
chicago citation examples for theses
chicago citation examples for theses are essential for academic integrity and
scholarly communication, especially when navigating the complexities of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). A well-formatted thesis demonstrates
meticulous research and adherence to established academic standards. This
comprehensive guide delves into various Chicago citation examples for theses,
covering common source types such as books, journal articles, websites, and
even less conventional materials. Understanding these examples will equip you
with the knowledge to properly cite your sources, avoid plagiarism, and
present your research professionally. We will explore both the Notes-
Bibliography (NB) and Author-Date (AD) systems, highlighting their nuances
and providing practical illustrations. Mastery of these citation practices is
crucial for any graduate student or researcher undertaking a thesis.
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Understanding Chicago Citation Styles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. The choice
between these two often depends on the specific discipline or institutional
guidelines. The NB system, which uses footnotes or endnotes and a
bibliography, is more traditional and frequently seen in humanities
disciplines like history, literature, and the arts. Conversely, the Author-
Date system, which uses in-text citations with author names and publication
dates, along with a reference list, is more common in the social sciences and
some natural sciences. Both systems aim to provide readers with clear and
complete information about the sources consulted, enabling them to locate and
verify the cited material. For a thesis, consistency in whichever system you



choose is paramount.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System for Theses

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of notes, typically
placed at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document
(endnotes), to cite sources within the text. These notes provide a
superscript number that corresponds to a detailed entry in a separate
bibliography at the end of the thesis. This method allows for more expansive
explanatory notes alongside direct citations, which can be particularly
useful in extensive research projects like a thesis where authors may wish to
include tangential but relevant information or elaborate on a point without
disrupting the main flow of the text.

Key Elements of a Chicago Note

A Chicago note, whether a footnote or an endnote, aims to provide sufficient
information for the reader to identify the source. The first time a source is
cited, the note usually includes all relevant publication details, often in a
slightly abbreviated format compared to a full bibliography entry. Subsequent
citations of the same source become more concise, often using the author's
last name, a shortened title, and a page number. It is critical to
distinguish between the first and subsequent citations for clarity and
efficiency within the thesis document.

Key Elements of a Chicago Bibliography Entry

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the thesis, is an alphabetical list
of all sources cited in the notes. Each entry provides a complete
bibliographic record for the source, including author(s), title, publication
information (publisher, year), and location. The purpose of the bibliography
is to offer a comprehensive reference point for the reader, allowing them to
easily find and consult the original works. Strict adherence to formatting
conventions for each source type within the bibliography is crucial for
maintaining a professional academic presentation.

Chicago Citation Examples for Books in NB Style

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of thesis writing. Whether it's a
single-author work, an edited volume, or a chapter within an edited book, the
Chicago NB style has specific formats. The first note will contain more
details than subsequent notes.



First Note Citation for a Book:
Footnote number. Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of
Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

For example:
1. Eleanor Vance, The History of Medieval Art (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2018), 45.

Subsequent Note Citation for the Same Book:
Footnote number. Author Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number.

For example:
4. Vance, Medieval Art, 112.

Bibliography Entry for a Book:
Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

For example:
Vance, Eleanor. The History of Medieval Art. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2018.

Chicago Citation Examples for Journal Articles in NB
Style

Journal articles are a staple in most theses, requiring specific formatting
for both notes and the bibliography. The details included will reflect the
online or print nature of the journal.

First Note Citation for a Journal Article:
Footnote number. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

For example:
2. David Chen, "The Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Ecosystems,"
Environmental Science Journal 15, no. 3 (2020): 210.

Subsequent Note Citation for the Same Article:
Footnote number. Author Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article," Page
Number(s).

For example:
5. Chen, "Climate Change," 215.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article:
Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

For example:



Chen, David. "The Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Ecosystems."
Environmental Science Journal 15, no. 3 (2020): 208–22.

Chicago Citation Examples for Websites in NB Style

Citing online resources is increasingly common. Chicago provides guidelines
for various web content, focusing on providing enough information for
retrieval.

First Note Citation for a Web Page:
Footnote number. Author First Name Last Name (if known), "Title of Web Page,"
Name of Website, Publication Date (if available), accessed Month Day, Year,
URL.

For example:
3. National Park Service, "Grand Canyon Geology," NPS.gov, last modified
October 10, 2022, accessed March 15, 2024,
www.nps.gov/grca/learn/nature/geology.htm.

Bibliography Entry for a Web Page:
Author Last Name, First Name (if known). "Title of Web Page." Name of
Website. Publication Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example:
National Park Service. "Grand Canyon Geology." NPS.gov. Last modified October
10, 2022. Accessed March 15, 2024. www.nps.gov/grca/learn/nature/geology.htm.

Chicago Citation Examples for Other Sources in NB
Style

Theses can draw from a wide array of sources, including dissertations,
reports, and interviews. Each requires careful formatting.

Dissertation (Unpublished):
1. Maria Rodriguez, "Urban Planning in Developing Nations" (PhD diss.,
University of Chicago, 2019), 78.
Maria Rodriguez. "Urban Planning in Developing Nations." PhD diss.,
University of Chicago, 2019.

Report:
2. World Health Organization, Global Health Report 2023 (Geneva: WHO Press,
2023), 35.
World Health Organization. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: WHO Press,
2023.

Interview:
3. Interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, conducted by author, July 10, 2023.



Reed, Evelyn. Interview by author. July 10, 2023.

The Author-Date (AD) System for Theses

The Author-Date system, prevalent in many scientific and social science
disciplines, offers a more concise in-text citation. Instead of lengthy
footnotes or endnotes, brief parenthetical citations referencing the author
and publication year are used directly within the text. This system is often
favored for its efficiency in presenting detailed research where the
chronological and authorship aspects of sources are particularly important.

Key Elements of an Author-Date In-Text Citation

In the Author-Date system, an in-text citation typically includes the
author's last name and the year of publication. If a direct quote is used,
the page number is also included. These citations are usually placed at the
end of a sentence or clause, enclosed in parentheses. The brevity of these
citations allows the main text to flow without interruption, directing
readers to the comprehensive reference list for full source details.

Key Elements of an Author-Date Reference List Entry

The reference list, similar to the bibliography in the NB system, is an
alphabetical compilation of all sources cited in the text. However, the
format of each entry differs to accommodate the Author-Date structure. The
author's name, publication year, title, and publication details are included,
but the presentation is geared towards immediate identification of the source
based on the author and date provided in the in-text citation.

Chicago Citation Examples for Books in AD Style

Citing books in the Author-Date system is straightforward and emphasizes the
author and year prominently.

In-Text Citation:
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

For example:
The early development of urban infrastructure was a significant challenge
(Smith 2010, 75).

Reference List Entry:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication:



Publisher.

For example:
Smith, John. 2010. The Evolution of Urban Systems. London: Routledge.

Chicago Citation Examples for Journal Articles in AD
Style

Journal articles are cited in a manner that aligns with the Author-Date
system's focus on immediate source identification.

In-Text Citation:
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

For example:
Recent studies indicate a rise in renewable energy adoption (Garcia and Lee
2021, 18).

Reference List Entry:
Author Last Name, First Name, and Author First Name Last Name. Year. "Title
of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page Number(s).

For example:
Garcia, Ana, and Ben Lee. 2021. "Trends in Solar Power Integration." Journal
of Renewable Energy 45 (2): 15–32.

Chicago Citation Examples for Websites in AD Style

Online sources are integrated into the Author-Date system with clear
attribution of authorship and publication date where available.

In-Text Citation:
(Author Last Name Year) or (Name of Organization Year)

For example:
The latest economic indicators suggest a robust recovery (World Bank 2023).

Reference List Entry:
Author Last Name, First Name (if known). Year. "Title of Web Page." Name of
Website. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example:
World Bank. 2023. "Global Economic Outlook." WorldBank.org. Accessed March
15, 2024. www.worldbank.org/en/research/publication/global-economic-outlook.



Chicago Citation Examples for Other Sources in AD
Style

The Author-Date system also accommodates various other source types, ensuring
consistency throughout the thesis.

Dissertation (Unpublished):
(Author Last Name Year)

For example:
The impact of social media on political discourse has been extensively
studied (Kim 2018).
Kim, Sarah. 2018. "The Influence of Digital Platforms on Political
Engagement." PhD diss., Stanford University.

Report:
(Author or Organization Year)

For example:
The agricultural sector faces new challenges (FAO 2022).
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 2022. The State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World. Rome: FAO.

Formatting Considerations for Theses

Beyond the specific citation examples, the overall formatting of your thesis
plays a critical role in its presentation. Adherence to institutional
guidelines for margins, font size, line spacing, and pagination is essential.
When using the Chicago style, ensure that footnotes or endnotes are
consistently formatted if you are using the NB system, and that the reference
list or bibliography is alphabetized correctly. Page numbers for cited works
should always be accurate.

Common Citation Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating citation rules can be challenging, and several common errors can
undermine the credibility of a thesis. These include:
Inconsistent application of the chosen citation style (NB or AD).
Missing essential publication details for sources.
Incorrectly alphabetizing the bibliography or reference list.
Failing to cite all sources, leading to unintentional plagiarism.
Misattributing quotations or paraphrased ideas.
Using outdated citation guidelines.
Not including page numbers for direct quotations in either system.



Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems
for theses?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography (NB) system uses footnotes or endnotes with corresponding
superscript numbers in the text, which are then detailed in a bibliography.
The Author-Date (AD) system uses brief in-text parenthetical citations (e.g.,
(Author Year, page)), which correspond to a full reference list at the end of
the work.

Q: When should I use the Chicago Notes-Bibliography
system versus the Author-Date system in my thesis?
A: The choice between the two systems is often dictated by your academic
discipline or institutional requirements. The NB system is traditionally
favored in the humanities (history, literature, art history), while the AD
system is more common in the social sciences and natural sciences. Always
consult your thesis advisor or departmental guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style for my
thesis if the author is unknown?
A: If the author of a webpage is unknown, you typically begin the citation
with the title of the specific webpage. For the Notes-Bibliography system,
the note would start with the title, followed by the website name,
publication date (if available), access date, and URL. In the Author-Date
system, the reference list entry would start with the title, then the website
name, access date, and URL, as the year might also be absent.

Q: What is the correct way to cite an edited book in
my thesis using Chicago style?
A: For an edited book in the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note would
include the editor(s) with "ed." or "eds." after their names, followed by the
book title and publication details. The bibliography entry would list the
editor(s) first, followed by the title and publication information. In the
Author-Date system, the reference list entry would similarly begin with the
editor(s), year, title, and publisher.

Q: How do I handle subsequent citations of the same
source in my thesis using Chicago Notes-Bibliography



style?
A: For subsequent citations of a source you've already cited in full, you use
a shortened format. This typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (italicized), and the page number. For
example: Vance, Medieval Art, 112.

Q: What are the essential elements of an in-text
citation in the Chicago Author-Date system for a
thesis?
A: The essential elements of an in-text citation in the Chicago Author-Date
system are the author's last name and the year of publication, enclosed in
parentheses. If you are quoting directly, you must also include the page
number. For example: (Smith 2010, 75).

Q: How do I format a bibliography or reference list
at the end of my thesis in Chicago style?
A: Both the bibliography (for NB) and the reference list (for AD) should be
alphabetized by the author's last name. The specific format of each entry
depends on the source type (book, article, website, etc.), but all entries
must contain complete bibliographic information to allow readers to locate
the source. The title of the list should be either "Bibliography" or
"References," depending on the system used.

Q: What is the Chicago Manual of Style's
recommendation for citing a dissertation in a
thesis?
A: For an unpublished dissertation, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends
including the author's name, the title of the dissertation (italicized), the
type of degree (e.g., PhD diss.), the university granting the degree, and the
year of completion. The format will vary slightly between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems for the note/in-text citation and the
bibliography/reference list entry.
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