chicago manual citation examples

Mastering Chicago Manual Citation Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual citation examples are an essential tool for academic integrity
and clear communication, providing a standardized method for acknowledging
sources. This guide delves deeply into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) citation system, offering detailed examples for various
source types. Whether you are citing books, journal articles, websites, or
other multimedia, understanding these guidelines ensures your work is
credible and professional. We will explore both the note and bibliography
system and the author-date system, highlighting their unique structures and
applications. This comprehensive resource aims to demystify the process,
empowering students, researchers, and writers to correctly format their
citations.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes and
Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the
notes and bibliography system and the author-date system. Each system serves
different academic disciplines and publication preferences. The notes and
bibliography system is more common in the humanities, such as literature,
history, and art history. It uses superscript numbers in the text to refer to
footnotes or endnotes, and a bibliography at the end of the paper lists all
cited sources alphabetically. Conversely, the author-date system is prevalent
in the social sciences and natural sciences. This system uses parenthetical
in-text citations (Author Year, page number) and is accompanied by a
reference list at the end of the work, which also includes all cited sources
alphabetically.

Choosing between these two systems often depends on the specific requirements
of your instructor, publisher, or academic field. Both systems aim for
clarity and accuracy in attributing sources, preventing plagiarism, and
allowing readers to locate the original material. Understanding the
fundamental differences between them is the first step toward correctly
applying Chicago manual citation examples in your writing.

Citing Books: Essential Chicago Manual Citation
Examples

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic writing, and Chicago style provides



clear guidelines for various book formats. Whether it’s a single-author work,
an edited volume, or a chapter within a larger collection, accuracy is
paramount. The following examples illustrate common scenarios using both the
notes and bibliography system and the author-date system.

Single—-Author Books

For a single—author book, the key information required includes the author’s
name, the book’s title, publication city, publisher, and year of publication.
In the notes and bibliography system, the first note for a source is
typically full, while subsequent notes are shortened. The bibliography entry
is always full.

e Notes and Bibliography System:
e Note Example:

e 1. Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, trans. A. M. Sheridan
Smith (New York: Pantheon Books, 1972), 15.

e Bibliography Example:

e Foucault, Michel. The Archaeology of Knowledge. Translated by A. M.
Sheridan Smith. New York: Pantheon Books, 1972.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:
e (Foucault 1972, 15)

e Reference List Example:

e Foucault, Michel. 1972. The Archaeology of Knowledge. Translated by A.
M. Sheridan Smith. New York: Pantheon Books.

Edited Books

When citing an edited book where you are referencing the entire work, you
will include the editor's name(s) alongside the author and title. Note that
the editor's name is often preceded by "ed." or "eds.".

Notes and Bibliography System:

Note Example:

e 2. Roland Greene, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 3.

Bibliography Example:



e Greene, Roland, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Author-Date System:

In-Text Citation Example:

e (Greene 2010, 3)

Reference List Example:

e Greene, Roland, ed. 2010. The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance
Humanism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Chapters or Essays in Edited Books

If you are citing a specific chapter or essay within a larger edited
collection, you need to include the author of the chapter, the chapter title,
the editor(s) of the book, the book title, page numbers for the chapter,
publication details of the book, and the page number of the specific
citation.

e Notes and Bibliography System:

e Note Example:

e 3. Martha Nussbaum, "The Therapy of Desire," in The Cambridge Companion
to Renaissance Humanism, ed. Roland Greene (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2010), 290.

e Bibliography Example:

e Nussbaum, Martha. "The Therapy of Desire." In The Cambridge Companion to
Renaissance Humanism, edited by Roland Greene, 285-302. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2010.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:

e (Nussbaum 2010, 290)

e Reference List Example:

e Nussbaum, Martha. 2010. "The Therapy of Desire." In The Cambridge

Companion to Renaissance Humanism, edited by Roland Greene, 285-302.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



Citing Journal Articles: Chicago Manual
Citation Examples for Scholarly Work

Journal articles are a vital source of contemporary research and scholarship.
Correctly citing them in Chicago style involves detailing the author, article
title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page
range. These examples demonstrate how to handle journal article citations
effectively.

Print Journal Articles

For articles found in print journals, the key is to provide all necessary
bibliographic information to help a reader locate the specific piece of
research.

e Notes and Bibliography System:
e Note Example:

e 4. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse,"
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2022): 112.

e Bibliography Example:

e Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal
of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2022): 110-135.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:
e (Doe 2022, 112)

e Reference List Example:

e Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse."
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2022): 110-135.

Online Journal Articles (with DOI)

When citing online journal articles, especially those with a Digital Object
Identifier (DOI), the DOI should be included as it provides a stable and
persistent link to the article. If no DOI is available, a URL can be used.

e Notes and Bibliography System:

e Note Example:



5. John Smith, "Renewable Energy Trends in Urban Environments,"
Environmental Science Journal 50, no. 1 (2023): 45,
doi:10.1000/es3.2023.12345.

e Bibliography Example:

e Smith, John. "Renewable Energy Trends in Urban Environments."
Environmental Science Journal 50, no. 1 (2023): 40-55.
doi:10.1000/es3.2023.12345.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:
e (Smith 2023, 45)

e Reference List Example:

e Smith, John. 2023. "Renewable Energy Trends in Urban Environments."
Environmental Science Journal 50, no. 1 (2023): 40-55.
doi:10.1000/es3.2023.12345.

Citing Websites and Online Resources: Modern
Chicago Manual Citation Examples

In today's digital age, citing online resources is as crucial as citing
traditional print materials. Chicago style provides clear instructions for
websites, including web pages, online articles, and blog posts, ensuring that
digital sources are properly acknowledged. The key is to capture enough
information for readers to find the source themselves.

Web Pages

When citing a general web page, include the author or organization
responsible, the title of the page, the website name, the publication or last
updated date, and the URL. The access date is also often included, especially
if the content might change.

Notes and Bibliography System:

Note Example:

6. National Park Service, "Plan Your Visit: Yellowstone," last modified
September 15, 2023, https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/index.htm.

Bibliography Example:

e National Park Service. "Plan Your Visit: Yellowstone." Last modified
September 15, 2023. https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/index.htm.

Author-Date System:



In-Text Citation Example:

e (National Park Service 2023)

Reference List Example:

e National Park Service. 2023. "Plan Your Visit: Yellowstone." Last
modified September 15. https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/index.htm.

Online Articles or Blog Posts

For articles or posts published on a website or blog, similar principles
apply. Include the author (if available), the title of the article/post, the
website or blog name, the publication date, and the URL.

e Notes and Bibliography System:
e Note Example:

e 7. Sarah Lee, "The Rise of Remote Work," Business Today, May 10, 2023,
https://businesstoday.com/remotework.

e Bibliography Example:

e Lee, Sarah. "The Rise of Remote Work." Business Today, May 10, 2023.
https://businesstoday.com/remotework.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:
e (Lee 2023)

e Reference List Example:

e Lee, Sarah. 2023. "The Rise of Remote Work." Business Today, May 10.
https://businesstoday.com/remotework.

Citing Other Common Sources: Examples for
Diverse Needs

Beyond books and journal articles, academic work often draws from a variety
of other sources, including newspapers, magazines, interviews, and even
unpublished materials. Chicago style offers specific guidance for these as
well, ensuring comprehensive citation practices.



Newspaper Articles

When citing newspaper articles, include the author (if known), the article
title, the newspaper name, the publication date, and the page number(s). For
online newspaper articles, a URL is also typically included.

e Notes and Bibliography System:

e Note Example:

e 8. Robert Johnson, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago
Tribune, October 26, 2023, sec. Local News, A4.

e Bibliography Example:

e Johnson, Robert. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago
Tribune, October 26, 2023, sec. Local News, A4.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:
e (Johnson 2023)

e Reference List Example:

e Johnson, Robert. 2023. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago
Tribune, October 26, sec. Local News, A4.

Interviews

For interviews, whether conducted by the author or published, it's important
to note the interviewee, the interviewer, the date, and the format or
location of the interview.

Notes and Bibliography System:

Note Example:

9. Interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, by author, October 25, 2023, Chicago,
IL.

Bibliography Example:

Reed, Evelyn. Interview by author. October 25, 2023. Chicago, IL.

Author-Date System:

In-Text Citation Example:

(Reed 2023)



e Reference List Example:

e Reed, Evelyn. 2023. Interview by author. October 25. Chicago, IL.

Unpublished Dissertations or Theses

When referencing unpublished doctoral dissertations or master's theses,
provide details about the author, the title, the degree sought, the
university, and the year. If it's available online through a database,
include that information as well.

e Notes and Bibliography System:
e Note Example:

e 10. Emily Carter, "The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban Green Spaces" (PhD
diss., University of Chicago, 2021), 150.

e Bibliography Example:

e Carter, Emily. "The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban Green Spaces." PhD
diss., University of Chicago, 2021.

e Author-Date System:

e In-Text Citation Example:
e (Carter 2021, 150)

e Reference List Example:

e Carter, Emily. 2021. "The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban Green Spaces."
PhD diss., University of Chicago.

Key Elements of a Chicago Citation

Regardless of the specific source type, several core elements consistently
appear in Chicago manual citation examples. Understanding these components
will help you construct accurate citations for any material you use. These
elements work together to provide a complete bibliographic record for your
readers.

The fundamental components typically include:

e Author(s) or Editor (s) name(s)

e Title of the work (article, book, chapter, web page, etc.)



e Title of the larger work (journal, book, website, etc.) in which the
specific work appears

e Publication information (city, publisher, year)
e Volume and issue numbers (for journals)

e Page numbers

e Date of publication or last update

e DOI or URL (for online sources)

e Access date (often for online sources)

Paying close attention to the punctuation, capitalization, and order of these
elements is critical for adhering to Chicago style guidelines. Consistent
application of these rules ensures clarity and professionalism in your
academic work.

Mastering Chicago manual citation examples requires practice and attention to
detail. By understanding the nuances of both the notes and bibliography and
author-date systems, and by consistently applying the guidelines for various
source types, you can ensure your research is ethically sound and easily
verifiable. This comprehensive approach to citation not only prevents
plagiarism but also enhances the credibility and scholarly value of your
work, making it easier for your readers to explore your sources further.

FAQ: Chicago Manual Citation Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes
and bibliography system and the author-date system in
Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented and the
accompanying reference list. The notes and bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and concludes with a
bibliography. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year, page) and concludes with a reference list.

Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in
Chicago style?

A: For the notes and bibliography system, list all authors in the first note,
up to three authors. For four or more authors, list the first author followed
by "et al.". In the bibliography, for two or three authors, list all names.
For four or more, list the first author followed by "et al.". For the author-
date system, the in-text citation typically lists the first author followed
by "et al." if there are more than two authors.



Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in Chicago
citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned
to a digital object, such as an online journal article. It's important
because it provides a stable, persistent link to the content, ensuring that
readers can reliably access the source even if the URL changes.

Q: How do I cite a government document in Chicago
style?

A: The citation for a government document typically includes the name of the
government agency, the title of the document, the date of publication, and
any relevant report numbers or publication details. The specific format can
vary slightly depending on whether it's a report, law, or other type of
document.

Q: Can I use a URL if a website doesn't have a
publication date?

A: Yes, 1if a website lacks a publication or last modified date, you should
include the access date in your citation. This is particularly important for
online sources that may be updated or removed without notice.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a personal
communication, such as an email or letter, in Chicago
style?

A: Personal communications are typically cited in notes only and are not
included in the bibliography or reference list because they are not
retrievable by the reader. The note should include the type of communication,
the communicator, and the date.

Q: How do I cite a translated work in Chicago style?

A: For translated works, you will include the original author's name, the
title of the work, the translator's name (usually preceded by "trans."), the
place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Q: What are the rules for abbreviating journal titles
in Chicago style?

A: Chicago style generally recommends using full journal titles. However,
some Jjournals may have established abbreviations. If you choose to
abbreviate, ensure consistency and that the abbreviation is commonly
understood or explained. It's generally safer to use the full title unless
specifically instructed otherwise.
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