chicago citation indirect speech

Chicago citation indirect speech is a fundamental aspect of academic writing and scholarly
communication, ensuring proper attribution and preventing plagiarism when reporting what
someone else has said or written without using their exact words. This article will delve into the
intricacies of citing indirect speech according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering its
definition, purpose, and the practical application of various citation styles. We will explore how to
integrate paraphrased ideas into your work, differentiate indirect speech from direct quotations, and
master the nuances of footnote/endnote and author-date systems. Understanding these principles is
crucial for maintaining academic integrity and enhancing the credibility of your research.
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Understanding Indirect Speech in Chicago Style

What Constitutes Indirect Speech?

Indirect speech, also known as reported speech, involves conveying the substance of what someone
else has stated or written without employing their precise wording. Instead of using quotation
marks, you paraphrase or summarize the original statement, integrating it seamlessly into your own
prose. For instance, instead of writing, "She said, 'The project deadline has been extended," you
would write that she announced the project deadline had been extended. The core idea remains the
same, but the grammatical structure and wording are altered to fit the context of your writing.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) governs the academic and publishing world with detailed
guidelines on how to present and cite information, and indirect speech is a significant part of this
framework. Accurate citation of indirect speech is not merely a stylistic choice; it is a cornerstone of
academic honesty and intellectual responsibility. It demonstrates respect for the original author's
work and allows your readers to locate the source of the information if they wish to explore it
further.

Distinguishing Indirect Speech from Direct Quotations

The primary distinction between indirect speech and direct quotations lies in the verbatim
reproduction of the source material. Direct quotations, enclosed in quotation marks, present the
author's exact words. Indirect speech, conversely, rephrases these words into your own sentence



structure. For example, if a source states, "The research indicates a significant correlation between
exercise and mood enhancement," an indirect speech citation would present this as: The research
suggests a notable connection between physical activity and improved mood. While both require
proper citation, the formatting and integration into your text differ significantly.

The Purpose and Importance of Citing Indirect Speech

Ensuring Academic Integrity and Avoiding Plagiarism

The paramount reason for citing indirect speech is to uphold academic integrity. When you
paraphrase or summarize an idea, you are still borrowing from another person's intellectual
property. Failing to acknowledge this debt, even unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism. Chicago
citation indirect speech provides the necessary framework to give credit where it is due, ensuring
that your work is original and ethically sound. Proper attribution builds trust with your readers and
demonstrates your commitment to scholarly standards.

Crediting Original Sources and Enhancing Research
Credibility

Proper citation of indirect speech also serves to credit the original thinkers and researchers whose
ideas contribute to your own arguments. It allows your audience to trace the lineage of concepts and
to explore the primary sources for deeper understanding. By clearly indicating where your
information originates, you lend credibility to your research. It shows that your work is well-
supported by existing scholarship and that you have engaged critically with the relevant literature.
This transparency is vital for the advancement of knowledge.

Key Components of a Chicago Citation for Indirect
Speech

Identifying Essential Information for Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the footnote/endnote system or the author-date system in
Chicago style, certain essential pieces of information are required for a complete citation of indirect
speech. These typically include the author's name, the title of the work, the publication details (such
as publisher and year), and crucially, the specific location within the source where the idea can be
found. For indirect speech, the page number or range is vital for locating the paraphrased
information.



The Role of Page Numbers in Locating Information

Page numbers are indispensable when citing indirect speech, especially in scholarly works that may
be lengthy or complex. They serve as a direct pointer to the specific passage or section where the
author discussed the idea you are reporting. Without precise page numbers, a reader would face a
significant challenge in verifying your claims or delving deeper into the original source. This
precision is a hallmark of rigorous academic practice and a key benefit of following Chicago citation
indirect speech guidelines.

Chicago Manual of Style: Footnote/Endnote System for
Indirect Speech

Formatting Footnotes/Endnotes for Paraphrased Material

In the Chicago footnote/endnote system, each instance of indirect speech requires a corresponding
numbered note. The first note for a given source will be a full citation, detailing all necessary
bibliographical information. Subsequent notes for the same source can be shortened, often including
just the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. For indirect speech, it's crucial
to include the page number(s) from which the paraphrased idea was drawn.

For example, a first note might look like this: John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2020), 45. A subsequent note referencing the same work for indirect speech would
be abbreviated: Smith, History of Ideas, 78.

Creating a Bibliography for Footnote/Endnote Citations

Alongside footnotes or endnotes, the Chicago style mandates the creation of a bibliography at the
end of the paper. This bibliography lists all the sources consulted and cited in the text, presented in
alphabetical order by author's last name. For indirect speech, the bibliographic entry for each
source will include the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication information, and any
relevant locators like page numbers if the reference is to a specific part of a larger work. The goal is
to provide a comprehensive list for readers to consult.

Chicago Manual of Style: Author-Date System for
Indirect Speech

In-Text Citations for Paraphrased Content

The author-date system of Chicago citation, often preferred in scientific and social science
disciplines, uses brief in-text citations parenthetically inserted within the prose. For indirect speech,
the in-text citation typically includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page
number(s) where the information was found. This immediate citation alerts the reader to the source



of the paraphrased idea right at the point of its introduction.

For instance: (Smith 2020, 45). This brevity in the text directs the reader to the full bibliographic
entry for more details.

Compiling a Reference List for Author-Date Citations

Similar to the bibliography in the footnote/endnote system, the author-date system requires a
reference list at the end of the document. This list contains full bibliographic details for all sources
cited in the text. Entries are alphabetized by author's last name. Each entry provides enough
information for the reader to locate the original source, including author, year, title, and publication
details. The consistency between the in-text citations and the reference list is key to the
effectiveness of this system.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them When Citing
Indirect Speech

Over-Reliance on Source Phrasing

A frequent mistake when dealing with indirect speech is to change only a few words from the
original text while retaining much of its structure and phrasing. This practice can still constitute
plagiarism, even if direct quotation marks are not used. To avoid this, focus on understanding the
core idea of the source material and then express that idea entirely in your own words and sentence
structures. Read the source, set it aside, and then write what you recall, ensuring your unique voice
and style.

Inaccurate Page Number Referencing

Another common error is citing incorrect page numbers or omitting them altogether when
referencing indirect speech. This undermines the purpose of citation, which is to allow readers to
verify your information. Always double-check that the page number you provide accurately
corresponds to the location of the paraphrased idea in the source. If an idea is discussed across
multiple pages, it is good practice to provide a page range (e.g., pp. 45-47).

Misinterpreting or Distorting the Original Meaning

When paraphrasing, it is essential to accurately represent the original author's intent and meaning.
Misinterpreting or distorting the original idea, even unintentionally, can lead to misinformation.
Before writing your paraphrase, ensure you have a thorough understanding of the source material. If
you are unsure about a particular point, it is often safer to use a direct quotation or consult another
source.



Examples of Chicago Citation Indirect Speech in
Practice

Example using Footnote/Endnote System

Imagine you are discussing a historical event and have paraphrased information from a book. Your
text might read: Historians generally agree that the economic downturn significantly impacted
public sentiment towards the ruling party.

In the footnote/endnote system, this would be accompanied by a note like:

e 1. David Miller, Economic Cycles and Political Change (New York: Oxford University Press,
2018), 112.

If you later paraphrase another idea from the same book, the subsequent note would be:

e 2. Miller, Economic Cycles, 135.

Example using Author-Date System

Using the same scenario with the author-date system, your text might appear as:

Historians generally agree that the economic downturn significantly impacted public sentiment
towards the ruling party (Miller 2018, 112).

And for a subsequent reference from the same source:

The public's confidence eroded, leading to widespread protests (Miller 2018, 135).

The Role of Paraphrasing and Summarizing in Indirect
Speech Citation

Effective Paraphrasing Techniques

Effective paraphrasing involves more than simply rearranging words or substituting synonyms. It
requires a deep comprehension of the original text and the ability to re-articulate its meaning using
distinct vocabulary and sentence structures. Techniques include:

e Breaking down complex sentences into simpler ones.

e Using a thesaurus cautiously, ensuring the chosen synonyms fit the context.



e Changing the active voice to passive voice, or vice versa.
e Reordering ideas within a sentence or paragraph.

e Focusing on the core concept rather than minute details.

Always remember to cite the original source after paraphrasing.

Concise Summarizing for Broader Ideas

Summarizing is used to condense a larger section of text, such as a chapter or an entire article, into
its main points. When summarizing for indirect speech, you still need to attribute the overarching
ideas to the original author. Summaries should be significantly shorter than the original material
and focus on the most critical arguments or findings. The citation should reflect the source of the
summarized content, often referencing the entire work or a substantial portion thereof.

Ethical Considerations in Citing Indirect Speech

Giving Due Credit to Intellectual Labor

At its heart, Chicago citation indirect speech is about respecting the intellectual labor of others.
Every idea, argument, or piece of data derived from another's work deserves to be acknowledged.
Ethical scholarship demands that you clearly distinguish your own thoughts from those you have
borrowed, no matter how subtly they are integrated into your text. This practice fosters a culture of
mutual respect within the academic community.

Building Trust and Transparency in Scholarly Communication

Transparent citation practices, including the correct handling of indirect speech, are fundamental to
building trust between scholars and with the wider public. When your sources are clearly identified,
your readers can assess the validity of your claims and the breadth of your research. This openness
is not just a rule to be followed; it is a principle that strengthens the integrity and impact of
scholarly communication as a whole.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between direct and indirect speech
in Chicago style?

A: Direct speech uses the exact words of the original speaker or writer, enclosed in quotation marks,
and requires precise page number citation. Indirect speech, or reported speech, rephrases the
original content in your own words, without quotation marks, but still requires citation, usually with



a page number to locate the idea.

Q: Do I need to cite indirect speech if I have paraphrased the
information extensively?

A: Yes, absolutely. Even if you have significantly reworded the original material and changed the
sentence structure, the underlying idea or information still belongs to the original author and must
be cited to avoid plagiarism.

Q: How do I cite indirect speech from a source that doesn't
have page numbers, like a website?

A: For sources without page numbers, like many websites, you should use other locators if available,
such as paragraph numbers (e.g., par. 5) or section headings. If no specific locator is available, and
the entire page is relevant, you may omit the locator but ensure the author and date are present in
the in-text citation and the reference list entry is complete.

Q: When using the Chicago footnote/endnote system, how do I
format the first citation for indirect speech?

A: The first citation for indirect speech in the footnote/endnote system requires a full bibliographic
entry, including the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication information (city,
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) from which the paraphrased idea was drawn.

Q: In the author-date system, what information must be
included in the in-text citation for indirect speech?

A: In the author-date system, the in-text citation for indirect speech must include the author's last
name, the year of publication, and the page number(s) where the paraphrased information is
located. For example: (Smith 2020, 75).

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing indirect speech in
academic writing?

A: The primary purpose of citing indirect speech is to give proper credit to the original source of the
ideas, maintain academic integrity, avoid plagiarism, and allow readers to verify the information by
consulting the original work.

Q: Can I paraphrase an idea from a book and only cite the
chapter, not a specific page?

A: While it is generally preferred to cite specific page numbers for indirect speech, if a concept or
idea is discussed extensively throughout an entire chapter and cannot be pinpointed to a single



page, citing the chapter number might be permissible in some contexts, though page numbers are
always more precise and thus preferred by CMOS. Always aim for the most specific locator.

Q: Does Chicago citation indirect speech require the title of
the source to be included in the in-text citation?

A: No, the full title of the source is generally not included in the in-text citation for indirect speech in
either the footnote/endnote or author-date systems. The title is fully provided in the corresponding
bibliography or reference list entry. The in-text citation is brief.
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