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Political Science Research Papers: Mastering the Chicago Manual Style

chicago manual for political science research papers is an indispensable guide for any scholar or
student venturing into the rigorous world of political science research. Adhering to this citation and
style guide ensures clarity, consistency, and academic integrity across your work, from undergraduate
essays to doctoral dissertations. This article delves deep into the intricacies of employing the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for political science research papers, covering essential elements such as
structuring your paper, managing citations, formatting bibliographies, and presenting data.
Understanding these components is crucial for effectively communicating your research findings and
for navigating the expectations of academic publishers and your instructors. We will explore the
nuanced requirements of CMOS, offering practical advice and detailed explanations to empower your

academic writing.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style's Role in Political

Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for academic writing,
offering guidelines on everything from manuscript preparation to citation practices. For political science
research papers, CMOS is particularly valuable due to its flexibility and adaptability to various
disciplines. Its structured approach helps researchers present complex arguments and data in a clear,
logical, and easily digestible manner. By standardizing the presentation of scholarly work, CMOS
facilitates peer review and ensures that readers can readily access and verify the sources used in a

research paper.

In political science, where debates often hinge on intricate theoretical frameworks, empirical evidence,
and historical context, the precise attribution of ideas and data is paramount. CMOS's emphasis on
meticulous citation helps prevent plagiarism and acknowledges the intellectual contributions of others.
This is especially critical in a field that draws heavily from diverse sources, including historical
documents, statistical databases, legal texts, and journalistic accounts. A well-formatted paper

adhering to CMOS principles demonstrates a commitment to scholarly rigor and professionalism.

Structuring Your Political Science Research Paper with CMOS

A typical political science research paper following CMOS guidelines will incorporate several key
structural elements. While the exact order might vary slightly depending on the specific requirements of
an assignment or publication venue, a common structure ensures a logical flow for your research
narrative. This structure is designed to guide the reader through your argument, from the initial

problem statement to the final implications of your findings.



Title Page and Abstract

While CMOS does not mandate a specific title page format for all works, academic papers often
require one that includes the paper's title, your name, your affiliation (university or department), and
the course or assignment details. Following this, an abstract, typically 150-250 words, is crucial. The
abstract is a concise summary of your research, including the research question, methodology, key
findings, and conclusions. It serves as an entry point for readers, allowing them to quickly grasp the

essence of your paper.

Introduction and Literature Review

The introduction sets the stage for your research. It should clearly articulate your research question or
problem statement, provide necessary background context, and briefly outline the significance of your
study. Following the introduction, a comprehensive literature review is essential in political science.
This section synthesizes existing scholarly work relevant to your topic, identifies gaps in current
knowledge, and positions your research within the broader academic conversation. It demonstrates

your understanding of the field and justifies the need for your study.

Methodology

This section details how you conducted your research. Depending on your discipline and research
design, this could include quantitative methods (surveys, statistical analysis), qualitative methods
(interviews, case studies, archival research), or a combination of both. A clear explanation of your
methodology allows readers to assess the validity and reliability of your findings and replicate your
study if desired. For political science research, specifying data sources, sampling strategies, and

analytical techniques is particularly important.

Results and Discussion

The results section presents your findings, often accompanied by tables, figures, or other data



visualizations. This should be an objective presentation of what your research uncovered. The

discussion section, on the other hand, interprets these results in light of your research question and
the existing literature. Here, you explain the significance of your findings, discuss their implications,
acknowledge limitations, and suggest avenues for future research. Connecting your results back to

theoretical frameworks is a hallmark of strong political science analysis.

Conclusion

The conclusion summarizes your main arguments and findings without introducing new information. It
should reiterate the significance of your research and offer a final thought or call to action related to
your study. For political science, this often involves discussing the policy implications or broader
theoretical contributions of your work. A strong conclusion provides a sense of closure and reinforces

the overall impact of your research.

Crafting Effective Citations: Notes and Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style primarily offers two major citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For many political science research papers, especially in fields
like international relations, comparative politics, and American politics, the Notes and Bibliography
system is frequently preferred. This system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and

concludes with a comprehensive bibliography.

Footnotes and Endnotes

When using the Notes and Bibliography system, each source cited in the text is referenced with a
superscript number. These numbers correspond to either footnotes, which appear at the bottom of the
page, or endnotes, which are compiled at the end of the paper before the bibliography. The first time a

source is cited, the note includes full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same



source can be shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page

number.

For example, a first note for a book might look like: 1. Robert Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse
and Revival of American Community (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000), 105. A subsequent note for

the same book would be: 2. Putnam, Bowling Alone, 210.

Elements of a Full Note

A full note for a book generally includes the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized),
publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being cited. For articles
in journals, the note would include the author's name, article title (in quotation marks), journal title
(italicized), volume and issue numbers, date of publication, and page numbers. Understanding these

variations is crucial for accurate citation.

Incorporating In-Text Citations in Political Science Research

Whether you use the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, the fundamental goal
of in-text citations is to clearly indicate the origin of ideas, data, and direct quotations. In political
science, this allows readers to trace the intellectual lineage of your arguments and verify your factual

claims, which are often based on empirical data or established theories.

When to Cite

You must cite any information that is not common knowledge or derived from your own original

research. This includes:

¢ Direct quotations from any source.



e Paraphrased ideas or arguments from another author.
¢ Specific data, statistics, or findings from existing research.
e Summaries of arguments or theories developed by others.

» References to historical events or documents that are not widely known.

Failure to cite appropriately can constitute plagiarism, a serious academic offense. For political science
research papers, accuracy in citing specific claims and evidence is particularly important for

maintaining the credibility of your analysis.

Citing Specific Information

When using the Notes and Bibliography system, the superscript number is placed after the punctuation
of the sentence or clause containing the cited material. For example: "The theory suggests a

correlation between economic instability and political unrest. 5"

If you are using the Author-Date system (less common but still accepted by some political science
journals), the in-text citation would appear as (Author Year, Page Number), for instance: (Putnam

2000, 105). Ensure consistency throughout your paper regardless of the chosen system.

The Art of the Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is a cornerstone of any research paper using the Notes and Bibliography system. It
provides a complete list of all the sources you consulted and cited in your paper. The bibliography is
typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last name, ensuring ease of reference for your

readers. Each entry in the bibliography should provide sufficient detail for someone to locate the



original source.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

The formatting of bibliography entries in CMOS is similar to the first citation in a footnote but with
specific order and punctuation. For books, the author's last name comes first, followed by a comma,
then their first name. The title is italicized, followed by the publication information and year. For journal
articles, the author's name is followed by the article title in quotation marks, then the journal title in
italics, along with volume, issue, and page numbers. Mastering these details ensures your bibliography

is both accurate and compliant with CMOS standards.

Consistency is Key

Maintaining strict consistency in formatting across all bibliography entries is paramount. This includes
the use of commas, periods, parentheses, and italics. Even minor deviations can detract from the
professionalism of your paper and may be flagged by instructors or editors. Carefully consult the
CMOS guidelines for specific punctuation and ordering rules for different types of sources, such as
edited volumes, websites, and government documents, which are prevalent in political science

research.

Formatting Tables and Figures According to CMOS Standards

Political science research often relies on the presentation of data through tables and figures. CMOS
provides clear guidelines on how to format these elements to ensure they are legible, informative, and
integrated smoothly into the text. Properly formatted tables and figures enhance the clarity and impact

of your findings.



Table Formatting

Tables in CMOS should be clearly labeled with a title and a number (e.g., Table 1. Voter Turnout by
Demographics). Column headings should be concise and descriptive. While CMOS allows for different
table designs, it generally recommends minimizing horizontal and vertical rules to improve readability.
Data should be presented clearly, and any abbreviations or symbols used should be defined in a note
below the table. Ensure that all data presented in tables is also referenced or discussed in the main

text.

Figure Formatting

Figures, which include graphs, charts, maps, and images, should also be sequentially numbered and
titled (e.g., Figure 1. Trends in Campaign Spending). Captions should be descriptive and informative,
providing context for the visual. Like tables, figures should be discussed in the text, with the text
guiding the reader to the relevant figure and explaining its significance. For clarity, ensure all labels on

figures are legible and that the overall design is clean and professional.

Placement and Referencing

Ideally, tables and figures should be placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text.
However, for longer works or publications, they may be grouped at the end of a chapter or section.
Always ensure that every table and figure is referenced in the main body of your paper, directing the
reader to the relevant visual and explaining what they should observe or understand from it. This

integration is critical for a cohesive research paper.

Polishing Your Political Science Research Paper: Editing and

Proofreading



Once the content and citations are in order, the final stage of preparing your political science research
paper involves meticulous editing and proofreading. This is where you refine your prose, ensure logical
flow, and eliminate errors that could undermine your credibility. Adherence to CMOS extends to the

final polish of your manuscript.

Editing for Clarity and Conciseness

Editing involves reviewing your work for clarity, conciseness, and coherence. Read through your paper
to ensure that your arguments are logical and well-supported. Eliminate jargon where possible, or
define it clearly if necessary. Check for sentence structure variety and ensure that your paragraphs
flow smoothly from one to the next. In political science, complex concepts need to be explained in an

accessible yet rigorous manner.

Proofreading for Errors

Proofreading is the final check for surface-level errors, including typos, grammatical mistakes,
punctuation errors, and formatting inconsistencies. Reading your paper aloud can help catch awkward
phrasing and errors you might otherwise miss. It's also highly recommended to have a peer or a
professional editor review your work, as fresh eyes can often spot mistakes that you've become blind

to. A carefully proofread paper reflects attention to detail and respect for your audience.

Checking CMOS Adherence

Throughout the editing and proofreading process, continually refer back to the Chicago Manual of
Style. Ensure that all elements—from your notes and bibliography to your headings and page
numbers—conform to the latest edition of CMOS. This final check is crucial for presenting a polished,

professional, and academically sound political science research paper.



Key Takeaways for Using the Chicago Manual for Political

Science Research

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style for your political science research papers is an investment in
the quality and impact of your scholarship. Key takeaways emphasize consistent application of its
guidelines, particularly concerning the Notes and Bibliography system, for accurate and robust citation
practices. Understanding the structural expectations for academic papers, from the introduction and
literature review to methodology and conclusion, provides a clear roadmap for presenting your
research effectively. Furthermore, meticulous attention to formatting details for tables, figures, and the
bibliography ensures your work is both legible and professionally presented. Ultimately, a commitment
to the rigorous standards set forth by CMOS enhances the credibility and reach of your political

science research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by the Chicago

Manual of Style for political science research papers?

A: While the Chicago Manual of Style offers both the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system, the Notes and Bibliography system is often preferred and more widely used for political
science research papers, especially in subfields like international relations and comparative politics.
This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and concludes with a comprehensive

bibliography.

Q: How do | format a book citation in a footnote using the Chicago



Manual of Style for a political science paper?

A: For a book citation in a footnote (first mention), you would typically format it as: Author's Full Name,
Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number. For example: Jane Doe, Theories

of Democracy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021), 45. Subsequent citations are shortened.

Q: What is the difference between footnotes and endnotes in the

Chicago Manual of Style?

A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
compiled at the end of the document, before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose of
providing citation information, and CMOS permits the use of either, but consistency within a single

paper is required.

Q: How should | cite a journal article in a footnote using Chicago style

for my political science research?

A: For a journal article in a footnote (first mention), the format is generally: Author's Full Name, "Title of
Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s). For example: John Smith, "The

Impact of Globalization," Journal of Political Studies 25, no. 3 (2022): 112.

Q: What is the role of the bibliography in a Chicago-style political

science research paper?

A: The bibliography is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the paper, providing
full bibliographic details for each. It allows readers to easily locate and consult the original sources

referenced in your research, ensuring transparency and academic integrity.



Q: Can | use figures and tables in my political science research paper

according to the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for formatting figures and tables. They should
be sequentially numbered, titled, and discussed in the text of your paper. CMOS emphasizes clarity

and readability in their presentation.

Q: Is there a specific section on methodology that CMOS requires for

political science research papers?

A: CMOS does not mandate a specific section titled "Methodology" in the same way it prescribes
citation formats. However, it strongly advises clear and detailed explanations of research methods
within the paper's structure, typically in a dedicated section or integrated into the discussion of your

research process.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle citing government

documents, which are common in political science?

A: CMOS provides specific guidelines for citing government documents, which can vary depending on
whether they are laws, reports, or legislative proceedings. Generally, it requires full citation details
including the issuing agency, title, publication date, and specific identifying numbers. Consulting the

manual for precise formatting is crucial.
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