
chicago manual for pastoral theology citation
chicago manual for pastoral theology citation is a cornerstone for academic and theological
writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and credibility. Navigating its intricacies can be challenging,
especially for those new to theological scholarship or the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) itself. This
comprehensive guide delves into the specifics of citing sources within pastoral theology, covering
essential principles, common source types, and practical examples. Understanding these guidelines is
crucial for students, clergy, and scholars to properly attribute their research and contribute
meaningfully to the field of pastoral theology. We will explore the foundational elements of CMOS for
theological writing, detail the nuances of citing books, journal articles, and online resources, and offer
strategies for maintaining accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Pastoral Theology
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive rules
for manuscript preparation and citation. While the manual is broad, its application to specialized fields
like pastoral theology requires an understanding of specific adaptations and common practices within
theological academia. Pastoral theology, as a discipline, engages with sacred texts, historical
theological works, contemporary social issues, and practical ministry contexts, all of which demand
precise and accurate referencing.

For writers in pastoral theology, adhering to CMOS ensures that their work is not only clear and
understandable to a wider audience but also demonstrates a commitment to academic rigor. This
involves understanding both the author-date and note-bibliography systems, with the latter often
being more prevalent in theological scholarship due to its ability to incorporate extensive explanatory
notes relevant to theological discourse. The goal is to provide readers with the necessary information
to locate and verify sources easily, thereby strengthening the author's arguments and fostering
intellectual honesty.

Core Principles of Citation in Pastoral Theology
The fundamental goal of any citation system, including the Chicago Manual of Style as applied to
pastoral theology, is to give credit where credit is due and to allow readers to trace the origins of
ideas and information. This involves consistently and accurately reporting details about each source
consulted. For pastoral theology, this means meticulously citing biblical texts, theological treatises,
pastoral counseling literature, and scholarly articles that inform ministry practice and theological



reflection.

Accuracy is paramount. Even minor errors in author names, titles, publication dates, or page numbers
can lead to confusion or misattribution. Furthermore, consistency in applying the chosen CMOS
system (typically note-bibliography for this field) is crucial. This means that once a format is
established for a particular type of source, it must be followed throughout the entire work. This
consistency contributes significantly to the professional appearance and scholarly integrity of the
writing.

The Note-Bibliography System in Pastoral Theology
The note-bibliography system, preferred in many theological disciplines including pastoral theology,
involves using superscript numbers within the text to refer to footnotes or endnotes. These notes then
provide full bibliographic information for the source, or a shortened form if the source has been cited
previously. The bibliography at the end of the work lists all sources consulted and cited, providing a
comprehensive overview of the research undertaken.

This system is particularly well-suited for pastoral theology because it allows for extensive
commentary and explanation in the notes without disrupting the flow of the main text. For instance, a
scholar might use a note to elaborate on a particular theological interpretation, to offer a brief
biographical detail about an influential theologian, or to provide a direct quote from a primary source
that adds depth to the argument. This flexibility enhances the scholarly depth and utility of works in
pastoral theology.

The Author-Date System
While less common in traditional theological writing, the author-date system is also an option within
CMOS. In this system, the author's last name and the publication year are inserted directly into the
text, often followed by a page number. For example, "(Smith 2018, 45)". A corresponding reference
list, alphabetized by author's last name, appears at the end of the work.

Although the note-bibliography system is generally favored, understanding the author-date system
can be beneficial, particularly if working with interdisciplinary teams or in contexts where this system
is the norm. It offers a more streamlined in-text reference but may not provide the same space for
nuanced commentary as the note system.

Citing Books in Pastoral Theology
Books are foundational sources in pastoral theology, ranging from classic theological texts to
contemporary scholarship on ministry. Properly citing these works ensures that readers can access
the original ideas and evidence presented.

Books with One Author
When citing a book with a single author using the note-bibliography system, the first footnote or
endnote will typically include the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s) being



referenced. Subsequent citations of the same work will use a shortened form.

For example, a first note might look like:
1. Walter Brueggemann, Theology of the Old Testament: Testimony, Dispute, Advocacy (Minneapolis:
Fortress Press, 1997), 112.

A subsequent note for the same source would be:
2. Brueggemann, Theology of the Old Testament, 205.

Books with Multiple Authors
Citing books with multiple authors follows similar principles, with careful attention to how the authors'
names are presented. For two authors, both names are typically listed. For three or more authors, the
first author's name is usually given, followed by "et al." in the notes, though the full bibliography entry
may list all authors depending on the specific requirements or preferences.

Example of a first note for two authors:
3. Karen L. King and Jay P. Green Jr., Women and Authority in Early Christianity (Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1997), 55.

Edited Volumes and Contributions to Anthologies
Edited volumes and contributions to anthologies are common in theological studies. When citing a
chapter or essay within an edited collection, both the author of the specific piece and the editor(s) of
the volume must be credited, along with the title of the chapter and the title of the collection.

Example:
4. N.T. Wright, "Theology and the Historical Jesus," in The Historical Jesus: A Critical Review of the
Current State of the Debate, ed. Marcus J. Borg (Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 1999),
401.

Biblical and Religious Texts
Citing sacred texts like the Bible, the Quran, or the Torah requires specific conventions. These are
generally not included in the bibliography but are cited directly in the notes or within the text itself.
CMOS provides guidelines for standard abbreviations of biblical books and for presenting chapter and
verse references.

Example of a biblical citation in a note:
5. John 3:16 (NIV)

The translation used (e.g., NIV, NRSV, KJV) should be indicated, usually in the first instance of a
biblical citation or in a note at the beginning of the work.

Citing Journal Articles and Periodicals
Scholarly articles in journals are vital for staying current with research and critical dialogue in pastoral
theology. Accurate citation allows readers to access these contemporary insights.



Journal Articles with One Author
Citing a journal article involves the author's name, the article title, the journal title (italicized), the
volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page numbers. The note system requires
full details upon first mention.

Example:
6. Sarah Coakley, "The Body and the Body Politic: A Theological Exploration," Theology Today 55, no.
2 (1998): 201.

Journal Articles with Multiple Authors
Similar to books, articles with multiple authors are cited by listing the authors' names as they appear
on the publication. For articles with more than two authors, the first author's name followed by "et al."
is common in notes.

Articles from Magazines and Newspapers
While academic journals are primary, articles from reputable magazines and newspapers can also be
relevant for pastoral theology, particularly when discussing current events or societal trends. The
citation format will include the author (if available), article title, publication name (italicized), date,
and page number.

Example:
7. David Brooks, "The Gap Between Us," The New York Times, October 26, 2023, A23.

Citing Online and Digital Resources
The digital landscape offers a vast array of resources, from online journals and e-books to websites
and blogs. Citing these effectively requires careful attention to ensuring the stability and accessibility
of the source.

Online Journal Articles and E-books
When citing online versions of journal articles or e-books, it is important to include a stable URL or a
DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available. The format is generally similar to print versions but includes
this digital locator.

Example:
8. John W. Cooper, Theology for the Third Millennium: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine
(Westwood, NJ: Crossway Books, 1996), e-book, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.crossway.org/books/theology-for-the-third-millennium-hc/.

Websites and Web Pages
For general websites or specific web pages, include the author (if discernible), the title of the specific



page, the website name (italicized), the publication date or last updated date, and the URL. A retrieval
date is often included if the content is likely to change.

Example:
9. "About Us," The Center for Pastor Theologians, last updated September 15, 2023, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.centerforpastortheologians.org/about-us.

Audiovisual Materials and Social Media
Pastoral theology may draw upon lectures, podcasts, videos, or even social media discussions. CMOS
provides guidance for these formats, emphasizing clarity about the medium and its origin.

Example of a podcast episode:
10. "Episode 12: The Art of Listening," The Pastoral Care Podcast, May 10, 2023, podcast audio,
accessed October 26, 2023, [URL or platform where it was accessed].

Special Considerations for Pastoral Theology Citations
Certain aspects of pastoral theology, such as its engagement with lived experience and its reliance on
a broad spectrum of theoretical frameworks, necessitate careful citation practices.

Citing Unpublished Materials
This can include dissertations, theses, conference papers, or personal correspondence. The citation
should provide as much detail as possible to help the reader locate the material, including author,
title, date, and the repository or context where it can be found.

Example:
11. Jane Doe, "Pastoral Care in Rural Communities" (PhD dissertation, Princeton Theological Seminary,
2022), 75.

Theological Jargon and Specialized Terminology
While not directly a citation issue, the use of theological jargon or specialized terminology within
pastoral theology means that precise citation is even more critical to grounding these concepts in
their established scholarly contexts. When introducing a term or concept that might be unfamiliar,
citing the foundational work where it is defined or developed is essential.

Ethical Considerations in Citing Ministry Experiences
When pastoral theology engages with anonymized case studies or experiences from ministry, ethical
considerations regarding privacy are paramount. While not a formal citation issue in the CMOS sense,
it is crucial to ensure that any borrowed narrative or descriptive element is sufficiently de-identified to
protect individuals, and if necessary, this ethical decision should be implicitly or explicitly understood
within the scholarly context.



Best Practices for Maintaining Citation Accuracy
Ensuring accuracy in citations for pastoral theology involves a systematic approach throughout the
research and writing process.

Start Early and Be Diligent
It is far easier to record citation details as you encounter them rather than trying to reconstruct them
later. Keep a running list of all sources consulted, noting down essential bibliographic information
immediately.

Utilize Citation Management Software
Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can automate much of the citation process, helping to
organize sources and format bibliographies and notes. While they require initial setup and careful
data input, they can save significant time and reduce errors.

Proofread Meticulously
Always proofread your citations carefully. Compare your notes and bibliography against the original
sources. Pay close attention to the correct order of elements, punctuation, capitalization, and
italicization.

Consult the Official Manual and Reliable Guides
While this guide provides comprehensive information, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for definitive guidance. Additionally, many university libraries and academic
departments offer style guides tailored to specific disciplines, which can be invaluable resources for
pastoral theology.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary citation style recommended for
pastoral theology?
A: The note-bibliography system, as outlined in The Chicago Manual of Style, is generally the
preferred citation style for pastoral theology due to its flexibility in allowing for explanatory notes and
detailed scholarly commentary.



Q: How do I cite a specific translation of the Bible in my
pastoral theology work?
A: When citing the Bible, indicate the translation used, typically in parentheses after the first citation,
such as (NRSV). The abbreviation for the book, chapter, and verse follows standard CMOS
conventions. For instance, John 3:16 (NRSV).

Q: What if a website I want to cite for my pastoral theology
research doesn't have an author listed?
A: If no author is apparent, begin the citation with the title of the specific page or article, followed by
the website name, publication date, and URL. If no publication date is available, use "n.d." for "no
date."

Q: How do I differentiate between a book I've only referenced
in a note and one that appears in my bibliography?
A: In the note-bibliography system, all sources cited in notes must also appear in the bibliography.
The bibliography should list all sources consulted and cited.

Q: Is it acceptable to use footnotes for citations in my
pastoral theology paper?
A: Yes, footnotes (or endnotes) are integral to the note-bibliography system, which is commonly used
in pastoral theology. They provide a space for detailed source information and supplementary
commentary.

Q: How should I cite a chapter from an edited book in pastoral
theology?
A: Cite the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter, followed by "in," the title of the edited book,
the editor(s) names, the place of publication, publisher, year, and the relevant page numbers.

Q: What is the purpose of a "retrieval date" when citing online
resources in pastoral theology?
A: A retrieval date is used for online sources that are subject to change or may disappear. It indicates
the date on which you accessed the material, providing a stable reference point for your readers,
especially if the content is updated or removed.

Q: Should I include DOIs for journal articles in my pastoral



theology citations?
A: Yes, if a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available for an online journal article, it should be included
as it provides a persistent and unique identifier for the content, making it easier for readers to locate.
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