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Navigating the Chicago Manual Bibliography for Government Documents

chicago manual bibliography for government documents requires a meticulous approach, ensuring

academic integrity and proper attribution. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of citing

various forms of government publications according to the esteemed Chicago Manual of Style

(CMOS). From legislative acts and court decisions to reports from federal agencies and international

bodies, understanding the specific formatting rules is paramount for researchers, students, and

scholars. We will explore the fundamental principles, common pitfalls, and detailed examples to

demystify the process of creating accurate and compliant bibliographies. This article will serve as your

authoritative resource for mastering the Chicago style when dealing with the diverse landscape of

government documents.
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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a robust framework for citing a wide array of sources, and

government documents are no exception. At its core, CMOS emphasizes providing enough information

for a reader to locate the cited work easily. For government documents, this often means identifying

the issuing agency, the title of the publication, the date of publication, and any relevant series or report

numbers. The overarching goal is clarity and consistency, ensuring that each entry in your bibliography

is both accurate and informative.

When approaching government documents, it is crucial to recognize that their structure and authorship

can differ significantly from traditional books or articles. Often, the author is an organization or a

governmental body rather than an individual. CMOS provides specific guidelines to handle these

corporate authors, typically placing the name of the agency at the beginning of the citation.

Furthermore, the nature of government documents, which can include legislation, judicial opinions,

reports, and hearings, necessitates distinct citation formats to capture their unique characteristics.

Citing Federal Government Publications

Federal government publications represent a substantial category, encompassing documents from

agencies like the U.S. Congress, the executive branch, and various federal departments. The Chicago

Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for these materials, distinguishing between different

types of federal documents.

Citing Congressional Publications

Congressional publications, such as bills, resolutions, committee reports, and hearings, have specific

citation requirements. For bills and resolutions, you would typically include the bill number, the session



number, and the title. Committee reports and hearings, on the other hand, require the committee

name, the title of the report or hearing, and the Congress and session in which it was issued. The

general format aims to pinpoint the exact legislative action or discussion.

A common example for a congressional report might look something like this (though specific details

like numbering will vary):

U.S. Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means. Report of the Committee on Ways and

Means on H.R. 1234. 117th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rep. 117-50. Washington, DC: Government

Printing Office, 2021.

Citing Executive Agency Publications

Publications from executive agencies, including reports, studies, and regulations, also follow distinct

Chicago style guidelines. The issuing agency is central to the citation, followed by the title of the

publication, its publication number (if applicable), and the date. For online publications, you would also

include the URL and access date.

For instance, citing a report from a federal agency could appear as:

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

National Health Interview Survey: 2020 Data. DHHS Publication No. 20-1234. Atlanta, GA: CDC,

2021.



Citing Judicial Opinions and Legal Materials

Citing legal materials, including court decisions, requires adherence to specific legal citation

conventions, often integrated within CMOS. While CMOS acknowledges that legal citations may follow

specialized styles, it provides guidance for incorporating them into a general bibliography. Key

elements include the case name, volume and page number of the reporter, and the court and year of

the decision.

A simplified example of a U.S. Supreme Court case citation might be:

Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

Note that while this is a common format, legal citation can be highly complex and may require

consulting a legal citation guide for absolute precision.

Citing State and Local Government Publications

Citing documents from state and local governments shares many similarities with federal document

citation, but it necessitates attention to the specific governmental structure of the state or locality. The

issuing body, whether it's a state legislature, a municipal department, or a county agency, is the

primary identifier.

Citing State Legislature Publications

Similar to federal congressional documents, state legislative materials such as bills, acts, and

committee reports will require the state name, legislative body, and specific identifying numbers and



titles. The year of publication or enactment is also a critical component.

An example might be:

California Legislature. Assembly. Assembly Bill No. 567. Introduced February 15, 2022.

Citing State and Local Agency Reports

Reports and publications from state and local agencies follow the general principle of identifying the

issuing body first. This could be a state department of education, a city planning commission, or a

county health department. The title of the report, publication date, and any relevant report or document

numbers are then included.

For a city report:

City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development. Chicago Comprehensive Plan 2020.

Chicago, IL: City of Chicago, 2020.

Citing International Government Publications

International governmental organizations (IGOs) and documents issued by foreign governments also

fall under the purview of bibliography for government documents. CMOS provides guidance on how to

cite these, often emphasizing the organization's name as the author, followed by the title and

publication details.



Citing Publications from International Organizations

For organizations like the United Nations, the World Health Organization, or the International Monetary

Fund, the organization's name serves as the author. The title of the document, series information, and

publication date are then provided, along with any relevant document codes.

An example might be:

United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. World

Population Prospects 2022: Summary of Results. UN DESA/POP/2022/TR/NO. 3. New York:

United Nations, 2022.

Citing Foreign Government Publications

When citing documents from foreign national governments, you would typically start with the country

name, followed by the relevant ministry or agency, and then the publication details. The specific

language of the document and its original publication information are important considerations.

Special Cases and Nuances in Government Document Citation

Beyond the general categories, certain types of government documents present unique citation

challenges. Understanding these nuances ensures completeness and accuracy in your bibliography,

particularly for specialized research.



Citing Government Websites and Online Resources

With the increasing prevalence of digital government information, citing online resources is essential.

The Chicago Manual of Style directs users to include the name of the agency or organization, the title

of the specific webpage or document, the website name, and the URL. Crucially, the date of access

must also be provided, as online content can change or be removed.

Example:

National Archives and Records Administration. "About Us." Accessed November 15, 2023.

https://www.archives.gov/about.

Handling Treaties and International Agreements

Treaties and international agreements have their own specific citation formats. CMOS advises

including the title of the treaty, the date it was signed or entered into force, and the source where it

can be found, such as a treaty reporter or official gazette. The parties to the agreement are also

important contextual information.

When Government Documents Are Published Commercially

Sometimes, government documents are republished by commercial entities. In such cases, the citation

should reflect the commercial publisher, while still acknowledging the original government source. This

ensures that the reader can access the most readily available version while maintaining the integrity of

the source information.



The Role of the Superintendent of Documents (SuDoc) Number

For U.S. federal documents, the Superintendent of Documents (SuDoc) number is a unique

classification system. While not always mandatory in a general bibliography, it can be extremely useful

for precise identification and retrieval, especially in academic or archival contexts. CMOS guidelines

often suggest including it when it aids in locating the document.

The inclusion of the SuDoc number adds a layer of specificity:

U.S. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Nomination of John Smith to be Associate

Justice of the Supreme Court: Hearings before the Committee on the Judiciary. 118th Cong., 1st

sess. S. Hrg. 118-100. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2023. SuDoc No. Y

4.J 89/2:S.HRG.118-100.

Mastering the nuances of the chicago manual bibliography for government documents empowers

researchers to cite these vital resources accurately and effectively, contributing to the credibility and

reproducibility of their work.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element when citing a government

document in Chicago style?

A: The most crucial element is providing enough identifying information for your reader to locate the

exact document you consulted. This typically involves the issuing agency, the title, and the date of

publication, along with any relevant identifiers like bill numbers or report numbers.



Q: How do I cite a government report that doesn't have an individual

author?

A: When a government document lacks an individual author, the issuing government agency or

department is treated as the author. You would list the name of the agency, followed by the title of the

report and its publication details.

Q: What is the difference between citing a U.S. federal document and a

state government document in Chicago style?

A: The core principles are similar, but you must accurately identify the specific governmental level. For

federal documents, you'll note "U.S." or the specific federal agency. For state documents, you'll begin

with the name of the state and then the relevant state agency or legislative body.

Q: Should I always include the Superintendent of Documents (SuDoc)

number for U.S. federal documents?

A: Including the SuDoc number is highly recommended, especially for older or more obscure federal

documents, as it significantly aids in precise identification and retrieval. CMOS suggests including it

when it enhances clarity.

Q: How do I cite a government document that I found online?

A: For online government documents, you'll need to include the issuing agency, title, website name,

URL, and the date you accessed the information. This is crucial because online content can be

updated or removed.



Q: What if a government document has been republished by a

commercial publisher?

A: If a government document has been republished by a commercial entity, you should cite the

commercial publisher as the primary source, but still acknowledge the original government origin. This

helps readers access the most convenient version while respecting the document's provenance.

Q: Are there special rules for citing treaties and international

agreements?

A: Yes, treaties and international agreements have specific citation requirements. You'll typically

include the title of the treaty, its signing date, and the source where it can be found, such as a treaty

reporter or official publication.
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