chicago manual endnote citation examples

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected and comprehensive guide for academic and
professional writing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. When it comes to citing
sources, the manual offers two primary systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. This article will
delve deeply into the notes-bibliography system, focusing specifically on Chicago manual endnote
citation examples, which are crucial for maintaining academic integrity and providing readers with
clear attribution. Understanding the nuances of endnote formatting is essential for avoiding
plagiarism and demonstrating thorough research. We will explore the structure of endnotes, their
relationship to the bibliography, and provide detailed examples for various source types. Mastery of
these examples will empower you to craft impeccably cited papers.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Endnote
System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic writing, and its
notes-bibliography system is a cornerstone for scholars and students. This system relies on
numbered notes—either footnotes or endnotes—placed at the end of the document, corresponding to
superscript numbers within the text. These notes serve a dual purpose: they identify the source of
borrowed information and can also contain supplementary material or commentary that might
interrupt the flow of the main text. When using endnotes, the numbered references appear in a
dedicated section at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. This approach allows for detailed
attribution without cluttering the narrative, making it an excellent choice for complex research
papers and dissertations.

The fundamental principle behind endnotes in Chicago style is to provide sufficient information for a
reader to locate the original source. This means capturing essential bibliographic details in a
standardized format. While the first mention of a source in the notes typically includes full
bibliographic information, subsequent references to the same source are often shortened for brevity.
Mastering these conventions is key to producing a polished and credible academic work. The clarity
and consistency of your endnote citations directly reflect the rigor of your research.



The Anatomy of a Chicago Endnote

A typical Chicago-style endnote for a published work generally includes several key components,
presented in a specific order. While the exact punctuation and capitalization can vary slightly
depending on the source type, the core elements remain consistent. Understanding this structure is
the first step to correctly formatting your citations.

Essential Components of an Endnote

Each endnote aims to provide enough information for retrieval of the source. The primary
components usually include:

e Author(s) name(s)
e Title of the work
e Publication information (place, publisher, year)

e Specific location of the cited material (page numbers)

The order and formatting of these elements are critical. For instance, author names are typically
listed with the first name first in notes, unlike the bibliography where the last name is inverted for
the first author. Punctuation, such as commas, periods, and parentheses, plays a significant role in
distinguishing these components. For example, the title of a book is italicized, while the title of an
article within a journal is enclosed in quotation marks. Page numbers are crucial for directing the
reader to the exact location of the information.

Book Citation Examples in Endnotes

Citing books in endnotes is a fundamental skill for researchers. The format will vary slightly
depending on whether it's a single-author work, edited volume, or a specific chapter. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for each scenario.

Single-Author Book

For a book written by a single author, the endnote will include the author's full name, the title of the
book in italics, publication details, and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

e Example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 45.



In this example, "Jane Doe" is the author, "The History of Citation Styles" is the italicized title,
"Chicago" is the place of publication, "University of Chicago Press" is the publisher, "2020" is the
year of publication, and "45" is the specific page number cited. Subsequent citations to this same
book would be shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(if necessary), and the page number.

Edited Book

When citing an entire edited book, you will include the editor(s) name(s) instead of the author's. The
format will indicate their role as an editor.

e Example: 2. John Smith, ed., A Collection of Essays on Modern Literature (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2018).

If you are citing a specific chapter within an edited book, you will cite the chapter author and title,
followed by the edited book's title and publication information.

e Example: 3. Mary Johnson, "The Evolution of Narrative," in A Collection of Essays on Modern
Literature, ed. John Smith (New York: Oxford University Press, 2018), 112-130.

Subsequent Citations

For sources that have already been cited in full, Chicago style allows for shortened citations in
subsequent endnotes. This prevents redundancy and makes the notes more concise.

e Example (for the single-author book mentioned earlier): 4. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 78.

e Example (for the chapter mentioned earlier): 5. Johnson, "Evolution of Narrative," 115.

Journal Article Citation Examples in Endnotes

Journal articles are a common source in academic writing, and their citation in endnotes follows
specific Chicago style guidelines. The key distinction is that the article title is in quotation marks,
while the journal title is italicized.

Full Journal Article Citation

A complete endnote for a journal article includes the author's name, the article title in quotation
marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page



range of the article, followed by the specific page(s) cited.

e Example: 6. Emily Davis, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2021): 220-245, accessed October 26, 2023,
d0i:10.1080/12345678.2021.987654.

Note the inclusion of the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if available, which is highly recommended for
online journal articles as it provides a persistent link. The access date is also important for online
resources.

Subsequent Journal Article Citations

Similar to books, subsequent citations of journal articles are shortened to improve readability.

e Example: 7. Davis, "Social Media," 235.

If the author has multiple articles in the same journal, or multiple articles with the same title, you
might need to include a more descriptive shortened title to distinguish them. The goal is always
clarity and ease of retrieval for the reader.

Website and Online Resource Citation Examples in
Endnotes

Citing online resources requires attention to detail, as the information available can vary. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing websites, online articles, and other digital
content.

Webpage Citation

When citing a specific webpage, include the author (if known), the title of the page, the website's
name, and the URL. It's also advisable to include the date of publication or last update, and the date
you accessed the page.

e Example: 8. "About Us," Wikipedia, last modified November 15, 2023,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About.

If an author is not clearly identified, you can begin with the title of the specific page or the website
itself. The access date is particularly crucial for online content, as it can change or disappear.



Online Article (No Print Equivalent)
For articles published online that do not have a print counterpart, the citation format is similar to a

webpage but emphasizes the article's specific title.

e Example: 9. Michael Brown, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," TechToday, January 10,
2022, https://www.techtoday.com/future-of-ai.

Including the URL and access date ensures that the reader can locate the exact information you
consulted. If the article has a DOI, it should be included instead of the URL for greater stability.

Other Common Source Type Examples in Endnotes

Beyond books and journal articles, academic research often involves a wider array of sources, each
requiring specific citation formats in Chicago endnotes.

Newspaper Article

When citing a newspaper article, include the author's name (if bylined), the article title, the
newspaper name in italics, the date of publication, and the page number(s). For online newspaper
articles, include the URL and access date.

e Example: 10. Sarah Lee, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune, October
25,2023, B3.

e Example (online): 11. David Chen, "Tech Giants Announce New Sustainability Initiative," The
New York Times, October 24, 2023,
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/24/business/tech-sustainability.html.

Dissertation or Thesis

Citing a dissertation or thesis involves identifying the author, the title of the work in italics, its type
(e.g., PhD dissertation, master's thesis), the institution, and the year of completion. If accessed
online, include the database or repository and URL.

e Example: 12. Emily Watson, The Impact of Urban Green Spaces on Mental Health (PhD
dissertation, University of Chicago, 2022).

e Example (online): 13. John Miller, Analysis of Climate Change Data Patterns (Master's thesis,
Stanford University, 2021), ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global.



Conference Paper

For conference papers, cite the author, the paper title in quotation marks, the name of the
conference, the location, and the date, followed by the page number(s) if available.

e Example: 14. Robert Green, "Innovations in Renewable Energy Storage," presented at the
International Conference on Sustainable Technologies, Berlin, Germany, September 15, 2023.

Variations and Special Cases in Endnote Formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style acknowledges that not all sources fit neatly into standard categories.
There are specific rules for less common formats and situations that require careful application of
the principles outlined in the manual.

Works with Multiple Authors

For works with two or three authors, list all their names in the endnote. For works with more than
three authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and others).

e Example (two authors): 15. William Jones and Sarah Brown, The Art of Research (London:
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019), 99.

e Example (four authors): 16. P. R. Adams et al., Advanced Statistics for Social Sciences (Boston:
Pearson, 2017), 150.

Works with Corporate Authors

If an organization or corporation is the author, list its name in place of an individual author's name.

e Example: 17. World Health Organization, Global Health Report 2022 (Geneva: WHO, 2022),
30.

Legal and Government Documents

These have highly specialized citation formats that are detailed in the Chicago Manual of Style. For
instance, citing a court case or a government report involves specific terminology and structure.

e Example (statute): 18. Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq. (1963).



e Example (court case): 19. Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803).

These examples illustrate the commitment of Chicago style to providing precise attribution for a vast
range of source materials, ensuring scholarly rigor. When in doubt, consulting the latest edition of
the Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive approach.

The Relationship Between Endnotes and the
Bibliography

While endnotes provide immediate citation within the text, they are almost always accompanied by a
bibliography at the end of the paper. The bibliography lists all the sources cited in the endnotes,
presented in alphabetical order by author's last name. The format of bibliography entries is similar
to endnotes but with key differences, most notably the inversion of the first author's name (last name
first) and the omission of specific page numbers for the citation, instead listing the full page range of
the work.

The endnote system is designed to be comprehensive and flexible. The first full citation of a source
in the endnotes provides all the necessary bibliographic data, allowing a reader to find the source
without needing to consult the bibliography. Subsequent citations are shortened for conciseness,
relying on the full entry in the bibliography for complete details. This synergy between endnotes and
the bibliography ensures that readers have both immediate access to the source of information and a
complete overview of all consulted materials.

This layered approach to citation is a hallmark of the Chicago Manual of Style, promoting both
clarity and depth in academic discourse. By mastering the nuances of Chicago manual endnote
citation examples, writers can effectively acknowledge their sources, enhance the credibility of their
arguments, and contribute to the scholarly conversation.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the citation is referenced, while endnotes are collected in a numbered list at the end of the
document, before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose of citing sources.

Q: Do I need to include the DOI in my Chicago endnote



citation if it's a print journal article?

A: No, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is primarily for online resources. For print journal articles,
you would include the volume, issue number, publication date, and page numbers. The DOI is crucial
for online journal articles to provide a persistent link.

Q: How do I format a shortened endnote citation for a book
that I've already cited in full?

A: For subsequent citations of a book, you typically use the author's last name, a shortened version
of the book title (italicized), and the specific page number(s). For example: Doe, History of Citation
Styles, 78.

Q: What if a website doesn't have an author listed? How
should I format the endnote?

A: If a website lacks a clear author, you can start the endnote with the title of the specific page or
the name of the website itself. For example: "About Us," Wikipedia, last modified November 15,
2023, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About.

Q: Should I use "et al." for every source with more than one
author in a Chicago endnote?

A: In Chicago style's notes-bibliography system, you list all authors for works with up to three
authors in both initial endnote citations and the bibliography. For works with four or more authors,
you list the first author followed by "et al." in the endnote. In the bibliography, you list all authors for
up to three authors and the first author followed by "et al." for four or more.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in a Chicago
endnote?

A: To cite a chapter from an edited book, you will include the chapter author's name, the chapter
title in quotation marks, followed by "in," the title of the edited book (italicized), the editor(s)
name(s), the publication details of the book, and the page numbers of the chapter. For example:
Mary Johnson, "The Evolution of Narrative," in A Collection of Essays on Modern Literature, ed. John
Smith (New York: Oxford University Press, 2018), 112-130.

Q: What is the purpose of the access date in an endnote for a
website?

A: The access date is crucial for online resources because web content can be updated or removed
without notice. Including the access date indicates when you viewed the material, providing a
timestamp for your research and allowing others to verify the information as it existed at that time.
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