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chicago citation examples for specific editions are crucial for academic integrity and
clear communication in scholarly writing. Navigating the nuances of citing different print
runs, translations, or annotated versions of a source can be challenging, yet essential for
accuracy. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process, offering detailed examples
for various scenarios involving specific editions within the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS). We will explore how to effectively cite books, articles, and other resources when
the particular edition consulted is key to understanding the work's context or argument.
Mastering these specific citation practices ensures your readers can locate your sources
precisely and gives due credit to the scholarly effort involved in creating and
disseminating knowledge.
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Understanding the Importance of Specific
Editions in Chicago Style

In academic writing, especially when adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS),
identifying the precise edition of a source is not merely a stylistic preference; it is a
foundational element of scholarly practice. Different editions of a book can vary
significantly. They may contain updated research, revised interpretations, new
introductions, extensive annotations, or corrections to previous printings. Failing to
specify the edition can lead to reader confusion, misinterpretation of your arguments, and
an inability for others to verify your research accurately. CMOS recognizes this critical
distinction and provides clear guidelines for incorporating edition information into both
footnote/endnote citations and bibliography entries.

The impact of an edition can extend beyond simple textual changes. For instance, a
scholarly annotated edition might offer critical commentary that directly informs your
analysis. A later edition might incorporate an author's revisions that alter the original
meaning or scope of the work. Therefore, when you rely on these specific textual features,
or when the publication date itself is significant, Chicago style mandates that you provide
this detail. This practice upholds the principle of transparency, allowing your audience to
engage with the same textual material you consulted and understand the historical or
critical context of your sources.

Citing Books with Specific Editions: Core
Principles

The core principle when citing a book with a specific edition in Chicago style is to provide
enough information for your reader to locate the exact version you used. This typically
involves including the edition number or name after the title of the book. For most
academic works, the first edition is often assumed if no other edition is specified.
However, when you are citing a second, third, revised, expanded, or any subsequent
edition, clearly indicating this is paramount. This practice ensures that your citations
accurately reflect the textual basis of your research, especially when subsequent editions
may contain significant alterations or additions.

The Chicago Manual of Style distinguishes between numbering editions (e.g., "2nd ed.")
and descriptive editions (e.g., "Revised edition," "Expanded edition"). Both require clear
identification. If a book has undergone multiple revisions, citing the most recent one that
you consulted is generally best practice, unless an earlier edition is specifically relevant to
your argument. The placement of edition information in footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography follows specific patterns designed for clarity and conciseness, making it easy
for your readers to pinpoint the exact source.



Footnotes/Endnotes for Specific Editions of Books

In Chicago style's footnote and endnote system, specific edition information for a book is
typically placed after the book's title, often in parentheses. This immediately signals to the
reader that you are referencing a particular printing or version. The exact phrasing
depends on the type of edition. For numbered editions, you would use abbreviations like
"ed." for edition and "rev. ed." for revised edition. For descriptive editions, the full
wording is usually retained. It is crucial to be consistent with the terminology used by the
publisher if available.

Here are some common examples:

For a second edition: John Smith, The History of Ideas (2nd ed. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2010), 55.

For a revised edition: Jane Doe, Modern Poetry Analysis (Rev. ed. New York:
Academic Publishers, 2015), 120.

For an expanded edition: Robert Johnson, Scientific Discoveries Through the Ages
(Expanded ed. Boston: Scholastic Books, 2018), 78.

For a specific anniversary or special edition: Emily White, Literary Criticism Then
and Now (50th Anniversary ed. London: Sterling Press, 2020), 34.

Note that the publication information (city, publisher, year) follows the edition
designation. The page number is provided for direct quotation or specific reference.

Bibliography Entries for Specific Editions of Books

Bibliography entries in Chicago style also require the inclusion of specific edition
information, though the format may differ slightly from footnotes/endnotes for
conciseness. The edition information is generally placed after the title, similar to the note
system, but often without parentheses. For numbered editions, abbreviations are
commonly used. The goal remains to provide a clear pathway for your reader to find the
exact source.

Here are corresponding bibliography examples:

For a second edition: Smith, John. The History of Ideas. 2nd ed. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2010.

For a revised edition: Doe, Jane. Modern Poetry Analysis. Rev. ed. New York:
Academic Publishers, 2015.

For an expanded edition: Johnson, Robert. Scientific Discoveries Through the Ages.
Expanded ed. Boston: Scholastic Books, 2018.



For a specific anniversary or special edition: White, Emily. Literary Criticism Then
and Now. 50th Anniversary ed. London: Sterling Press, 2020.

It is important to ensure that the bibliography entry mirrors the information presented in
the notes, providing a consistent reference point for your reader.

Citing Translated Works with Specific Editions

When citing a translated work, the edition becomes particularly important if it is a specific
translation or if it includes significant introductory or supplementary material by the
translator. Chicago style requires you to acknowledge the translator, and if you are using
a particular edition of that translation, you must specify it. This is often relevant when
different translations of the same original work exist, or when a new introduction by the
translator adds crucial context.

The translator's name is usually introduced with the word "translated by" or "trans."
following the title, and then the edition information for that specific translated version is
provided. The original author is always listed first.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

Plato. The Republic. Translated by Benjamin Jowett. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1992.

Bibliography Example:

Plato. The Republic. Translated by Benjamin Jowett. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1992.

If the edition is particularly significant for its editorial content by the translator, this
should also be noted. For example, if a translator provides extensive critical notes or a
foreword that you are referencing, it might be specified as "edited and translated by."

Citing Annotated or Edited Editions

Annotated and edited editions present a unique challenge because they often contain
original contributions by the editor or annotator, in addition to the primary text. Chicago
style provides guidelines to clearly distinguish between the original author and the
editor/annotator. When citing such an edition, you typically cite the original author,
followed by information about the editor or annotator and the specific edition of their
contribution.

For an edition that is primarily the work of an editor or annotator, you might list the editor
first. If you are citing the primary text but relying on the editor's notes or introduction,



you still need to specify the edited edition.

Footnote/Endnote Example (citing the primary text within an edited edition):

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Edited by Harold Bloom. Modern Library College Edition.
New York: Modern Library, 2007.

Bibliography Example:

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Edited by Harold Bloom. Modern Library College Edition.
New York: Modern Library, 2007.

If you are quoting or referencing the editor's own commentary, you would cite the editor
as the author of that specific part of the work, with the primary text's author mentioned as
well.

Citing Works with Different Publication Years for
Specific Editions

Sometimes, a specific edition of a work is known by its publication year, especially if it
represents a significant revision or a particular scholarly contribution. Chicago style
allows for this by clearly stating the edition and its corresponding publication year. If a
work has been published in multiple editions over several years, it is vital to indicate
which year's edition you are referencing, particularly if your argument hinges on the
content or context of that specific publication date.

Consider a classic text that has been reissued with updated scholarship. You would cite
the year of that specific reissue, which might differ from the original publication year. This
is standard practice for historical documents, scientific papers, or literary works that have
undergone extensive editorial work over time.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

Darwin, Charles. On the Origin of Species. 6th ed., 1872. Reprint, London: John Murray,
1902.

Bibliography Example:

Darwin, Charles. On the Origin of Species. 6th ed., 1872. Reprint, London: John Murray,
1902.

In this example, the original publication year of the 6th edition (1872) is provided,
followed by the publication details of the reprint you consulted (1902). This dual dating
system clarifies both the specific textual version and the physical copy you used.



Citing Online Resources Representing Specific
Editions

Citing online resources that represent specific print editions requires careful attention to
ensure authenticity and verifiability. Often, digital versions may be scanned reproductions
of a particular print edition, or they might be modernized texts. If an online resource
explicitly states it is a reproduction of a specific print edition (e.g., the first edition, a
particular annotated version), you should cite it as such, including details of the original
print edition, and then the details of the online access.

This approach helps readers understand that the digital text corresponds to a recognized
print version, maintaining scholarly rigor. If the online source does not specify a print
edition, you would cite it as a web document, providing the URL and access date.
However, when a specific print edition is identified online, it is your responsibility to
reflect that in your citation.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

Smith, John. The History of Ideas. 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010.
Accessed January 15, 2023. http://www.example.com/historyofideas_2nd_ed.

Bibliography Example:

Smith, John. The History of Ideas. 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010.
Accessed January 15, 2023. http://www.example.com/historyofideas_2nd_ed.

The inclusion of the access date is crucial for online resources, as their content can
change. This practice acknowledges the dynamic nature of digital information while
grounding the citation in a specific, identifiable edition.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Specific
Edition Citations

One common pitfall is neglecting to cite the edition at all, especially when a work has
undergone revisions or contains significant editorial content. This can lead to confusion
about which version of the text you are referencing. Another error is misinterpreting or
inconsistently applying the abbreviations for editions (e.g., using "ed." for revised edition
or vice versa). Always refer to the Chicago Manual of Style for precise terminology and
formatting.

Best practices include developing a systematic approach to identifying and recording
edition information as soon as you begin researching. Double-check your citations against
the source material and consult the CMOS guidelines for each type of source and edition.
Consistency is key; once you adopt a format for citing a specific edition, maintain it
throughout your work. If in doubt, err on the side of providing more detail rather than



less, ensuring your reader has all necessary information to locate your sources accurately.

FAQ

Q: Why is it important to cite the specific edition of a
book in Chicago style?
A: Citing the specific edition is crucial because different editions can contain significant
variations in content, such as updated research, revised arguments, new introductions, or
corrections. This ensures your readers can access the exact text you consulted, leading to
greater accuracy and verifiability of your research.

Q: How do I cite a "revised edition" in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: In Chicago style footnotes, a revised edition is typically cited after the book title, often
in parentheses, using the abbreviation "Rev. ed." For example: Jane Doe, Modern Poetry
Analysis (Rev. ed. New York: Academic Publishers, 2015), 120.

Q: What if I'm citing an older edition of a book?
A: If you are citing an older edition, you should still indicate its edition number or
description and publication year. For instance, if you're using the third edition published
in 1985, you would include that information. The specific format will depend on whether
it's numbered or descriptive, but the goal is always to be precise.

Q: How do I differentiate between the original author
and the editor in Chicago style citations for annotated
editions?
A: When citing an annotated edition, you typically list the original author first, followed by
the editor's name and the specific edition details. For example, in a bibliography:
Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Edited by Harold Bloom. New York: Modern Library, 2007.
If you're referencing the editor's notes, you might cite the editor more prominently.

Q: Are there different rules for citing specific editions of
journal articles in Chicago style?
A: While the concept of "editions" is less common for journal articles compared to books,
you would cite the specific volume and issue numbers, as well as the year of publication,
which effectively serves the purpose of identifying a particular "edition" or instance of the
article's publication. If an article is online and has different versions or updates, you would



note that.

Q: What if a book has both a revised edition and an
expanded edition? How do I cite that?
A: You would cite whichever description best fits the edition you used, or if both apply, you
might combine them. For example, "Revised and Expanded Edition." The Chicago Manual
of Style provides guidance on compound descriptions. It's most important to accurately
represent the edition's title as it appears on the source.

Q: How do I cite a facsimile edition in Chicago style?
A: A facsimile edition is a reproduction of an earlier edition. You would cite the original
author, title, and publication details of the original edition, followed by information about
the facsimile edition, including its publisher and year. For example: Author, Title (Original
ed., Year of original). Facsimile ed., Publisher, Year of facsimile.
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