
chicago manual for religious education
citation
The chicago manual for religious education citation is a crucial guide for
scholars, students, and educators working within the diverse and nuanced
field of religious studies. Adhering to a standardized citation style ensures
clarity, consistency, and academic rigor, facilitating the precise
attribution of sources and the accurate reconstruction of research. This
article delves into the intricacies of using the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) for religious education, exploring its key components, common citation
examples, and best practices for citing various types of religious texts and
scholarly works. Mastering this style is essential for producing well-
researched papers, theses, dissertations, and publications that contribute
meaningfully to the discourse on religion and its educational implications.
We will cover everything from basic principles to specific applications,
ensuring a comprehensive understanding for anyone navigating this important
academic territory.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Religious Education

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely respected and
comprehensive style guides in academic publishing. While not exclusively
dedicated to religious education, its flexible and detailed framework makes
it exceptionally well-suited for the field. Religious education often
grapples with a broad spectrum of source materials, including ancient
scriptures, theological treatises, historical documents, ethnographic
studies, and contemporary pedagogical research. The CMOS provides a robust
system for managing this complexity, offering clear guidelines for both in-
text citations and bibliographical entries. Its emphasis on clarity and
precision is paramount when dealing with the often sensitive and context-
dependent nature of religious scholarship.

The application of CMOS in religious education is not merely about following
a set of rules; it's about cultivating a habit of meticulous scholarship. By



understanding the underlying principles of the Chicago style, practitioners
can confidently cite a wide array of religious texts, secondary scholarship,
and digital resources. This ensures that their work is not only academically
sound but also easily accessible and verifiable for readers. The manual's
adaptability allows for the specific needs of different religious traditions
and educational approaches, making it an indispensable tool.

Core Principles of Chicago-Style Citation

At its heart, Chicago-style citation is built upon two fundamental
approaches: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both
systems aim for clarity and consistency in attributing sources. The notes-
bibliography system, which is more common in the humanities, including many
areas of religious studies and religious education, uses footnotes or
endnotes for citations within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. The author-date system, more prevalent in the social
sciences, uses parenthetical author-date citations in the text, followed by a
reference list.

Regardless of the system chosen, the core principles remain the same: to
provide enough information for the reader to locate the original source, to
give credit to the original author, and to avoid plagiarism. This involves
accurately recording details such as author names, titles of works,
publication dates, page numbers, and publisher information. For religious
education, this also extends to citing specific editions or translations of
sacred texts, which can significantly impact interpretation.

Notes-Bibliography System in Religious Education

The notes-bibliography system is often preferred in religious education for
its ability to incorporate extensive contextual information directly within
the text through footnotes or endnotes. This is particularly useful when
discussing complex theological concepts or historical nuances that require
immediate elaboration or citation. Each footnote or endnote serves as a
direct link to a source, providing specific details about its appearance.
This system allows for a more fluid reading experience, as explanatory notes
and citations are elegantly integrated without disrupting the main flow of
the argument.

When using the notes-bibliography system for religious education, the first
citation of a source in a note will typically be more complete, including
author, title, publication details, and page number. Subsequent citations of
the same source can be shortened, often using just the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. This reduces redundancy while still
providing sufficient information for identification. The bibliography at the



end of the paper then lists all sources cited in the notes, providing a
complete overview of the research undertaken.

Author-Date System in Religious Education

While less common in traditional religious studies, the author-date system
can be a viable option for religious education research, especially when
engaging with empirical studies, pedagogical research, or fields that overlap
with social sciences. This system is characterized by parenthetical citations
within the text, such as (Smith 2019, 123), which immediately direct the
reader to the corresponding entry in a reference list at the end of the
document. The reference list includes all sources cited in the text,
formatted alphabetically by author's last name.

The author-date system offers a streamlined approach to citation, making it
easy for readers to quickly identify the source of information directly
within the narrative. For religious education research that leans towards
empirical data or quantitative analysis, this system can enhance the
readability and accessibility of the work. However, it is crucial to ensure
that the author-date system is consistently applied and that all necessary
bibliographic details are provided in the reference list to allow for
thorough source verification.

Citing Primary Religious Texts

Citing primary religious texts, such as the Bible, the Quran, the Torah, or
the Bhagavad Gita, requires special attention due to the numerous
translations, editions, and scholarly commentaries available. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides guidance on how to handle these unique sources to
ensure accuracy and consistency. The general principle is to cite the
specific edition and translation used, as different versions can convey
distinct meanings.

When citing sacred texts in the notes-bibliography system, it is customary to
include the book, chapter, and verse number. For example, Genesis 1:1 or
Quran 2:255. If a specific translation is crucial for your argument, it
should be clearly indicated. In the bibliography, the entry for a primary
religious text usually includes the title, the translator (if applicable),
the edition, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. Consistency in how these texts are referenced throughout the
work is key.



Biblical Citations in Religious Education

Citing the Bible in religious education research demands precision.
Typically, biblical references are not italicized and are provided in the
text with book name, chapter, and verse(s). For instance, John 3:16. If you
are quoting from a specific translation, this should be noted. In a footnote
or endnote, the first mention of a biblical passage might look like this:
John 3:16 (New International Version), or if referencing a specific
commentary on the Bible: F. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John, in the New
International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
1983), 75.

The bibliography entry for the Bible would typically include the specific
translation used, the publisher, and the year of publication. For example:
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2007. When
citing a study Bible or a commentary on biblical texts, the CMOS guidelines
for citing books would apply, ensuring full bibliographic details are
provided.

Islamic Texts Citations in Religious Education

Citing Islamic texts, most notably the Quran, also requires a standardized
approach within religious education. Quranic verses are typically referenced
by chapter (surah) and verse (ayah) number, without italicization. For
instance, Surah Al-Baqarah (2:255). As with the Bible, it is crucial to
specify the translation used, especially if relying on a specific
interpretation. A footnote citation might appear as: Quran 2:255 (trans.
Abdullah Yusuf Ali).

In the bibliography, the entry for the Quran would include the title,
translator, and publication details. For example: The Holy Quran: Text,
Translation and Commentary, trans. Abdullah Yusuf Ali. Elmhurst, NY: Ta-Ha
Publishers, 2004. Other Islamic texts, such as hadith collections or
theological works, would be cited according to the CMOS guidelines for books,
ensuring all relevant publication information is present.

Other Religious Traditions

The citation principles for other religious traditions follow similar
patterns. For Buddhist texts like the Pali Canon, references often involve
specific Nikayas or Suttas, followed by chapter and verse or section numbers.
Hindu scriptures like the Bhagavad Gita are cited by chapter and verse. For
example, Bhagavad Gita 2.47. The key is to be consistent and to provide
enough information for the reader to locate the specific passage or text
being referenced, ideally noting the edition and translation used.



When citing works from traditions that may not have a single canonical text
or a standardized system of chapter/verse, descriptive citations that clearly
identify the work and specific passage or section are necessary. The goal is
always to make the source as locatable as possible, adhering to the spirit of
accurate scholarly attribution that underpins the Chicago Manual of Style.
This meticulousness is essential for building credible arguments in the
complex landscape of religious education.

Citing Secondary Sources in Religious Education

Secondary sources are the bedrock of academic research, and in religious
education, these encompass a vast array of scholarly books, journal articles,
dissertations, and other analyses of primary texts and religious phenomena.
The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for citing these
materials, ensuring that the work of other scholars is appropriately
acknowledged and that the reader can trace the lineage of ideas and research.

The accuracy in citing secondary sources is paramount. It not only grants
credit but also allows readers to consult the original scholarship, thereby
engaging with the broader academic conversation. For religious education,
this means being diligent with details such as author names, titles,
publication dates, page numbers, journal volume and issue numbers, and
publisher information. Properly formatted citations prevent misattribution
and enhance the credibility of the researcher's own work.

Citing Books

When citing books in religious education, the Chicago Manual of Style
requires specific formatting for both footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography. For a book in a footnote/endnote, the format is typically:
First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page Number(s). For example: Karen Armstrong, A History of God: The 4,000-
Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam (New York: Ballantine Books,
1994), 55.

In the bibliography, the format for a book is slightly different: Last Name,
First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. The
bibliography entry for the Armstrong book would be: Armstrong, Karen. A
History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. New
York: Ballantine Books, 1994. If citing a specific edition or a translated
work, these details are also included.



Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are a critical component of scholarly discourse in religious
education. Citing them accurately using CMOS involves providing the author's
name, the article title, the journal title, the volume and issue number, the
publication year, and the page numbers. In a footnote/endnote, an article
citation might look like: Author Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s). For example: David H.
Smith, "Theology and Education in Dialogue," Religious Education 105, no. 2
(2010): 185.

The corresponding bibliography entry follows this format: Author Last Name,
First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page numbers. For the Smith article: Smith, David H. "Theology and Education
in Dialogue." Religious Education 105, no. 2 (2010): 185–201. It is important
to include all relevant citation details to facilitate easy retrieval of the
article by the reader.

Citing Online Resources

The digital age has expanded the types of sources available for religious
education research, making the citation of online resources increasingly
important. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing
websites, online articles, and digital archives. When citing an online
source, it is crucial to include as much information as possible to ensure
the source is retrievable, even if the URL changes.

For an online article with a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), the citation is
similar to a print journal article, but with the DOI at the end. For sources
without a DOI, such as web pages or online reports, the citation should
include the author (if available), the title of the page or document, the
name of the website, the publication date or last updated date, and the URL.
It is also recommended to include an access date. For example: “Introduction
to Islamic Studies.” Oxford Islamic Studies. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/islamic_studies/islamic_stud
ies-intro. For religious education, citing digital archives of religious
texts or scholarly databases requires careful attention to these details.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

The notes-bibliography system in Chicago style utilizes either footnotes
(appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (appearing at the end of
the chapter or document). Both serve the same purpose: to provide source
attribution and supplementary information without interrupting the flow of



the main text. In religious education, this is particularly valuable for
adding contextual explanations, definitions of theological terms, or brief
biographical information about religious figures that might otherwise clutter
the narrative.

The first time a source is cited in a note, it typically includes full
bibliographic information, similar to how it would appear in the bibliography
but with page numbers. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
significantly shortened, usually by using the author's last name, a brief
title, and the page number. This system allows for a rich scholarly apparatus
that enhances the reader's understanding and the author's ability to engage
in detailed scholarly discourse.

Formatting Footnotes

Footnotes are indicated in the text by a superscript number that corresponds
to a numbered note at the bottom of the page. For example, a passage in your
text might end with a superscript 1. At the bottom of that page, you would
find footnote number 1, containing the citation information. The formatting
of the footnote itself is crucial. For a book, the first footnote entry
typically appears as: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

For subsequent notes referencing the same source, a shortened format is used:
Author Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number. For example: Armstrong, A
History of God, 112. The precise formatting of footnotes, including
punctuation and capitalization, adheres strictly to the guidelines laid out
in the Chicago Manual of Style. This consistency is vital for academic
integrity and reader comprehension.

Formatting Endnotes

Endnotes function identically to footnotes but are collected at the end of
the main body of the text, typically before the bibliography. A superscript
number in the text links to the corresponding endnote. The formatting for
endnotes is the same as for footnotes, with the first mention of a source
being full and subsequent mentions being shortened. This method can be
preferred for longer works or when page space is limited.

In religious education, endnotes can be particularly useful for dissertations
or books where extensive supplementary material or detailed bibliographical
entries are necessary. The structure allows readers to consult detailed notes
without them intruding on the primary reading experience. The careful
construction of each endnote ensures that all essential bibliographic details
are present and accurately formatted according to CMOS standards.



Author-Date System for Religious Education
Citations

While the notes-bibliography system is prevalent in many humanities
disciplines, including religious studies, the author-date system offers a
viable alternative, especially for research in religious education that may
draw heavily from social science methodologies or contemporary educational
research. This system emphasizes conciseness within the text, allowing for a
smoother reading experience by embedding citation information directly into
sentences.

The author-date system replaces footnotes and endnotes with parenthetical
citations. For example, a researcher might write: "Studies suggest that
experiential learning significantly enhances faith formation (Miller 2021,
45)." The corresponding reference list at the end of the document provides
the full bibliographic details for each in-text citation, organized
alphabetically by the author's last name. This approach can be particularly
useful for large-scale pedagogical studies or when engaging with a broad
range of empirical research.

Parenthetical Citations

In the author-date system, parenthetical citations typically include the
author's last name and the year of publication, followed by a comma and the
page number(s) if a specific part of the work is being referenced. For
example: (Smith 2019, 102–103). If the author's name is mentioned in the
text, only the year and page number are needed in parentheses: As Smith
(2019) argues, pedagogical approaches are crucial… (102–103).

When citing religious texts in the author-date system, specific conventions
may apply. For instance, a Quranic verse might be cited as (Quran 2:255,
trans. Ali 2004). The aim is to provide enough information within the
parentheses for the reader to locate the full citation in the reference list,
maintaining clarity and accessibility.

Reference List Formatting

The reference list, appearing at the end of the document, is a comprehensive
alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the text. The format for entries
in the reference list differs slightly from that of the bibliography in the
notes-bibliography system. For a book, the format is typically: Last Name,
First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher. Example:
Miller, Sarah. 2021. Faith Formation in Practice. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.



For journal articles, the format is: Author Last Name, First Name. Year.
"Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue: Page numbers.
Example: Smith, David H. 2010. "Theology and Education in Dialogue."
Religious Education 105, no. 2: 185–201. Accurate and consistent formatting
of the reference list is crucial for the reader to easily find and verify the
sources used in the research.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Religious
Education Citation

Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style for religious education can present
unique challenges, particularly due to the diverse nature of religious texts
and scholarly traditions. Effectively citing ancient scriptures, multilingual
sources, and scholarly works with varied publication histories requires
diligence and a thorough understanding of CMOS principles. Recognizing these
common challenges is the first step toward implementing effective solutions.

One significant challenge is the handling of multiple editions and
translations of sacred texts. Scholars must decide which edition best serves
their argument and then consistently cite it. Another common issue involves
citing works in languages other than English, where transliteration and
original script might be necessary. Furthermore, the rapid growth of online
religious resources and digital archives necessitates careful application of
CMOS guidelines for digital citation.

Handling Multiple Editions and Translations

When a religious text has multiple translations or editions, it is imperative
to choose the one that is most appropriate for your research and to stick
with it consistently. In your citation (whether in notes or parenthetical),
you should clearly indicate the translation used. For example, if citing the
Bible, you might write: Genesis 1:1 (New Revised Standard Version). In the
bibliography or reference list, the specific edition of the translation
should be fully detailed.

If different translations are discussed or compared, each should be cited
accordingly. For secondary sources that analyze these texts, ensure you are
citing the edition of the primary text that the secondary source is
referencing if your argument depends on it. This meticulousness in noting
editions and translations ensures the accuracy of your scholarly claims and
prevents misinterpretations arising from textual variations.



Citing Multilingual and Transliterated Sources

Religious education often involves engaging with texts and scholarship in
languages other than English. The Chicago Manual of Style recommends
providing transliterations for non-Latin scripts when necessary for reader
comprehension. If a full translation is not provided, it's crucial to state
that the transliteration is your own or that it follows a specific
established system.

When citing works in other languages, the citation should include the
original title, followed by an English translation in parentheses if
available or necessary. For example, a book title might be: [Original Title]
([English Translation Title]). The publication details should be provided for
the original publication. If you are quoting directly from a translated
version, cite that translation. The goal is to provide enough information for
the reader to locate the source material, whether in its original language or
a translated form.

Archival and Manuscript Citations

For research involving religious education history or specific theological
movements, citing archival materials and manuscripts is often necessary.
These sources are typically unique and may not have standard publication
details. CMOS guidelines suggest providing as much descriptive information as
possible to identify the source clearly.

This includes the collection name, the repository where it is housed, the box
or file number, and the specific document or item. For example: “Sermons of
Rev. John Wesley,” Sermons, vol. 1, John Wesley Papers, The Bodleian Library,
Oxford University, MS. Eng. Misc. d. 345, fol. 12r. This detailed approach
ensures that even unpublished and unique materials are accurately attributed
and can be located by other scholars interested in the research.

Best Practices for Accurate Religious Education
Citation

Maintaining accuracy and consistency in citation is fundamental to producing
credible academic work in religious education. Beyond simply following the
rules, adopting best practices can significantly enhance the quality and
professionalism of your research. These practices involve a proactive
approach to citation management and a deep understanding of the purpose
behind proper attribution.



One of the most effective best practices is to begin citing your sources from
the very beginning of your research. Avoid the temptation to "cite later," as
this often leads to missed sources or inaccurate information. Utilizing
citation management software can be incredibly helpful in organizing your
sources and generating bibliographies. Furthermore, always proofread your
citations carefully, as even small errors can detract from the credibility of
your work.

Start Citing Early and Consistently

The most effective strategy for accurate citation is to integrate it into
your research process from the outset. As soon as you consult a source that
you might use, record all the necessary bibliographic information. This
includes author, title, publication date, publisher, and page numbers. For
online sources, save the URL and access date.

By establishing a consistent habit of citing early, you reduce the risk of
overlooking sources or misremembering details. This proactive approach not
only saves time and reduces stress during the writing and revision stages but
also ensures that your bibliography or reference list is complete and
accurate. In religious education, where sources can be numerous and complex,
this early engagement is crucial.

Utilize Citation Management Software

Citation management software such as Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be
invaluable tools for anyone writing in religious education. These programs
allow you to store, organize, and manage your research sources efficiently.
You can import citation data directly from databases and websites, add
annotations, and even organize your sources by project.

The most significant benefit is their ability to automatically generate
bibliographies and format citations according to specific style guides,
including the Chicago Manual of Style. While it is still essential to
understand the rules yourself and to check the generated output for accuracy,
these tools can dramatically streamline the citation process and minimize
errors. This is particularly useful when dealing with the diverse range of
sources encountered in religious education research.

Proofread All Citations Carefully

Even with the aid of citation software, thorough proofreading of all
citations is essential. This includes checking for consistency in formatting,



accuracy of names, titles, dates, and page numbers. Pay close attention to
punctuation, capitalization, and the italicization of titles, as these are
common areas where errors can occur.

When using the notes-bibliography system, verify that each footnote or
endnote number corresponds correctly to its entry and that subsequent
shortened citations are accurate. For the author-date system, ensure that
every in-text citation has a matching entry in the reference list and vice
versa. A final proofread dedicated solely to citations can catch errors that
might otherwise go unnoticed, thus safeguarding the academic integrity of
your work in religious education.

The Chicago manual for religious education citation provides a comprehensive
framework for scholarly work in this vital field. By understanding its core
principles, diligently citing primary and secondary sources, and employing
best practices for accuracy, educators and scholars can ensure their research
is both rigorous and accessible. Mastering this style enhances the
credibility of their contributions and facilitates deeper engagement with the
complex and evolving landscape of religious education.

FAQ: Chicago Manual for Religious Education Citation

Q: What is the primary citation style recommended
for religious education research?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is widely recommended for religious
education research. It offers two main systems: the notes-bibliography
system, which uses footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, and the author-
date system, which uses parenthetical citations and a reference list. The
notes-bibliography system is often favored in humanities disciplines,
including religious studies and education.

Q: How should primary religious texts like the Bible
or Quran be cited in Chicago style for religious
education?
A: Primary religious texts should be cited by their canonical book, chapter,
and verse number (e.g., John 3:16, Quran 2:255). It is crucial to specify the
translation used, especially in notes or parenthetical citations. In the
bibliography or reference list, the full details of the specific edition and
translator should be provided.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and



a reference list in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, a bibliography lists all sources cited
in the notes, providing a comprehensive overview of the research consulted.
In the author-date system, a reference list contains only the sources that
were actually cited within the text, organized alphabetically by author's
last name.

Q: How do I cite a translated book in Chicago style
for my religious education paper?
A: For a translated book, the citation should include the translator's name.
In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote would appear as:
Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book, trans. Translator First Name Last
Name (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number. The bibliography
entry would follow a similar pattern, listing the translator.

Q: Is it acceptable to use different editions of a
sacred text in my religious education research?
A: While it is best to be consistent and use one edition, if you need to
refer to or compare different editions or translations of a sacred text, you
must cite each one accurately and distinctly. Clearly indicate which edition
or translation is being referenced in your notes or parenthetical citations
and provide full bibliographic details for each in your bibliography or
reference list.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing
an online journal article in Chicago style for
religious education?
A: When citing an online journal article, include the author's name, article
title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page
numbers. If a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is available, include it. If
not, provide the URL and the access date. For example: Author Last Name,
First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue:
Page numbers. DOI or URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

Q: How should I handle citations for archival or
manuscript materials in religious education research
using Chicago style?
A: For archival and manuscript materials, provide as much descriptive
information as possible to identify the source. This typically includes the
collection name, repository, box or file number, and specific item or folio



number. For instance: "Sermons of Rev. John Wesley," Sermons, vol. 1, John
Wesley Papers, The Bodleian Library, Oxford University, MS. Eng. Misc. d.
345, fol. 12r.

Q: What is the purpose of using footnotes or
endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style for
religious education?
A: Footnotes or endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style are used to provide
source attribution for quotes, paraphrases, and specific information. They
also serve to offer supplementary explanations, definitions, or contextual
details that might interrupt the flow of the main text if included directly.
This allows for a richer and more nuanced scholarly presentation.
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