
chicago citation examples for journals

chicago citation examples for journals are crucial for academic and professional writing, ensuring proper
attribution and allowing readers to locate your sources. Whether you are using the author-date or notes-
bibliography system, understanding the nuances of citing journal articles is fundamental to academic integrity.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style journal citations, providing clear
examples for various scenarios. We will cover the essential components of a journal citation, explore
differences between the two Chicago style systems, and offer detailed examples for both in-text citations and
full bibliography entries. By mastering these examples, you can confidently navigate the requirements of
academic publishing and research.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Journal Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style used in various academic disciplines,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two distinct systems for referencing sources: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems aim to provide clear and consistent
attribution for scholarly work, but they differ in their presentation and application. For journal articles, the
fundamental goal is to furnish enough information for a reader to easily identify and retrieve the original
source.

Choosing between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems often depends on the specific academic field
or the requirements of a particular publication. The notes-bibliography system, often favored in history and
literature, uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end of the paper. The author-
date system, more common in social sciences and sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference
list. Regardless of the system chosen, the core information required for citing a journal article remains largely
the same.

Key Components of a Chicago Journal Citation

A complete citation for a journal article in Chicago style, regardless of the system used, typically includes
several key pieces of information. These elements work together to uniquely identify the publication and the
specific article within it. Properly identifying each component is the first step towards accurate citation.



Author(s) Name(s)

The author's name(s) are paramount. In the notes-bibliography system, the first author's name is typically
presented in reverse order (Last Name, First Name) for the first mention in a note, and then in standard order
(First Name Last Name) for subsequent notes. In the bibliography, the first author's name is always in reverse
order, with subsequent authors in standard order. The author-date system always lists authors in standard
order (First Name Last Name) in the reference list.

Article Title

The title of the specific article is enclosed in quotation marks. This clearly distinguishes the individual piece of
writing from the journal title itself.

Journal Title

The name of the journal is italicized. This helps to identify the publication venue where the article appeared.

Volume and Issue Numbers

Academic journals are organized into volumes and issues. The volume number is typically followed by the issue
number, often separated by a colon or comma. This helps pinpoint the exact physical or digital location of the
article.

Publication Year

The year the journal issue was published is essential for locating the article and understanding its temporal
context. Some journals also include the month or season, which can be included if it helps with specificity.

Page Numbers

The specific page range where the article appears within the journal issue is crucial for direct retrieval. This is
usually indicated by "pp." followed by the page numbers.

DOI or URL (if applicable)

For online articles, a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is the preferred persistent link. If a DOI is not available, a
stable URL may be provided, but it's important to ensure it leads directly to the article and is not a general
homepage link.

Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: Journal Examples

The notes-bibliography system uses numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes) to cite sources within the text,
and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the document. This system provides detailed information for each
citation in the notes, with a more concise version in the bibliography.



First Note Citation for a Journal Article

The first time you cite a specific journal article in a note, you will provide a full citation. This includes all
the necessary components for complete identification. Accuracy here is key for readers to find your source.

John Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies 15,
no. 2 (2020): 45-62.

Subsequent Note Citation for a Journal Article

For any subsequent mentions of the same journal article within your notes, a shortened form of the citation is
used. This prevents redundancy while still providing enough information to identify the source.

Smith, "Social Media," 50.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

The bibliography entry for a journal article in the notes-bibliography system is similar to the first note but
follows a slightly different formatting convention, particularly with the author's name order. It is
alphabetized by the author's last name.

Smith, John. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies 15,
no. 2 (2020): 45-62.

Journal Article with Two Authors (Notes-Bibliography)

When an article has two authors, both names are included in the citation. In the first note, the first author is
in reverse order, and the second author is in standard order. The bibliography follows the same pattern.

First Note: Jane Doe and Richard Roe, "Urban Development and Community Engagement," Sociology Today
22, no. 4 (2018): 112-135.

Bibliography Entry: Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe. "Urban Development and Community Engagement."
Sociology Today 22, no. 4 (2018): 112-135.

Journal Article with Three or More Authors (Notes-Bibliography)

For articles with three or more authors, the notes-bibliography system generally lists the first author
followed by "et al." in both notes and the bibliography. This simplifies the citation for works with extensive
authorship.



First Note: Michael Johnson, Sarah Lee, David Chen, and Emily Davis, "Advances in Nanotechnology,"
Applied Physics Letters 105, no. 1 (2021): 011101.

Shortened Note: Johnson et al., "Advances in Nanotechnology," 011103.

Bibliography Entry: Johnson, Michael, Sarah Lee, David Chen, and Emily Davis. "Advances in
Nanotechnology." Applied Physics Letters 105, no. 1 (2021): 011101.

Journal Article with a DOI (Notes-Bibliography)

Including the DOI is crucial for online articles as it provides a stable and direct link. This enhances the
discoverability of the source.

Alice Brown, "Climate Change Adaptation Strategies," Environmental Science Journal 30, no. 3 (2019):
201-215, doi:10.1038/s41558-019-0511-9.

Chicago Author-Date System: Journal Examples

The author-date system relies on parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the
year of publication, with a corresponding reference list at the end of the paper. This system is often preferred
for its conciseness within the text.

In-Text Citation for a Journal Article (Author-Date)

In-text citations are brief and appear within the narrative of your paper, usually at the end of a sentence or
clause that contains information from the source. They consist of the author's last name and the year of
publication.

(Smith 2020)

Smith argues that the impact of social media on political discourse is profound (2020).

Reference List Entry for a Journal Article (Author-Date)

The reference list contains full bibliographic information for all sources cited in the text. Entries are
alphabetized by the author's last name and follow a specific format that differs slightly from the notes-
bibliography system.

Smith, John. 2020. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Communication
Studies 15, no. 2 (2020): 45-62.



Journal Article with Two Authors (Author-Date)

When citing an article with two authors in the author-date system, both authors' last names are included in
the in-text citation, connected by an ampersand (&). In the reference list, both authors' names are presented.

In-Text Citation: (Doe and Roe 2018)

Reference List Entry: Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe. 2018. "Urban Development and Community Engagement."
Sociology Today 22, no. 4 (2018): 112-135.

Journal Article with Three or More Authors (Author-Date)

For articles with three or more authors, the author-date system uses "et al." after the first author's name in
both the in-text citation and the reference list entry. This keeps citations concise.

In-Text Citation: (Johnson et al. 2021)

Reference List Entry: Johnson, Michael, Sarah Lee, David Chen, and Emily Davis. 2021. "Advances in
Nanotechnology." Applied Physics Letters 105, no. 1 (2021): 011101.

Journal Article with a DOI (Author-Date)

As with the notes-bibliography system, including the DOI in the reference list entry for the author-date system
is highly recommended for online resources. It ensures easy access for your readers.

Brown, Alice. 2019. "Climate Change Adaptation Strategies." Environmental Science Journal 30, no. 3
(2019): 201-215. doi:10.1038/s41558-019-0511-9.

Common Variations and Special Cases in Journal Citations

While the core elements of journal citations are consistent, certain situations require specific formatting.
Familiarizing yourself with these variations ensures completeness and accuracy in your Chicago style
citations.

Articles Published Online Ahead of Print

Some journals publish articles online before they appear in a print volume. In such cases, you should include the
date of online availability if it differs from the print publication date, along with the DOI or URL.



Articles Without Page Numbers (e.g., Online-Only Journals)

For articles published online that do not have traditional page numbers, you may cite paragraph numbers or
section titles if available. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on how to handle such instances,
often by using an electronic marker or indicating the number of paragraphs.

Articles from Databases

When retrieving an article from an academic database, the citation should include the database name and an
access date if the content might be subject to change or if the URL is not stable. However, if the article has a
DOI, that is usually sufficient without needing to mention the database.

Reprinted Journal Articles

If a journal article has been reprinted in another source, such as a reader or anthology, you will need to cite
both the original publication details and the details of the reprint. This allows readers to access the original
source if needed.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Your Citations

The foundation of strong academic work lies in its meticulous citation practices. Inconsistent or inaccurate
citations can undermine your credibility and lead to accusations of plagiarism, even if unintentional. Therefore,
dedicating time to verify every detail is an investment in the integrity of your research.

Double-checking all components of your citations is essential. This includes verifying author names, article and
journal titles, volume and issue numbers, publication dates, and page ranges against the original source. When
using DOIs or URLs, test them to ensure they are active and lead directly to the article. Maintaining a
consistent style, whether notes-bibliography or author-date, throughout your document is equally
important. Utilize citation management software if it aids your process, but always review its output for
accuracy according to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Adhering to the guidelines for Chicago citation examples for journals not only fulfills academic requirements
but also demonstrates respect for the scholarly work of others. This attention to detail is a hallmark of
rigorous academic inquiry and strengthens the overall impact and trustworthiness of your writing.

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago notes-bibliography
and author-date systems for journal citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text and at the end of the document. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a full bibliography
at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year) and a reference list at
the end.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with a DOI in Chicago style?
A: When citing a journal article with a DOI in Chicago style, you include the DOI at the end of the citation.
For the notes-bibliography system, it would look something like: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article
Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. doi:XX.XXXXXXXXXX. For the author-date
system, it would be: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page numbers. doi:XX.XXXXXXXXXX.



Q: What if a journal article has more than two authors? How do I cite it in
Chicago style?
A: For journals with three or more authors, Chicago style typically lists the first author's name followed by
"et al." in both the notes-bibliography system (after the first mention) and the author-date system in both in-
text citations and reference list entries.

Q: Should I include the month or season in a journal citation if it's
available?
A: Yes, if the journal issue specifies the month or season of publication (e.g., "Spring 2023" or "May 2023"),
you should include it in your citation for greater specificity. This is particularly useful for journals published
frequently.

Q: How do I cite a journal article I accessed through a database like JSTOR
or Project MUSE?
A: If the journal article has a DOI, you typically cite the DOI and do not need to mention the database or
provide a URL. If there is no DOI, you would include the database name and potentially an access date if the
content is considered ephemeral. However, the CMOS guidelines often prioritize DOIs.

Q: What is the correct way to italicize titles in Chicago journal citations?
A: In Chicago style, the title of the journal itself is italicized, while the title of the individual article is
enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How does the page number format differ between the notes-bibliography
and author-date systems for Chicago journal articles?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, page numbers are typically presented as "pp. XX-YY" or "pp. XX" for a
single page. In the author-date system, the format is similar, often "pp. XX-YY" or "pp. XX" in the reference list.
In-text citations might include specific page numbers in parentheses like (Smith 2020, 55).
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