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Mastering Chicago Citation: Examples for Same

Author, Multiple Works

chicago citation examples for same author multiple works can seem daunting at first glance, especially

when navigating the nuances of distinguishing between different publications by the same scholar.

Accurate citation is fundamental to academic integrity, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers

to trace your research. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process, providing clear, detailed

examples for both the Chicago author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will cover essential

elements like distinguishing between works from the same year, citing multiple works by the same

author within a single parenthetical citation, and handling different types of sources. Mastering these

techniques will not only enhance the credibility of your work but also demonstrate your commitment to

scholarly rigor.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style used across various

academic disciplines, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two primary systems

for citation: the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. Each system aims to provide a

clear and consistent method for acknowledging sources, but they differ in their placement and

presentation of citation information. Understanding the fundamental differences between these two

systems is crucial before delving into specific examples.

The author-date system relies on in-text citations, usually placed parenthetically, that include the

author's last name and the year of publication. A corresponding bibliography at the end of the work

lists all cited sources alphabetically by author's last name. Conversely, the notes-bibliography system

uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with full bibliographic information provided in a

reference list at the end. While the formatting varies, the core principle of accurately identifying and

attributing sources remains paramount.



Core Principles for Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

When citing multiple works by the same author, the primary goal is to ensure that each work is

uniquely identifiable to the reader. This involves incorporating sufficient publication details to

differentiate between them, especially when the author has produced numerous pieces of scholarship.

The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines to achieve this clarity, ensuring that your

citations are both accurate and easy to navigate.

Key principles include chronological ordering where appropriate, adding distinguishing letters or titles

when works are published in the same year, and correctly formatting both in-text citations and full

bibliographic entries. The specific approach will depend on which of the two CMOS systems you are

employing. Regardless of the system, consistency in application is vital for maintaining the integrity of

your academic work.

Chicago Author-Date System: Citing Same Author, Multiple

Works

In the author-date system, the in-text citation typically consists of the author's last name and the year

of publication. When an author has multiple works, this basic format needs modification to distinguish

between them. The most common method is to append the year of publication, followed by a

lowercase letter (a, b, c, etc.), to each work. These letters are assigned alphabetically according to the

order in which the works appear in your reference list.

For example, if an author published three books in 2020, they would be cited as (Smith 2020a), (Smith

2020b), and (Smith 2020c) in the text. In the reference list, these entries would also be ordered

alphabetically by title if they were published in the same year and assigned the same letter. However,

the most common scenario is that each work will receive its own unique letter based on its order in the

reference list. This systematic approach prevents ambiguity and guides the reader directly to the



correct source.

Reference List Entries (Author-Date)

The reference list entries for multiple works by the same author are crucial for providing complete

bibliographic information. When an author has several works, the reference list should be organized

chronologically by publication year. If multiple works were published in the same year, they are then

arranged alphabetically by title, and the distinguishing lowercase letter assigned in the in-text citation

must be included after the year.

For instance, consider two books by Jane Doe published in 2021. The first might be titled "The Art of

Citation" and the second "Understanding Academic Writing." In the reference list, assuming "The Art of

Citation" comes first alphabetically, they would appear as:

Doe, Jane. 2021a. The Art of Citation. New York: Publisher Name.

Doe, Jane. 2021b. Understanding Academic Writing. London: Another Publisher.

If there were only one work from 2021, it would not require a letter after the year unless other works

by the same author were published in other years and needed to be distinguished from it in a broader

chronological arrangement. However, the standard practice for multiple works from the same year is to

assign these letters to all of them for clarity.

In-Text Citations (Author-Date)

In-text citations in the author-date system are concise and direct the reader to the reference list. When

citing a single work by an author with multiple publications, the standard format is (AuthorLastName



Year). However, when an author has more than one work published in the same year, the

distinguishing lowercase letter becomes essential.

For example, if you are referencing a point from Jane Doe's "The Art of Citation" (2021a), your in-text

citation would be (Doe 2021a). If you are referencing a different point from her other 2021 publication,

"Understanding Academic Writing" (2021b), the citation would be (Doe 2021b). This ensures that the

reader can immediately identify which of Doe's 2021 works you are referring to, directly correlating with

the reference list entries.

Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Same Author, Multiple

Works

The notes-bibliography system offers a different approach to citation, utilizing footnotes or endnotes for

immediate in-text referencing. For authors with multiple works, the challenge lies in ensuring that each

note clearly identifies the specific publication being referenced. This is achieved through a combination

of author's name, title, and publication details within the note itself.

When an author has multiple works, particularly those published in the same year, the distinction

becomes even more critical. The notes-bibliography system handles this by including sufficient detail in

the note to differentiate the works, and the corresponding reference list entries will further clarify this.

The primary objective is to provide the reader with all necessary information to locate the source

efficiently.

Footnote/Endnote Entries (Notes-Bibliography)

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes serve as the primary means of in-text citation.

When an author has multiple works, especially those published in the same year, the note must



include enough detail to differentiate them. This typically involves the author's full name, the complete

title of the work, and publication information.

Consider again Jane Doe's two books from 2021. A footnote or endnote referencing "The Art of

Citation" might look like this:

Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (New York: Publisher Name, 2021), 45.1.

And for "Understanding Academic Writing":

Jane Doe, Understanding Academic Writing (London: Another Publisher, 2021), 112.1.

If the author has multiple works from the same year, the titles are crucial for differentiation. If there are

still ambiguities, or for subsequent citations of the same work, shortened titles can be employed, but

the initial full citation must be unambiguous. The reference list will provide the full bibliographic details

for each work.

Reference List Entries (Notes-Bibliography)

The reference list in the notes-bibliography system complements the footnotes or endnotes by

providing complete bibliographic details for all cited sources. When an author has multiple works, the

reference list should be organized alphabetically by the author's last name. Within the entries for the

same author, works are generally listed chronologically by publication year.

If an author has several works published in the same year, these entries are then arranged

alphabetically by title. The distinguishing letters (a, b, c) used in the author-date system are not

typically used in the reference list of the notes-bibliography system unless absolutely necessary for

distinguishing two works with identical titles by the same author, which is exceedingly rare. Instead, the



full titles and publication details are relied upon for differentiation.

Doe, Jane. The Art of Citation. New York: Publisher Name, 2021.

Doe, Jane. Understanding Academic Writing. London: Another Publisher, 2021.

The order here reflects alphabetical arrangement by title since both were published in 2021 by the

same author.

Distinguishing Between Works from the Same Year

A common challenge arises when an author has published multiple works within the same calendar

year. In such cases, it is imperative to have a clear system for distinguishing them to avoid confusion.

Both citation systems within the Chicago Manual of Style offer solutions to this problem, ensuring that

your reader can pinpoint the exact source.

The author-date system utilizes lowercase letters appended to the year, while the notes-bibliography

system relies on distinct titles and complete bibliographic information in notes and the reference list.

The key is to consistently apply the chosen method throughout your document and ensure that the in-

text citations or notes directly correspond to the full entries in your reference list or bibliography.

Author-Date System: Adding Letters

When an author publishes two or more works in the same year under the author-date system, each

work is assigned a lowercase letter (a, b, c, etc.) immediately following the publication year in both the

in-text citations and the reference list. These letters are assigned alphabetically based on the order of

the works as they appear in the reference list, which is typically alphabetical by title for works



published in the same year.

For instance, if John Miller published "Exploring Ancient Civilizations" and "The Decline of Empires" in

2022:

Reference List Entry 1: Miller, John. 2022a. Exploring Ancient Civilizations. City: Publisher.

Reference List Entry 2: Miller, John. 2022b. The Decline of Empires. City: Publisher.

In-text citations would then be (Miller 2022a) and (Miller 2022b) respectively. This simple yet effective

method ensures that the reader can quickly identify which of Miller's 2022 works you are referencing.

Notes-Bibliography System: Full Titles and Details

In the notes-bibliography system, differentiation between works by the same author published in the

same year relies on the full titles and complete bibliographic details provided in the notes and the

reference list. Unlike the author-date system, explicit letter designations (a, b, c) are generally not used

in the reference list for works from the same year.

Instead, the full title is the primary differentiator in the note. For example:

John Miller, Exploring Ancient Civilizations (City: Publisher, 2022), 50.1.

John Miller, The Decline of Empires (City: Publisher, 2022), 75.2.

The reference list would also present these distinct titles clearly. The chronological order by year and

then alphabetical by title applies to the reference list when an author has multiple works. The clarity

comes from the complete and distinct information provided for each source.



Citing Multiple Works Within a Single Parenthetical Citation

(Author-Date)

Occasionally, you may need to cite multiple distinct works by the same author within a single

parenthetical citation in the author-date system. This is common when a specific point draws upon

several of the author's publications. The key is to list the citations separated by semicolons,

maintaining the standard author-date format for each work.

The works should be listed chronologically within the parentheses. If two works are from the same

year, they are then listed alphabetically by title, and their respective distinguishing letters (if applicable)

should be included. This ensures that even within a consolidated citation, each work remains clearly

identifiable.

For example, if a paragraph discusses concepts drawn from two of John Miller's 2022 publications and

one from 2018, the parenthetical citation might look like this:

(Miller 2018; Miller 2022a, 30-35; Miller 2022b, 101)

This format clearly indicates that the information is supported by three distinct works by Miller, with

specific page ranges provided for the 2022 publications for greater precision. The chronological and

alphabetical order within the citation maintains a logical flow.

Citing Multiple Works Within a Single Note (Notes-

Bibliography)

Similarly, in the notes-bibliography system, you might need to reference multiple works by the same

author within a single footnote or endnote. This is achieved by listing each distinct work separately

within the note, clearly identifying each one with its full or shortened title and publication details. The



order within the note generally follows chronological and then alphabetical order by title.

For example, if a point in your text is supported by two of John Miller's 2022 books and one from

2018, the note would appear as follows:

John Miller, A Historical Overview (City: Publisher, 2018), 88-92; Miller, Exploring Ancient1.

Civilizations (City: Publisher, 2022), 45; and Miller, The Decline of Empires (City: Publisher,

2022), 112.

Note how the author's name is repeated for clarity, or can be omitted for subsequent works by the

same author within the same note if it doesn't create ambiguity. The use of page numbers is optional

but highly recommended for precise attribution. The semicolons separate the individual source citations

within the single note.

Handling Different Types of Works by the Same Author

An author may publish various types of works, such as books, journal articles, book chapters, and

even websites or interviews. When an author has multiple works of different formats, the citation

principles remain the same: clear identification and attribution. The formatting for each specific source

type within the Chicago Manual of Style must be followed meticulously.

For instance, if an author has written two books and several journal articles, each entry in your

reference list or bibliography will adhere to the book or journal article format, respectively. The

challenge of distinguishing between them is managed by the unique details of each source type,

combined with the author's name and publication year. The alphabetical order by title for works in the

same year, and chronological order by year for works by the same author, continue to be guiding

principles.



Books: Include title, place of publication, publisher, and year.

Journal Articles: Include article title, journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Book Chapters: Include chapter title, book title, editor(s), page numbers, place of publication,

publisher, and year.

The critical element is to ensure that the specific details for each source type are accurately presented,

making each citation uniquely identifiable.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating Chicago citation examples for the same author, multiple works, can present a few common

challenges. One frequent error is inconsistently applying the differentiating letters (a, b, c) in the

author-date system. Ensure that these letters are assigned alphabetically based on the reference list

order and used in both in-text citations and the reference list consistently.

Another pitfall is failing to provide sufficient detail in notes or parenthetical citations, especially when

the author has many publications. Always double-check that the title and publication year are clearly

stated, and page numbers are included where appropriate. For the notes-bibliography system, ensure

that shortened titles are still unambiguous. Meticulous proofreading and adherence to the specific

requirements of the author-date versus notes-bibliography system will prevent these errors.

Inconsistent use of distinguishing letters (a, b, c) in author-date citations.

Insufficient detail in notes or parenthetical citations for differentiation.

Incorrect alphabetical or chronological ordering in reference lists.



Confusing the author-date system with the notes-bibliography system requirements.

Failure to proofread for accuracy and consistency in citation formatting.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite two books by the same author published in the same

year using the Chicago author-date system?

A: In the Chicago author-date system, when an author has published multiple works in the same year,

you append lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the publication year in both the in-text citation and the

reference list. The letters are assigned alphabetically based on the order of the works as they appear

in your reference list, which is usually alphabetical by title. For example, if an author published two

books in 2023, they would be cited as (Author 2023a) and (Author 2023b), with corresponding entries

in the reference list like: Author. 2023a. Title of First Book. City: Publisher. and Author. 2023b. Title of

Second Book. City: Publisher.

Q: What if an author has several works published in different years,

and I need to cite them all?

A: If an author has multiple works published in different years, you cite each work with its specific

publication year in the author-date system, e.g., (Author 2019) and (Author 2022). In the reference list,

these entries are typically ordered chronologically by year. If two works by the same author were

published in the same year, you would then use the letter designation (a, b) for those specific works.



Q: In the notes-bibliography system, how do I distinguish between two

journal articles by the same author published in the same year?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, differentiation between multiple works by the same author from

the same year relies on the full titles of the works in the footnotes or endnotes and the reference list.

You will list the complete titles of each journal article. For instance, a footnote might include "John

Smith, 'Article Title One'," and a subsequent note or reference list entry would clearly state "John

Smith, 'Article Title Two'." Unlike the author-date system, letters (a, b, c) are not typically used in the

reference list for works from the same year.

Q: Can I use shortened titles for subsequent citations of multiple

works by the same author in the notes-bibliography system?

A: Yes, for subsequent citations of the same work by an author with multiple publications, you can use

shortened titles in footnotes or endnotes to save space and improve readability. The shortened title

should be distinctive enough to avoid confusion with other works by the same author. For example,

after the first full citation of John Smith's "The History of Cities," subsequent references could be

(Smith, "History of Cities"). However, always ensure the first mention of a work provides its full citation

details.

Q: What is the correct way to alphabetize multiple works by the same

author in a Chicago style reference list or bibliography?

A: In a Chicago style reference list or bibliography, entries for the same author are first organized

chronologically by publication year. If an author has multiple works published in the same year, these

works are then alphabetized by their titles. For the author-date system, distinguishing letters (a, b, c)

are appended to the year for works published in the same year, following this title-based alphabetical

order.



Q: Do I need to include page numbers when citing multiple works by

the same author in a single parenthetical citation (author-date)?

A: Including page numbers in parenthetical citations is highly recommended when citing multiple works

by the same author in a single citation, especially if you are drawing specific information from particular

sections of those works. While not always mandatory for every citation, it greatly enhances precision

and helps your reader locate the exact source of your information. For example: (Author 2020a, 55-60;

Author 2020b, 12).

Q: How does Chicago style handle citing an edited volume and a sole-

authored book by the same author?

A: Chicago style handles these different types of works by adhering to the specific formatting for each.

For a sole-authored book, the entry will focus on the author. For an edited volume where the author is

the editor, the author's name will appear as the editor. The reference list will list these chronologically

or alphabetically by title as appropriate, with the author's name appearing as the editor for the volume.

The in-text citations will also distinguish them by title and year, e.g., (Author 2018) for a sole-authored

book and (Author, ed. 2019) for an edited volume.
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