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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Podcasts

chicago citation examples for podcasts are essential for academic integrity and proper attribution in

research papers, essays, and any scholarly work that draws upon audio content. As podcasts have

become a ubiquitous source of information, analysis, and narrative, understanding how to cite them

correctly within the Chicago Manual of Style is crucial for students, researchers, and writers. This

guide provides a comprehensive overview of Chicago style podcast citations, covering both the author-

date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore the nuances of citing different types of podcast

information, including episode titles, hosts, guests, producers, release dates, and URLs. Mastering

these citation examples ensures your work is well-researched, credible, and adheres to established

academic standards.
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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Podcasts

The Chicago Manual of Style offers robust guidelines for citing various media, and podcasts are no

exception. Its dual-system approach – the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system –

allows for flexibility depending on the discipline and publisher's requirements. Both systems aim to

provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original source, ensuring transparency and

preventing plagiarism.

Whether you are citing a specific episode, a particular segment, or the podcast series as a whole, the

core principles of Chicago style citation remain consistent: identify the creator, the work itself, and the

location where it can be found. For podcasts, this translates to host names, episode titles, podcast

series titles, publication dates, and accessible URLs. This article will break down these components

and provide clear, actionable examples for both Chicago citation systems.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System for Podcasts

The author-date system is often preferred in the social sciences and natural sciences. It emphasizes

the author and publication date in the in-text citation, with a corresponding full citation in a reference

list at the end of the paper. When citing podcasts in the author-date system, the "author" is typically

the host or a prominent producer, and the date refers to the episode's release.



Reference List Entry for Podcasts (Author-Date)

The general format for a reference list entry in the author-date system for a podcast episode is as

follows:

Last Name, First Name of Host/Producer. "Title of Episode." Title of Podcast, Producer/Network,

Release Date. URL.

Let's break down each component with practical examples. The producer or network is crucial for

identifying the specific podcast series. The release date helps readers pinpoint the exact version of the

episode they should seek out.

Example Podcast Citation (Author-Date)

Here’s an example of a full reference list entry:

Gladwell, Malcolm. "The Deep End." Revisionist History, Panoply Media, July 24, 2018.

https://revisionisthistory.com/episodes/26-the-deep-end.

In this example, Malcolm Gladwell is treated as the author. The episode title is "The Deep End," and

the podcast series is "Revisionist History." "Panoply Media" is the producer. The release date is July

24, 2018, followed by the direct URL to the episode. If the podcast is hosted by multiple people, you

can list the primary host or the first one mentioned.

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System for Podcasts

The notes-bibliography system is more common in the humanities. It uses footnotes or endnotes for

citations within the text and a bibliography at the end of the paper. Both the note and the bibliography



entry will contain similar information, but the order and punctuation may differ.

Footnote/Endnote Entry for Podcasts (Notes-Bibliography)

The format for a footnote or endnote citation for a podcast episode typically looks like this:

First Name Last Name of Host/Producer, "Title of Episode," Title of Podcast, Producer/Network,

Release Date, accessed Access Date, URL.

Note that the name is in first name, last name order, and "accessed" along with the access date is

often included in the notes-bibliography system, though it's becoming less common if the URL is stable

and the content is unlikely to change significantly.

Bibliography Entry for Podcasts (Notes-Bibliography)

The bibliography entry will closely resemble the footnote but will have a different order and

punctuation:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Episode." Title of Podcast. Producer/Network, Release Date.

Accessed Access Date. URL.

The key difference here is the reversed name order and the period after the URL in the bibliography.

This system requires careful attention to commas and periods to ensure accuracy.

Example Podcast Citation (Notes-Bibliography)

Here’s how the same podcast would be cited in the notes-bibliography system:



Footnote/Endnote: Malcolm Gladwell, "The Deep End," Revisionist History, Panoply Media, July

24, 2018, accessed October 27, 2023, https://revisionisthistory.com/episodes/26-the-deep-end.

Bibliography: Gladwell, Malcolm. "The Deep End." Revisionist History. Panoply Media, July 24,

2018. Accessed October 27, 2023.

https://revisionisthistory.com/https://revisionisthistory.com/episodes/26-the-deep-end.

Notice how the footnote includes the access date, which is good practice when citing online sources

that might be updated or removed. The bibliography entry also includes the access date for

completeness.

Essential Elements of a Podcast Citation

Regardless of which Chicago style system you employ, several key pieces of information are vital for a

complete and accurate podcast citation. Understanding these elements will help you construct citations

for a wide variety of podcast sources.

Host(s) or Creator(s)

The primary person or people responsible for creating and hosting the podcast are listed. For the

author-date system, this is treated as the author. For the notes-bibliography system, the name order is

reversed in the bibliography entry compared to the footnote/endnote.

Episode Title

The specific title of the episode you are referencing. Episode titles should be enclosed in quotation

marks.



Podcast Series Title

The overall name of the podcast series. This is italicized in the notes-bibliography system and is often

treated as part of the publisher information in the author-date system.

Producer or Network

The company, organization, or network that produced or distributed the podcast. This helps identify the

specific podcast series and its origin.

Release Date

The date the episode was published or released. This is typically the month, day, and year.

URL

The direct web address where the podcast episode can be accessed. If the podcast is available on

multiple platforms, choose the most stable or official link, often the one on the podcast's own website.

Access Date (for Notes-Bibliography)

The date you accessed the podcast episode online. This is included in the notes-bibliography system

to acknowledge that online content can change.

Citing Specific Podcast Scenarios

While the general formats are straightforward, there are nuances when dealing with different aspects

of podcast content or when certain information is missing.



Citing a Series as a Whole

If you are referencing the podcast series generally, rather than a specific episode, you would cite the

series title, producer, and perhaps a range of dates if applicable.

Author-Date (Reference List): Name of Podcast Series. Producer/Network, Year Range or Start

Year. URL.

Notes-Bibliography (Bibliography): Name of Podcast Series. Producer/Network. Accessed Month

Day, Year. URL.

For instance:

Author-Date: Serial. WBEZ Chicago, 2014–present. https://serialpodcast.org/.

Notes-Bibliography: Serial. WBEZ Chicago. Accessed October 27, 2023.

https://serialpodcast.org/.

Citing Episodes with No Clear Host or Producer

In cases where a podcast lacks a clear host or producer name, you may need to adapt the citation.

Often, the podcast series title can be used in place of the author, or you might focus on a different

identified creator if available.

Citing Podcasts with Guests

If a specific guest's contribution is the focus, you may mention them in your introductory text rather

than directly in the citation itself. The citation should still reflect the episode's primary creators.

However, if you are referencing a specific interview segment, you might need to note that in your



textual analysis.

In-Text Citations for Podcasts

In-text citations are brief references within your text that direct readers to the full citation in your

reference list or bibliography. The format depends on which Chicago system you are using.

In-Text Citations (Author-Date System)

In the author-date system, the in-text citation typically includes the author's last name and the year of

publication. If the episode title is relevant and the author is not explicitly mentioned in the sentence,

you might include it.

(Gladwell 2018)

(Gladwell, "The Deep End," 2018)

When you mention the author in your text, you only need the date in parentheses:

Malcolm Gladwell discusses this phenomenon in "The Deep End" (2018).

In-Text Citations (Notes-Bibliography System)

In the notes-bibliography system, you use footnotes or endnotes. A superscript number in your text

refers to a corresponding note at the bottom of the page or the end of the document. The first time

you cite a source, the note includes the full citation details. Subsequent citations of the same source



use a shortened format.

1 Malcolm Gladwell, "The Deep End," Revisionist History, Panoply Media, July 24, 2018,

accessed October 27, 2023, https://revisionisthistory.com/episodes/26-the-deep-end.

2 Gladwell, "The Deep End."

The abbreviated note includes the author's last name, the episode title, and the page number if

applicable (though page numbers are rare for podcasts). If you are referencing the podcast series

generally in a note, the format would be adjusted accordingly.

Common Pitfalls in Podcast Citation

Several common errors can arise when citing podcasts. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you

avoid them in your own work.

Inconsistent Information

Ensuring that all citation elements are present and accurate for every podcast cited is crucial. Double-

checking names, titles, dates, and URLs can prevent errors.

Omitting Essential Details

Forgetting to include the episode title, producer, or release date can make it difficult for readers to

locate the source. All components are necessary for a complete citation.



Incorrect Punctuation and Formatting

Chicago style has specific rules for commas, periods, and quotation marks. Inconsistent application of

these rules can lead to incorrect citations. Pay close attention to the examples provided in the Chicago

Manual of Style.

Treating Podcasts as Other Media

Podcasts are distinct from radio shows, interviews, or audiobooks, although they share some

similarities. Citing them using formats intended for other media will likely be incorrect. Always refer to

the specific guidelines for citing podcasts.

Benefits of Accurate Podcast Citations

Properly citing podcasts offers numerous advantages for your academic and professional credibility.

Enhancing Credibility

Accurate citations demonstrate thorough research and adherence to academic standards, bolstering

the credibility of your work.

Avoiding Plagiarism

Attributing all borrowed material, including audio content, is fundamental to academic honesty and

prevents unintentional plagiarism.



Facilitating Source Retrieval

Well-formed citations allow your readers to easily find and verify the sources you have consulted,

fostering transparency in your research process.

Demonstrating Research Skills

Proficiency in citing diverse media, like podcasts, showcases your ability to engage with a broad range

of information sources effectively.

Advanced Podcast Citation Considerations

Beyond the basic structure, there are more advanced aspects to consider for comprehensive podcast

citation.

Citing Transcripts

If you are citing a transcript of a podcast episode, the citation should reflect this. You would typically

cite the transcript as a document, including the original podcast information within the citation.

Author-Date: Last Name, First Name of Host/Producer. "Title of Episode." Title of Podcast,

Producer/Network, Release Date. Transcript, accessed Access Date. URL.

Notes-Bibliography: First Name Last Name of Host/Producer, "Title of Episode," Title of Podcast,

Producer/Network, Release Date, transcript, accessed Access Date, URL.

This highlights that you are referencing the written word derived from the audio.



Citing Interviews within Podcasts

If a podcast features an interview, and you are quoting or referencing the interviewee, it is good

practice to mention the interviewee in your text. The citation itself generally remains focused on the

episode's creators, but your textual analysis can clarify the specific contributions.

Describing Podcast Content

When you first introduce a podcast source in your text, it can be helpful to briefly describe its nature,

especially if your audience may be unfamiliar with it. For example, you might note that it is a news

analysis podcast or a historical narrative podcast.

FAQs

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a podcast episode

and citing a podcast series in Chicago style?

A: When citing a podcast episode, you provide specific details for that particular episode, including its

title, release date, and producer. When citing a podcast series as a whole, you focus on the series

title, producer, and a general time frame or ongoing status, rather than details of a single episode.

Q: How do I cite a podcast episode if I don't know the producer or

network?

A: If the producer or network information is unavailable, you can omit it. However, always try to find

this information as it helps identify the podcast. If the podcast has an official website, that's usually the

best place to find these details.



Q: Should I always include the access date for podcast citations in

Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, including the access date for online sources like podcasts is

generally recommended, especially if the content might change. In the author-date system's reference

list, access dates are less common for stable online content but can be included if the source is

ephemeral.

Q: What if a podcast has multiple hosts? How do I cite them?

A: If a podcast has multiple hosts, list the primary host or the first host mentioned in the podcast's

credits as the author. In the notes-bibliography system, you can mention other hosts in the note if their

contribution is significant, but the primary author listed will be the focus for the bibliography entry.

Q: How do I cite a podcast that doesn't have an episode title?

A: If an episode lacks a formal title, you can create a descriptive title yourself, enclosed in brackets, or

use a significant phrase from the episode as a de facto title, again, enclosed in brackets. For example,

"[Interview with Dr. Jane Smith]".

Q: What is the rule for italicizing podcast titles in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, the overall podcast series title is italicized. Individual episode titles

are enclosed in quotation marks. In the author-date system, the series title is often treated as part of

the publication information and may not be italicized in the same way as in the notes-bibliography

system. Always check the specific manual for clarity.

Q: Can I cite a podcast from a streaming service like Spotify or Apple



Podcasts?

A: Yes, you can cite podcasts from streaming services. The key is to provide the most direct and

stable URL available. If the podcast has its own website, that is usually preferable. If not, use the URL

that leads directly to the episode on the streaming platform, if possible.

Q: What if I'm quoting a specific moment in a podcast? How detailed

should my in-text citation be?

A: For author-date, the in-text citation remains (Author Year). For notes-bibliography, the

footnote/endnote will include specific details. If you are quoting a specific segment, it's good practice to

describe that segment in your text and the full note will provide the source. For very long podcasts,

you might include a timestamp in the note if it's critical.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style recommend citing the URL of the

podcast platform (e.g., spotify.com) or the podcast's own website?

A: Chicago style generally prefers the most direct and stable URL. If the podcast has an official

website with dedicated pages for each episode, that URL is typically preferred. If not, a direct link to

the episode on a platform like Spotify or Apple Podcasts is acceptable, but ensure it is the most stable

link available.

Q: How do I format the release date for a podcast citation in Chicago

style?

A: The release date is typically formatted as Month Day, Year. For example, "July 24, 2018." If only

the year is available, you would use just the year. Ensure consistency in date formatting across all

your citations.
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