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chicago manual film studies research chicago style is the definitive standard
for academic writing in the field of film studies, offering a robust
framework for citations, formatting, and research. For students and scholars
delving into cinematic analysis, understanding and applying the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) is paramount to producing clear, credible, and
meticulously documented work. This article serves as an exhaustive guide,
dissecting the core principles of Chicago style as they pertain to film
studies research, from the intricacies of citation formats for various film
and media sources to the essential elements of scholarly presentation. We
will explore the nuances of both the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems, crucial for accurately attributing sources and avoiding plagiarism.
Furthermore, we will delve into the specific challenges of citing films,
interviews, documentaries, and digital media within the Chicago framework.
This comprehensive exploration aims to equip researchers with the knowledge
necessary to navigate the complexities of academic film analysis with
confidence and precision, ensuring their work adheres to the highest
scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Film Studies
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that provides detailed instructions on grammar, usage,
punctuation, and citation. For researchers in film studies, adhering to
Chicago style ensures consistency, clarity, and academic rigor in their
written work. Its detailed guidelines are particularly beneficial when
dealing with the diverse array of sources encountered in cinematic research,
from feature films and documentaries to academic articles, books, and
interviews. Understanding the fundamental principles of CMOS is the first



step towards producing a polished and authoritative research paper, thesis,
or dissertation.

Film studies research often involves interdisciplinary approaches, drawing
from history, literature, sociology, and art history. The Chicago Manual of
Style is flexible enough to accommodate these varied methodologies while
maintaining a consistent standard of academic presentation. Its emphasis on
clear and complete attribution of sources is critical for scholarly
integrity, allowing readers to trace the origins of ideas and evidence
presented in the research. This is especially important when analyzing
complex cinematic narratives or engaging with critical theories that have
shaped film scholarship.

The Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System
The notes-bibliography system, one of the two primary citation methods
outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style, is favored in many humanities
disciplines, including film studies. This system utilizes footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. Footnotes and endnotes provide readers with direct
access to source information without interrupting the flow of the main text,
making it ideal for in-depth analytical or argumentative essays where
extensive referencing is required.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Film Studies Research
When citing a film, a scholarly article, or a book related to film theory, a
footnote or endnote will appear at the point in the text where the
information is referenced. The first citation of a source in a note typically
includes full bibliographic details, while subsequent citations of the same
source are shortened. This system allows for detailed annotations and
commentary alongside the citations, which can be particularly useful for
contextualizing specific film scenes or theoretical arguments.

The Bibliography for Notes-Bibliography System
The bibliography in the notes-bibliography system is an alphabetical list of
all sources cited in the text. Unlike a works-cited page, the bibliography
may also include sources consulted but not directly cited, if the author
deems them relevant to the reader's understanding of the topic. For film
studies, this section would meticulously list all films, books, articles,
interviews, and other media that informed the research, providing full
publication details for each entry. The careful construction of this
bibliography is essential for demonstrating the breadth and depth of research
undertaken.



The Chicago Style: Author-Date System
The author-date system, the second major citation method in the Chicago
Manual of Style, is more commonly found in the social sciences but is also
applicable and sometimes preferred in film studies, particularly for research
that aligns with social or historical methodologies. This system uses
parenthetical in-text citations consisting of the author's last name and the
publication year, followed by a page number if applicable. The bibliography
at the end of the paper lists all sources cited, alphabetized by author's
last name.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date
In the author-date system, an in-text citation might look like (Corrigan
2010, 45), referencing a work by Corrigan published in 2010 on page 45. For
films, the format might adapt to include the director and year, such as
(Visconti 1963). This method provides a concise and immediate reference to
the source, allowing readers to quickly locate the full bibliographic
information in the reference list. It is often preferred in studies where
statistical data or empirical evidence is central, though it can be
effectively applied to film analysis as well.

The Reference List for Author-Date
The reference list in the author-date system is a complete listing of all
sources that are cited within the text. Each entry must provide enough detail
for the reader to identify and locate the source. For film studies, this
would include the director, producer, distributors, year of release, and
format for films, as well as standard bibliographic information for books,
articles, and other scholarly materials. The structure is designed for rapid
retrieval of source information, complementing the brevity of the in-text
citations.

Citing Film and Video Sources in Chicago Style
Citing films, documentaries, and other video materials presents unique
challenges due to their collaborative nature and varied distribution formats.
The Chicago Manual of Style offers specific guidelines to address these
complexities, ensuring that cinematic works are credited appropriately and
completely. Whether using the notes-bibliography or author-date system, the
core components of a film citation remain consistent, focusing on attribution
and publication details.



Feature Films and Documentaries
For a feature film or documentary, a standard citation includes the film's
title, followed by the director and, where relevant, the screenwriter,
producer, and principal actors. The year of release and the distributor are
also crucial elements. For example, in a note, it might appear as: Citizen
Kane, directed by Orson Welles (USA: RKO Radio Pictures, 1941). In an author-
date citation within the text, it could be (Welles 1941).

Television Series and Episodes
Citing television series and individual episodes requires a similar approach,
noting the series title, episode title, season and episode number, and
broadcast or release information. For instance, a note might read: "The
Sopranos," directed by Tim Van Patten, season 1, episode 1, "The Sopranos,"
original air date January 10, 1999 (New York: HBO). The author-date system
would adapt this to reflect the creators and broadcast details.

Online Video and Streaming Services
With the prevalence of streaming platforms, citing online video content is
increasingly common. Guidelines for online films or clips typically include
the title, creator or director, platform name, date of access, and a stable
URL if available. For example: Parasite, directed by Bong Joon-ho. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.example-streaming-service.com/parasite.
Ensuring the accessibility and specificity of the cited online source is key.

Citing Interviews and Archival Materials
Interviews and archival materials are fundamental to many film studies
research projects, offering primary source insights into filmmaking,
criticism, and reception. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed
instructions for citing these often unique and ephemeral sources accurately.

Personal Interviews
For personal interviews, the citation should include the interviewee's name,
the interviewer's name, the date of the interview, and the location or medium
through which it was conducted. If the interview is unpublished, it is
important to indicate its current disposition, such as being in the
possession of the researcher. A note might read: Interview with Agnes Varda
by the author, Paris, March 15, 2018. If the interview has been published or
is available online, the citation would reflect those details, similar to
other published works.



Archival Film Footage and Documents
Archival materials, such as film dailies, production documents, or
correspondence, require careful attribution to the archive where they are
housed. Citations should include the collection name, box and folder numbers,
the specific document or item, and the name of the archive. For example:
Production notes for 2001: A Space Odyssey, Box 12, Folder 3, Stanley Kubrick
Archive, University of the Arts London. This level of detail ensures that
other researchers can locate and consult the same materials.

Citing Secondary Sources in Film Studies
Secondary sources, including scholarly books and articles that analyze films,
film history, or theory, are crucial for contextualizing and supporting film
studies research. The Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines for citing these
conventional academic materials are well-established and straightforward.

Books on Film Theory and History
When citing a book, the citation should include the author's full name, the
title of the book (italicized), the publication city, publisher, and year of
publication. For example, a note citation for a book might look like: David
Bordwell and Kristin Thompson, Film History: An Introduction, 3rd ed. (New
York: McGraw-Hill, 2010), 78. The bibliography entry would follow a similar
format.

Journal Articles and Essays
Citing journal articles requires the author's name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
number, the year of publication, and the page numbers of the article. For
example: Rick Altman, "The Semiotics of a Gunshot: Sound in the Western,"
Journal of Popular Film and Television 25, no. 3 (Fall 1997): 120-28. If
citing a chapter in an edited book, the format would adapt to include the
book editor(s) and the chapter title.

Formatting Your Film Studies Paper in Chicago
Style
Beyond citations, the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive
guidelines for the overall formatting of academic papers, ensuring a
professional and consistent presentation. Adhering to these standards
enhances the readability and credibility of your film studies research.



Manuscript Preparation
Standard manuscript preparation under Chicago style includes double-spacing
for the entire text, including quotations and notes. Margins should be at
least 1 inch on all sides. Font choices should be standard and readable, such
as Times New Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size. Page numbers are
usually placed at the top right or bottom center of each page.

Incorporating Quotations
Short quotations (under five lines of prose or three lines of poetry) are
integrated into the text and enclosed in quotation marks. Longer quotations
are set off as block quotations, indented from the left margin, without
quotation marks, and double-spaced. This distinction helps to visually guide
the reader and emphasizes the source material. For film studies, quoting
dialogue from a film script or a critic's analysis would follow these rules.

Tables and Figures
If your film studies research includes tables or figures (e.g., scene
breakdowns, statistical data on audience reception, images of film posters),
Chicago style has specific formatting conventions. Tables are typically
numbered and titled above the table, with notes placed below. Figures are
numbered and titled below the image, with captions providing context and
source information. All tables and figures should be referenced in the text.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices
Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style for film studies research can
present challenges. Being aware of common pitfalls and adopting best
practices can significantly streamline the writing and editing process,
ensuring accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards.

Inconsistent Citation Formatting
One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in how sources are cited,
particularly when switching between notes-bibliography and author-date
systems, or when citing different types of media. It is crucial to consult
the Chicago Manual of Style consistently and to proofread meticulously for
any discrepancies in punctuation, capitalization, or the order of elements
within citations.



Plagiarism and Source Attribution
The cardinal rule of academic writing is to avoid plagiarism by properly
attributing all borrowed ideas, words, and data. For film studies, this means
meticulously citing not only textual sources but also visual and auditory
elements from films, interviews, and archival materials. When in doubt about
whether something needs a citation, it is always safer to provide one.

Use citation management software to organize your sources and generate
bibliographies.

Double-check all publication details, including author names, titles,
years, and page numbers.

Pay close attention to the subtle differences in formatting for notes
and bibliography entries.

When citing films, be precise about the director, year, and distributor.

For archival materials, ensure detailed information about the collection
and repository is included.

Proofread your work multiple times, focusing specifically on citation
accuracy and consistency.

Consult recent editions of the Chicago Manual of Style or authoritative
online resources for the most up-to-date guidelines.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using the Chicago
Manual of Style in film studies research?
A: The primary purpose of using the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) in film
studies research is to ensure academic rigor, clarity, and consistency in the
presentation of research and the attribution of sources. It provides a
standardized format for citations, bibliographies, and manuscript
preparation, which is essential for scholarly communication and for allowing
readers to verify and engage with the research presented.

Q: Can I use both the notes-bibliography and author-
date systems in the same film studies paper?
A: No, you should choose one of the two main Chicago style systems (notes-
bibliography or author-date) and apply it consistently throughout your entire
film studies paper. Switching between systems within a single document is not



permitted and will detract from the professionalism of your work.

Q: How do I cite a film that is available on
multiple streaming platforms?
A: When citing a film available on multiple streaming platforms, you should
cite the most stable or definitive version accessible to you. Include the
platform name, the date you accessed it, and a stable URL if one is provided.
If a specific streaming service is integral to your analysis (e.g.,
discussing its curated selection), you may choose to prioritize that platform
in your citation.

Q: What is the difference between a note-
bibliography and an author-date reference list for
film citations?
A: In the note-bibliography system, films are cited in footnotes or endnotes
with full details upon first mention, and shortened versions in subsequent
notes. The bibliography at the end lists all sources alphabetically. In the
author-date system, films are cited parenthetically in the text (e.g.,
Director Year), and the reference list at the end contains full bibliographic
entries for all cited works, alphabetized by director's last name or other
appropriate entry.

Q: How detailed should my citation be for a personal
interview with a filmmaker?
A: For a personal interview with a filmmaker, your Chicago style citation
should include the interviewee's name, the interviewer's name (often
yourself), the date the interview took place, and the location or medium of
the interview. If the interview is unpublished and you are the holder of the
recording or transcript, note that. If it has been published or is archived,
include those details as well.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing an
archival film print or collection in Chicago style?
A: When citing an archival film print or collection, it is crucial to include
the title of the film or document, the name of the collection it belongs to,
the specific box and folder numbers, and the name and location of the
archive. This level of detail ensures that another researcher can precisely
locate the material you consulted.



Q: How do I format a block quotation from a film
script according to Chicago style?
A: For a block quotation from a film script that exceeds four lines of prose
or three lines of verse, you should set it off from the main text by
indenting the entire quotation from the left margin. Do not use quotation
marks around the block quotation. The citation should follow directly after
the quotation, usually without a period.

Q: What is the best practice for citing online
articles or reviews about films?
A: For online articles or reviews about films, follow the standard Chicago
style for citing online periodicals. Include the author's name, the article
title (in quotation marks), the website or publication name (italicized), the
publication date, and a direct URL. Crucially, also include the date you
accessed the article, as online content can change or be removed.

Q: How can I avoid common citation errors when
researching film theory?
A: To avoid common citation errors when researching film theory, meticulously
consult the Chicago Manual of Style for each source type, pay close attention
to details like italicization and punctuation, and utilize citation
management software to ensure consistency. Proofreading your citations
specifically for accuracy before submission is a highly recommended practice.
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