
chicago manual footnote examples
The Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines for academic
and professional writing, and understanding its nuances for footnote citation
is crucial for proper attribution and scholarly integrity. Mastering chicago
manual footnote examples ensures your work adheres to established academic
standards, enhancing credibility and clarity for your readers. This detailed
guide will explore various chicago manual footnote examples, covering common
source types like books, articles, websites, and even more complex scenarios.
We will delve into the essential elements of a footnote, the difference
between notes and bibliography entries, and practical tips for implementing
them effectively. By the end, you'll be equipped to confidently cite your
sources according to the Chicago Manual of Style, ensuring accurate
referencing and a polished final product.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for
documentation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This
article focuses specifically on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes
footnotes or endnotes for citations. Footnotes are particularly valuable
because they allow readers to access source information without interrupting
the flow of the text, appearing at the bottom of the page where the citation
is referenced. This system is widely adopted in humanities disciplines,
including literature, history, and art history.

The core purpose of footnotes is to provide precise attribution for ideas,
facts, and quotations borrowed from other sources. They serve not only as
acknowledgments of intellectual property but also as a roadmap for readers
who wish to explore the original material further. A well-constructed
footnote system demonstrates thorough research and contributes significantly
to the credibility and authority of the written work. Proper adherence to the
chicago manual footnote examples ensures consistency and clarity throughout
your document.



Basic Footnote Structure and Components

A typical footnote in Chicago style includes several key components,
presented in a specific order. While variations exist depending on the source
type, the fundamental elements remain consistent. Understanding these
components is the first step to correctly constructing your chicago manual
footnote examples.

The essential elements of a footnote are:

Author's name (first name first)

Title of the source (italicized for books and journals, in quotation
marks for articles and chapters)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year for
books; journal title, volume, issue, and year for articles; URL and
access date for online sources)

Specific location information (page number(s) cited)

The first time a source is cited in a footnote, it requires a full citation.
Subsequent citations of the same source, particularly if they appear on the
same page or in close proximity, can be shortened using an abbreviated
format, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. This practice helps to avoid redundancy while still providing
enough information for the reader to identify the source. The principles
behind these chicago manual footnote examples are designed for both accuracy
and reader convenience.

Chicago Manual Footnote Examples for Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic writing, and Chicago style offers
clear guidelines for these common sources. Whether you are referencing a
whole book or a specific chapter, understanding the correct format is
paramount for accurate chicago manual footnote examples.

Footnote for a Whole Book

When citing an entire book, the footnote should include the author's full
name, the book's title in italics, followed by the publication information



and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Example:
1. Michel Foucault, The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human
Sciences, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1994), 56.

Footnote for a Chapter or Section in an Edited Book

For chapters or sections within a larger edited volume, the citation needs to
identify the author of the specific piece, the title of that piece (in
quotation marks), followed by the title of the book it belongs to (in
italics), the editor's name, publication details, and page numbers.

Example:
2. Edward Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," in Orientalism: Western
Conceptions of the Orient, ed. John Mack (London: Penguin Books, 1978), 220.

Footnote for a Book with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all their names are included. For books
with four or more authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed
by "et al."

Example (two authors):
3. Nancy J. Davis and John A. Smith, A History of Modern Art (London: Thames
& Hudson, 2005), 112.

Example (four authors):
4. Robert Johnson et al., The Science of Cooking (New York: Wiley, 2010),
345.

Chicago Manual Footnote Examples for Articles

Journal articles are another frequently cited source in academic contexts.
The chicago manual footnote examples for articles are designed to provide
readers with all the necessary information to locate the specific piece of
scholarship.

Footnote for a Journal Article (Print)

A print journal article citation typically includes the author's name, the



article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by
the volume and issue number, the publication year, and the page range of the
article, and then the specific page cited.

Example:
5. Eleanor Vance, "The Evolution of Impressionist Technique," Art Quarterly
45, no. 2 (1982): 155.

Footnote for a Journal Article (Online)

For articles accessed online, the citation will also include the journal
name, volume, issue, year, page numbers, and importantly, the DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) or the URL, along with the date the article was accessed.
The DOI is preferred if available as it is a stable link.

Example (with DOI):
6. David Lee, "Quantum Entanglement in Everyday Life," Physics Review 102,
no. 4 (2020): 890, doi:10.1038/s41586-020-2079-y.

Example (with URL):
7. Sarah Chen, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal
of Communication Studies 30, no. 1 (2019): 45,
https://www.journalofcommunicationstudies.org/articles/socialmediaimpact.

Chicago Manual Footnote Examples for Websites
and Online Sources

The digital age has made citing online sources a common necessity. The
chicago manual footnote examples for websites require careful attention to
detail to ensure proper attribution and navigability for the reader.

Footnote for a Web Page

When citing a general web page, include the author (if known), the title of
the page or article in quotation marks, the name of the website in italics,
the publication or copyright date, and the URL. It is also crucial to include
the date you accessed the page.

Example:
8. "Climate Change Causes and Effects," NASA Climate, accessed November 15,
2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/causes/.



Footnote for an Online News Article

Online news articles follow a similar format to other web pages but often
include the name of the publication, the author, the title of the article,
the date of publication, and the URL.

Example:
9. Peter Evans, "New Breakthrough in Renewable Energy," The New York Times,
October 26, 2023,
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/26/science/renewable-energy-breakthrough.html
.

Chicago Manual Footnote Examples for Other
Source Types

Beyond books and articles, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for
a wide array of other source materials, ensuring that all forms of
intellectual output can be properly attributed. Familiarizing yourself with
these less common chicago manual footnote examples can be essential for
specialized research.

Footnote for a Thesis or Dissertation

When citing unpublished or published theses and dissertations, you need to
include the author's name, the title of the work in italics, the type of
degree (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), the university, and the year of
completion, along with page numbers.

Example:
10. Anya Sharma, "The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban Redevelopment" (PhD
dissertation, University of Chicago, 2021), 187.

Footnote for a Government Document

Citing government documents requires identifying the issuing agency, the
title of the document, and publication details, including a report number if
applicable.

Example:
11. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational
Outlook Handbook, 2022–2032 (Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office,



2022), 45.

Footnote for a Personal Communication

Personal communications, such as emails or interviews, are generally not
included in the bibliography but are cited in footnotes. They require the
format of the communication, the names of the parties involved, and the date.

Example:
12. Email from Jane Doe to author, November 10, 2023.

Notes vs. Bibliography Entries

A crucial distinction in the notes-bibliography system is the difference
between footnotes (or endnotes) and bibliography entries. While they both
serve to cite sources, their format and purpose vary. Understanding these
differences is key to applying chicago manual footnote examples correctly.

Footnotes provide full citation details the first time a source is mentioned,
followed by shortened forms for subsequent mentions. Their primary function
is to point the reader to the exact location of information within the text
and guide them to the source. They are placed within the text's flow,
appearing at the bottom of the page.

A bibliography, on the other hand, is a comprehensive list of all the sources
consulted and cited in the work. It appears at the end of the document and is
typically alphabetized by author's last name. Bibliography entries are
usually presented in a slightly different format than the first footnote
citation, often omitting specific page numbers for books and journal articles
unless referencing specific sections. For instance, a book in a bibliography
would be listed as: Foucault, Michel. The Order of Things: An Archaeology of
the Human Sciences. Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books,
1994.

The relationship between the notes and bibliography is symbiotic: the notes
direct readers to the sources, and the bibliography provides a complete
overview of the research. Consistent application of chicago manual footnote
examples ensures that this relationship is clear and functional.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for



Footnotes

Navigating the intricacies of footnote citation can sometimes lead to errors.
Being aware of common pitfalls can help you produce accurate and compliant
chicago manual footnote examples.

Common mistakes include:

Inconsistent formatting: Failing to maintain a uniform style throughout
the document for similar source types.

Incorrect punctuation and capitalization: Small errors in commas,
periods, and capitalization can significantly alter the citation.

Omitting essential information: Forgetting author names, publication
dates, or page numbers can render a citation useless.

Confusing first and subsequent citations: Not correctly employing the
shortened note format for repeated sources.

Mismatched bibliography entries: Entries in the bibliography that do not
align with the footnote citations.

To avoid these issues, it is advisable to:

Consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable
style guide.

Use citation management software, but always double-check its output.

Proofread your citations carefully, paying attention to every detail.

Keep a consistent style guide open while writing and citing.

Understand the logic behind each component of the citation.

By paying close attention to these details and practicing with various
chicago manual footnote examples, you can ensure your citations are accurate,
professional, and effectively serve your readers and your scholarly pursuits.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and an endnote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom
of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the
end of the document, before the bibliography. Both serve the same citation
function within the notes-bibliography system.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every
citation in a footnote?
A: Yes, for most sources, you will need to include specific page numbers that
correspond to the information you are referencing. For entire works cited for
the first time, you might list a range if you are referencing extensive
material, but for specific quotes or facts, precise page numbers are
essential.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no author
listed?
A: If a website has no listed author, you generally start the citation with
the title of the page or article, followed by the name of the website in
italics, the publication date (if available), and the URL and access date.

Q: What is the abbreviation "et al." used for in
Chicago style footnotes?
A: "Et al." is Latin for "and others." It is used when a work has three or
more authors. For a first footnote citation, you list the first author's name
followed by "et al." This is a convention to keep citations concise when
dealing with multiple authors.

Q: Should I include the DOI for online journal
articles, or is the URL sufficient?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is always preferred when available for
online journal articles, as it provides a more stable and permanent link to
the source than a URL, which can change. If a DOI is not available, then you
would use the URL.

Q: How do I handle subsequent citations of the same
source in my footnotes?
A: After the first full citation of a source, subsequent citations can be



shortened. Typically, this involves the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if the title is long), and the page number. If you cite
the same source immediately after the first mention, you can use "Ibid."
followed by the page number.

Q: What is the difference in formatting between a
footnote and a bibliography entry for a book?
A: While both contain similar information, a footnote for a book starts with
the author's first name first, followed by the title, publication details,
and specific page number. A bibliography entry, however, usually starts with
the author's last name first, followed by the full title and publication
details, and does not typically include specific page numbers unless
referring to a particular chapter or section.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation
generators for Chicago style?
A: Online citation generators can be helpful tools, but they should be used
with caution. Always double-check the generated citations against the
official Chicago Manual of Style guidelines, as these generators can
sometimes produce errors or omit important details.

Q: When should I use an ampersand (&) in my Chicago
style citations?
A: Ampersands are generally used in Chicago style only when they appear
within a title or a publication name as part of its official designation.
Otherwise, you should spell out "and" in author names and other parts of the
citation.
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