
or information. It should be considerably different from the original wording and sentence
structure. While the meaning must be preserved, the expression of that meaning should be
entirely your own. Failure to significantly alter the original wording, even when citing, can
still be considered plagiarism, a critical point emphasized by Chicago style guidelines.

When to Use Direct Quotes

When the original wording is particularly impactful, memorable, or precise.

When analyzing the specific language or style of the original author.

When the definition of a term is crucial and best presented as originally stated.

When the quote is short and effectively supports your point without disrupting the
flow too much.

When to Use Paraphrases

When you want to summarize a longer passage or a complex idea concisely.

When you need to integrate information smoothly into your own sentence structure.

When you are explaining a concept or theory in your own terms to demonstrate
understanding.

When the original wording is not particularly significant, but the idea itself is
important to your argument.



Crafting an Effective Chicago Manual Indirect
Citation Paraphrase

Creating a successful paraphrase involves several key steps. First, read the passage you
intend to paraphrase multiple times to ensure you fully understand its meaning. Identify
the main idea and any supporting details. Next, put the original text aside and try to
explain the idea in your own words, as if you were explaining it to someone who hasn't
read the source. Pay attention to using different vocabulary and sentence structures.

Once you have drafted your paraphrase, compare it against the original text. Ensure that
you have not inadvertently retained too many of the original words or phrases. If you have,
revise further until the wording is distinctly your own. Crucially, even with your own
words, the ideas still belong to the original author. Therefore, proper citation is
paramount to avoid plagiarism and adhere to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Steps to Effective Paraphrasing

Read and comprehend the original passage.1.

Identify the core idea and supporting details.2.

Put the original source away and rephrase the idea in your own words.3.

Alter sentence structure and word choice significantly.4.

Compare your paraphrase to the original to ensure accuracy and originality of5.
expression.

Attribute the idea to the original source through proper citation.6.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Paraphrase
Citation

Chicago style citations for paraphrases, whether in the Notes and Bibliography system or
the Author-Date system, fundamentally aim to provide readers with enough information to
locate the original source. This involves identifying the author and the specific location
within the work where the idea can be found. The exact format of the citation depends on
the system you are using, but the core purpose remains the same: to credit the original
author for their intellectual property.

For indirect citations, the primary goal is to attribute the idea, not just the specific



wording. This means that even if you have rephrased the entire passage, the intellectual
contribution still needs acknowledgment. The Chicago Manual of Style is meticulous about
this, ensuring that all borrowed ideas are properly credited.

In-Text Citations for Paraphrases in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two main systems for citations: the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Each system handles in-text citations for
paraphrases differently, but both are designed to be clear and informative for the reader.

Notes and Bibliography System

In the Notes and Bibliography system, paraphrased ideas are typically cited using a
superscript footnote or endnote number within the text. This number corresponds to a
more detailed citation in either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the
end of the document. The note will include the author's name, the title of the work, and
specific page numbers where the paraphrased information can be found. For indirect
citations, the page number is often crucial even if the entire work was consulted, as it
directs the reader to the specific section where the idea originated or was discussed.

Example of a Footnote Citation for a Paraphrase

1. Author Name, Title of Work (City: Publisher, Year), page number.

Author-Date System

The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations. When paraphrasing, you will
place the author's last name and the year of publication within parentheses, often followed
by a page number. The page number is highly recommended, especially for paraphrases,
to help readers find the specific part of the source that contains the idea you've
paraphrased. This system requires a corresponding full bibliography at the end of the
work, listing all cited sources alphabetically by author's last name.

Example of an Author-Date Parenthetical Citation for a Paraphrase

(Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

For instance, if you paraphrased an idea from page 45 of a book by Jane Smith published



in 2020, the citation in the Author-Date system would look like (Smith 2020, 45).

When to Use Notes and When to Use
Parenthetical Citations

The choice between the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system often
depends on the specific discipline or publication requirements. The Notes and
Bibliography system is more common in the humanities, such as literature, history, and art
history. It allows for more detailed notes, which can include supplementary information or
commentary without disrupting the main text. This can be particularly useful for complex
scholarly arguments.

The Author-Date system is more prevalent in the social sciences and natural sciences,
such as sociology, psychology, political science, and biology. Its parenthetical citations are
often considered less intrusive to the flow of the text, making it efficient for works that
rely heavily on numerous citations. The decision should be guided by the style guide of
your professor, institution, or publisher.

The Bibliography Entry for a Paraphrased Source

Regardless of the citation system used, a comprehensive bibliography or reference list is
essential in Chicago style. This list provides full publication details for every source cited
in your work, allowing readers to locate and consult them. For a paraphrased source, the
bibliography entry contains the same information as it would for a direct quotation,
focusing on the publication details of the original work.

The format of the bibliography entry varies slightly between the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system, but both aim to provide complete bibliographic
information. Accuracy in this section is as critical as in-text citations, as it serves as the
primary index for your sources.

Bibliography Entry Example (Notes and Bibliography
System)

Smith, Jane. The Art of Paraphrasing: A Guide to Academic Integrity. New York:
Academic Press, 2020.



Bibliography Entry Example (Author-Date System)

Smith, Jane. 2020. The Art of Paraphrasing: A Guide to Academic Integrity. New
York: Academic Press.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Paraphrasing

Writers often fall into common traps when paraphrasing, which can lead to accidental
plagiarism or misrepresentation of the source material. One of the most frequent errors is
"patchwriting," where a writer changes only a few words or the sentence order of the
original text but retains its core structure and phrasing. This is not considered true
paraphrasing and is a form of academic dishonesty.

Another pitfall is failing to cite the source altogether. Even if you have rephrased an idea
extensively, if it is not your original thought, it must be attributed. Over-reliance on the
original text's sentence structure, even with different vocabulary, is also problematic. The
Chicago Manual of Style strongly advocates for a complete transformation of the original
text's expression.

Examples of Common Paraphrasing Errors

Changing only a few words while keeping the original sentence structure.

Simply rearranging the order of sentences from the original.

Not citing the source even after rephrasing.

Failing to understand the original meaning and misrepresenting it.

Using the same tone or specific jargon from the original without attribution.

Ensuring Accurate Attribution for Indirect
Citations

Accurate attribution is the cornerstone of ethical academic writing, and the Chicago
Manual of Style provides a robust framework for achieving it. For indirect citations, this
means not only crediting the author but also indicating the specific part of their work that



contributed the idea. This is where the use of page numbers becomes particularly
important, even when you are not directly quoting.

When paraphrasing, you are presenting the author's ideas as if they were your own if you
fail to cite them. This undermines the integrity of your work and can have serious
consequences. The Chicago Manual's systems are designed to prevent this by making
attribution clear and accessible to the reader.

Advanced Paraphrasing Techniques

Beyond basic rephrasing, advanced paraphrasing involves deeper engagement with the
source material. This can include synthesizing ideas from multiple sources, comparing and
contrasting different perspectives, or explaining a complex concept in simpler terms for a
broader audience. The Chicago Manual of Style supports these sophisticated uses of
paraphrasing, provided that all original ideas are meticulously cited.

One effective advanced technique is to break down a complex argument from a source into
its constituent parts, paraphrase each part individually, and then reassemble them in a
new order that supports your own argument. This demonstrates a profound understanding
and allows for seamless integration into your work. However, each paraphrased
component must still be attributed to its original author and specific location within the
source.

Techniques for Sophisticated Paraphrasing

Synthesizing information from multiple sources.

Explaining complex theories in simplified language.

Comparing and contrasting different authors' views on a topic.

Using paraphrasing to build a coherent argument by reordering original ideas.

Focusing on the essence of an argument rather than its specific wording.

Integrating Paraphrased Material Seamlessly

The goal of paraphrasing is not just to avoid plagiarism but also to enhance the flow and
coherence of your own writing. Seamless integration means that the paraphrased material
fits naturally within your sentences and paragraphs, without feeling like an interruption or
an addition. This requires careful attention to your own prose and how the borrowed ideas



connect to your developing argument.

Transition words and phrases are crucial for this. They help to bridge the gap between
your own thoughts and the paraphrased ideas, signaling to the reader the relationship
between them. For example, phrases like "According to [Author]," "As [Author] argues," or
"In [Author]'s view" can smoothly introduce paraphrased content.

Revisiting and Refining Your Paraphrases

The process of paraphrasing and citing is not a one-time task. It often requires revision
and refinement. After drafting your paper, go back and review your paraphrases. Ask
yourself if they accurately reflect the original meaning, if they are sufficiently distinct from
the original wording, and if the citations are correctly placed and formatted according to
the Chicago Manual of Style. This iterative process ensures accuracy and adherence to
academic standards.

Sometimes, what initially seemed like a good paraphrase might, upon reflection, be too
close to the original. In such cases, it's better to revise it further or, if the original wording
is truly essential, to convert it into a direct quotation with proper quotation marks and
citation. Diligence in reviewing your work is key to maintaining academic integrity.

The Importance of Context in Paraphrasing

Understanding the original context of a passage is paramount before you attempt to
paraphrase it. A sentence or idea, when removed from its original context, can be
misinterpreted or its meaning can be subtly altered. The Chicago Manual of Style
implicitly emphasizes the importance of context by requiring specific page numbers in
citations, which helps readers locate the idea within its original discussion.

When paraphrasing, consider the author's overall argument, the intended audience of the
original work, and the specific purpose of the passage you are using. This holistic
understanding will ensure that your paraphrase is not only accurate in its wording but also
faithful to the author's original intent and meaning. Failing to consider context can lead to
misrepresentation, which is a serious academic concern.









Q: What is the fundamental difference between
paraphrasing and quoting in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, paraphrasing involves restating an author's ideas in your own words
and sentence structure, while a direct quotation uses the author's exact wording, enclosed
in quotation marks. Both require proper citation, but paraphrasing demands a significant
alteration of the original text's expression.

Q: Can I paraphrase a very short phrase or sentence
without citing it in Chicago style?
A: No, even short phrases or sentences that are not your original thought must be cited
according to the Chicago Manual of Style. If you use the exact wording, it's a direct
quotation and requires quotation marks and citation. If you rephrase it, it's a paraphrase
and still requires citation.

Q: What is the best way to avoid plagiarism when
paraphrasing according to Chicago Manual indirect
citation paraphrase rules?
A: To avoid plagiarism, thoroughly understand the source material, rephrase it entirely in
your own words and sentence structure, and always provide a clear and accurate citation
for the original source, including page numbers where applicable.

Q: How do page numbers function in Chicago style
indirect citations for paraphrases?
A: Page numbers in Chicago style indirect citations for paraphrases are crucial for
directing the reader to the specific location within the source where the idea was found.
This is true for both the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, even
if you have not used direct quotation marks.

Q: Is it acceptable to slightly change a few words from
the original text when paraphrasing in Chicago style?
A: No, slightly changing a few words from the original text is not considered proper
paraphrasing in Chicago style and is often referred to as "patchwriting." True
paraphrasing requires significant changes to both vocabulary and sentence structure
while preserving the original meaning.

Q: When I use the Notes and Bibliography system, what



information should I include in a footnote for a
paraphrased source?
A: For a paraphrased source in the Notes and Bibliography system, a footnote typically
includes the author's name, the title of the work, publication details (city, publisher, year),
and the specific page number(s) where the paraphrased information can be found.

Q: How does the bibliography entry for a paraphrased
source differ between the Author-Date and Notes and
Bibliography systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is the order of information and formatting. In the Author-Date
system, the year is prominent and placed after the author's name. In the Notes and
Bibliography system, the title appears immediately after the author's name, and the
publication year comes towards the end of the entry. However, the core bibliographic
details remain the same for both systems.
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