
chicago manual block quote with
citation
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive set of guidelines for
academic and professional writing, and understanding how to properly format a Chicago
manual block quote with citation is crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. This article delves into the intricacies of creating and citing block quotes
according to CMOS 17th edition rules, covering everything from indentation and
punctuation to parenthetical and note-based citation styles. Mastering these details
ensures your work adheres to scholarly standards, lending credibility to your research and
analysis. We will explore the specific requirements for setting off lengthy quotations, the
differences between incorporating short quotes and block quotes, and the nuances of
applying both author-date and notes-bibliography systems for your citations.
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Understanding When to Use a Block Quote

Deciding whether to use a block quote or incorporate a shorter quotation directly into
your text is a fundamental aspect of scholarly writing. The Chicago Manual of Style
generally advises using a block quote for quotations of 100 words or more, or for specific
types of material like poetry or dialogue where line breaks and stanza structure are
important. The primary purpose of a block quote is to visually separate a lengthy passage
from the main body of your text, allowing the reader to focus on the original author's
words without the interruption of quotation marks within your prose. This distinction is
vital for maintaining the flow and readability of your own argument.

The decision to use a block quote is not solely based on word count. Sometimes, even
shorter passages might benefit from being set off as a block quote if they are particularly
dense, complex, or require careful dissection. Conversely, very short, impactful quotes are
often best integrated into your own sentences. It is essential to consider how the quotation
serves your argument and how best to present it to your reader. Employing block quotes
judiciously demonstrates a nuanced understanding of scholarly presentation.

Distinguishing Block Quotes from Shorter Quotations

The most common guideline for distinguishing between a regular quotation and a block
quote in Chicago style revolves around length. Generally, any quotation exceeding four



lines of prose or three lines of verse should be formatted as a block quote. This visual cue
helps readers recognize that a substantial passage is being presented for analysis. Shorter
quotations, on the other hand, are enclosed in quotation marks and integrated seamlessly
into the surrounding text. The key difference lies in their visual presentation and the
degree to which they are allowed to interrupt the flow of your own writing.

Choosing the correct method also depends on the context and purpose of the quotation. A
brief, punchy quote can effectively emphasize a point when embedded within your
sentence. A longer passage, however, might require the space and visual separation
provided by a block quote to allow for detailed examination or to preserve its original
formatting, such as poetic structure.

Formatting a Chicago Manual Block Quote

The visual presentation of a Chicago manual block quote with citation is distinct and
immediately recognizable. It is set apart from the main text through indentation and the
absence of quotation marks. This deliberate formatting choice signals to the reader that a
direct quotation of significant length is being presented. Adhering to these formatting
rules is essential for maintaining consistency and professionalism in your academic work.

The standard indentation for a block quote in Chicago style is one-half inch from the left
margin. This indentation should be applied to every line of the block quotation.
Importantly, block quotes do not use quotation marks at the beginning or end of the
passage. The quotation marks are replaced by the indentation itself as the signal. The
punctuation at the end of the block quote, such as a period or question mark, remains as it
appears in the original source.

Indentation and Punctuation Guidelines

When constructing a Chicago manual block quote with citation, the primary formatting
rule is indentation. The entire block quote is indented one-half inch from the left margin of
the main text. Each line of the quotation should maintain this indentation consistently.
Unlike shorter quotations, block quotes are not enclosed in quotation marks. The visual
separation provided by the indentation serves this purpose.

The punctuation within the block quote should mirror the original source exactly. This
includes periods, commas, question marks, and exclamation points. If the original
quotation ends with a period, your block quote should also end with a period. The
placement of the citation relative to the final punctuation is also specific, as detailed in
subsequent sections.

Setting Up the Block Quote in Your Text

Introducing a block quote effectively is as important as formatting it correctly. You should
introduce the block quote with a colon or a grammatically complete sentence that leads



into the quotation. For example, you might write, "As Smith argues in her seminal work: "
or "The passage that follows illustrates this point vividly." This introductory element sets
the stage for the quoted material and helps integrate it smoothly into your narrative.

After the introductory phrase or sentence, a new line begins, and the block quote itself
starts with the required indentation. The entire quoted passage follows, maintaining the
half-inch indentation on each line. The citation will then follow the quotation, adhering to
the specific requirements of either the author-date or notes-bibliography system.

Citations for Block Quotes: Author-Date System

In the Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system, citations for block quotes are
typically placed parenthetically after the quotation. This method provides a concise way to
direct readers to the source material. The key is to ensure that the citation is placed
correctly in relation to the quoted text and any punctuation. Consistent application of
these rules is vital for avoiding plagiarism and for providing proper attribution.

When using the author-date system for a Chicago manual block quote with citation, the
citation generally follows the final punctuation of the quotation. This means that if the
quotation ends with a period, the parenthetical citation comes immediately after the
period, without any intervening space. This placement ensures that the citation is clearly
associated with the specific text it supports.

Parenthetical Citation Placement

The standard placement for a parenthetical citation in the author-date system, when
accompanying a block quote, is directly after the final punctuation mark of the quotation.
For instance, if the quote ends with a period, the citation would look like this: (Smith
2020, 15). There is no space between the period and the opening parenthesis. This
ensures that the citation is clearly linked to the specific quoted passage.

It is crucial to be consistent with this placement throughout your document. If you are
quoting material that inherently ends with a question mark or exclamation point, the
parenthetical citation follows that punctuation in the same manner. The goal is to provide
an unambiguous link between the quoted words and their origin.

Content of Parenthetical Citations

A typical parenthetical citation in the author-date system includes the author's last name,
the year of publication, and the page number(s) from which the quotation was taken. For
example: (Jones 2019, 45). If you have already mentioned the author's name in the
sentence introducing the block quote, you may omit the author's name from the
parenthetical citation, including only the year and page number: (2019, 45).

When citing a source with multiple authors, follow the specific guidelines for multiple



authors in the CMOS author-date system. For sources without page numbers, such as
some online materials, you would omit the page number and rely on other locators if
available, such as paragraph numbers, if the source provides them and it's deemed
necessary.

Citations for Block Quotes: Notes-Bibliography
System

The notes-bibliography system, commonly used in history and some other humanities
disciplines, handles citations for Chicago manual block quote with citation differently than
the author-date system. Instead of parenthetical citations within the text, this system
relies on footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide detailed bibliographic information for
each source used, and the block quote will be directly linked to a specific note.

The placement of the note marker is important. It typically follows the block quote, usually
after the final punctuation. This indicates to the reader that there is accompanying
information in the notes section that provides the source details for the quoted material.

Using Footnotes or Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed after the final
punctuation of the block quote. This numeral corresponds to a corresponding numbered
entry in either the footnotes at the bottom of the page or the endnotes collected at the end
of the document. This note will contain the full bibliographic details for the source.

For the first citation of a particular source, the note will include a full bibliographic
description. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to include the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This system allows for a
cleaner textual flow while still providing complete source information.

Content of Notes for Block Quotes

When citing a Chicago manual block quote with citation in the notes-bibliography system,
the note will typically include the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication
information (place, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) of the quotation. For
example: 1. Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021), 78.

If you have already provided the full citation for a work in a previous note, subsequent
citations of the same work can be shortened. A common format for subsequent notes is: 2.
Doe, Art of Citation, 92. This shortening convention helps to avoid repetition and makes
the notes section more manageable while still providing sufficient information for the
reader to locate the source.



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the rules for a Chicago manual block quote with citation can sometimes lead to
errors. Understanding common mistakes and adhering to best practices will ensure your
work is polished and professional. One of the most frequent errors is the incorrect use of
quotation marks with block quotes or the improper indentation. Another pitfall involves
incorrect placement of the citation, whether in author-date or notes-bibliography style.

Paying close attention to the details of formatting and citation is paramount. Always
double-check your work against the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. Seeking
guidance from your instructor or publisher's style guide is also recommended.

Avoiding Incorrect Indentation and Punctuation

A common mistake is to forget to indent the block quote or to indent it incorrectly.
Remember, the standard indentation is one-half inch from the left margin for every line of
the quotation. Another error is the inclusion of quotation marks around the block quote,
which is unnecessary and incorrect. The indentation itself serves as the indicator of a
direct quotation.

Ensure that the punctuation within the block quote precisely matches the original source.
Do not add or remove punctuation unless you are using ellipses to indicate omissions,
which should be handled carefully and with square brackets. The final punctuation of the
quote should remain as it is in the source material.

Ensuring Accurate Citation Placement

Correctly placing the citation is critical to avoiding issues of plagiarism and providing
clear attribution. For the author-date system, ensure the parenthetical citation follows the
final punctuation of the block quote. For the notes-bibliography system, the superscript
note number should be placed after the final punctuation. In both systems, the citation
must unequivocally refer to the specific quoted material.

If you are unsure about the correct placement, consult the Chicago Manual of Style or
your specific style guide. Consistency is key; once you establish a method for your
citations, apply it uniformly throughout your document.

Advanced Considerations for Block Quotes

Beyond the basic formatting and citation rules, there are several advanced considerations
when working with a Chicago manual block quote with citation. These may include how to
handle omissions within a block quote, how to incorporate block quotes with internal
citations, and the proper treatment of foreign language quotations. Understanding these
nuances demonstrates a sophisticated command of academic writing conventions.



When a quotation is lengthy, it is often necessary to omit certain parts to fit your
argument or to avoid redundancy. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific
guidelines for using ellipses to indicate omissions and for using square brackets to clarify
or add information within a quotation.

Handling Omissions and Additions

When omitting words or phrases from a quotation that will be presented as a block quote,
use an ellipsis (three periods, often with spaces between them: . . .) to indicate the
omission. If the omission occurs at the end of a sentence, and you are replacing the final
punctuation with an ellipsis, use a period followed by the ellipsis. However, if the omission
occurs mid-sentence, simply use the ellipsis.

Sometimes, it may be necessary to add explanatory material within a quotation to clarify
meaning or context. Such additions should always be enclosed in square brackets [like
this]. This clearly signals to the reader that the added material is your own and not part of
the original source.

Quoting Material with Internal Citations

If the original source material you are quoting already contains citations, you should
generally include these internal citations within your block quote as they appear. For
example, if the original text has a parenthetical citation within it, preserve that citation
within your block quote. You will then also provide your own citation for the block quote
itself, following the rules of either the author-date or notes-bibliography system.

This can sometimes lead to a dense presentation. If the internal citations make the block
quote difficult to read, you may need to consult the Chicago Manual of Style or your
instructor for guidance on how to manage such situations, perhaps by paraphrasing the
internal citation or by making a note about the original citation.

The ability to correctly format and cite a Chicago manual block quote with citation is a
cornerstone of credible academic writing. By understanding the specific rules for
indentation, punctuation, and the application of both the author-date and notes-
bibliography citation systems, writers can ensure their work is both compliant and clear.
Adhering to these guidelines not only prevents plagiarism but also enhances the reader's
ability to engage with and evaluate your source material. Mastering these aspects of
Chicago style empowers you to present your research with confidence and authority.

FAQ

Q: How long does a quotation need to be before it's



considered a block quote in Chicago style?
A: Generally, a quotation of 100 words or more, or four or more lines of prose, or three or
more lines of verse, should be formatted as a block quote in Chicago style.

Q: Do I use quotation marks with a Chicago manual
block quote with citation?
A: No, you do not use quotation marks around a block quote. The indentation from the left
margin serves as the indicator that it is a direct quotation.

Q: Where does the citation go for a Chicago manual
block quote with citation in the author-date system?
A: In the author-date system, the parenthetical citation is placed immediately after the
final punctuation mark of the block quote, for example, after the period.

Q: What is the standard indentation for a block quote in
Chicago style?
A: The standard indentation for a block quote in Chicago style is one-half inch from the left
margin for every line of the quotation.

Q: Can I integrate a short quote into my sentence
instead of using a block quote?
A: Yes, short quotations (fewer than four lines of prose) should generally be enclosed in
quotation marks and integrated into your own sentences, rather than formatted as a block
quote.

Q: How do I handle omissions within a block quote
according to Chicago style?
A: You use an ellipsis (. . .) to indicate omitted words or phrases within a block quote. If
the omission occurs at the end of a sentence, and you are replacing the final punctuation
with an ellipsis, use a period followed by the ellipsis.

Q: When do I use square brackets within a block quote?
A: Square brackets are used to add explanatory material or clarifications within a
quotation that are not present in the original source.



Q: What information should be included in a footnote
citation for a block quote in the notes-bibliography
system?
A: The footnote should typically include the author's full name, the full title of the work,
publication information (place, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) of the
quotation.

Q: How do I cite a source if I've already cited it in full
earlier in my notes?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source in the notes-bibliography system, you can
use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number.

Q: What if the original source material I'm quoting
already has internal citations?
A: You should generally include these internal citations within your block quote as they
appear. You will then also provide your own citation for the block quote itself, following
the Chicago style guidelines.
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