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chicago citation examples for series information are crucial for academics,
researchers, and writers who need to accurately attribute sources,
particularly when dealing with multi-part works like television series, book
series, or even journal series. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a
robust framework for citing these complex resources, ensuring clarity and
consistency in academic discourse. This article will delve into the
intricacies of citing various types of series, offering comprehensive
examples and explanations for both notes and bibliography formats. We will
explore how to cite individual episodes, entire seasons, and overarching
series, along with considerations for different media. Understanding these
citation principles is paramount for avoiding plagiarism and enabling readers
to locate your sources with ease.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Series

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS, offers guidelines for
citing a wide array of sources, including those that are published in
installments or as part of a larger collection. When dealing with series, the
primary challenge lies in differentiating between citing the series as a
whole and citing a specific component within that series. CMOS emphasizes
providing enough detail so that a reader can locate the exact information
being referenced. This often involves specifying the particular volume,
issue, episode, or installment alongside information about the series itself.

The fundamental principle behind Chicago citation is to provide a clear path
for your reader to find the source material. For series, this means clearly
identifying which part of the series is being discussed. Whether it's a
particular volume in a multi-volume encyclopedia or a specific episode of a
television show, the citation needs to be precise. This level of detail is
what distinguishes a well-researched and professionally presented academic
work.



Citing Television Series

Television series present unique challenges for citation due to their
episodic nature and, often, the collaborative efforts involved in their
production. Chicago style provides distinct methods for citing an entire
series versus a specific episode. When citing an individual episode, it is
crucial to include the episode title, the series title, the director, the
network, the original air date, and potentially the season and episode
number.

Citing a Specific Television Episode

For a specific episode, the note format typically includes the episode title
in quotation marks, followed by the series title in italics, the director's
name, the network that aired it, and the original air date. The bibliography
entry will be more structured, usually beginning with the producer or creator
if prominent, followed by the series title, the episode title, and then the
broadcast information. It's important to be consistent with whether you
include season and episode numbers in your citations.

Note Example:

“The One Where Ross Finds Out," Friends, directed by Michael Lembeck, NBC,
November 16, 1995.

Bibliography Example:

Friends. "The One Where Ross Finds Out." Directed by Michael Lembeck. NBC,
November 16, 1995.

Citing an Entire Television Series

When referencing an entire television series without focusing on a specific
episode, the citation will be more general. The note would typically include
the series title and its broadcast years or a general description of its run.
The bibliography entry would also focus on the series as a whole, perhaps
noting its creator and its overall span.

Note Example:

The Sopranos, HBO, 1999-2007.

Bibliography Example:

The Sopranos. Created by David Chase. HBO, 1999-2007.

Citing Book Series

Book series, such as multi-volume encyclopedias, collected works, or ongoing
novel series, require careful citation to pinpoint the specific volume or



installment being referenced. When citing a particular volume, you will need
to include the author's name, the title of the specific volume, the series
title (if different from the volume title and distinct), the volume number,
the publisher, and the publication year.

Citing a Specific Volume in a Series

For a specific volume, both notes and bibliography entries will follow a
structured format. The author and title of the specific work are paramount.
If the series has a distinct title from the individual volume, it should also
be included, often in italics or as a separate element.

Note Example:

1. J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring, vol. 1 of The Lord of the
Rings (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1954).

Bibliography Example:

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Fellowship of the Ring. Vol. 1 of The Lord of the Rings.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1954.

Citing a Book Series as a Whole

If you are referencing the series as a conceptual unit, the citation will be
less specific to a single volume. This might be useful when discussing the
overall impact or structure of a series. The note would include the series
title and perhaps its editor or author(s) and its general span. The
bibliography would similarly list the series title, editor/author, and
publication information.

Note Example:

The Cambridge Companions to Music series offers in-depth analyses of various
composers.

Bibliography Example:

Cambridge Companions to Music. Edited by various. Cambridge University Press.

Citing Journal Series

Academic journals, which are inherently series, require specific citation
details. When citing an article from a journal, you must include the
author(s), the article title, the journal title, the volume number, the issue
number, and the page numbers, along with the publication year. This is
distinct from citing a journal series in the sense of a multi-part
publication with a unifying title beyond the journal's name.



Citing an Article within a Journal Series

This is the most common scenario when dealing with journals. The citation
needs to be precise to guide readers to the exact article. The format is
well-established in Chicago style for consistency.

Note Example:

1. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Citation Practices," Journal of Academic
Writing 15, no. 2 (2022): 45-60.

Bibliography Example:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Citation Practices." Journal of Academic Writing
15, no. 2 (2022): 45-60.

Citing a Specific Issue or Volume of a Journal
Series

Occasionally, you might want to reference an entire issue or volume of a
journal, perhaps for its thematic coherence or as a significant contribution
to a field.

Note Example:

The Proceedings of the Society for Historical Studies, vol. 30 (2023).
Bibliography Example:

The Proceedings of the Society for Historical Studies. Vol. 30. 2023.

Citing Other Types of Series

Beyond television, books, and journals, many other types of series exist,
such as documentary series, podcast series, or even comic book series. The
principles of citation remain the same: identify the specific component and
the overarching series with all necessary publication details.

Citing Documentary Series

Similar to television series, documentary series citations will depend on
whether you are referencing the entire series or a specific episode.

Note Example:

"The Rise of Rome," Ancient Civilizations, directed by John Smith, History
Channel, aired January 10, 2021.

Bibliography Example:

Ancient Civilizations. "The Rise of Rome." Directed by John Smith. History
Channel, aired January 10, 2021.



Citing Podcast Series

Podcasts are increasingly common sources. Citing a specific episode requires
the episode title, podcast title, host, and publication date.

Note Example:

"The Future of AI," Tech Talk Today, hosted by Sarah Lee, January 15, 2023.
Bibliography Example:

Tech Talk Today. "The Future of AI." Hosted by Sarah Lee. January 15, 2023.

Notes vs. Bibliography Format Differences

It is essential to understand that Chicago style employs two main citation
systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The
examples above primarily illustrate the notes-bibliography system, which is
common in the humanities. In this system, full citations appear in footnotes
or endnotes, with a shortened version for subsequent citations of the same
source. The bibliography, appearing at the end of the work, provides a
complete list of all sources cited.

The primary differences lie in the order of elements and the use of
punctuation. Bibliography entries are typically alphabetized by the author's
last name. Notes, on the other hand, are numbered sequentially as they appear
in the text. For series, the detail provided in both systems must be
sufficient for identification.

For instance, a bibliography entry might start with the author's last name,
first name, while a note would begin with the first name, last name.
Punctuation also varies, with periods often used to separate major elements
in bibliographies, while notes might use commas and parentheses more
liberally.

Key Differences Summarized:

Order of Names: Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. Note: First Name
Last Name.

Punctuation: Varied use of periods, commas, and parentheses.

Completeness: Bibliography provides full details for all cited sources.

Placement: Notes are within the text (footnotes/endnotes); Bibliography
is at the end.



The consistent application of either the notes-bibliography or author-date
system is paramount for maintaining academic integrity and ensuring reader
comprehension when citing series information.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a specific season of a TV show in
Chicago style?

A: To cite a specific season of a TV show in Chicago style, you would
generally focus on the series title and the season number, along with the
broadcast network and years of its run. For example, in a bibliography entry:
Game of Thrones. Seasons 1-8. HBO, 2011-2019. In a note, it might be
presented as: Game of Thrones, HBO, 2011-2019.

Q: What is the difference between citing an episode
and a series in Chicago style?

A: Citing an episode requires specific details like the episode title,
director, and original air date, in addition to the series title and network.
Citing an entire series is broader, focusing on the series title, creator (if
applicable), and the span of its broadcast years.

Q: Can I cite a web series using the same format as
a traditional TV series in Chicago style?

A: Yes, you can adapt the format. For a web series, you'll include the
episode title in quotation marks, the web series title in italics, the
platform (e.g., YouTube, Netflix) where it was released, and the specific URL
and access date if it's not widely distributed or if the specific episode is
difficult to find otherwise.

Q: How should I cite a chapter from a book that is
part of a larger series in Chicago style?

A: You would cite the chapter as you would a chapter in any edited book, but
you would also include the volume and series information. For example, in a
note: John Smith, "The Importance of Series," in Studies in Academic
Publishing, vol. 3 of Academic Horizons (New York: Academic Press, 2020),
115-30.

Q: What if the series has a different editor for
each volume?

A: If a series has different editors for each volume and you are citing a



specific volume, you would list the editor of that particular volume. If you
are citing the series as a whole, you might note that it is edited by various
individuals, or if there's a general editor, list that person.

Q: How do I handle citing a book series where the
author is the same for all volumes?

A: If the author is consistent, you list the author once in your
bibliography, followed by the individual titles of the books you cited from
the series. In notes, you would include the author and title for each
mention. For example: Tolkien, J.R.R. The Fellowship of the Ring. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1954. Tolkien, J.R.R. The Two Towers. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1954.

Q: What if I'm citing a comic book series in Chicago
style?

A: For comic books, you would typically cite the specific issue. The format
would include the writer, artist, title of the comic series, issue number,
publisher, and publication date. For example, in a note: Brian K. Vaughan,
writer, and Fiona Staples, artist, "Paper Girls," Paper Girls, no. 1 (Image
Comics, 2015).
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