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The Chicago Manual of Film Research Papers: A Comprehensive Guide to Chicago Manual Style

chicago manual film research papers chicago manual style is a critical consideration for anyone
undertaking academic work in film studies. Adhering to this meticulous citation and formatting guide
ensures clarity, credibility, and academic integrity in your research. This article will delve deep into the
nuances of applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) to film research, covering everything from
in-text citations and bibliographic entries for various film sources to formatting your paper for optimal
presentation. Understanding these principles is not just about following rules; it's about mastering a
system that facilitates clear communication and scholarly rigor within the discipline of film studies. We
will explore the fundamental aspects of CMOS relevant to film research, providing detailed
explanations and practical examples to empower you to produce polished, professional academic

papers.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Film Research

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive
instructions on grammar, punctuation, and citation. For film research, its application ensures that
scholarly work is presented in a consistent and authoritative manner. Film studies, as an academic
discipline, often engages with a vast array of source materials, including films themselves, interviews,
critical essays, books, and archival materials. CMOS offers a robust framework for navigating this

diverse landscape of evidence and argumentation.

When embarking on a film research paper, understanding the core tenets of CMOS is paramount. This
involves grasping the philosophy behind its citation methods — the distinction between notes-
bibliography style and author-date style — and how each can be effectively employed. For most
humanities disciplines, including film studies, the notes-bibliography system is generally preferred due
to its ability to incorporate extensive explanatory notes and detailed source information directly within

the text, thus enhancing the reader's experience.

Core Principles of Chicago Style in Film Research

At its heart, Chicago style emphasizes clarity and precision. This translates into specific guidelines for
how to present information and cite sources. For film research papers, this means meticulously

detailing the elements that constitute a film, including title, director, producer, studio, and release year.
The goal is to provide readers with all the necessary information to locate and understand the specific

works being discussed.

The two primary citation systems within CMOS are the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. While author-date is common in scientific fields, the notes-bibliography system is typically
favored in film studies. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the

text, followed by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. This allows for more detailed



commentary and discussion to be integrated without disrupting the main flow of the argument.

In-Text Citations: Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, sources are cited using superscript numbers embedded in the text,
corresponding to footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document. These
notes contain full bibliographic information for the first citation of a source, and shortened forms for
subsequent citations. For film, a footnote might include details like the film's title, director, and the

specific timestamp of the scene being referenced, providing immediate context for the reader.

The structure of these notes is crucial. For films, the initial note requires specific elements to be
presented in a particular order. For instance, the title of the film should be italicized, followed by the
director's name (often introduced with "directed by"), the production company, and the year of release.
Subsequent notes for the same source will be abbreviated, typically including the director's last name,

a shortened title, and the relevant page or timestamp.

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive Overview

The bibliography serves as a complete list of all sources consulted and cited in the research paper. It
is arranged alphabetically by the author's last name or by title if no author is listed. For film research
papers, the bibliography will include entries for films, books, articles, websites, and any other materials
used in the research. Each entry must follow a precise format to ensure consistency and aid in source

identification.

The organization of the bibliography is as important as the accuracy of its entries. For films, the entry
will typically begin with the film's title in italics, followed by the director, producer, studio, and release
year. If citing critical essays or scholarly works about films, these will be listed according to standard

book or journal article formats, respectively.



Citing Film and Audiovisual Materials

One of the most distinctive aspects of film research is the need to cite the films themselves as primary
sources. Chicago style provides clear guidelines for this. The key is to treat the film as a published

work, providing essential bibliographic details.

Formatting Film Citations in Notes

When citing a film in a footnote or endnote for the first time, the format generally includes the film's
title in italics, followed by the director's name, the production company, and the year of release. For

example: Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles (RKO Pictures, 1941).

If you are referencing a specific scene or moment, you should also include the timestamp. For

instance: Parasite, directed by Bong Joon-ho (CJ Entertainment, 2019), 00:52:30-00:54:15.

Formatting Film Citations in the Bibliography

The bibliographic entry for a film follows a similar structure but may include additional details
depending on the specific edition or version of the film being referenced. The core components remain

the title, director, production company, and year. For example:

e Welles, Orson, director. Citizen Kane. RKO Pictures, 1941.

¢ Bong Joon-ho, director. Parasite. CJ Entertainment, 2019.



If you are citing a film from a specific DVD or Blu-ray release, you might include details about the
distributor and release date of that particular version. For streaming services, the name of the service

and the date of access are often included.

Citing Secondary Sources in Film Research

Beyond films themselves, film research papers rely heavily on secondary sources such as books,
journal articles, and dissertations. CMOS provides established formats for these. For a book, you
would list the author's full name, the title of the book in italics, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For journal articles, you would include the author's name, the article title, the journal title in

italics, the volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication, along with page numbers.

¢ Belton, John. The Films of Alfred Hitchcock. Columbia University Press, 2000.

¢ Corrigan, Timothy. "The Melodrama of the Modern Subject." Film Quarterly 44, no. 4 (1991):
2-15.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Film Research Papers

Footnotes and endnotes are the backbone of the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style. They
serve to attribute information to its source, provide supplementary details, and engage in brief
digressions that might interrupt the main narrative of the paper. For film research, these notes are

indispensable for pinpointing specific moments in a film or for elaborating on critical interpretations.



Structure of a First Note

The first time a source is cited, the note will contain complete bibliographic information. For a film, as
previously mentioned, this includes the italicized title, director, production company, and release year.

For example:

1. Fellini, Federico, director. 8 1/2. Produzioni Cinematografiche Associate, 1963.

If you are citing a specific book or article, the first note will contain the author's full name, the title of

the work, publication details, and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Structure of Subsequent Notes

Subsequent citations of the same source use a shortened format. This typically includes the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title (especially if it's long or could be confused with other

works), and the page or timestamp. For example:

1. Fellini, 8 1/2, 01:15:00.

For books and articles, subsequent notes would look something like this:

1. Belton, The Films of Alfred Hitchcock, 78.



2. Corrigan, "Melodrama of the Modern Subject," 5.

Using shortened notes helps to keep the footnotes or endnotes concise while still providing enough

information for the reader to identify the source and locate it in the bibliography.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style Film Papers

The bibliography is a critical component of any Chicago style paper, serving as a comprehensive
directory of all the sources that a researcher has consulted and cited. For film research, this section is
particularly important as it lists not only academic texts but also the films that form the basis of the

analysis.

Elements of a Bibliographic Entry for a Film

A standard bibliographic entry for a film in Chicago style typically includes the film's title (italicized),
followed by the director, producer (optional but often helpful), studio, and year of release. The order is

crucial for clarity and consistency.

¢ Hitchcock, Alfred, director. Psycho. Paramount Pictures, 1960.

¢ Villeneuve, Denis, director. Blade Runner 2049. Warner Bros. Pictures, Alcon Entertainment,

Columbia Pictures, Scott Free Productions, 2017.

When citing a film from a streaming platform, the entry might be adapted to include the platform name



and access date, though the core film information remains paramount.

Elements of Bibliographic Entries for Other Sources

The bibliography will also include entries for books, journal articles, websites, and other scholarly or

primary materials. These follow standard Chicago style formats:

* Books: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year.

e Journal Articles: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.

Issue (Year): Page numbers.

» Websites: Author's Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Web Page." Title of Overall
Website. Publisher (if different from website title). Last modified or Copyright Date. Accessed

Access Date.

Ensuring that every entry in the bibliography is formatted precisely according to CMOS guidelines is

essential for the paper's overall credibility and adherence to academic standards.

Formatting Your Film Research Paper

Beyond citation, the physical presentation of your film research paper adheres to specific formatting
guidelines within the Chicago Manual of Style. These conventions contribute to the professionalism

and readability of your work, making it easier for instructors and peers to engage with your arguments.



General Manuscript Formatting

Chicago style generally recommends double-spacing the entire manuscript, including the title page,
text, block quotations, notes, and bibliography. Margins should typically be one inch on all sides. The

font should be easily readable, such as Times New Roman, 12-point size.

A title page is usually required, though its specific content may vary based on instructor preference. It
typically includes the paper title, the author's name, the course name and number, the instructor's
name, and the date. Some instructors may prefer a title page without the author's name if the paper is

to be submitted anonymously.

Structuring Your Paper

A typical film research paper in Chicago style will include the following sections:

» Title Page

Introduction: Presenting your thesis and overview of the paper.

Body Paragraphs: Developing your arguments with evidence from films and secondary sources.

Conclusion: Summarizing key points and offering final thoughts, without introducing new

information.

Notes (if using footnotes) or Endnotes

Bibliography



Block quotations, which are longer than four typed lines, should be indented from the left margin and

single-spaced, with no quotation marks. This visually distinguishes them from the main text.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style Film

Papers

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style for film research can present unique challenges. One
common hurdle is accurately citing various forms of film distribution, such as original theatrical

releases versus home video or streaming versions, each of which might have subtly different details.

Handling Different Film Versions

When citing a film, it's important to be as specific as possible about the version you viewed. If you are
using a director's cut or a restoration, this information should be noted. For example, if citing a specific

commentary track on a DVD, this detail would be included in the note or bibliography entry.

If the film is from a streaming service, it is advisable to note the platform (e.g., Netflix, Hulu) and the
date of access, as streaming content can be updated or removed. This practice mirrors the principles

of citing other online sources and ensures reproducibility of your research.

Citing Archival and Non-Standard Film Sources

Film research may also involve archival footage, interviews, or unpublished scripts. Chicago style

accommodates these by emphasizing the most identifying information available. For archival materials,



include details about the archive, collection, and specific item identifier. For unpublished scripts,

provide author, title, and location.

The principle remains consistent: provide enough information for the reader to locate the source
material. If standard formatting guidelines do not perfectly fit a unique source, consult the CMOS for

guidance on adapting formats logically, always prioritizing clarity and completeness.

Advanced Applications and Specialized Sources

Film research often extends beyond simply analyzing narrative feature films. Researchers may engage
with documentaries, short films, experimental cinema, television series, and even video games.
Chicago style provides frameworks, though sometimes requiring adaptation, for citing these diverse

media.

Documentaries and Short Films

The citation format for documentaries and short films is largely the same as for feature films,
emphasizing title, director, production company, and year. The key is to ensure that the primary

creator (often the director or producer) is credited, and the work is clearly identified.

For short films, especially those found online or in anthologies, including the platform or collection
name and relevant dates becomes even more critical for accurate identification and retrieval by the

reader.

Television Series and Video Games



Citing television series involves specifying the episode title, season, episode number, and the network
or streaming service. For video games, the title, developer, publisher, and release year are essential.
CMOS, while not always having explicit templates for every emerging media format, encourages a
logical and consistent application of its principles, focusing on identifying the creator, title, and

publication/distribution details.

The goal with any specialized source is to provide the reader with a clear pathway to access and verify

the material, thereby strengthening the academic rigor of your film research paper.

The Importance of Consistency and Accuracy

The overarching principle in applying the Chicago Manual of Style to film research papers is the
unwavering commitment to consistency and accuracy. Even minor deviations, when replicated

throughout a paper, can undermine its scholarly authority and introduce confusion for the reader.

Before submitting your paper, conduct a thorough review of all citations and bibliographic entries.
Ensure that every footnote or endnote corresponds to an entry in the bibliography, and that the
formatting is uniform across all instances. Paying close attention to details like punctuation,

capitalization, and italicization will elevate the quality of your work.

Ultimately, mastering Chicago style for film research is not merely about adhering to a set of rules; it is
about developing a meticulous approach to scholarly communication. This careful attention to detail
allows your analysis of film to be presented with the clarity, credibility, and professionalism that

academic discourse demands.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by the Chicago

Manual of Style for film research papers?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) primarily recommends the notes-bibliography system for film
research papers. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text,

followed by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper.

Q: How should | cite a specific film in a footnote for the first time

according to Chicago Manual Style?

A: For the first citation of a film in a footnote, you should include the film's title in italics, followed by
"directed by," the director's name, the production company, and the year of release. For example:

Casablanca, directed by Michael Curtiz (Warner Bros., 1942).

Q: What information is crucial for a bibliographic entry of a film in

Chicago Manual Style?

A: A bibliographic entry for a film in Chicago Manual Style typically includes the film's title in italics, the
director's name, and the production company and year of release. For example: Curtiz, Michael,

director. Casablanca. Warner Bros., 1942.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or moment from a film using Chicago

Manual Style?

A: When citing a specific scene or moment from a film, you should include the timestamp in addition to
the standard citation details. For instance, in a footnote: Parasite, directed by Bong Joon-ho (CJ

Entertainment, 2019), 00:45:10-00:47:05.



Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a Chicago Manual Style

film research paper?

A: The bibliography in a Chicago Manual Style film research paper serves as a complete list of all
sources consulted and cited. It is alphabetized and provides full bibliographic information for each

source, allowing readers to easily locate and verify the materials used in the research.

Q: How do | cite a scholarly article about a film in a Chicago Manual

Style film research paper?

A: To cite a scholarly article about a film in Chicago Manual Style, you would follow the standard
format for journal articles: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. For example: Butler, Judith. "Grief Is a Force of Politics." Review of

Education/Pedagogy/Cultural Studies 36, no. 3 (2014): 223-37.

Q: What are the general formatting guidelines for a Chicago Manual
Style research paper, including margins and spacing?

A: Generally, a Chicago Manual Style research paper should be double-spaced throughout, including
the text, notes, and bibliography. Margins should be set at one inch on all sides, and a readable font

like 12-point Times New Roman is recommended.

Q: Should I include the director's name if | am citing a film in my
bibliography and it is the primary creator?

A: Yes, when citing a film in your bibliography in Chicago Manual Style, if the director is considered
the primary creator, their name is typically listed first, followed by the film title. For example: Welles,

Orson, director. Citizen Kane. RKO Pictures, 1941.



Q: How should | handle citing films from streaming services in a

Chicago Manual Style paper?

A: When citing films from streaming services, it's recommended to include the name of the platform
(e.g., Netflix, Hulu) and the date of access. The core film citation details (title, director, production
company, year) remain essential. For example: Villeneuve, Denis, director. Blade Runner 2049.
Warner Bros. Pictures, Alcon Entertainment, Columbia Pictures, Scott Free Productions, 2017.

Accessed October 26, 2023.

Q: What is the difference between footnotes and endnotes in the

Chicago Manual Style?

A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, both footnotes and endnotes are acceptable for citations. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, while endnotes are compiled at the end

of the document. The content of the notes is the same; only their placement differs.
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