
chicago journal citation guide
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a highly respected and widely adopted style guide,
particularly within academic and scholarly circles, and understanding the chicago
journal citation guide is essential for anyone publishing research. This comprehensive
guide provides clear and consistent rules for citing sources, ensuring academic integrity
and facilitating reader navigation. Whether you are a student, a seasoned researcher, or
an editor, mastering the intricacies of Chicago style citations for journals will elevate the
quality and professionalism of your work. This article will delve into the foundational
principles, specific formatting requirements, and common scenarios encountered when
citing journal articles using the Chicago Manual of Style, covering both the author-date
and notes-bibliography systems.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS or CMS, is a comprehensive
style guide that covers a wide range of editorial and typographic practices. Published by
the University of Chicago Press, it has been a go-to resource for writers, editors, and
publishers for over a century. Its detailed instructions aim to ensure clarity, consistency,
and accuracy in written communication, particularly in academic and scholarly contexts.
The guide addresses everything from grammar and punctuation to the nuances of
documentation and citation, making it an indispensable tool for producing high-quality
written work.

The enduring popularity of the Chicago Manual of Style stems from its thoroughness and
flexibility. It provides detailed explanations and examples for numerous situations,
catering to a diverse array of disciplines and publication types. While it is particularly
prevalent in the humanities, social sciences, and some scientific fields, its principles are
broadly applicable. Adhering to CMOS guidelines demonstrates a commitment to scholarly
rigor and enhances the credibility of your research by allowing readers to easily locate
and verify your sources.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems



A key feature of the Chicago Manual of Style is its provision of two distinct citation
systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Each system serves
slightly different purposes and is preferred in various academic fields. Understanding
which system is appropriate for your context is the first step in correctly applying the
chicago journal citation guide.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text. Each note corresponds to a superscript number
placed after the relevant passage. At the end of the document, a bibliography lists all the
sources cited, providing full bibliographic details. This system is commonly found in
history, literature, and the arts, where extensive quotation and commentary are frequent.

In the notes-bibliography system, the first citation of a source in a note typically includes
full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened
to include the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. The
bibliography at the end provides a consolidated list of all consulted sources, usually
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, on the other hand, uses parenthetical in-text citations that include
the author's last name and the year of publication. For example, a citation might appear as
(Smith 2020). Similar to the notes-bibliography system, a reference list, rather than a
bibliography, is provided at the end of the document. This list includes full bibliographic
details for all sources cited in the text, typically arranged alphabetically by author's last
name.

The author-date system is widely used in the social sciences, natural sciences, and some
technical fields. Its advantage lies in its conciseness within the text, allowing readers to
quickly identify the author and date of a source without interrupting the flow of reading
with extensive footnotes. The accompanying reference list ensures that readers can still
access all necessary publication details.

Citing Journal Articles in Notes-Bibliography
Style

Citing journal articles using the notes-bibliography system requires careful attention to
specific details. The primary goal is to provide enough information in the notes for the
reader to locate the source, with full details consolidated in the bibliography.



Footnotes and Endnotes for Journal Articles

When citing a journal article for the first time in a note, the format generally includes the
author's first and last names, the title of the article in quotation marks, the title of the
journal in italics, the volume number, the issue number (if applicable), the year of
publication, and the page number(s) of the specific citation. For example:

1. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2021): 112.

Subsequent citations of the same journal article are typically shortened. This shortened
note usually includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if
necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number.
For instance:

2. Doe, "Social Media," 115.

Bibliography Entries for Journal Articles

The bibliography entry for a journal article in notes-bibliography style provides the
complete bibliographic information in a specific order. The author's last name comes first,
followed by a comma, then the first name. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks,
followed by the journal title in italics. The volume and issue numbers, publication year in
parentheses, and the page range of the article are then provided. For example:

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of
Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2021): 110–130.

If the journal is paginated by volume, the issue number may be omitted. If the journal is
paginated by issue, then the issue number is typically included. Consistency is key, and
the chicago journal citation guide provides specific instructions for these variations.

Citing Journal Articles in Author-Date Style

The author-date system streamlines in-text citations for journal articles, relying on brief
parenthetical references to direct readers to the reference list for full details.

In-Text Citations for Journal Articles



In the author-date system, journal articles are cited parenthetically within the text,
including the author's last name and the year of publication. If you are referring to a
specific part of the article, the page number is also included. For example:

(Doe 2021, 112)

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year of publication needs to be
in parentheses:

Doe argues that the impact of social media on political discourse is profound (2021, 112).

Reference List Entries for Journal Articles

The reference list entry for a journal article in the author-date system closely resembles
the bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system, with a few key differences in
punctuation and order. The author's last name is followed by a comma and their first
name. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks. The journal title appears in italics,
followed by the volume number, and then the year of publication in parentheses. The page
range of the article follows the year. For example:

Doe, Jane. 2021. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of
Communication Studies 25 (3): 110–130.

Note that the page range is preceded by a colon, and the year is placed in parentheses
after the journal title and volume number. The chicago journal citation guide
emphasizes the precise placement of punctuation for clarity.

Essential Elements of a Journal Citation

Regardless of the Chicago citation system used, several core pieces of information are
vital for accurately citing a journal article. These elements ensure that readers can easily
identify and retrieve the source.

Author(s)
The name(s) of the author(s) are fundamental. In notes-bibliography style, the first and
last names are used in notes, and the last name is followed by the first name in the
bibliography. In author-date style, the last name precedes the first initial or full first name
in the reference list, and the last name is used in the in-text citation.

Article Title
The full title of the journal article should be accurately transcribed. In both Chicago
systems, the article title is enclosed in quotation marks.



Journal Title
The name of the journal in which the article was published is crucial for identification. The
journal title is consistently italicized in both Chicago citation systems.

Volume and Issue Numbers
Journal articles are typically identified by their volume and, if applicable, issue numbers.
These help pinpoint the specific publication within the journal's run. The exact format for
these numbers can vary slightly depending on whether the journal is paginated by volume
or by issue.

Publication Date
The year of publication is essential for dating the source. In author-date style, it is a key
component of the in-text citation. For notes-bibliography, it appears in the note and
bibliography entry.

Page Numbers
The specific page numbers on which the cited material appears are necessary for direct
retrieval. In notes-bibliography, this is critical for the note; in author-date, it is included in
the in-text citation if specific material is referenced.

Special Cases in Journal Citation

While the standard formats cover most situations, the chicago journal citation guide
also addresses less common scenarios to ensure comprehensive citation practices.

Articles with Multiple Authors

For articles with two or three authors, all names are typically listed in notes-bibliography
and reference lists. For articles with four or more authors, only the first author's name is
listed, followed by "et al." (and others) in notes and in-text citations, but the full list of
authors might be included in the bibliography/reference list in some cases, or just the first
author followed by "et al." in the bibliography/reference list as well. Always check the
most recent edition of the CMOS for the latest guidelines.

Online Journal Articles



Citing online journal articles requires including a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if
available, or a stable URL. The DOI is the preferred method for online articles as it
provides a persistent link. If no DOI is available, a URL from which the article was
accessed should be provided, along with the access date.

Example (Notes-Bibliography with DOI): 3. John Smith, "A New Look at Ancient
History," Historical Review 40, no. 1 (2019): 55, doi:10.1086/54321.

Example (Author-Date with DOI): Smith, John. 2019. "A New Look at Ancient
History." Historical Review 40 (1): 50–60. doi:10.1086/54321.

Articles without Page Numbers

Some online journals may not have traditional pagination. In such cases, locators or
section numbers might be used if available. If neither is present, the citation may omit
page numbers or use other identifying markers as per the specific journal's convention or
the latest CMOS guidance.

Best Practices for Chicago Journal Citations

Adhering to best practices ensures that your Chicago journal citations are accurate,
consistent, and professional.

Consistency is Key: Whichever system you use (notes-bibliography or author-date),
apply it consistently throughout your entire document. Do not mix and match citation
styles.

Accuracy of Information: Double-check all bibliographic details, including author
names, titles, journal names, volume and issue numbers, publication dates, and page
numbers. Even minor errors can hinder retrieval.

Consult the Latest Edition: The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated.
Always refer to the most recent edition (currently the 17th edition) for the most
current and accurate guidelines.

Understand Your Field's Preference: While CMOS offers two systems, your
discipline or publisher might have a specific preference. Clarify this before you begin
citing.

Use Citation Management Software Wisely: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can help manage your sources and generate citations. However, always
review their output for accuracy against the CMOS guidelines.



Mastering the chicago journal citation guide is an ongoing process that involves
careful attention to detail and a commitment to scholarly integrity. By understanding the
core principles of both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and by diligently
applying the specific rules for citing journal articles, you can ensure your research is
properly documented and presented with the highest degree of professionalism.

FAQ: Chicago Journal Citation Guide

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for journal citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and at the end
of the document. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for
in-text citations and a bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical
author-date citations in the text (e.g., (Smith 2020)) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with more than three
authors in the Chicago notes-bibliography system?
A: For articles with four or more authors in the notes-bibliography system, you typically
list only the first author's name followed by "et al." in the footnote or endnote. In the
bibliography, the common practice is to list all authors up to a certain number (often three
or four), then use "et al." for the rest. Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style for precise rules on the number of authors to list.

Q: When citing an online journal article, what is
preferred over a URL?
A: A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is always preferred over a URL when citing an online
journal article. The DOI provides a stable and persistent link to the article, ensuring
readers can access it even if the URL changes.

Q: Should I include the issue number for every journal
citation in Chicago style?
A: You should include the issue number if the journal is paginated by issue. If the journal is
paginated continuously by volume, the issue number is often omitted. The Chicago Manual
of Style provides specific guidance on how to determine this and format it correctly.

Q: How do I format the article title and the journal title
in a Chicago journal citation?
A: In both Chicago citation systems, the title of the journal article is enclosed in quotation
marks. The title of the journal itself is italicized.



Q: What is the correct punctuation for a journal article
citation in the author-date reference list?
A: In the author-date reference list, the format generally follows: Author Last Name, First
Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page Range. Note the colon after
the issue number and the period at the end of the entry.

Q: Do I need to include the access date for online
journal articles in Chicago style?
A: You should include the access date if you are citing an online journal article that does
not have a DOI and is not part of a stable archive. If a DOI is provided or if the article is
from a stable online source, an access date is usually not necessary.

Q: How do I handle an article that is part of a special
issue in Chicago style?
A: For articles in special issues, you may need to indicate this in the citation. Depending
on the specific context and the latest CMOS guidelines, you might include the name of the
special issue or the name of the guest editor after the journal title or within the citation
details.
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