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The Chicago Manual of Style: Endnote Reference Format Examples Explained

chicago manual endnote reference format examples are crucial for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and enabling readers to locate sources. Mastering the endnote system, a key
component of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is essential for students, researchers, and anyone
adhering to this widely respected citation style. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
creating accurate endnote citations, covering a variety of source types. We will explore the fundamental
principles, common pitfalls, and provide clear, step-by-step examples for books, journal articles, websites,
and more, ensuring your academic integrity and clarity of information. Understanding these formats is not
just about following rules; it's about contributing to the scholarly conversation with precision and respect
for original works.
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Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. This article focuses exclusively on the Notes and Bibliography system,
which utilizes endnotes (or footnotes) for in-text citations. In this system, a superscript number is placed in
the text immediately after the information or quotation that needs to be cited. This number corresponds to a
corresponding numbered entry in the endnote section at the end of the document. The endnotes provide
the full bibliographic details of the source, allowing readers to identify and retrieve the original material.
This method is particularly favored in disciplines like history, literature, and the arts, where extensive
quotation and historical context are common.

The primary purpose of the endnote system is to acknowledge the sources used and to prevent plagiarism.
Beyond attribution, endnotes also serve to provide additional commentary or digressions that might disrupt
the flow of the main text. This dual functionality makes the CMOS endnote system a powerful tool for
writers who wish to engage deeply with their sources while maintaining a polished and coherent



narrative. The detailed information provided in the endnotes allows for a more thorough understanding of
the research underpinning the work. Precision in formatting is paramount to avoid ambiguity and to
uphold academic standards.

Basic Elements of a Chicago Endnote

Regardless of the source type, most Chicago-style endnotes share common elements. These elements are
arranged in a specific order and are punctuated in a particular way to ensure consistency. The core
components typically include the author's name, the title of the work, publication details (such as the place
of publication, publisher, and year), and specific location information like page numbers. Understanding
how these elements are presented and what constitutes each part is fundamental to constructing accurate
endnotes.

The author's name is usually listed in the format First Name Last Name in the endnote, unlike in the
bibliography where it is reversed (Last Name, First Name). The title of a book is italicized, while the title
of an article within a larger work (like a journal or magazine) is enclosed in quotation marks. Publication
details follow the title, and the page number(s) cited in the text are included at the end of the note.
Punctuation is crucial; commas, periods, and parentheses all play specific roles in delineating the different
pieces of information within the endnote. A full citation typically appears the first time a source is
referenced, while subsequent citations of the same source may be shortened.

Examples of Chicago Manual Endnote Reference Format

This section provides detailed examples of how to format endnotes for various common source types
according to the Chicago Manual of Style. Adhering to these specific formats ensures consistency and
professionalism in your academic writing.

Books

Citing a book in Chicago style endnotes requires specific information about the author, title, and publication.
The format for a first-time citation differs slightly from subsequent citations of the same work. Pay close
attention to punctuation and the inclusion of specific details like the publisher and year of publication.

First Citation of a Book:

This includes the author's first name and last name, the title of the book in italics, the place of



publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Example:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York:
Vintage Books, 1995), 31.

Subsequent Citation of a Book:

Once a book has been fully cited, subsequent references can be shortened. This typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by
the same author), and the page number(s).

Example:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 158.

Book with Multiple Authors:

For books with two or three authors, all authors' names are typically included in the first citation.
For more than three authors, you can list the first author followed by "et al."

Example (Two Authors):

3. Michael Pollan and Kurt Andersen, The Food Reformation: How to Eat Well in a World of Big
Food (New York: Penguin Press, 2019), 78.

Example (More than Three Authors):

4. John Smith et al., A Comprehensive History of the City (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 210.

Edited Book:

When citing a work that has been edited rather than authored by the person whose name appears on
the cover, the editor's role is indicated.

Example:



5. Edward Said, Orientalism, ed. Sarah Khan (London: Penguin Books, 2003), 122.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source in academic research. The endnote format for journal articles includes
author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page range. Specific
formatting for journal titles and article titles is crucial.

First Citation of a Journal Article:

This includes the author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the name of the journal in
italics, the volume number, the issue number, the publication date, and the specific page number(s)
cited.

Example:

6. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies
45, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 185.

Subsequent Citation of a Journal Article:

Similar to books, subsequent citations are shortened, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened article title if needed, and the page number.

Example:

7. Doe, "Digital Media," 192.

Article from an Online Journal (with DOI):

When citing an article accessed online that has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), the DOI is included
in the citation. The DOI provides a persistent link to the article.

Example:

8. John Smith, "Quantum Computing Breakthroughs," Science Today 10, no. 1 (January 2023): 55.



doi:10.1038/s41586-023-05700-x.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail, as website structures and content can change. It's
important to include as much identifying information as possible, including the author (if available), title of
the specific page, name of the website, and the URL. Including an access date is also recommended for
online sources.

Web Page with Author:

This format includes the author's name, the title of the specific page in quotation marks, the name of
the overall website in italics, and the URL, followed by the access date.

Example:

9. Sarah Lee, "Understanding Climate Change Models," National Geographic, accessed October 26,
2023, https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/climate-change-models.

Web Page without Author:

If no individual author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the specific page, followed by the
website name and the URL and access date.

Example:

10. "The History of the Internet," History.com, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/history-of-the-internet.

Online News Article:

Similar to regular articles, but accessed online. Include author, article title, publication name,
publication date, and URL.

Example:



11. David Chen, "New Developments in Artificial Intelligence," The New York Times, October 25,
2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/25/technology/ai-developments.html.

Other Common Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, writers often need to cite a variety of other sources, including magazine
articles, newspaper articles, dissertations, and more. Each of these has specific formatting requirements
within the Chicago endnote system.

Magazine Article:

For magazine articles, include the author, article title in quotation marks, magazine name in italics,
date of publication, and page number(s).

Example:

12. Emily Carter, "The Future of Renewable Energy," Time, October 16, 2023, 45.

Newspaper Article:

Similar to magazine articles, but usually with a more specific date (including the day).

Example:

13. Robert Johnson, "Local Elections See High Turnout," Chicago Tribune, October 24, 2023, sec. B, p.
3.

Dissertation or Thesis:

When citing a dissertation or thesis, include the author, the title of the dissertation in italics, the type
of work (e.g., PhD diss., MA thesis), the university, and the year of completion. Include page
numbers if citing specific parts.

Example:

14. Maria Garcia, A Study of Urban Gentrification (PhD diss., University of Illinois Urbana-



Champaign, 2022), 88.

Conference Paper:

For a paper presented at a conference, cite the author, the title of the paper in quotation marks, the
name of the conference, the location, and the date of the conference, along with page numbers if
applicable.

Example:

15. Alex Kim, "Innovations in Sustainable Architecture," presented at the International Conference
on Urban Planning, Paris, France, June 15, 2023, paper 7.

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Endnote reference format examples requires practice and attention to
detail. The consistent application of these rules ensures that your work is credible and that your readers can
easily trace your research. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive
guidance, as styles can evolve. By diligently applying these formats, you contribute to the scholarly
integrity of your writing and demonstrate a deep respect for the sources that inform your work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an endnote in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
citation is made, while endnotes are compiled in a numbered list at the end of the document, chapter, or
entire work. Both serve the same purpose of providing citation information and/or commentary.

Q: When should I use a full citation versus a shortened citation in my
endnotes?
A: The first time you cite a particular source, you should use the full bibliographic information in your
endnote. For all subsequent citations of that same source, you can use a shortened version that typically
includes the author's last name, a brief title (if needed to distinguish from other works by the same author),
and the page number.



Q: How do I cite a source that I found through another source, known as a
secondary source?
A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, you should try to consult the original source whenever
possible. However, if that is not feasible, you can cite the secondary source by providing information about
both the original and the secondary source, noting that you are citing it indirectly. An example might look
like: John Smith, Original Work, quoted in Jane Doe, Secondary Work (Place: Publisher, Year), page
number.

Q: What is the role of the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) in Chicago style
endnotes?
A: The DOI is a unique alphanumeric string that identifies a digital object, such as an online journal article.
When available, the DOI should be included in the endnote as it provides a stable and persistent link to the
source, even if URLs change. It is typically placed at the end of the citation.

Q: How do I format the URL for a website in my endnotes?
A: When citing web pages, you include the full URL. While not always required by CMOS, it is often
recommended to also include the date you accessed the page, as online content can be dynamic. The URL
should be presented as a direct link that the reader can follow.

Q: What if a source has no publication date?
A: If a source lacks a publication date, Chicago style suggests using "n.d." (for no date) in place of the year.
This should be clearly indicated in your endnote citation.

Q: How should I handle multiple works by the same author in my
endnotes?
A: When you have multiple works by the same author, you must use a shortened title in subsequent
citations to differentiate between them. The shortened title should be italicized for books and placed in
quotation marks for articles. The author's last name followed by the shortened title is standard practice.

Q: Is there a difference in endnote formatting for e-books versus print
books?
A: While the core information remains the same (author, title, publisher, year), citing e-books might



include additional information such as a vendor (like Kindle or Google Play) and the DOI or URL if it's a
stable link. The Chicago Manual of Style generally prefers citing the print version if it exists, but adapts
when only an electronic version is available.
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