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The Chicago Manual for Political Science Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual for political science papers serves as an indispensable resource for
students and scholars navigating the complexities of academic writing in the field of
political science. This authoritative style guide offers meticulous instructions on
everything from citation formats and manuscript preparation to the nuances of scholarly
discourse. Understanding its principles is crucial for producing clear, credible, and
impactful research. This article will delve into the core components of applying the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) to political science papers, covering essential aspects
such as in-text citations, bibliographies, structuring your argument, and adhering to
presentation standards. Mastering these elements ensures your work meets the highest
academic expectations and effectively communicates your findings within the political
science community.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Political Science
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), in its latest edition, is the foundational text for
academic writing across many disciplines, including political science. For political science
papers, its detailed guidelines are particularly relevant for ensuring academic rigor and
consistent presentation of research. While other styles exist, Chicago offers a robust
framework for handling the complex referencing needs inherent in political science, which
often draws from diverse sources like historical documents, government reports,
theoretical texts, and empirical data.

Applying the Chicago Manual for political science papers means adhering to a
standardized system that enhances clarity and credibility. This includes precise rules for
footnotes/endnotes and a bibliography, which are paramount for academic integrity in
scholarly work. Political scientists frequently engage with extensive bodies of literature
and primary sources, making a reliable citation method essential for readers to trace the
origins of arguments and evidence. The manual provides a comprehensive approach to
this, ensuring that every claim is properly attributed and verifiable.



Footnotes and Endnotes: The Core of Chicago
Style Citations
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary methods for citation: the notes-
bibliography system (footnotes or endnotes) and the author-date system. For many
political science papers, particularly those emphasizing historical context, theoretical
depth, or qualitative analysis, the notes-bibliography system is often preferred. This
method involves placing a superscript number at the end of a sentence or clause that
contains a citation, with the corresponding full citation provided either at the bottom of
the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote).

The advantage of using footnotes or endnotes in political science research lies in their
ability to provide detailed, sometimes lengthy, explanatory notes alongside the main text.
This is particularly useful when a citation refers to a specific passage that requires further
contextualization, or when a scholar needs to include supplementary information without
disrupting the flow of the main argument. For example, a political scientist might use a
footnote to elaborate on the methodology of a particular study being cited, or to offer a
brief biographical detail about a key historical figure referenced in the text. This system
allows for a richer, more nuanced presentation of research.

When employing the notes-bibliography system for political science papers, consistency is
key. Each source, whether a book, journal article, archival document, or website, must be
cited accurately and uniformly according to CMOS guidelines. The first citation of a
source in the notes will include the full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of
the same source will typically use a shortened format, including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. This ensures that readers can easily locate the
source while also streamlining the visual presentation of the text.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes
The precise formatting of footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style is critical for accuracy
and professionalism. For a book, a typical first footnote might look like this: John Smith,
Theories of Democracy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45. For a journal
article, it would be: Jane Doe, "Theories of Political Behavior," Journal of Political Studies
25, no. 3 (2021): 112. When referencing a specific quote or idea from a source, the page
number is essential. The Chicago Manual provides specific instructions for citing various
types of sources, including edited volumes, dissertations, government publications, and
online materials, all of which are commonly encountered in political science research.

Shortened Citations in Notes
After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same work are shortened. For
instance, if John Smith's book was cited previously, a second citation to it would appear as:
Smith, Theories of Democracy, 78. This convention helps to reduce redundancy in the
notes section while still providing enough information for readers to identify the source
and its location. For very frequently cited sources, the author's last name alone followed
by the page number may be sufficient, but this is generally reserved for classic texts that
are central to a work.



Author-Date System: An Alternative for Certain
Political Science Contexts
While the notes-bibliography system is widely used in political science, the Chicago
Manual of Style also outlines an author-date system, which is common in some social
sciences. This system uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last
name and the year of publication, often with a page number. For example, a citation might
appear as (Smith 2020, 45). This method is particularly favored in disciplines where
empirical data and the chronology of research are of paramount importance.

The primary advantage of the author-date system for political science papers is its
conciseness within the text. It allows readers to quickly identify the source and its
publication date, offering an immediate sense of the research's temporal context without
interrupting the flow with superscript numbers. This can be beneficial when presenting a
large volume of empirical findings or when the emphasis is on the evolution of ideas over
time. A political scientist might use this system when analyzing the development of
electoral theories or tracing policy changes across different administrations.

When using the author-date system, a comprehensive reference list, similar to a
bibliography but organized alphabetically by author's last name, must be included at the
end of the paper. This list provides the full publication details for every source cited in the
text. The author-date system necessitates a clear and consistent application of these in-
text citations to avoid confusion and ensure that readers can easily locate the
corresponding entry in the reference list. The Chicago Manual provides specific examples
for various source types within this system as well.

Integrating Author-Date Citations
Integrating author-date citations smoothly requires careful attention to sentence
structure. For instance, if an author's name is part of the narrative, only the year and page
number are needed in parentheses: Smith argues that democratic institutions are
essential (2020, 52). If the author's name is not in the narrative, the citation includes both:
Recent studies suggest a decline in civic engagement (Jones 2019, 215). This system
demands that all cited works are listed in the reference section at the end of the paper,
facilitating easy cross-referencing.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography or
Reference List
Whether you employ the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, a
meticulously prepared bibliography or reference list is a cornerstone of any Chicago-style
political science paper. The bibliography, used with the notes-bibliography system, is an
alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited in the paper. The reference list, used
with the author-date system, serves the same purpose but is implicitly linked to the in-text
parenthetical citations.

The importance of this section cannot be overstated in political science. It demonstrates
the breadth of research undertaken, acknowledges the intellectual debts owed to other



scholars, and provides readers with the necessary information to access and verify the
sources used. A well-constructed bibliography or reference list is a testament to the
thoroughness and academic integrity of the research presented. Each entry must conform
to specific formatting rules outlined in the Chicago Manual, ensuring uniformity and ease
of comprehension.

The Chicago Manual offers detailed guidance on the alphabetical arrangement of entries
and the specific formatting for various publication types. This includes how to list authors,
titles of works (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for articles within
larger works), publication information (city, publisher, year for books; journal name,
volume, issue, year for articles), and page numbers. For political science, this also extends
to citing government documents, reports, and potentially international treaties or legal
cases, each with its own set of formatting conventions.

Elements of a Bibliography Entry
A typical book entry in a Chicago-style bibliography includes the author's full name (last
name first), the full title of the book in italics, followed by the city of publication, the
publisher's name, and the year of publication. For example: Almond, Gabriel A., and G.
Bingham Powell Jr. Comparative Politics: A Developmental Approach. Boston: Little,
Brown, 1966. Journal article entries typically include the author's name, the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the volume number, issue number,
and publication year, and sometimes specific page ranges. This level of detail ensures that
any reader can locate the exact source being referenced.

Structuring the Reference List
In the author-date system, the reference list is also an alphabetical compilation of all cited
works. The formatting of individual entries is similar to that of the bibliography, but the
emphasis within the in-text citation shifts the reader's immediate focus to the author and
date. For instance, a reference list entry for the aforementioned book would be: Almond,
Gabriel A., and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 1966. Comparative Politics: A Developmental
Approach. Boston: Little, Brown. The consistency in entry format, regardless of citation
system, is paramount for academic credibility.

Structuring Your Political Science Paper
According to Chicago Guidelines
Beyond citations, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on the overall structure
and presentation of academic papers, which is particularly relevant for political science
research. While specific paper structures can vary by assignment or institutional
requirements, a typical political science paper often includes an introduction, literature
review, methodology, findings/analysis, and conclusion. The CMOS offers
recommendations on headings, subheadings, and the overall flow of arguments to ensure
clarity and coherence.

The introduction of a political science paper should clearly state the research question,



outline the argument or thesis, and briefly explain the methodology and scope of the
paper. Following this, a literature review synthesizes existing scholarship relevant to the
topic, situating your research within the broader academic conversation. The methodology
section details how the research was conducted, which is crucial for empirical political
science. The findings and analysis section presents the evidence and interprets it in
relation to the research question.

The Chicago Manual emphasizes logical organization and clear transitions between
sections. The use of headings and subheadings, formatted according to CMOS standards,
helps readers navigate the paper and understand the hierarchy of ideas. This structural
clarity is essential for complex arguments in political science, which often involve intricate
theoretical frameworks, historical analyses, or detailed statistical interpretations. The goal
is to guide the reader seamlessly through the research process and its conclusions.

Using Headings and Subheadings
Chicago style suggests a tiered system for headings and subheadings. The main section
titles, like the ones used in this article (e.g., "Footnotes and Endnotes"), are typically
centered and in all caps or title case. First-level subheadings might be flush left and in
title case, while second-level subheadings could be indented and in title case, followed by
a period and the text. These formatting choices are not arbitrary; they serve to visually
organize the content, making it easier for readers to follow the progression of your
argument and identify key themes within your political science paper.

Formatting and Presentation: Polishing Your
Political Science Manuscript
The final presentation of a political science paper is as important as its content. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions on manuscript preparation,
including aspects like margins, line spacing, font choices, and the placement of tables and
figures. Adhering to these standards demonstrates professionalism and respect for the
academic conventions of the discipline, ensuring that your work is not only substantively
strong but also visually appealing and easy to read.

For political science papers, tables and figures are often used to present data,
demographic information, comparative analyses, or conceptual models. The Chicago
Manual offers specific guidelines on how to label, caption, and integrate these visual
elements into the text. Proper formatting of tables and figures enhances their clarity and
impact, allowing readers to readily grasp complex information. This includes ensuring that
all labels are legible, that units of measurement are clearly indicated, and that any
abbreviations or codes used are explained.

Beyond these elements, the Chicago Manual also addresses issues like the use of
abbreviations, the capitalization of titles, and the proper formatting of indexes (though
indexes are less common in student papers). Following these stylistic rules consistently
throughout your political science paper creates a polished and authoritative document
that reflects a commitment to academic excellence. It ensures that the reader's attention
remains focused on your research and arguments, rather than being distracted by
inconsistencies in presentation.



Margins, Spacing, and Typography
Standard recommendations for margins are typically one inch on all sides of the page.
Double-spacing is often required for the main text, though single-spacing may be used for
block quotations or extensive footnotes. Font choices should be clear and readable, with
common recommendations including Times New Roman or Arial in 12-point size. These
seemingly minor details contribute significantly to the overall readability and professional
appearance of your political science manuscript.

Tables and Figures
When incorporating tables or figures, they should be numbered sequentially and have
descriptive titles. For example, a table presenting election results might be titled "Table 1:
Presidential Election Outcomes, 2016-2020." The Chicago Manual provides specific
guidance on how to reference these elements in the text, such as "As shown in Table 1..."
or "Figure 2 illustrates the trend..." Captions should be concise and informative, providing
necessary context without being overly verbose. This ensures that your visual data
effectively supports your textual arguments.

Specialized Considerations for Political Science
Research
Political science research often involves unique source materials and theoretical
complexities that require careful handling within the Chicago Manual framework. This can
include citing governmental documents, international treaties, court decisions, statistical
datasets, and oral history interviews. The Chicago Manual provides specific, though
sometimes complex, guidance for these specialized formats, ensuring that even the most
obscure or technical sources are cited correctly and consistently.

For instance, citing a U.S. government report requires attention to the issuing agency, the
title of the report, its publication number, and the year of publication. International
agreements, like treaties, have their own established citation practices that CMOS
accommodates. When dealing with large quantitative datasets, a political scientist might
need to cite the source of the data, the specific variables used, and the software employed
for analysis, all within the established citation system to maintain transparency and
reproducibility.

Furthermore, the Chicago Manual's guidance on incorporating quotations, block quotes,
and paraphrasing is vital for political science students. Properly attributing ideas and
avoiding plagiarism is paramount, especially when dealing with sensitive or controversial
topics. The manual's emphasis on clear attribution reinforces the ethical responsibilities of
scholarly research and ensures that the author's voice is distinct from the sources they
engage with, a critical skill in the analytical discipline of political science.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by
the Chicago Manual of Style for political science
papers?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style offers two main citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system (using footnotes or endnotes) and the author-date system. For political science, the
notes-bibliography system is often preferred due to its ability to accommodate detailed
annotations and supplementary information, though the author-date system is also
acceptable and may be preferred in certain subfields.

Q: How do I cite a government report in a political
science paper using Chicago style?
A: To cite a U.S. government report using Chicago style, you generally need to include the
name of the issuing agency, the title of the report (italicized), the report number if
available, and the year of publication. For example: U.S. Department of Commerce,
Bureau of the Census. Statistical Abstract of the United States. Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 2018.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, a bibliography is used with the notes-bibliography
system and lists all sources consulted and cited in the paper. A reference list is used with
the author-date system and lists only the sources that have been cited in the text,
presented alphabetically by author's last name.

Q: Are there specific guidelines for citing online sources
in political science papers according to Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for citing various online
sources, including websites, online articles, and digital archives. Key elements typically
include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the
website, the date of publication or last update, and a URL. For frequently accessed online
sources, a "last accessed" date might also be included.

Q: How should block quotations be formatted in a
political science paper following Chicago guidelines?
A: Block quotations, typically those exceeding four or five typed lines, should be set off
from the main text by starting a new line, indenting the entire quotation from the left
margin (usually 0.5 inches), and omitting quotation marks. The citation follows the block
quotation, usually with the period preceding the citation number.



Q: Can I use shortened titles in footnotes for frequently
cited sources in my political science paper?
A: Yes, after the first full citation of a source in the notes-bibliography system, subsequent
citations of the same work can be shortened. This typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened title of the work in italics, and the page number(s). For example: Smith,
Theories of Democracy, 45.

Q: What is the general rule for margins and spacing
when preparing a political science paper in Chicago
style?
A: Generally, a political science paper in Chicago style should have 1-inch margins on all
sides and be double-spaced throughout the main text. This includes the bibliography or
reference list. However, specific instructors or institutions might have variations, so it is
always best to consult their guidelines.

Q: How should I format the title page of my political
science paper according to Chicago style?
A: While Chicago style does not mandate a specific title page format, a common practice
for academic papers is to include the title of the paper, the author's name, the course
name and number, the instructor's name, and the date. These elements are typically
centered on the page.

Q: What are the key differences between Chicago style
and APA style for political science research?
A: The most significant difference is in citation format: Chicago's notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes/endnotes and a bibliography, while APA uses in-text parenthetical
citations (author, date) and a reference list. Chicago also tends to be more flexible with
formatting, allowing for more descriptive annotations, while APA is more rigid in its
structure, especially for empirical research.

Q: Where can I find the most up-to-date information on
Chicago Manual of Style rules for political science
papers?
A: The most authoritative source is the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style itself.
Additionally, university writing centers often provide online resources, guides, and
examples specifically tailored for various disciplines, including political science, which can
be very helpful.
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