
chicago manual block quote citation
format
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a distinct approach to incorporating and
citing block quotations within academic and professional writing. Understanding the correct
application of the Chicago manual block quote citation format is crucial for academic
integrity and stylistic clarity. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of
setting off long quotations, the specific formatting requirements for block quotes, and the
essential elements of citing them accurately according to CMOS guidelines. We will explore
the visual presentation, the distinction between block and inline quotations, and the critical
role of parenthetical citations or notes in attributing sources. Mastering these details
ensures your research is presented professionally and adheres to scholarly standards.

Table of Contents
Understanding Block Quotations in Chicago Style
When to Use a Block Quote
Formatting Block Quotes in Chicago Style
Indentation and Spacing
Punctuation and Capitalization
Integrating Block Quotes into Your Text
Citing Block Quotes with Notes-Bibliography System
Citing Block Quotes with Author-Date System
Handling Omissions and Additions in Block Quotes
Examples of Chicago Manual Block Quote Citation Format
Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual Block Quote Citation Format

Understanding Block Quotations in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on writing and citation, offers
specific guidelines for presenting lengthy quotations. Unlike shorter quotations that are
integrated directly into the text with quotation marks, block quotations are set apart
visually to improve readability and signal a significant excerpt. This distinction is not merely
aesthetic; it serves a functional purpose in guiding the reader through your argumentation
and supporting evidence. The primary goal is to clearly demarcate the author's words from
your own analysis and prose.

The decision to use a block quote versus an inline quote is contingent upon the length of
the quotation. Generally, quotations of four or more manuscript lines or more than about
100 words are considered candidates for block quotation treatment. However, Chicago also
permits flexibility, suggesting that stylistic considerations and the complexity of the excerpt
might also warrant a block quotation even if it falls slightly below the typical length
threshold. The key is to use block quotes judiciously to enhance, rather than disrupt, the
flow of your writing.



The Purpose of Block Quotations

Block quotations serve as a powerful tool for writers to present substantial pieces of
evidence, theoretical frameworks, or descriptive passages that are integral to their
argument. By isolating these lengthy excerpts, writers allow the original text to speak for
itself, providing readers with an unadulterated view of the source material. This visual
separation signals the importance of the quoted material and encourages a focused
consideration of its content. It allows for a deeper engagement with the nuances of the
original author's voice and argument.

When to Use a Block Quote

The decision to employ the Chicago manual block quote citation format is primarily driven
by the length of the passage you wish to quote. As a general rule of thumb, if a quotation
spans four or more lines of manuscript text, or if it exceeds approximately 100 words, it
should be formatted as a block quote. This guideline ensures that excessively long
quotations do not disrupt the visual flow and readability of your own prose.

However, length is not the sole determinant. Consider the nature of the material being
quoted. If a shorter passage is particularly dense with information, contains complex
sentence structures, or is crucial for understanding a specific point, presenting it as a block
quote might still be beneficial. The goal is to enhance clarity and emphasis, making sure
the reader can easily distinguish between your analysis and the source material.

Distinguishing Block Quotes from Inline Quotations

The fundamental difference lies in their presentation. Inline quotations are embedded
directly within your own sentences and are enclosed in quotation marks. They are typically
used for shorter passages that can be seamlessly integrated without disrupting the
grammatical structure of your text. In contrast, block quotations are set apart from the
main body of your text, usually by being indented from the left margin. They do not use
quotation marks at the beginning or end.

The transition into a block quote is also distinct. It typically follows a colon or an
introductory phrase that leads directly into the quoted material. This clear separation is the
hallmark of the Chicago manual block quote citation format and immediately signals to the
reader that they are encountering a substantial excerpt from another source.

Formatting Block Quotes in Chicago Style

Adhering to the precise formatting rules for block quotes in Chicago style is essential for
maintaining academic rigor and a professional appearance. These guidelines dictate how
the quotation should be presented visually, ensuring clarity and consistency across
different works. The visual cues are designed to draw the reader's attention to the quoted



material without overwhelming the surrounding text.

The most distinguishing feature of a block quote is its indentation. This visual cue
immediately sets it apart from the main narrative of your paper. Proper indentation helps
readers recognize the quoted passage as a distinct unit of text, allowing them to process it
as a separate contribution to your argument.

Indentation and Spacing

In the Chicago manual block quote citation format, a block quotation is typically indented
one-half inch from the left margin. This indentation should be consistent for the entire block
of text. Crucially, a block quote does not begin with quotation marks. The first line of the
block quote is indented the same as the rest of the block, unless the original source itself
uses a different indentation for the first line of a paragraph within a longer quoted passage.

Double-spacing is generally recommended for the entire document, including block
quotations, to maintain readability. However, some instructors or publishers may prefer
single-spacing within the block quote itself, with an extra space above and below the block.
Always consult your specific style guide or instructor for definitive requirements regarding
spacing. The key is to create a visually distinct and easy-to-read presentation.

Punctuation and Capitalization

When introducing a block quotation, the sentence that precedes it typically ends with a
colon. For example: "The author argues as follows:". The block quotation itself then begins
on a new line. Within the block quote, you should retain the original punctuation and
capitalization as it appears in the source material. Do not add or remove quotation marks
around the block quote itself.

If the original source material contains an omission within the quoted passage, you should
indicate this with ellipses (...). If you need to add explanatory material or make a minor
change to clarify the quotation, enclose your additions in square brackets [ ]. These
conventions are critical for accurately representing the original source and avoiding
misrepresentation.

Integrating Block Quotes into Your Text

Successfully integrating a block quote involves more than just presenting the text itself; it
requires careful introduction and analysis. The block quote should not appear in isolation. It
must be framed by your own writing, serving as evidence or illustration for your points. The
way you introduce and follow up on a block quote significantly impacts its effectiveness in
supporting your argument.

Think of the block quote as a guest in your text. You introduce it, allow it to speak, and then
you offer your commentary on what it has said and why it is important. This engagement



demonstrates your critical thinking and your ability to synthesize source material with your
own ideas, which is a hallmark of strong academic writing.

The Role of Introductory Phrases

A clear and concise introductory phrase or sentence is crucial for smoothly transitioning
into a block quote. This introduction should set the context for the quotation and ideally
explain why it is significant to your argument. Using a colon after your introductory
sentence is the most common and recommended punctuation. For instance: "In his seminal
work, Smith outlines three key principles of his theory:" followed by the block quote.

Avoid simply dropping a block quote into your text without any lead-in. This can be jarring
for the reader and diminishes the impact of the quotation. A strong introduction guides the
reader toward understanding the relevance of the material they are about to read, priming
them to interpret its significance.

Analyzing and Commenting on Block Quotes

After presenting a block quotation, it is imperative to follow up with your own analysis. Do
not assume the significance of the quote is self-evident. Explain what the quotation means,
how it supports your thesis, and what insights it provides. Connect the quoted material
back to your own argument, showing its direct relevance.

This analytical step is where you demonstrate your understanding and critical engagement
with the source material. It transforms the quotation from mere information into persuasive
evidence. Without this commentary, the block quote can feel like an insertion rather than
an integral part of your discussion, potentially weakening your overall argument.

Citing Block Quotes with Notes-Bibliography
System

When using the Chicago manual block quote citation format within the Notes-Bibliography
system, accurate citation is paramount to avoid plagiarism. This system relies on footnotes
or endnotes for citations, accompanied by a bibliography at the end of the work. The
placement and content of these notes are specific and must be followed diligently.

The numerical indicator for the note typically follows the quotation, usually placed at the
end of the sentence or clause that contains or is immediately followed by the block quote.
This placement clearly links the citation to the borrowed material. The note itself will
contain the necessary bibliographic information for the source.



Footnotes or Endnotes

In the Notes-Bibliography system, each block quote will require a corresponding footnote or
endnote. The footnote number is placed directly after the quotation, typically at the end of
the last sentence. The note itself will then contain the author's name, the title of the work,
and specific publication details such as the page number(s) from which the quotation was
taken.

For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form of the note is used,
including the author's last name, a shortened title if necessary, and the page number. This
system provides a clean presentation in the body of the text while offering complete source
information in the notes.

Bibliography Entries

In addition to footnotes or endnotes, the Notes-Bibliography system requires a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of your paper. Each source cited in your notes must
be listed alphabetically by the author's last name in the bibliography. The format for
bibliography entries is detailed and includes elements such as author, title, publication
information, and page numbers.

The bibliography entry for a source used in a block quote will include all the necessary
information to allow readers to locate the original work. This serves as a complete record of
all the sources consulted and cited within your research paper, ensuring transparency and
scholarly accountability.

Citing Block Quotes with Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, another component of Chicago style, provides a different
approach to in-text citation, which also applies to block quotes. Instead of footnotes or
endnotes, this system uses parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically
consisting of the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number.

When employing the Chicago manual block quote citation format with the Author-Date
system, the parenthetical citation immediately follows the quotation, usually after the final
punctuation mark. This concise citation style allows readers to quickly identify the source of
the borrowed material without interrupting the flow of your prose with extensive footnotes.

Parenthetical Citations

For block quotes cited using the Author-Date system, the parenthetical citation usually
appears at the end of the block quote, enclosed in parentheses and following the final
punctuation. The format is generally (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For example,
if the quote is from page 45 of a book published in 2020 by John Doe, the citation would be



(Doe 2020, 45).

This system prioritizes brevity and ease of access to source information. Readers can
quickly cross-reference the in-text citation with the full bibliographic details provided in the
reference list at the end of the document.

Reference List

Similar to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, the Author-Date system
requires a reference list at the end of the paper. This list provides full bibliographic details
for all the sources cited in the text. Entries in the reference list are typically arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name.

The format for each entry in the reference list is consistent and provides all necessary
information for readers to locate the original work, including author, year, title, and
publication details. This ensures that all sources are properly attributed and accessible.

Handling Omissions and Additions in Block
Quotes

When using the Chicago manual block quote citation format, it is crucial to represent the
original source accurately. This means using specific conventions for indicating any
alterations you make to the quoted text, such as omissions or additions. These practices
maintain the integrity of the source material while ensuring clarity for your readers.

The use of ellipses and brackets are standard conventions for managing omissions and
additions, respectively. Properly employing these tools demonstrates your adherence to
scholarly standards and your commitment to accurate representation of the source
material.

Indicating Omissions with Ellipses

If you omit words or phrases from a quotation, you must indicate this omission with ellipses
(...). An ellipsis typically consists of three evenly spaced periods. If the omission occurs at
the beginning or end of a sentence, or spans across a sentence boundary, you may need to
include four periods—the period of the original sentence followed by the ellipsis.

For example, if a sentence reads "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog," and you
quote only "The quick brown fox...", you would present it as "...The quick brown fox...".
However, when the omission occurs at the end of the quote and is followed by your own
text, you often omit the ellipsis unless it is necessary for grammatical clarity. Always ensure
the ellipses do not alter the original meaning of the passage.



Adding Text with Square Brackets

If you need to insert your own words into a quotation for clarification or to ensure
grammatical coherence within your own sentence structure, you must enclose these
additions in square brackets [ ]. This clearly signals to the reader that the inserted text is
not part of the original quotation.

For instance, if the original text reads "He said it was important," but you are quoting it in a
context where it's unclear who "He" refers to, you might write: "The manager stated, '[John
Doe] said it was important.'" This practice is essential for maintaining the accuracy of the
quote while making it understandable in your specific context.

Examples of Chicago Manual Block Quote Citation
Format

To solidify your understanding of the Chicago manual block quote citation format, reviewing
practical examples is highly beneficial. These examples illustrate how to apply the rules for
indentation, punctuation, and citation in both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems. Observing these examples in action can clarify the theoretical guidelines.

These examples are designed to demonstrate the visual and textual elements of correct
block quotation formatting and citation according to Chicago style, providing clear models
for your own writing.

Example in Notes-Bibliography System

Consider the following example of a block quote from a fictional book, "The Art of
Argumentation" by Eleanor Vance, published in 2021, on page 78.

In discussing rhetorical strategies, Vance emphasizes the importance of audience
awareness:

> The effectiveness of any persuasive discourse hinges not merely on the logical soundness
of its arguments, but equally on the speaker's or writer's keen understanding of their
intended audience. Without this crucial insight, even the most meticulously crafted rhetoric
can fall flat, failing to resonate or persuade. Therefore, a primary consideration in any
rhetorical endeavor must be the demographic, psychological, and cultural landscape of
those being addressed.

The footnote citation would appear immediately after the block quote, typically indicated by
a superscript number.

1. Eleanor Vance, The Art of Argumentation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021),
78.



The bibliography entry would be:

Vance, Eleanor. The Art of Argumentation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021.

Example in Author-Date System

Using the same source, here is how a block quote would be formatted and cited in the
Author-Date system:

When examining the foundations of effective persuasion, Vance (2021, 78) asserts:

> The effectiveness of any persuasive discourse hinges not merely on the logical soundness
of its arguments, but equally on the speaker's or writer's keen understanding of their
intended audience. Without this crucial insight, even the most meticulously crafted rhetoric
can fall flat, failing to resonate or persuade. Therefore, a primary consideration in any
rhetorical endeavor must be the demographic, psychological, and cultural landscape of
those being addressed.

The parenthetical citation appears directly after the block quote.

The reference list entry would be:

Vance, Eleanor. 2021. The Art of Argumentation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

These examples showcase the distinct approaches to citation while maintaining the core
formatting principles of the Chicago manual block quote citation format.

Q: What is the primary distinction between a block
quote and an inline quote in Chicago style?
A: The primary distinction lies in their presentation. Inline quotes are integrated into your
own sentences and enclosed in quotation marks. Block quotes, for longer passages
(typically four or more manuscript lines or about 100 words), are set apart from the main
text by indentation and do not use quotation marks around the entire block.

Q: How should a block quote be indented according to
the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: A block quote should be indented one-half inch from the left margin. This indentation is
applied consistently to the entire block of quoted text.



Q: Do I need to use quotation marks around a block
quote in Chicago style?
A: No, you do not use quotation marks around the entire block quote. The indentation itself
serves as the visual cue that the text is a quotation.

Q: What punctuation typically precedes a block quote in
Chicago style?
A: A colon is typically used to introduce a block quote, following an independent clause or
introductory phrase. For example: "The author explains the process as follows:".

Q: How do I indicate an omission of text within a block
quote in Chicago style?
A: Omissions of text within a block quote are indicated by using ellipses (...). If the omission
occurs at the beginning or end of a sentence, or spans across sentences, four periods
(sentence period plus ellipsis) may be used.

Q: When should I use square brackets within a block
quote according to the Chicago manual block quote
citation format?
A: Square brackets [] should be used to enclose any words you add to a quotation for
clarification or to ensure grammatical coherence within your own sentence. The added text
is not part of the original source.

Q: Does the spacing within a block quote differ from the
rest of the document in Chicago style?
A: Generally, block quotes are double-spaced, consistent with the rest of the document.
However, some instructors or publishers may prefer single-spacing within the block quote,
with extra space above and below. Always check specific guidelines.

Q: How are block quotes cited in the Notes-Bibliography
system of Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, block quotes are cited using footnotes or endnotes. A
superscript number is placed after the quotation, linking it to a corresponding note
containing the author, title, and page number(s).



Q: How are block quotes cited in the Author-Date
system of Chicago style?
A: In the Author-Date system, block quotes are cited using parenthetical citations within the
text, typically after the quotation. This citation includes the author's last name, the year of
publication, and the page number (e.g., (Smith 2022, 15)).
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