chicago manual film research citation

Understanding Chicago Manual Film Research
Citation

Chicago manual film research citation is an essential skill for any academic or
researcher delving into the world of cinema. Properly citing film ensures that your work is
credible, allows readers to locate your sources, and adheres to academic integrity
standards. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of how to navigate the
complexities of citing films according to The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering
both notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems. We will explore the fundamental
elements of film citations, specific examples for various media formats, and common
challenges encountered when documenting cinematic works. Mastering these citation
principles will enhance the clarity and authority of your film-related research papers,
essays, and scholarly articles.
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Introduction to Chicago Style Film Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a robust framework for academic citation, and
its guidelines for citing films are designed to be thorough and adaptable. Whether you are
a student writing a film studies paper or a scholar conducting in-depth research,



understanding how to accurately attribute cinematic works is paramount. CMOS
recognizes that films, like books and articles, are intellectual property that deserve proper
acknowledgment. This section will introduce the fundamental principles behind citing
films in Chicago style, setting the stage for more detailed explanations to follow.

Adherence to a consistent citation style like CMOS is crucial for academic rigor. It not only
prevents plagiarism but also allows your audience to trace the origins of your information,
fostering transparency in your research. Film citation in Chicago style requires attention
to detail regarding the director, producer, distributor, release year, and often the specific
version or format of the film being referenced.

Core Elements of a Film Citation

Regardless of the specific Chicago style system employed (notes-and-bibliography or
author-date), certain core elements are consistently required for an accurate film citation.
These elements help identify the specific work and provide enough information for
retrieval. Understanding these components is the first step toward mastering film citation.

Essential Bibliographic Information

The foundational pieces of information for any film citation include the title of the film,
typically italicized. Beyond the title, the director is almost always included, as they are the
primary creative force behind the work. Producers are also often noted, as their role in
bringing the film to fruition is significant. The year of release is another critical piece of
data, distinguishing between different versions or remakes.

Distributor and Release Details

The distributor of the film is important because it indicates the entity responsible for its
initial release and distribution. This can be especially relevant when citing older films or
films from specific geographical regions. The studio or production company can also be

included, offering further context about the film's origin and backing.

Format and Access Information

For films viewed in contemporary settings, citing the format is crucial. This includes
specifying whether the film was watched via DVD, Blu-ray, streaming service (and the
specific service), or a downloaded file. If accessed online, the URL or platform where the
film was viewed should be provided. This detail helps researchers locate the exact version
you consulted.



Citing Films in the Notes-and-Bibliography
System

The notes-and-bibliography system, often favored in history and some humanities fields,
uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the paper.
Citing films within this system requires careful formatting for both the notes and the
bibliography entry.

Footnote/Endnote Format for Films

In a footnote or endnote, the primary information presented will be the director’s name,
followed by the film title (italicized), the distributor, and the release year. Specific details
such as actors or other crew members may be included if they are particularly relevant to
your argument. If you are referencing a specific scene or segment, you would also include
the timestamp.

For example, a footnote might look like this:

e Note: Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Psycho (Universal Pictures, 1960).

Bibliography Entry Format for Films

The bibliography entry for a film is more comprehensive and follows a standardized
structure. It typically begins with the director's last name, then first name, followed by the
film title (italicized), the distributor, and the release year. Information about principal
actors can also be included here for greater detail.

A typical bibliography entry for a film would be:

e Hitchcock, Alfred, director. Psycho. Produced by Alfred Hitchcock. Universal
Pictures, 1960.

Citing Films in the Author-Date System

The author-date system, common in social sciences, relies on in-text parenthetical
citations that include the author's last name and the publication year. A reference list at
the end of the document provides full publication details. For films, the director often
serves as the "author."



In-Text Citations in Author-Date Style

In the author-date system, the in-text citation for a film would typically include the
director's last name and the release year in parentheses. If the director's name is
mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be included in the parentheses. Specific
scenes or quotes would require a timestamp.

An example of an in-text citation:

¢ (Hitchcock 1960)

Reference List Entry for Films

The reference list entry in the author-date system is similar to the bibliography entry in
the notes-and-bibliography system, but the order and emphasis might shift slightly. The
director's name (treated as the author), the film title (italicized), the distributor, and the
release year are all essential. Again, producers and key actors can be included.

A reference list entry would appear as:

e Hitchcock, Alfred, director. 1960. Psycho. Universal Pictures.

Specific Examples for Different Film Media

The way you cite a film can vary depending on how you accessed it. CMOS provides
guidelines for citing films from physical media, streaming services, and even online
archives.

Citing Films on DVD or Blu-ray

When citing a film from a DVD or Blu-ray, include information about the disc itself. This
often involves the format, the studio that released the disc, and potentially the region code
if relevant to your research.

Example (Notes-and-Bibliography):

e Note: Directed by Bong Joon-ho, Parasite (Blu-ray), Neon, 2019.



Example (Bibliography):

e Bong Joon-ho, director. Parasite. Blu-ray. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. Neon, 2019.

Citing Films from Streaming Services

Citing films accessed through streaming platforms requires identifying the platform and, if
possible, the specific date of access. This is because streaming content can be updated or
removed.

Example (Notes-and-Bibliography):

e Note: Directed by Greta Gerwig, Lady Bird, Netflix, 2017. Viewed March 15, 2023.

Example (Bibliography):

e Gerwig, Greta, director. Lady Bird. Netflix, 2017. Viewed March 15, 2023.

Citing Films from Online Archives or Databases

For films found in academic databases or online archives, you should cite the specific URL
and the date of access. This ensures reproducibility of your research, especially if the
content is behind a paywall or requires institutional access.

Example (Notes-and-Bibliography):

e Note: Directed by Fritz Lang, Metropolis, The Criterion Channel, accessed March
16, 2023, https://www.criterion.com/current/videos/103-metropolis.

Example (Bibliography):

e Lang, Fritz, director. Metropolis. The Criterion Channel. Accessed March 16, 2023.
https://www.criterion.com/current/videos/103-metropolis.



Documenting Film Elements: Beyond the Main
Feature

Film research often extends beyond just citing the main feature. Documentaries, short
films, and even specific sequences within a film require careful citation to maintain
academic integrity.

Citing Documentaries

Documentaries are cited much like narrative films, with the director and title being
primary. However, the specific subject matter or the unique investigative nature of a
documentary might warrant additional details in the citation, such as the main subjects
interviewed or the focus of the investigation.

Example (Notes-and-Bibliography):

e Note: Directed by Joshua Oppenheimer, The Act of Killing, Drafthouse Films, 2012.

Citing Short Films

Short films, whether screened independently or as part of a compilation, need to be
clearly identified. If the short film is part of a larger collection, the citation should reflect
both the short film and its container.

Example (Notes-and-Bibliography):

e Note: Directed by Wes Anderson, Hotel Chevalier, 2007. Available on YouTube,
viewed March 17, 2023.

Citing Specific Scenes or Sequences

When you are analyzing a particular scene or sequence, it is crucial to provide a
timestamp to guide your reader directly to the relevant part of the film. This precision is
vital for detailed textual analysis.

Example (Notes-and-Bibliography):

e Note: The iconic shower scene in Psycho occurs between 00:50:11 and 00:51:30.



Common Challenges in Film Citation

Citing films can present unique challenges due to the collaborative nature of filmmaking
and the evolving landscape of media distribution. Navigating these complexities is part of
becoming proficient in Chicago style film research citation.

Attribution of Authorship

In film, "authorship" is often debated. While the director is typically treated as the primary
author, the roles of screenwriters, producers, and even actors can be significant. CMOS
allows for flexibility here, encouraging researchers to attribute authorship in a way that
best reflects the creative agency relevant to their argument.

Variations in Film Titles and Versions

Films may have different titles in different countries, or multiple versions (e.g., director's
cut, theatrical release, extended edition). It is essential to use the title under which you
viewed the film and to note any significant variations if they are relevant to your analysis.

Archival and Obscure Films

Citing films from archives or those that are less widely distributed can be challenging due
to limited availability of bibliographic information. In such cases, provide as much detail
as possible, including any archival accession numbers or collection details. Always
prioritize providing enough information for the reader to potentially locate the film.

Conclusion

Effectively citing films using The Chicago Manual of Style is a skill that enhances the
credibility and clarity of your academic work. By understanding the core elements of film
citations, adhering to the specific formatting requirements of the notes-and-bibliography
and author-date systems, and being mindful of different media formats, you can
confidently document your cinematic sources. The ability to accurately cite films, whether
they are widely acclaimed features or obscure archival pieces, is fundamental to rigorous
film research and contributes to the broader scholarly conversation.



FAQ

Q: What is the most important element to include when
citing a film in Chicago style?

A: The most important element is the film's title, which should always be italicized. Beyond
that, the director's name and the year of release are critical for identification.

Q: How do I cite a film if I watched it on a streaming
service like Netflix or Hulu?

A: You should include the name of the streaming service and the date you accessed the
film. The general format is similar to citing any other source from the web.

Q: Can I cite a film without a director?

A: While most films have a credited director, if a film is an anthology or has an unknown
director, you would adjust your citation accordingly, perhaps attributing it to the producer
or compiler, and noting the absence of a director.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote/endnote
citation and a bibliography entry for a film in Chicago
style?

A: Footnotes/endnotes provide a concise in-text citation, while the bibliography entry
offers more comprehensive details about the film, including producers, distributor, and
release year, in a standardized format.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or moment from a
film?

A: You should include the timestamp (e.g., 00:15:30-00:17:00) in your citation to direct the
reader to the exact location of the scene within the film.

Q: Should I include the names of actors in my film
citations?

A: Including principal actors is optional but can be beneficial if their performance or
presence is central to your research or argument. CMOS allows for this inclusion in both
notes and bibliographies.



Q: What if the film I'm citing has been released in
multiple versions (e.g., director's cut, theatrical
release)?

A: You should cite the specific version you viewed and, if relevant to your argument, note
that it is a particular cut or version. For example, "Blade Runner: The Final Cut."
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